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CUINA MOV.¢ AT LAST—TEE
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE
SOCIETY,

Before the late war with Japan the youn.
¢r mandarins in Ohina who were inclined
for reform were sayiag, ‘* Ah! we must wait
for thirty years, until those anti-foreign tan-
dating now in powerin Peking are dead,
then Ohina may have n chance of moving
forward.”” But there have been influences
at work jo the providence of God that have
caused what seemed to be dead bones to
m

ml":e;en before the war thete were secre-
taties in the highest yamens in Pekiog that
were reading ons of the monthly periodicals
and other books published in Shanghal by
the Christlan Llterature Society, This
mosothly, called the Wan Kwok Kung Pao
or Review of the Times (uterally, the public
news of all natlons), is edited by Dr, ],
Young Allen, of the American Methodist
Episcopal Mission, who has lately been en-
titely set apart by his mission for this work
of enlighte”_ing China. It contalns articles,
ot only by misslonarles, but also by consuls
and members of the Ohluese Oustoms ser-
vice, bearing upon all subjects that coacemn
the welfare of a natlon, and giving account
of all modern impraved methods of support-
ing and elevatiag a nation—information
much needed in China, where at least three
millions dle annually of starvation—and that
while thelr owa country is xich in rzsources,
{f they but koew how to develop them.

Then came the war, which convinced
even the most anti-forslgn that China bad
much to leare from other patlons.

Another factor was the presence in Pek-
ing of Rev, Gilbert Reid, of the American
Presbyterian Mission, who had been set
apart by his Board for work among the
higher classes in China. He, in a frieadly
way, gradually got acceys to the highest
mandarins in Peking, aud, belag a co-secre-
tary of the Christiau Literature Society with
Mr. Timotby Richard (English Baptist Mis-
sion) wasable to introduce the literature of
that Society into the yamens of the very
highest in autkority. Into the hands of the
tators of the Emperor he put Mr, Richard's
translation of Mackeazie's ¢ Nineteenth
Century.”” When Mr. Richard went to the
capital about the middle of last September,
in order (along with an American mission-
ary there) to present a memorial from the
Protestant missionaries of Ohina, he was
visited freely by the highest mandarins, and
was invited to dine with refcrming Hanling
(the higliest literary degree in Ohina, some-
what equivalent of our LL.D.). He found
that there were at least fifty Hanlins desirous
of reform oun the lines laid down by the
C.L.S. Tke chief tutor of the Emperor,
Weng Tung Ho, who is the Prime Minister,
ard called by some the ‘‘ uncrowned king
of Chiha, as the Emperor in everything fol-
lows his advice and who till lately was
spoken .of as extremely anti-forelgn-—zven
this man asked for an interview, with Mr.
Richard. Daring the interview after listea-
iog to Mr. Richard's accouat of religious
toleration in the West, he sald that China,
too, must adopt the . same principle and let
Christianity alone. At the close of the in-
terview ke asked Mr. Richard to- draw up

for his perusal a scheme of reform for Chiaa. "

This bas beea done and preseated.

The Emperor himself is reading and has
expressed his satisfaction with some of the
works of Mr, Richard. A newspaper bas
been started, issued oace.in two days, and
called by the same name as the monthly. of
the O.L S.—Wan Kwok- Kung Pao—and
copying largely from it. A Reform Olub
has been formed, half of the fuads for start:
ing which were given by Chang Chin Tung,
Vicesoy of Central China. This Viceroy
bas for some years-been reading the .litera-
ture of the C.L.S., and has shown his appre-
clation of that Soclety by givieg In 1894 d
contribution of 1,000 taels to its fands
(;.,":5;: :according .to the exchange at that
time), .

THE CANADA

A natlve reformer, Kang Yeuewel, from
Oanton, has also letely presested a mem-
orlal, a kind of Reform Bill ln fact, sigoed
ty 1,300 Chujin (cext degree to Ilanlin)
throughout the Emplre. Thisreformer may
be called the Keskud Caunder Sem of China,
as ¢ he desires to establish the reforms of
Chloa on & moral foundation and oo God
tha great ‘Father of all.’"” He has also
(to quote a letter from Mr, Richard, wrltten
immediately alter this reformer visited him
on October 17th) * founded a new school of
thinkers in China, who Interpret the Ohinege
classics o a new and mora spiritual and
sclentific manuner. He has already publish-
ed several of his <7rks,”” This man was
also very antl-forelgn, uatil on his way from
Canton to Peking to take the highest degrees
he passed through the forelgn settiements in
Hrog-Kong, Shangha! sad Tientsin, and
“ got convinced that the so-calied barbarlans
were not barbariaus after all but highly
civilised and gentla-folk with whom it was &
pleasure to have intercourse, When he
got to Peking and saw the state of the
capital he became disgusted, for instead of
findlog the Celestial capital before these
ports, it was far behlnd, Then he com-
menced to study Western literature, and is

now one of the leading Radical Reformers.”

, That the Christian Literature Society
has been a powerful factor in bringlag about
t bis reform isundoubted. The question then
arises,—If, with the hitherto very limited
means at its disposal, it bas been so affac.
tive, what might it not do with a larger in-
come? In the year eadiug October, 1894
—that in which Viceroy Cbang Chia Tung
contributed £150—from all sonrces its In-
come was only £1,000, Witk this small in.
come it can only afford to issue editions of
from 2,000 to 10,000 of any of its works,
when, to reach the teeming mlilions, there
should, of its best works; be aa issue of at
least 100,000, Uan the home churches not
bestir themsclves, and give at least one
collection in the year towards the support
of this Society, whose objsct is the Chris-
tianisation snd elevation of one-fourth of the
human race? Individuals or churches may
be the means of enlightening a whole pre-
fecture by subscribing £z20 yearly for sup-
plyiog a depot with suitanle Christian litera-
ture, Missions of all denomioations in

China are more or less indebted to this,

Soclety, as they use its literature In their
work, especially the AMissionary Review,
which is particalarly adapted to stieagthen
and ealighten the native pastors ani teach-
ers, Informstion and reports may be had
from the secretary of the Soclety in Glas-
gow, Mc. A, G, Desholm Young, 2 Kerrs.
land Street, Glasgow,

In spite of the many things that seem ad-
verse to the progress of Christianity in
China lately, surely the above leads us to
entertain great hope for the speedy winning
of China to God. Is he pot taklug what is
the first step toward that when she is tum-
ing for advice to God's ministers, the
Christlan missionaries in that land,.—Afrs.
Timothy Rickard in the Christiann World

BRITISH MEDICIAL AMISSION-
ARIES IN THE FOREIGN
. FIELD.

A recent issue of Medical Missions givesa
list of medical missionaries 1o the service of
the various British and Irish Missionary
Sacietics. From this it appears that the
Church of England has thirty in the foreign
field ; the Free Church of Scotland, twenty-
nine; thes Lond>n Missionary Society,
twenty ; the United Presbyterian Church,
nineteen ; the Presbyterian Church of Eog-
land, 14 ; the China Ioland Mission, ten ;
the Church of Scotland, nine ; and the So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel,
eight, and other societies each a smaller
pumber, The medical-profession of Great
Britain and Ireland is vepresented in the
forelga field by 187 mea and thirty-nine
women, As there are over 30,000 men and
250 women who possess British qualifica-
tions, it canaot be said that the aumber en.
gaged in foreign missions is an .adequate:
proportion. But the proportion is growing,
In 1890 the list included_ooly 1325 pames;
now.it numbers 226. Iadia claims seveaty-

-one of them ; Ohina, seventy; Africa,-in-

cluding Madagascar, fort~ Syria. and
Palestipe, sixteen ; other.place. fewer than.
.Ave eack. The distribution: among the
Ohurches i3 .as _follows: Presbyterians,
eighty-seveaty ; Church of Eagland, fifty-
one’;. Cougregational, lwenty-one; Meth-
odists, nine; Baptists, spven; Friends,
-our .3 Brethren, four. -

PRESBYTERIAN,

Doung Prople's Sorieties,

CONDIUCTED BY A REMDER OF THE GENERAL
ASIEMBLY'S COMNITTRY,

TIHE YOUNG PEOILE IN THE
MISSION. FIELD

This week the missionary staft will be
recruited by a large contingent from the
Oolleges., The young misslonary may be
expecled to ba In close touch with young
people's work. He can do no better wotk
than get the youog people banded together
for mutual ancouragement and work. A
good active Y.P.S.O.E, or Y.P.H.M.S. will
fill up many a sllent Sabbath where the
“ supply " Is net coanstant,

THE IHOME MISSION SOCIETY.,"”

The March number (No. 3) of TAe Home
Mission Society is out and contains four
double column pages of closely priated
matter on Home missions and the work of
the Young DPaople's Home Missionary
Soclety, Rev. A. Henderson, Appia, Oat.,
will sead it in quantities for gratuitous dis-
tribution on application, Itis- odreading,
full of fact and incident, and iucludes Dr.
Robertson's account of the tous of himself
and Rev. O, W. Gordon, to the mining.
camps of British Columbla last {all, written
in the Moderator’s wall.known ringing
style, Here are some items from the base
of supplies. The London Presbyterlal
Y.P.H.M.S. contributed last year $500 to
Home mission work, Gleacoe Y.P.S.0.E.
gave $75 last season tosupport a missionary.
This year they take up Rossland, B.C. St.
Andrew’s, Pertk and Brookside Bands sent
in lately $150 for last summes’s work in
Shuswap, B.C,, and pledge a like amount
for thic year. The same society saat 370
.bs. of clothing to Beaver Lake, where sixty
families had been barned out. And so the
young people are pushing on the work.

DILIGENCE IN THE SOCIETY'S WORK.

¢ In what parts of onr Society’s work is
diligence needed?” Let us look at this
question from the stand point of an ordinary
Active member, We come every Monday
evening, secure in the belief that some one
is golng to take the meeting. Should any-
thing happen to detaln the leader or should
hebe disappointed in the assistaace arranged
for.—and both these occurrences, althoogh
very rare, have been kaown to happen,—kow
many of us come prepared to do our part—
our duty, for that'saititis—to make the meet-
Ing a success? The leader asks us to bring
& paper or item, some bit of information on
the subject. Do we always coasent willing-
ly andat once? He asks for prayers, and
the same fcw respond, with an occasional
mew voice. Are we diligent in this? And
20 we might go on enumerating the different
points at which we might do better.. The
Committee do thelr work honestly and care-
fully, but should we not look on ourselves
as unofficial members of each committes,
tae Look-out, Prayer-meeting, Social, Visit-
ing, Music ; and take as our motto, * What-
soever thy nand findeth to do, do it with thy
might?”

[The above is one of fifteen contribn-
tions to a C.E. meeting on the toplc
“ Diligent in Business,” written by MissMar-
garet Allen, St. Paul's, Bowmanville, The
Editorof the ¢ Young People’s Column ” will
gladly find room for similar bright and
helpful papers, and invites workers to send
them in.]

¢ The Epworth League Mannal,” com-
piled by Rev. A. O. Crews, the General
Secretary of Epworth Leagues, is an admir-
able little booklet of 103 pages, packed full
of hints and suggestions on League work
gathered from many- quarters. There is
much in it for other yourg people’s societics
as well, '

That is an encouraging report that
comes from the Emerson (Manitaba) Preshy-
terlan Y.P.S.C.E., Mr. Ogle R. Adair,

- President. **A very active part taken by

the youoger members.”
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WILL OUR KXCUSES STAND?

e

RRV. V. 8. M'TAVISH, B.D., DESERONTO,

Aptil 1e ~Acts xxvl, 19418,

There are two classes of persons who
make excuses, The unconverted make ex-
cuses for not becoming Christians and Ohrls.
tians who are careless or lazy make them for
thelr neglect of Christlan duty.

I We shall dealfirat with those which
the unconverted give for remainlog iaa state
of sin aud of alieaation from God. Oae of
the most common—30 common indeed that
we mest it everywhere—Is that thets ars
tmany hypoctites in the Cuurch, Wil that
excuse stand? No. There are men ia every
fraternal soclety In this country who are not
what they ought to be—mea who do not
liveup to their obligations ; and yet some of
the very men who refuse to trustin Jesus
Christ and to identify themselves wih His
Church because of the hypocrites in it, be-
long to socleties some of whoss meiabers
are elther seif-decelved or trylog to deceive
others. Even wera this not the case, the
excuse Is both unreasonable and Indefensi
ble, because men shall not be judged at last
by the conduct of others. Every man shall
give account of himself to God (Rom. xtv, 13),
1€ Christ were hete on earth and ons were
to say to Him, ** I would be a Christian snd
{dentify myself with your Church, if there
were not so many hypocrites in {1, what
would Jesus say? Would He uot zeply,
¢ What is that to thee” (Joho xxi, 23)2
Would He not say, ** Follow thou Me?" We
fear that those who are so very much afraid
of associatiog with hypocrites 1o the Okurch
on earth, will speod eternity among them,
for thelr hops like the hypocritss will be cut
off (Job. viil. 13).

Otkers make the excuse that they ars
not elected to be saved. How does any one
koow he has not been ? He has no right to
assume that. The unconverted man has
nothing to do with election, but when he
hears the invitation, * Whosoever will let
bim come,” it is his dutyto accept it. When
he has accepted that blessed invitation, he
can rejoice in the assurance that be was
elected to be saved.

Others excuse themselves on the ground
that another time will do. ¥fone should be
cut off suddenly without warning, could he
plead that excuse before God ? There is wo
object in delaying when God has sald, ** Now
1s the accepted time ; and *¢ To-day il you
will hear His voics, harden not your kearts.”
Ananias said to Saul of Tarsus, * Aud now,
why tarziest thou?” That question might be
asked of everyone who procrastinates in the
matter of seeking salvation.”

Sometimes we meet one who gives as his
reason for not becoming a Christian, **1 am
too great a sinner to be saved.” Was there
ever & sinner whom Christ could not save ?
Has He not all power? Is He not omnipo.
teat to save ? ¢ Wherefore He is able to
fave to the uttermost all those who come to
God by Him " (Heb. vlii. 25).

I1. Unfortunately the unconverted ones
are not ths only ones who make -excuses.
Christians sometimes try to extenuate their
faults and to condone thelr neglect of duty. -
Strange and worderfol are the grouads on
which they excuse themselves, Oae tays:
¢ I bave no time for this werk” But what
is time for ? *“ The time that bears no fruit
deserves no name.” Another says as Moses
did, I am not eloquent.” Axother, in the
words of Jeremiah says, * I cannot speak; for

Tama child” Are these sufficient reasons
for the neglect of duty? The design of the
religlon of Christ is to entich the Christizn
in cye:gthing. in all ntterance and in ail
knowledge (7 Cor. i, 5). -Soine hesitate be-

, cause they fear they might be repulsed by

those whoip they try to help and save, But
why should any one hold back on that ac-
count ! We believe almost every -Christian
worker will testify that when the unconvert-
ed are approached in a2 kind, judicions man-
aer, good offices, so far from belng repulsed,
are most cordially received. The story of
Philip dealing with- the Ethopiap—addres-
-sing him without a formal introduction—is
typical of the success which crowns the
labors of the earaest, loving worker.



