
DECEMBER I2th, 1883.] THE CANADA PRESBYTERKAN,

Of the Augmentation of Stipends, when it was moved

by Mr. Cockbumn, seconded by Mr. Ross and agreed,

that the Presbytery having heard tie Rev. D. J. Mac-

donnell of St. Andrew's Church, Torante, deputy fram
the Home Mission Committee, in behaîf of the scherne

for tie Augmentation of Stipends, tender him their
thanks for the ability with whici he has presented the

'natter before theni, express their approval of it, com-t
rnend it to tie liberal support of the members and ad-

herents within their bounds, and pledge themselves te

%Put fourth ail legitimate efforts to assist in making the

scheme successful. As a caîl from Barrie congrega-
tion ta the Rev. E. Cockburn, of lJxbridge, had been i

sustained by Barrie Presbytery, it was ;igreed ta cite

the congregation of Uxbridge to an adjourned mneet-

ing to be held at Uxbridge on Tuesday, i8uh, Decern-

ber, at ten o'clock a.m.-JAMEs R. ScoTr, Pres Ct'erk.

QUEEA'S COLLEGR MJS.SIONARY ASSO-
CIA TJON.

The opening meeting of this Association was held

4~in the pincipal's class room on thc 24th imsst. The

dice-president, Mm. Mclavish occupied thc chair, and
Conducted the introductory exercises. The minutes

of thc Iast regular meeting, baving been read and ap.

proved of, it was nioved and seconded that tie regular

order of business be suspended, for the reception of

new members, when several persans j oined the Associ-

ation. Thc retiring cfficers then reported, as te their
work of last year. Mr. D yde declared the p lst session
to have been in many respects, ene of the m-ist pros.
perous and satisfactory the Association has ex-
perienced. Mr. Pallock testified, as te the unvaried
coumtesy of THE PRESBYTERIAN and "sRecord " in
giving such excellent reports of the meetings, (rom
time to time. Mr. McLeod reported a balance in
band'. Of $93-8o with which te commence tie present
session, and Messrs. Pollock and Gow, were appointed
auditors of the bocks. The librarian and tract distri-
butor, Mm. A. Patterson, informed the meeting of his
doings, by ne means the least important of the duties
of the Association. We doubt net that many a sulent
messenger bas won a soul fo «r Christ, whom the living
voice might have failed te influence.

The follewing gentlemen were elected officers of the
association for the ensuing year. President, Daniel
McTavisb, M A.; vice-presidemtt, John Hay, B A;
recording secretary, Robert Gew, B. A ; correspond-
ing secretary, S. W. Dyde, B.A.; treasurer, R. C.,
Murray, B A.; librarian and tract distributor, John
McNeil ; committee of management, Misses. Oliver
and Beattie, and Messrs J. Bennett B A , and J. Bu
chanan.

The president addressed the meeting, and aftcr
thanking the soclety for bis election, foreshadowed. the
programme cf work for the coming wiîiter. He be.
lieved it te be te tic interest cf the association te
spend more tume in discussiDg matters cf missionary
import, both in regard te the Home and Fereign
field, tian fermerly. His heart warmned as he saw bc -
fore him, men and women who had consecrated theni.
selves te the glorieus work of preaching Christ te the
heatien. Hitherte we L~ad spent tee muci time in
listening te each ether erating on the magnificence of

r Canadian scenery, and uttering camman.place on the
jt>ys and sorrows of our mission fields ; he would sug.
gcst that there sheuld be more af the cultivation cf the
missionary spirit. He *as glad te think, that such a
spirit animated many of his Young brethren, and he

trusted it might grew and spread, by the purciase cf
missionary literature, and maps by the Society, -and by
frequent consultations and discussions with each other
by the members on this ail important subject.

M -. McTavish gave an acccunt cf bis visit ta To-
monte, as the asseciation's representative, the asso-
ciation agrccd te jein the Inter-Scminary Missienary
alliance. Mr. McTavish was listened te with the rapt
attention bis interesting and eloquent address desemved
and clcsed with again thanking the society for the

ments of it. -The Rev. Messrs. jas. W. Mason, B.A.,
and Donald McConnell, B.A., the former at Provi-

dence, Rhode Island, N. S. of consuniption, the later

at Carberry, M anitoba, of typhoid fever, while in the

very bey day of Christian usefulness. Also, that a

committer, consisting of Messrs. Mcravisb, Moore

and Somerville be appointed to draft such resolution,

that, when approved by the association, it be engrossed

in the minutes, and a copy sent to the sorrowing

relatives of the deceased.
The association commences woik, with renewed

vigour, is more than ever determined to make itself feit

in the land as a power for good ; an instrument ini

God's hand of '«turninz many (rom darkness to light

and from the power of S stan unto Gad." The Presi-

dent ciosed with praý:er and the benediction.

$ ABBÀTH $0H6OL JUCAHER
I.N I)-RNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON LI.

Dec. 23, DEA TH OF SA (IL A ND 70NA THANY. { 1 Samn. 3 :
1883-.-3

GOLDEN TEXT.-«'The wicked is*drlven away
in his wickedness; but the righteous hath hope
in his death."-Prov. [4: 32.

CONNEcIION.-In our hast lessan Saul and David parted
in peace. But Saul soon forgot bis promises, and sougit
David's lufe as muci as before. David had many adven.
turcs, and much danger; and once again spared Saul's life
wbcn be mgit have slain iim. Thc Philistines învaded
Israel in great force; and tic battle on Mount Giîboa took
place, as in our lesson.

I. DEFRAT AND DEATH 0F SAUL. -Philistines
fought against Israel : for ages these brave and power.
fui enemies of Israel were ever ready to attack tieni. Are
not tiey like our sins ?-always at wam with tic soul. Fled
from before the Philistines: Saul was dispirited
(28: 2o) and bis men probabty hid ittle beart, and tiey
flcd at tic terrible enset of tic borsemen and chariots af
tic Philistiaca. (2 Sami. 1 : 6.) In Mount Gliba
5o0 or 6oa ieet above tic plain or valley. Probably took
to tic heigits to escape tic chariots of tic Philistines.

Ver. 2. Faliowed hard upan Saul and upan
his sons : t is tic policy of war to single out its leaders.
Ne/son. always attacked the admiral's siýp. Tic moat
migity men of the army would be around Saul, and per.
hapa it was thc only point wberc desperate resistance was
made. Tic tiree sons named were ail of tic sans of Saul,
except Isi-bosheti (or Esi-baai, i Ciron. 8 : 33).

Ver. 3-Battie went sore against Saul : some
read it that the wbole wegit of tic battlc was directed
againat Saul, whici was very ikely tic case. The
archers hit himn: wounded by Pailistine arrows. Saul
was aider than we are apt to tbink. He was at lcast
seventy, probably near eigbty. Hia youngest son was
forty (2 Sam. 2 : w) ; and be iad reigned forty years. (Acta
13: 21.) Poor old man; brave ana despairing. He iad
forsaken God, and God iad forsaken bum.

Ver. 4 .- Then said Saul unte his armour-
bearer: tic rabbies say it was Doeg. (22 : 9, 18.) Per.
iaps so. Draw thy sword: be asked hii armour.
bearer to kili i outrigit, that he mgit not be taken
prisbner ta be disgraccd ar torturcd. Sooner or later tic
man who forsakes God finda uis extremity. Saul took
a sword and fell upon 1t: tic armour-bearer wouid
not kill huni, and be killcd bimacif. Tic story tald by tic
Amalakite, in tic next ciaper, was an inve:,tion. What be
siowed David he iad obtained by stripping tic lain. (2

Sani. i : 10.)
Ver. 5, 6.-Tic armour-bearer, like bis master, put an

en& ta b is own life.
Oh, bloody Gilboa!1 a curse ever lie

Wicre tic king and uis people were laugitered togeiber;
May tic dcw and tic ain leave tiy herbage te dry,

Tiy flocks to decay and tiy foreats to witier.- Anox.

Ver. 7.-Other side of the valiey: vallcy of Jez.
rcl, Iying norti of Gilboa, an tic wcst apening out in tic
plain of Esdraeîon, and in tic east descending toe cJaor.
dan. Forsook the cities and fled: wien tiey saw
iow tic battle went tbey deserted a number of towns and
flcd ; tic panic extcnding into, and perhaps beyond, tic
Jordan valley. Came and dweit in themn: 50 terri-
ble was tic defeat of tic Israélites that tic Philistines took
possession of many cities in tic neigbbourioud.

IL. BURIAL 0F SAI'L ANDI-lHis SONS.-Ver. 8.-On
the morrow: as in many famous battles (e.g. Flodden)
nigit had put end to tic figit. Next day tic victors came
to strup tic slain and collect tic spoil. Saul and his
three sons: ail dead upon tic mountain. Jonathan was
a good man ; yet be suffered for bis fatiem's sins (physical
cvii only ; suci is denounced in IL. Commandmat ; moral
evil neyer sa foliows. (Ezek. 18: 20.)

Ver. 9.-They eut off his head: they practiscd
every indîgnity upan tic dead bodies of tic king and bis
sons, and sent gîowing messages of victory ta their idol
temples and ail ticir cities. They imagincd they had gained
a victory over Jébovah Himacîf. Wicked arnd foolisi men
now think they can, with succesa, appose Gad.

Ver. io.-Heuse of Ashtaroth: here tiey placed
Saul's ammour. David, in bis lamentation, says : '"Publiai
t not in tic streets of Askelon," and as Herodotus, tic

ancient and reliab!e Greek historian, mentions a most
famous temple ai Venus (sanie as Astarte or Aýhtaroti) in

SUL'S AOURBEARE R SLAJN.
MARTIN LUTHER.

The world has no prevision of its heroes. Nature gives
no warning when a great man is b:rn. Had any soothsayer
undertaken to point out, among the children cast upon the
world in electoral Saxony on the îo*-h of November, 1483,
the one who wouid shake Christendoni to its centre, this
peasant babe, just arrived in the cottage of Hans Luther at
Eisleben, might have been the last on whom his prophecy
would have (allen. The great man is unpredict2ble ; but
reflection finas in the birth of Luther a peculiar fitness of
place and tume. Fitness of place, inasmuch as Frederick
the Wise, Elector of Saxony, his native prince and patron,
was probably the only one among the potentates of that day
who, from syrnpathy and force of character, possessed the
will and the ability to shield the Reformer (rom prelatical
wiles and the wrath of Rome. Fitness of time. A genera-
tion had scarcely gone by since the new invented printing.
press had issued ita first Bible ; and during the very year of
this nativity, in 1483, Chri.topher Columbus was making
bis first appeals for royal aid in realizing bis dreani of a
western hemisphere hidden (rom European ken bchind the
waves of the Atlantic, where the Protestant principie, born
of Luther, was destined to find its most congenial soul and to
yield its consummate fruit.

More important than fitness of ttue and place is the adap.
tation of the man to bis appointed work. There is an easy,
levelling theory, beid by some, that men arc the product of
their tume, great açtors the necessary product of extraordin-
ary circumstances; that Coe3ar and Mohammed and Na.
poleon, had tbey not lived precisely when they did, would
have plodded through lufe, and slipped into their graves
without a record ; and that, on the other hand, quite ordin-
ary men, if thrown upon the times in which those heroca
lived, would have donc as they did and accomplish the sanie
resuls-would have overthrown the Roman aristccracy,
abolished idolatry, and brought order out ai chatic revolu-
tion.

But man and history are not, I think, to be construed so.
There is a ]aw which adapta the man to bis tume. The work
to be donc is flot laid upon a chance individual ; the avail-
ing of the crisis iF not left to one who happens to te on the
spot ; but (rom the foundation of the world the man was
selected to stand just there, and to do just that. The oppor.
tunity does not make the man, but finds bum. H-e is the
providential man ; ail the past is in hini, aIl the future is to
flow from him.-December Atlantic.

LITKIRATURE is a mere tcp to knowledge and the error
often lies in aur identifying one with the other. Literature
mnay, perbaps, malce u3 vain ; truc knowledge must render us

h;4mble,
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Askelon, we may judge it was there Saul's armour was taken.
Bethshan: this city was farther down the valley, towatd the
J ordan, which i, overlooked. Here the bodies were fastened-
either to the walt surrounding the city, or the wall or rocky
side of the citadel. B.-thshan was after called Scythi)polis,
because Scythians are supposed to have settled there 631
B. C. on their march to Egypt ; spoken of by Herodoru.
(Sce IL Maccabees, [2: 30, about "1Jews who lived aniong
the Scyth'ans.")

Ver. i .- JabeshGilead: Jabesh was in a iavine op-
posite B2thshan, across the river, but visible f rom Btbshan.
Sî,ul had once delivered Jabcsh <in1:9), and the people
reverenced his memory.

Ver. i2.-The vallant men arosc: thcy determined
to make a night mardi and carry off the remains of S-iul
and bis sons. '¶Aent ail night: distance, ten miles.
They probably crept up the ravine of a brawling streani,
immediately north of the citadel rock, and descended the
sanie on their return. Strange as it may seeni to us the
ancients neyer bad the elaborate systeni of sentries, found
by the modemns so useful in war. Burnt them : perhaps
b!cause they were becoming offe-nsive, or to make sure they
would not be retaken. " Creni stion," though a frequent
Roman custom, was not practised among the Jews.

Ver. 13 .- Buried themn under a tree. <or the
tree). A trce was a good mark for a grave. This was
some particular and well-known tree. Livingstone speaka
of bis wife as sleeping beneath 1 "a great boabab tree," on
the banks of tbe Zimbesi, ioo miles froni the sea. David
afterward removcd the remaina to the family sepuichre of
Kisb, Saul's father. (2 Sami. 21 : 12.) Fasted seven
days : made a public mourning for Saul. Fasting is
usually connected in the Scriptures with humiliation and
prayer.

PRAcTIcAL LESSONS.

i. Se what Siul might have been, and what he mide
hiniscîf to be. He had every advantage, but his sin was
wilfulness and disobedience.

2. Even righteous Jonathan falIs with rebelliou3 Siul. A
man's sin bringa cvii upon bis f imily as well as on hiniscîf.
How offen is this the case with the drunkard? And who
makes the drunkard ?

3. David sinned, and S tul sinned. "Bit Divid's sins
sent bu .to the Mercy Seat ; Saul's sins sent bu to thc care
of Endor. There is thc root of the différence between the
two ."- Taylor.

4,-David blessed the men of Jabesh.gilead, and we feel
like blessing theni toa. Kindness to the dead is a worthy
trait, and even for the unworthy dead we wish to forget
their cvii, even as we hope others will forget ours.

5. Froni this history we may îearn that the disobedient
man will grow worse and worse; and that bis dooni wiîl at
last overtake bum. Saul saw a good old age, with respect
to years, but without honour, b!cause without humility.
And God's wrath, suspended long, ovcrtook him at last.


