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Lake Erie & Detroit River Ry.

It bas been known for someernonths that
thi.. Co. was negotiating for the purchase of
the Erie & Huron Ry., & it was ais- said that
the Michigan Centrai had %imilar views.
However, the L. E. & D. R. was successiui
& bas made a straight purchase of the prop-
erty, the transfèr baing been tmade on Aug.
i9. The parties to the transfer have not
made the price public, but it is rurnored at
Chathamn, the E. & H. beadquarters, that it
was in the neighborhood of $750.000.

The E. & H. line runs fromn Rondeau, Ont.,
to Sarnia, 76 riles, connecting with the L. E.
& D. R. at Blenheiîn, 8 miles frorn Rondeau;
at Fargo & Courtright with the Michigan
Central & at Chatham with the C. P. R. & G.
T. R. The foliowing statistics of the E. & H.
are up to june 30, 1897: Ordinary share cap-
ital, authorized, $i5o,ooo; paid up, $109,000.
Bonded debt, $74,ooo at 5% Dominion
Governiment aid, $96,ooo; Ontario Govern-
ment aid, $83.000 ; municipal aid, $257,500 ;
capital irorn other sources, $61 ,02875 ; total
capital subscribed and paid up, $1,346,528-75;
fioating debt, $61,028.75 ; total theoretical
cost of railway & rolling stock, $1,346,528.75.
The gross earnings for the year ended june
30t '97, were $107,891,19, & the net earnings,
$25,408-44. The line is laid with .54 & 56 lb.
steel rails, & the radius of the sharpest curve
is 661 fi., & the heaviest grade is 52 ft. to the
mile. It bas .5 locornotives, 8 first-class coach-
es, 5 baggage, rnail & express cars, 25 cattie
& box cars & 17 fiat cars.

The directors of the E. & H., of which E.
H. Bickford, Toronto, was President, & J. G.
Ross, Chatharn, Maiiaging Director, resigned,
& a new board was elected with the following
officers: E. C. Walker, President & Manag-
ing Director; Dr. S. A. King, Vice-President;
J. H. Waker, Treasurer; J. H. Coburn,
Solicitor; W. Wooliatt, Generai Superinten-
dent & Traffic Manager. These gentlernen
ail hold precisely si milar positions on the L. E.
& D. R. The Sccretary of the E. & H., J. E.
Forernan, Toronto, was re-elected. The offi-
ciais of the L.E. & D.R. have been placed in
charge of the E. & H. & are operatiiîg it. In
addition to Messrs. Bickford & Ross, above
mentioned, who retire, the other officiais of
the E. & H. under the old management were:
E. H. Ed\vards, Freight & Passenger Agent;
C. H. Crofts, Storekeeper; F. Starnelen, Mas-
ter Mechanic, & J. G. Entwistle, Roadmaster.

A new tirne-table wili probably be put in
effect about the middle cf Septeînber, when
sorne changes wili be rnade in operating, &
trains wili run between Walkervilie & Chat-
ham & between Ridgetown & Sarnia. The
L.E. & D.R. now connects with the E. & H.
at Blenheim jct., & that wiil be the junction
used to & front Chatham.

In addition to the E. & H. just acquired,
the L. E. & D. R. consists of its main uine
from Walkervifle, Ont., to Ridgetown, 84
miles, the line following the Lake Erie shore
line a few miles back from it. The Co. also
operates the London & Port Stanley line be-
tween those towns, under lease.

A runior bas been current that the L. E. &
D. R. bas purchased the London & Port
Stanley Ry. We are authorized to say that
this is absoiutely foundationless. ielease
bas yet 15 years to run & nothing further bas
been considered.

There is nothing definite as to the proposed
extension of the L. E. & D. R. frorn Ridge-
town to St. Thomas. The management hopes
to secure a subsidy next session, in which
event construction wiil go on without delay.

The new slip docks at Port Stanley, the
contracts for which were awarded by the L.
E. & D. R. Co. late in May" will bd cornpleted
& ready for use eariy in Septemiber. The
contracts catlpd for their compietion on Aug.
i, but unavoidable deiays preveiited their be-
ing finished in that time. The docks are

being constructed immediately to the west of
the ighthotibe piers, & with the tracks &
grading (if the approaches wili cost in the
neighborhood of $,5,ooo, the estiiated cost
of the docks alone being $45,000 & Of the
approaches $io, 000.

The main objects of the Co. in having the
slip docks buiit are to get a good connecting
iink between the coal & iron regions cf Ohio
& Pittsburg respectiveiy, & the west, by
means of a car ferry service & the Port Stan-
ley uine to London. During the past z years
the Co. bas handied a large quantity of coal
& iron for London by the lake route, but the
greatest drawback, especially in the coal
trade, was experienced in the trouble of hav-
ing to remove it from the schooners & on to
the cars. This meant a heavy expense for
labor & also a ioss of time, & to remove these
obstacles the L. E. & D. R. decided to build
the docks & operate the car ferry Shenango
no. i, which for 3 years bias run between Con-
neaut, Ohio, & Port Dover, Ont. The She-
nango is a very large vessel, costing $1 50,000,

& hias a capacity of 26 cars, having 4 tracks,
the 2 centre tracks holding 7 cars each, & the
2 outside ones 6 cars each. In addition to this
she can carry on her upper deck 1,200 excur-
sionists & she is fitted for regular passenger,
business with stateroorns. The Shenango
made ber first run frorn Conneaut to Port
Stanley Aug. 18.

IThe distance from Conneaut to Port Stan-
ley is 58 miles, Port Stanley to St. Thomas 9
miles, & Port Stanley to London 24 miles. It
wili thus be seen by this new route Western
Ontario is practicaiiy piaccd in direct connec-
tion with Pittsburg & the central States, from
which a large arnount of business cornes into
Canada. The L. E. & D. R. 's direct connec-
tion at Conneaut is the Pittsburg, Bessemer
& Lake Erie Ry. (iargely owned by the Car-
negie Co.), wbich works direct with the Bal-
timore & Ohio, the Pennsylvania & other
raiiways running out of Pittsburg. The L. E.
& D. R. bias aiready completed traffic air-
rangements with the C.P.R., & similar ar-
rangements are pending with the G.T.R.,
M.C.R., & Wabash. (Officiai.)

The principal owners of the L. E. & D. R.
are Hiramn Waiker & Sons, the millionaire
distiliers of Walkerviile, so that the Co. wiii
not want for capital to work its property to
the fuliest advantage.

The Quebec Conference.

Several questions of special importance to
the interests represented by THE RAILWAY

& SHIPPING WORLD wili corne before the rep-
resentatives of Great Britain, Canada & the
U.S. sitting at Quebec. These are referred
to by the Toronto Globe as foliows:

IlWhiie it is a large question, there should
be no great obstacle in tbe way of corning to
an understanding in regard to the bonding
privilege, the continuance of which is recog-
nized as an advantage both to the U. S. &
Canada, & it would seemn that aIl that is cail-
ed for in this matter would be the careful
drafting by experts of a series of clauses cov-
ering ail possible conditions of transportation
for incorporation in the treaty.

IlThe proposed revision of the treaty stipul-
lation in regard to the maintenance of war
vessels upon the groat lakes seerns to pre-
vent no tiîne-consuming difficulty. If' it is the
wish of the U. S. rnereiy to be allowed to con-
struct war vesseis on the upper »akes for
ocean service, & not to maintain a fleet ini the
iniand waters, it is probable that no serious
objection wiii be offered.

IThe alien labor question, which bas been
the cause of se rnuch irritation, wii,doubtiess,
find an easy solution.

ilThe anamralies of the wrecking laws of
both countries have long been feit by the ship
ping trade & recognized by public rnen, & there

being a mnrifest disposition to wipe out small
causes of difference, this one will be removed
wiîh the rest. In short, if the three questions
of prime importance reîating to reciprocity in
trade, the Bering Sea seai fishery & the At-
lantic fisheries are disposed of, there can be
littie doubt that the solution of the other dif-
ferences wilI followv."

A tèw days later the Globe said in reference
to the question of war vessels on the lakes:
"The crucial question will be one of transit,
rather than construction. The vessels con-
ternplated are, we suppose, destroyers, and
other srnali but deadly craft, capable of pass-
ing through the Canadian canais. The Globe
said when this subject was first broached (Juiy
25) that it was opposed to the maintenance cf
arrned fleets. on these waters & to giving
the Americans any territorial rights in our
canais, for that or any other purpose, & it ad-
heres to that view."

A correspondent of the Globe, writing frorn
Quebec, Aug. 22, says: I A city which is
early in the field is Ogdensburg, represented
here by State Senator Malby, of the NewYork
Legisiature. Ogdensburg wants to see the
WVelland canal thrown open free to ail vessels,
a tonnage fee of 212 cents a ton being at pre-
sent coiiected on ail vesseis, Canadian or
U.S., passing through. With this tax e
moved he thinks Ogdensburg wouid get a lot
of the grain that now goes over the Erie
Canal to eastern points hy way of Buffalo.
He admits that Buffalo& New York wili object
to free canal navigation into Lake Ontario but
thinks the grain-shippers of the west & the
grain-users of New Engiand wiil support bis
position. Canada, he thinks, wouid gain
heavily also by the diversion of grain bound
for Europe frorn the Erie route to the St. Law-
rence. The benefit to Montreal, however, is
îîot what Senator Malby is here to put to the
front. Buffalo & the Erie are what Ogdens-
burg is out after."

Toronto Street Rallway Taxation.

The application of the Toronto Ry. Co. for
leave to appeal fromn the decision of the Court
of Appeal of Ontario, holding that the rails,
potes & wires of street raiiway companies
were land, & assessable as realty, came on
to be heard before the Privy Council in Lon-
don, Eng., Aug. 2. Hon. E. Blake, Q.C.,
appeared for the T. Ry. Co., & C. Robinson,
Q.C.. for the City of Toronto. The position
taken by the city was that leave to appeal
should not be granted, because the legisiature
of this country & its courts should have the
right to settie their own domestic questions of
taxation, & that no broad general question of
generai law was therefore involved. The
Privy Council gave effect to this contention, &
refuisod the leave to appeal. The refusai of
the leave does not sete the question as to
whether rails, potes & wires are assessable
as land. The Toronto Ry. Co. intends to
further contest the question by paying its tax-
es under protest, & then suing the city to re-
cover back the same. It wili then be entitled
to the decision of the Privy Council upon the
assessability, as a matter of right, without
special leave.

Smoke, Noise, Vibration & Bustle.

In Toronto, AUg. 22, Judge Rose gnve
judgment in the appeal of the T. H. & B. Ry.
against the award of $5,ooo made by Arbi-
trators Judge C. J. Snyder & W. Bell, of
Hamnilton, in favor of the trustees of the Mc-
Nab Street Presbyterian Church, Hamilton,
for darnages to land & for "lthe smoke, noise,
vibration & bustie " consequî'nt upon the run-
ning of the railway past the church. The
judgment confirmed the t5ot land darnages,
but rererred back to the arbitralors the bal-
ance of the award, $4,, to clirninate IIany
arnount allowed for srnoke, noise or bustie."
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