1

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

435

Bur CONTRIBUTORS.

NOTES FROM FORMOS |

(The fel!owmt: interesting ictter trom Rev. k. b, Junor,
has been handed us by the Convencr of the Faregn Mision
Committee, amd we make toom for @ with pleasure, feehng
cettain ourreaders will peruee the details theremn glven wath
unmixed satisfaction,—LBn. . 1%])

My Drar DBroruer. It is now a long time
since [ wrote you last and a long time since we heard
from you. Qur delay has been caused by our taking
a tnip round the stations and my desire to vend vou
as full an account as possible of our trip 1 willmen-
tion sometimes small details that mav seem insigniti
cant, but 1 believe you will geta very much better no-
tion of the mission and of our life.  Fur some time it
bad been contemplated that Mrs. . should take a tip
through the stations as she was anvious to ~¢e them.
We arranged for starting on Tuesday, 19th of Nov.
but 1 had a severe attack of fever for four or five days
previous, so that we could not.  On, Wednesday how
cver we determined to start. We had prepared pro
visions for two weeks and had everything reads, Lut
we could not procure coolies to carry the chairs

But let me deceribz more panticolarly  First, a
sedan chair. Imagine twolony bamboo poles. cighteen
feet long, and suspended  between them a square bas.
ket chair about four and-a-half feet long and two feet
wide, with four upright bamboo poles on wluch 1eate
a rool or cover, from which roof hang curtains of
water-proof cloth, and you have a sedan chair  The
colour is green.  Put three Chine: ¢ coolies, two before
and onc behind, with these poles on their shoulders,
and you are ready for the road.  The chair s casily
procured but without the coolies it is of little use, and
they ane diflicult to procure.  Some of vour readers
may think 1 exaggerate when 1 say that it is utterly
impossible to describe the vexations and annoyances
they bring you. You can’t travel without them, un
less you walk, which Mr. McKay has preferred to do
mostly, but he is a perfect Hercules to walk, and will
walk any ten men blind in a few days, if they try 10
keep up with him,

\We next had to prepare plares for carrying pro-
visions, clothes, cte., for a two weeks' journev  These
are four baskets, in scctions, and water-proof, One
coolie carries two of these suspended from a bamboo
pole. Each weighs perhaps from thirty to forty
pounds.

\We were detained for three davs by the scheming
and trickery of the coolics.  ‘They knew we wanted to
go, and they banded together 1o ask exorbitant prices,
which I would not give. It is anactual fact that one
of these men will waste a whole day in dispute for no
higher a sum than a few cask (a2 cash 112 of a cent.)
On Friday, the 22nd,we got started,but not till g a. m,
whereas all had agreed the previous night to be ready
by 6 a. m. To thevery last minute they tried to ex-
tort a few morc cash, refusing to move on this and
that paltry excuse, the final one being that it was now
too Iate, and that they would not get the first stage done
before dark. They of course wanted higher pay for
travelling after dark.  Oh, the exasperation ' If only
only one could be independent of them, if you could
go by horse or mule or ox or any way If alone, |
could manage, but I was comaparatively at theirmercy.
We got started however at 9 a. m. as I have said.

We go down to the river and cross in a boat, and
set off across the rice ficlds for Tiong-lek, our firsy
stopping place, twenty miles distant.  Ir half an hour
we come to the Pat-li-hun chapel, at which, however,
wedo not stop.  Foran hour and a half we continue
travelling through rice ficlds.  Here let me describe
the district of the Pat-li-hun chapel, a good illustration
of the Chineso method of cultivation. Opposite our
housc and across the riveris a hill or mountain 3,000
feet high, behind which, ta the south stretches for 6if-
teen miles a level table land from 1,000 to Soo feet
high. To the right of our house, across the river, and
between this table land and the sea, is a low plaiy
about threc milesby five or six. This is the “ Pat-h-
hun ” district, and i1 the centre is the chapel. From
the table land side ot this valley run down streams,
through deep gorges into the plain. ‘These streams
are dammed up and reservoirs formed. The whole plain
is carcfully laid out in terraces. These terraces, one
or more, or al/, canbe flooded at any time from these
reservoirs, the water running from one terrace to an-
other. ‘This is the method of irrigation all over the
north of Formosa. The-rice (usually two crops in the

year) is planted, then the Iand is Hooded till the rice
is about ripe, when the water is allowed to run off.
The roads through this valley (and similarly in all the
valleys) consists situply of the embankment artificially
thrown up between the different lots or {arns on these
terraces.  There are no fences here, except some few
of hamboo, lots being divided by these embankments,
some of them about one and a half, others two feet in
width Aoz such a road we travel for an hour and
a half when we turn off1o asrend to the table land. It
is a hard and steep ascent, but when 2scended, from
the tap the sight is grand  Looking along the edge
of the tahle land yey «ce it cut by deep gorges, each
sending its quata of 1efre~hing, life giving water to
the plun below  Looking out to seca, between you
and it stretehes the lovely valley, Iaid out with faule-
less regularity and dotted hiere and there with clumps
of trces inthe midst of which are the hiouses of the
inhabitants. After pansing a few minutes tolook at
scene, we start off across the table land through fields
of tea and potatoes, corn and sugar cane.  Here is a
good road on which a carriage might teavel, At twelve
we halt behind a fence of 1all grass and sit down for
dinner o half an hour we are off again, At 1 p. m
we are rejuired to meet Mr McKay coming to mcet
us  About 3 p m. we come to the edge of the table
land and look down on a beautiful valley stictching
away to the south west towards the sea. Descending,
we turn away to the south-east through a winding
path between lew hills, and in a shost time come out
into another valley  Entering this valley and upon
the main road between Bangka and Tiong-lek we
pass an towards the latter place, which we reaci about
dusk.  Before reaching Tiong-lck we come to quite
a large Flabla town. The liakkas are cmigrants
from the more northers provinces of China and keep
pretty distinet from the other peoples of Formosa,

In ‘Tionk-lek is the best hotel in Formosa. When
I speak of a liotel 1 know you have no more idea of
the thing than if 1t were in the moon, so 1 will de-
scribe.  We stopped onthe street and in the midst of
agieatcrowd. The hotelscems to consist of two houses,
one behind the other, withan interval of twenty feet
between them.  This interval, saving a space of twenty
feet square, is covered in and divided into little berths
of about four or five feet square, in each of which are
stretched a few boards for a bed for guests. Mr.
McRay had secured for our party a suite of rooms
which [ shall attempt to describe, premising that
they werethebest in the establishment. The buildings
were all of mud bricks, the floors of mother earth. Off
the open space above wentioned,and in the house
most remote from the street was a kind of court
opening on this open square. In this were a table,
four chairs and a small mud fire-place for cooking.
Oif this room were four of the above mentioned little
bedrooms, two of them having two beds, very much
like a berthinasteamer. Our room was a little larger
than the rest, being about five by seven. The open
room was our kitchen and dining-room, and although
the pigs failed, despite repeated drivings, to forego
their ancient right of possession, but quietly {(as pos-
siblc) and persistently {as was natural) fed under the
table and chairs, yet we felt our lot so much above
the thousands, we said that we were thankful and full
of content. Mrs. McKay's cook prepared tea. After
tea we had a fearful time with coolies. We wished
to gict new chair and burden coolics at cheaper rates
and send the Tantsui ones about their business for
their ill.conduct. It took till twelve o'clock before
we could approach anything like satisfaction for the
morntng’s start at six 2. m, 1 assure you it takes an
experience of travelling here to make a man under-
stand the alinost nfinite and infinitesimal difficulties
that made such a sworld of care to such men as Living.
stonc. \We were up at half past four a.m, and off at
half past six a.m,, glad to get out of the filth of the
hotel to take breakfast somewhere on the side of the
road. By the way I forgot to say how therooms were
lighted. In each room was a little stand orrack, on
top of which was a small tin saucer, in which was the
oil for fluid and a little strip of wood pith for wick.
As it burned you shoved it out to the edge of the
saucer. The two beds, a small table and the above
lamp constituted the furniture of the room, everything
clse necded onthe journey must either be carried or
youmust do without. Thursday, twenty-third, at half
past six a.m, we arc off for Teckcham. We take
breakfast and dinner on theroad. \We breakfasted on
the stepsofa roadside temple erected for sacrifice to
devils and the god of the carth. They are very

plentiful everywhere, and are usu:\lly about the size of
a small fireplace at homne, built of stone, plain or ofien

ornamented. In them arc little pots of the ashes of
sandal woatl, the remans of httle sticks of that wood
burned before the sl A great crowd watched us
intently nhenever we ate, guessing at the dishes and
asking their names.  $o was it at every meal,  After
breakfast we ascended to another plateau about 6oo
teet high, which we travelled aver ull wo pan, It
was In some places rugged and sandy and in others
stict hied out Like a praurie, At two pam. we came to
the edge and had une of the finest views we had yet
scen, the valley in winch Iay the aity of Teckehaw,
The valley stretched as far as the eye could reach

cultivated to the highest degree and covered with
villages, known by the clumps of trees among which
they lay  You never see here the sign of even a large
city till you ave rizht upes it, the houses being low
and hidden by the trees.  \We crossed several rivers
inlarge scows after descending from the plateaun. Be-
fore entering Teckcham we passed through another
large Hakka city,  After passing through this wecne
to the gate of the only walled city in North Forimosa,
Teckcham. Here was opencd, only a couple of wecks
before, vur fifteenth station.  The two principal cities
in North 'ormosa are ‘Teckcham and Baugkah, the
former Lemng the larger, and walled.  Ithas been the
principal pretectural uty and the centre of the hterati.
They both boasted that we would never be able to have
achapel in them. Mz McKay made several cflorts
before but did not push them very strongly any fur-
ther than to feel the way to full establishment.  Afew
weeks ago onc of the helpers and his brother went to
the city to try and secure @t house by rent or sale.

All property in the interor of China and out of Ureaty
Ports must be held by natives.  Hence allthe chapels
ate in the nawmes of comv2rts,  Thesetwo above men-

tioned went to Teckcham and found a man who was
willing to rent a store. ‘They took a wmorigage
cn the man’s building, and when all the papers were
made out properly they sent word to Mr. McKay.
He and Mrs. McKay immediately went down to see
about turning the store into a chapel. As soon as’
they (the people) knew the building was for a chapel
there was a row among the baser sort. They banded
together, several hundred of them, and threatened the
workmen and the owner to do all kinds of things. Mr,

and Mrs. McRay took up their quarters in the build-
ing, and resolved not to be driven out, and waited
there during the cight or ten days of repairs till it was
finished, when (having now a somewhat comfortable
place to stay ininstead of outside) they took posses-
sion of the chapel.  All opposition soon died away and
now instead of upposition, ninc-tenths of the citizens
arc very favourable to our work., In fact it is very
pupular.  Teckcham is a very fine aity of 8o,000
people. ‘The wall s about sixteen feet high and
twelve feet thick, As soon as we entered the city
there was great excitemaent, heralds running ahead an-
nouncing our comng. Soon a great crowd collected
which followed us 10 the chapel.  In fact there was
always a crowd at the chape! from dayhght ull long
on in the night.

On Sunday morning the gong was sounded (the
gong 1s the regular Chinese institution taking the
place of our bell) and the, people assembled for wor-
ship, the chapel being crammed.  Mr. MacKay and
Ah Hoa, his first convert and the helper who is to be
stationed at Teckcham, preached.  After service inti-
mation was made that all who were sick might wait
and be helped ; scores came that day, Some with
diseases of the cye, some with horrible ulcers, some
with toothache. In fact representatives of a large
number of ills came. Many were anstamly helped
such as those with eye, skin and tcoth troubles. Some
were given medicines and some were told to go to the
hospital at Tamsui. Pcople were coming atall times
for medicine. They would bring presents which of
course were not accepted.  The most honourable or
honecunng present in Teckcham was * Betel nut” fruit,
This nut with the Chinese (especially in Teckcham)
takes the placc of “gum® at home. They chew it,
but too a much greater extent than gum is used. The
nut is wrapped up in a curious manner in the leaf of
the tree, the lcaf having been first smeared over with
lime or rather mortar, either white or (more generally)
coloured red.  Men, women and chitdren chewthis to
2 disgusting extent. The trade m Betel nut is there-
fore very large. There is no doubt in my mind that
the medical work done in the country by Mr, McKay
is far more extensive than that done in the hospital in



