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ADVICE PREACHERS SHOULD
NOT TAKE.

BY KNOXONIAN,

‘“ Throw away your sermon and talk to
the people the way the politicians are talk-
ing to them.” This is the piece ot advice
frequently given to the preachers of the
United States during the Presidential elec-
tion. If the press reports are correct, Mr.
Moody dispensed this kind of medicine
quite freely at one or two meetings of minis-
ters. Of course all men of his school pre-
scribe the same treatment. Judging from
the way in which they sometimes speak one
would thiok that a prepared sermon was
the chief hindrance to the conversion ol the
world, Just throw away your manuscript
and even Chicago mght be converted. Well,
Mr. Moody has thrown away his manuscript
and a good many of his followers never had
one to throw away. They have preached
and worked in Chicago for a long time, and
at last accounts the city was not qulte con-
verted. Ifall preachers could repeat their
sermons as often as Mr. Moody has repeat-
ed that sermon of his on sowing and reap-
ing they would not need a manuscript.
They would not even need notes,. We
doubt very much it Mr. Moody has a single
sermon that he has not preached at least
fifty times. Probably that sarmon on sow-
ing and reaping, the best one he preaches,
has been delivered hundreds of times. It
Is easy fora man who has a few sermons
““ well up,” and who rarely preaches more
than a few weeks in one place, to tell men
who preach to the same congregation a
hundred times a year to throw away their
sermon.

But supposing it were a good thing to
throw away one’s sermons, would it be a good
thing to speak to the people in church on
Sunday in the way that McKinley and
Bryan and their friends have been speaking
to the citizens of the United States?

Campaign speeches bristle with half
truths. Would it be a good thing to de-
liver half truths to the people on Sabbath ?
Halt truths are often the most dangerous
and deadly kind of untruths, They are
more dangerous in the pulpit than in any
other place because the issues dealt with in
the pulpit are more important than any
other issues. Half truths are often more
popular than the whole truth, If McKinley
and Bryan told the whole truth on any
public question the enthnslasm would soon
wane and the crowds soon scatter. An
honest preacher will not deceive men with
half truths " about faith or sin, or future re-
tributlon, or any other important mattek,
even though the half truths would draw.

Campaign appeals are often made to the
selfish side of human pature, McKinley
says in effect elect me and my prohibitory
tariff will make you rich. Bryan says in
substance—so we read—elect me and you
can pay your debts with 53 cents on the
dollar. Any man who stands up before a
mixed audience and tells the people how
they can make 53 cents into a dollar can
get a good audience and a good hearing in
aony part of the civilized world—even if he
uses a manuscript.

Election speeches are for the most part
made to men who want to hear and believe
them. The Republicans who journey to
McKinley's home in Obio—railway fare per-
haps paid—go there just because they want
to hear McKinley on the Republican plat.
form. Bryan’s immense audiences want to
hear Bryan tell them how to make their 53
cents have the paying power of a dollar.
Both candidates for the most part tell their

audiences what the audiences want to hear. .

An honest preacher must tell his audience a
great maoy things they don’s want to hear,
and some things they hate to hear. '
Bat, asa matter ot fact, do the politic-
lans always /2/k to the people? Is there an in-
telligent man in America who does rot
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koow that politicians of the first or even
second rank in the United Siates nearly
always read their important speeches from
a manuscript? Why even Bryan himself,
the great orator of this campaign, tried to
read his first speech in New York on a hot
night in July. He didn’t read again because
he was not a good enough reader to hold
bis audience. There is grim humour in
telling a lot of preachers to talk to the peo-
ple as the politicians do, when everybody
knows that many of the leading politicians
of the United States read their best
speeches,

Even when a first-class man delivers his
speech without manuscript or notes, it is
always carefully arranged and often arrang-
¢d very much in the form of a good sermon.
Rosebery’s great speech in Edinburgh, the
other evening, is a good illustration. That
fine effort has its firstly and secondly and
thirdly as distinctly as anyScotch sermon ever
had them. Then there is a subdivision of
three reasons why his lordship wished public
meetings to be held on the Armenia ques-
tion, and all through the speech one can see
the framework quite clearly. Rosebery did
not°read his splendid eftart, because he can
deliver a high-class speech without a manu-
script.  Still he did not indulge in the kind
of ‘“7alk” that preachers are exhorted to
use instead of a prepared discourse.

High-.class men in other professions
always arrange their matter on occasions of
importance. Examine the best efforts of
any lawyer of the first or second class, ex-
amine any judgment of any high-class
judge, examine any statement made by a
statesman of high ravk, and you lnvariably
find that the matter is well arranged and
often our old friends firstly, secondly and
thirdly are used without any apology.
Clerical dudes barely one remove from
mental imbecility may glory in their little
essay because it has no old fashioned divi-
sions ; young men with lots of vacant room
in the upper story, appropriately covered
with a soft felt bat, may -ridicule sermons,
but the fact remains that every man of emin-
ence in any profession arranges the matter
he wishes to bring before his fellow men in
the most orderly and powerful way he can,
and very often the form of arrangement re-
sembles very much the form of a good ser-
mon.

The politicians who speak extempore to
the people are usually the *‘ ward bosses,”
the “ heelers,” the ‘ bummers,” the un.
clean fellows who fire the blood on the back
streets and humbug the rural voter in the
back townships. Is it proposed that
preachers should imitate them ?

Another point would stand discussion,
Politicians usually address the people for a
brief time, and at a time when the people
are not only interested but excited. Preach-
ers have to keep on addressing the same
people two or three times a week for years,
How long could McKinley or Bryan keep
their audiences together? How long could
our own Laurier, a much better orator than
either, keep together the audience he ad-
dressed in Toronto last June ? Every decent
man in the United States was thankful that
the speech-making was ended last Tuesday
evening. The fact is, there is no man who
keeps his audience together as long or as
wellas a good gospel preacher. Compari-
sons between him and a campaign orator are
for the most part—well, to be plain about it,
they are for the most part rusdis.

PRINCETON'S SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL CELEBRATION.

BY REV, WILLIAM MOORE, D.D.

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,
October the zoth, 21st, and 22ad, Princeton
put on her holiday attire and held open door
to welcome the visitors from every part of
the continent and from Europe who came to

“take part in the celebration of the sesqui-

centennial anniversary of the frieads of the
college of New Jersey.
Two great arches had been built on the

main street, one bearing the old, and one
the new style of the institution. The whole
town and even trains which brought visitors
from New York and Philade!phia were gay
with flags and with streamers and festoons
of orange and black, the college colors.

The professors, graduates and visitors
assembled first in Marquand Chapel and
marched in procession to Alexander Hall. As
all who took part in the procession wore the
academic costume indicative of raok, in the
uaiversity they represented, there was a
great variety of color which lighted up and
gave an attractive appearance to the scene.
The exercises of the first day were under the
presidency of Mr. C. E. Green, the chair-
man of the Board of Trustees. After the
usual devotional exercises the president of
the college, Rev. Francis L. Patton, D.D.,
LL.D., delivered an impressive and power-
ful sermon on the relation of religion to the
university. It is impossible to do justlce to
this magaificent discourse in any mere sum-
mary or outline and yet a seantence or two
culled at random may perhaps exhibit some-
thing of its spirit ; .

** Universities are, in a general way, the off-
spring of Christianity, There are universities (and
Princeton is one of them) that may be regarded
as distinctly Christian rather in the conditions of
their osigin, than in the contents of their curricula.
Their object is not so much to teach religion as to
teach science in a religious spirit. It was more in
the way they teach than in whas they teach that
they deserve to be called Christian schools.
Hence a Christian college is not to- be judged by
the amount of religion that it teaches, or the
place it assignsto the Scriptures in its curricalum.
In the colleges and uasiversities of which I speak
Christianity underlie, informs, unifies, and is the
unexpressed postulate of all instruction, And
this Christian spirft, that practically affects teach-
ing without announcing itself, which presupposes
Christianity without any irritating self-assertion is
on the whole most effective, ’

¢ There is another work which the university
ought to perform. It should contribute to the
formation of a sound public opinion. In & broad
and far-reaching sense it should teach patriotism,
The essential morality of the people of our land,
as it finds expression in the pulpit and the press
is a great source of comfort in 3 time of national
peril.  Aund yet, when fundamental authority is
assailed, when revolutionary views of government
are publicly expounded, when socialistic theories
find plausible advocates, it will not do to rely
altogether upon popular sentiment, or the native
common sense of the American people. We
must do something to keep the common
sense - from being corrupted, and this must
consist of something more than popular harangues

and the florid iterations of the commonplaces of
morality.

‘ There must be deep philosophical discussion
of great public questions by men of acknowledged
authority in political, social and economic science.
This work can be done better in the university
than anywhere else. This is what I mean when
I say that the University should be a school of
patriotism,”

After expressing the hope that the uni-
versities would soon be the centre for a great
religious movement, President Patton went
ontosay: “I do not know what part
Princeton will have in this movement, but it
would be strange if she should have none,
Whatever be our place in the sphere of in.
tellectualism, may Princeton be at the head
in the sphere of religious actlvity. Chris.
tlanity is more than a collection of predpts,
tis a way of salvation. This message has
been proclaimed in the pulpit of the college
of New Jersey for 150 vears, and may it
never be sald of those who hold a high place
in Princeton Uaiversity that they are asham-
ed of the gospel of Christ.”

If it were possible we would like to see
the whole of this masterly exposition of the
place and functions of the University reprint.
ed in your columas.

In the afternoon of Tuesday the recep-
tion of delegates was held in Alexander Hall
which was again filled to overflowing. Dr.
Howard Duffield, of New York, delivered the
address of welcome. President Eliot of
Harvard responded on behalf of the Ameri-
can Universities and Learned Socleties, and
Prof. J. J. Thomson, of Cambridge, replied
on behalf of the Uaiversities and Learned
Societies of Europe. The speeches of both
these gentlemen were brief and in exceed-
logly good taste. For Clear, chaste and ap-
Propriate expression the speech of President
Eliot left nothing to be desired.

Wednesday forenoon was devoted to the
commemoration side of the festivities. The

|NovEMBER I1th, 1896,

chief speakers were the Rev. Eenz
Vandyk=, D.D , who read a poem entitle
“ The Builders.”

Dr. Vandyke was followed by Prof. Wod:
row Wilson, who delivered an oration en"
titled : “ Princeton in the Nation's Servioe-d
in which he recounted the services reudcar:Ie
the nation by the sons of Princeton int

great crises of the nation’s history. at

Thursday was in some respects the K":
day of the feast. After the usual open ."'f
exercises, President Patton, In a very 8'3‘;;‘
ful speech, announced the chaoge of t to
and told of the additions recently made
the Eadowment Fund.

The first charter of the College of N:'Z
Tersey was signed by John Hamilton, Pres
ent of His Majesty’s Council, on the 22“'
day of October, 1746. On the 22ad dfy °.
October, 1896, the College became a Uulve‘:-
sity. Io miking the announcement Presi
eat Patton said: It is now my pleas
ure to say that from this moment what M:
heretofore been kaown as the College ©
New Jersey, shall in all future time be kaow?
as Princeton Unaiversity. Miy God b'“’l
Princeton Uatversity and make us faithfo
in her service.” ¢

As regards the endowment the stateme“‘
was somewhat as follows: The result ©
twenty months’ persistent eftirt is “";
$1,353.291 has been added to the fuads 0
the College ; $600,000 for the erection of 8
library, $250 000 fir purposes uuaunouncei
aud another sum for the erection of Blalf
Hall ; the income from the latter going °
the support of professorships, and the rest or
aggregate sum for the foundation of the f'f"'
Cosh professorship ; and several upiversity
fellowships. The wealthy people of the
United States are certainly munificent pat-
rons of learning.

Hounorary degrees were then givento those
who bad bzen selected to be the recipients
of them. Among the distinguished ﬂ“‘:
whom Priaceton . honored were Priacip}
Caven of Kaox College, Presideat Ludo?
of Toroato Uaiversity, President P:tersed
of McGill Uaiversity, and Mr. GO'd";
Smith. Thus Canada came in for 8 f0
share of recognition.

After the ceremnnies connected with the
conferring of degrees were concluded D%
Patton introduced Presideat Cieveland. As
the President stepped forward, the whol
immense audience rose and received hif®
with prolonged and eathusiastic cheers.

The President delivered a powerful and
touching speech tpon the relations of the
University to the nation aad the services
which educated men should render to their
country.

This speech was probably one of the
greatest the President of the U ited S:ate$
has ever made. Itis not too much to s8Y
that many sentences deserve to be writteo i:
letters of gold, Though President Clevelan
had himself in perfect control and spok®
with calmness and precision, there Wweré
moments when it was manifest to every
listener that he was the subject of intes®
feeling. Especially was this the case whe®
he uttered the following words :

‘It is exceedingly unfortunate that P"h'::’
should be regarded in any quarter as an l;nce du-
thing to be avoided by those claiming to .ed“ ,
cated or respectable, It would be strange, 8 £ our
if anything related to the administration Ol
government, or the welfare of our pation shoﬂuper_
essentially degrading. I believe it is not & s‘ct on
stitious sentiment that leads to the OOP"“O o
that God has watched over our national Methin p
its beginning. Who will say that the - oo
worthy of God's regard and fostering care :.:s ¢ of
worthy of the touch of the wisest and

oul -
men? I would have those sent out by oW -

]
colleges and universities, not only the couﬂseg"‘
of their fellow countrymen, but the tl’f‘f“: tha
the people, fully appreciating every conditio ! very
presses upon their daily life, sympathetic in Svery
untoward situation, quick and earnest in
effort to advance their happiness an
and prompt and steady in the defence of
rights.”

At this polnt the audience gaye vent ':’
their pent-up feelings in loud and entlm!e
astic cheers, and it was some minutes be“"t
silence was sufficiently restored to Pe"l“
the President to conclude a speech wh

wellare,
o al theif

. . in the
“varlous departments of public life, and in th N
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