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hcld itg hirst i enibrs' iiiglit iniTtlt(- rouait of (lie Natural latory
.%oceek on theî eveniug of Tlîurs«
dav, 1 ith inat. bI r. W'. Ormniston

'Roy, wVlo lîad the liotor of rcniding
the fim-t piller, was wet ivitli a gooti
audience, despite the aiorniy nature
of the weatier, anda he trcntedl Ili,
subJect-tlie callec-ta the picasure and
satisfaction of ail presceut. Mfr. 11,1û, the
i)rcsident of the association, was la the
chair, and la Intraclucing Mr-. Itoy, stat-
ed that he hoped this was only the be-
glnning of a long 6eries of taiks on
doga, as the objeci. of the association
%vas ta diffuse knowledge of tite varl>ug
breeda amongst the natuabers, and ta
Increase thelr sympathies, If possible,
ln bebaif of man's best friend and com-
onnion.

Mr. Rloy prefacedl bis remarks by
apoiogizlng for the Incompleteness Of
h!s paper on the aubjeet, awing ta the
soxuewhlat short lIme lie had bail for
preparation. In part,hei sald: The fai-
lawlng remarkts an the rough-coated
Scotch colite are offered, not ivith the
Intention of enllghtenlng callie men,
wba are more Lamîliar with the subject
than I am, but xvith the obJect of
brInging Up some of flie characteristics
of the brecd, and pcrhaps Intercsting a
few wbo arc nat yet famiiiar ivlth the
many gao<l points of a callie. The origin
af the Scotch calle as a bree-l, It seema,
La flot knawn. He appears ta be lite re-
suit of careful selectIan of the moat
usefut and sagaclaus doga, owned and
bred la the pastoral districts of Scat-
land for iseverai hundred ycara. At ail
events, lie Is Vcculiariy Scotch, ardIsl
acknowicdgcd by ail ta be a dog of
xvonilrful IntelIigence. Fcwr breea
have attained such popularity as the
Scotch colile, and tram; bIs attributes
this I l tile to lietwondercd ai. He bas
been constantly Srawing la Lavor with
lovera of gaad dags la every cauatrv.
and this, nxo doulit, Is the cause of aur
seelng hlm so atten out of bis latitude.
Indecd, IL; !s a much debatcd question
whet.her te prize calile, as lie stands
ta-day, would lie of mnuch use as a
shecp-ag at al, s0 long bas be been
bred for sbowIng purposes alane, and
ur.accustomed to bis former occupation.

lie la stîl full or inteligence, utile,
gracetul and haadsame, but It is fearzd
that his great popuiarity for the iast
decade, and the consequent breediag
and inbreeding for *beauty, lins hail a
tendency ta averlook the useful aIde or
his carcer, -and has been the means of
dwvarhlng bis eheep-folding Instincts. I
have met with tew Scattilh shepherds
w-ha %auid be whlling t: undertake their
former arduous duties wvith xvhat they
cail the narrow-braincd dags af thq
shcwv-ring. Nevertheless, tliere are col-
les whlch are stîli the shepherd's moat
usetul helperis, and ta witaess the ar-
veIlaus efllciency of these dogs, la the
Scottish Highlands, or on t.he great
sbeep ranges of Colorado, no one wauld
tilnk thcy had bast any of their Inher-
lied Instincts and almoat human alcili.
They have even adapted theruselvea ta
the ztockyards 0f the West, and %vhen
the avenues of thase yards are allve
%%ith cou atIcss flocka 0f.sheep, the vigil-
ant callie may be seen guidiag every
movement of bis Ilock, and ever on the
alert, directing tbcm straight tu their
destination without iasing track of a
single lamb, nor allowlng a strange ane
tu mix wvlth thase lie bas ln charge. Na
doubt the.ae practIcal, every-day, wvork-
Ing coles are stîl. selected and lired
for the specil requtrements of their
country and the worIk they arc called
upon ta pcrfarin, and are not dIscarded
nar tbaught the less of because tlîey
do nat resemble the coUle of the s>howv-
bc.nch, or bec-ause t.helr cars may nat
bc sliaped and carried ln the latesi.
style. Ia the Highlands or ScOtland
thc collic la the shcphc-ds constant
campanian, sliarlng ivWt bis master
everv meai, and treatcd as a member
of the hauisehold, and even ln some of
Uic remoter districts, '%Vlth the family
attcnding divine warship. 0f tbis fea-
turc of the cailic's Ilie and crecd Dean
RIamsay, la lits *"flemialacencea of Scot-
tiali Lite and Character," tells thc foi-
lawilnr story:

«'Scottish congregatio:.s ia som-ý pa-ts
of the country contain an clement ln
their composition quite unknawa ln
English churches. In pastoral parts ut
the country hi. was an eatablislied prac-
tice for ecd shepherd ta bring bis
ralthftul callie dog, at lcast st was sa

some-yearsau. In a district af SUh-
erland, wbere the population la very
éscanty, the congregattons are mnade up
onie hait ot dogs, each human member
*having bis canine companion. These
degs sit out the Gaelle servicesa Nvit,
commendabie patience, tili towards "le
end ot the last psalm, when timere Is a
u1piversal stretch and yawning, and ail
are prepared ta scamper out, barking 1-
a most exciting nianner whenever the
blcesslng lr. commenced. The congrega-
tion of ane of these churches deter-
minea that the service should close In
-a more decoraus wanner, and steus
wern taken ta attain this abject. Ac-
cordingly, when a stranger clergyman.
%vas ofrnciatIng, he found die people ail
aitting %vben li waa abc>ut ta .prinailnce
the. blessIng. Re hesitated, and e'cpect-
ing themn ta risc, tIli an aid shepherd,
iooking up ta the pulpit, said: .Say
awa', sir; we're a.' sittin' ta cheat the
dawgs3. ',

The *Ettrlck shepherd, Ia bis day,
claimed ia hiave the best caillie dags lu
Scotiand, and be bas recorded Ia bis
talcs many niarvelious feats perfarmne-.
by. bis own and ather dogs. 0f the
utiiity of the Scotch coille, -be says: *'A
single sîxepherd and his dog will ac-
camplish mare In gatherlng a flock at
sheep tram, a Highland farm than 20
shepherds cauld da withaut daga; and
It la a tact that, wvithout this docile
animai, the pastoral Ille would lic a
mere blank. WiVthout the shepherd's
dog the whole of the maunitalnous land
ln Scatland -%vould flot bic wortx a six-
pence. It would require mare hands ta
manage a flock of sheep, galber theni
tiom the his, farce them Into hauses
and faids, and drive themn ta, market.s,
than the profits of the %vhole flocks
would lie capable of xmalntaInit. Weil
may the shepherd feed an Intercat In
hîs dog; ble It la Indeed that eaxns the
tamily'a liread, of whlch lie la himscif
content wlth the smallest marse], ai-
ivays grateful, and always ready tu ex-
ert bils utmoat ailities In bis mnaster's
Inte-rest. Neither hunger, fatigue nar
the worst of trcatment wiil drive hlm
from bis aide; lie wili fallav hlmn
through lire and water, as the saying
la, and through every bardship wlth-
out murmur or replaing, tii! b lilteraily
fails downaut bis feet. If one of themn
la obigcd to change mnasters, It lszame-
trmes long -betore lie wlill acknowiedge
thc newv ane, or condescend ta vork for
hlm with the same Intelligence as he
did for his former lord; but If lic once
ackaowledge hlm he cont.r.ue-s attachea
ta, hlm Wil death."

Sheep steallng, «lien olTenders la the
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