
TA.IE.S 01. ('Il viî; 435

sucli tales of wrong, anectonwr new, and some few icroased thir
intiînaey with the fainily, as if in symnpathy for the injustice thcy faneied they
wvere receiving(. It was long before this rumnour was traced to its source, but
whien at last it wvas diseovcred, doubt wvas eonsiderably shakeîî, and many began
to helieve that improbable as the tale hiad at first appeared, it would evcntually
îProve too truc.

The military gentlemen who hiad called -apon, Colonel T. on his first arrivai.
at, Halifax, subsequently lest sighit -of his movemients for a time, and in their
more important occupations thonglit little of biniiseif' or bis proeeedings. But
wvheu as iniie passed on, and tliey in conillon with others heard of bis residence
at our Village, of the imiprovernents lie was making, of' bis style of living and
the guests lhe entertaincd, they naturally eaquired more partieularly iute lis
domnestie arrangemnents, and were iïiudh surprised te becar that there was a M1rs.
whbo presided over lus household, a young buxomn wornan, who bad more assur-
ance than polish, and more worldly tact than refinement or eduention. This
information, coupled w'itlu their previeus knowledge of' the real Mrs. T., and
the conflicting, statemient the Colonel had made 10 thcm. in Halifax as to lis
wfei's incornpeteney and hier inabilhty to attend to the cemmon duties -of life,
înade thorn believe that lie ie Lad been valiant as a soldier te upheld old
EnglandI's hionor, liad provcd traitor to his own, and was, morally speaking, a,
hypocrite and an inipostor.

Mucli tino, Ilowever, as we said bef'ore, liad elapscd ere mueh credible
autlority was diseovered for the rumeur, and even then it came net te those
who wvere on terms of intimaey withi the now fallen Colonel. Ilow biard it is
te believe evil of those to whoîn we have attached otirselves, is a truth, thiat
wilI corne home te every hcart. While te us the exterior is se fair, while ive
daily experience proof's of kindness and good will, whilc nothing tbat is dis-
tastefful or evil obtrudes itself' upon our notice, wvhile the tales that would
darken the fair lIme of the frieuds we like, wear an air of imiprobability
and doubt, we wiI ever bc slow te believe the testimony of straingers,j
in opposition te whiat we thinlc tle practical k-nowledge, of our own experience.
Thus it was that thc friends of' Colonel 'T. wcre unwilling te believe anything
prejudicial te his honour and eredit, and while they admitted that muel in bis
conduet seemed mysterieus, stili they could net faney that one whose daily
life, se far as the world saw, wvas blarneless, could ho capable of' sueh 'dark
decds of wrong and cruelty.

With the spring-tiine Colonel T. seemned te imbibe new life and vigour, aýndl
prosccuted lis husbandry -with the same zeal as before. Mrs. T. in the mean-
tine haad given birth te a son, w'hose arrivai seerncd te cause the parents as
much. rejoieing as thougli the poor child was born bieir te an honourable Dame
and a large preperty, and net the ehild of shame and usurpation. The Colo-
nel's nucans, however, appeared te be diminishiug. lie curtailed lis expenses
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