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* udiceg, what blindness, must they have, who dare
to draw a coxuparison betwveen the son of Sopkro..
ni .scus and the son of MaIry; ivhat, distance is tiiere
between the one and the other; as Socrates died
without pain and without disgrace, lie found no
* (ifficuIty in supporting his character to the end;
anîd, if his easy déatx hiad not shed a lustre on his

lfwe might have dIoubted, whether Sécraeà with
ail bis crenius m~as any thirîg but a sopÀiist. They
saly he invented morality. Others bet'ore him Iiad.
practised it :hle oniy said whiat they had done, lie
oniy read lessons on their exampies. Aristides h.ad
been just, before Socrales explained the nature of
justness; Leonidas bail died ibr his counitry, before
Socrate.; made it the duty of men to love their
country; Sparta hiad been temperate, before So-
craies praised temperance; Grcece had abounded
iner vious meni, before lie defineci virtue. But

weecould .JEsus hiave taken among bis country-.
mîen that. elevatcd and pure nîorality, of which hie
,alone furnislied both. the precepts ani the examples?'ý
Tli iiost Iofty wisdom was heard fron the bosom
of' the rnost ftirious fanatîcism ; and the simplicity
of the most litroic virtues hionoured the vilest of ai
1)COPle.

The death. of Socrates, serenely phiiosophising
with bis frieli(s, is the most creiitlè t.bat onxe can
dlesire; that of JESUS expiring in tormie ts, injured,,
(leriIC(, reviled by a wlîole people, is the n ' " ot lIor-
rible that one can fear. When ,Spcrates takes the
poisoned cup, hie blesses him. who presents it, azid
who at the saine time we 's: J.Esus iii the inidst. o?
ii lorrid punishinent prays foir bis executioners.-
Yes: if the life and death of Jrsus CiiRisT are
those of a God.- shall wc say that the history of
the gospel is invcnted at. pleasure? IXY friends, it


