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nie. My nioveiflent sctemd to break the kind of @poil under wvhich
Angus ent ; his ni sank slowvly ta is8 ï4de, and his cyce rolled
from niy face ta hc figure of the lion. To riglit and Jeft tho 8ides
of' tic valley ëhut in the vicw. Ii front stood the lion ; behind the
tlefile in wvhich wvc now werc, brontlcned out until it became littke
muore titan a mere undultition in the broad wild platin tlîrough
wlîich it mnn. As 1 8Iowvly swvept the, sandy tract in ur retir, 1
sucdltlnl ubdrvcd a man on horsebaek cmiergc into tlie open, mnov-
ing leisutely alung at about the distance of a mile or so laway,
andi, azing intently, I made film out ta bc al cnvalry eoldier:
probably a niounted, orderly who lind been sent froint the camnp on
diopatch business.

1«VC muet boit," saitd Captain ADgus nt iny eibowv; tiit lion
rnanti ichief by the muanner iii wlîich it ie advancin. towards us;
and mark you liow reetivo the hiorsc8 arc i, Their instinct ie kecuer
titan ours ; thcy clin scent danger in the air. he instant we move
to fly, dcpend upon it the lion wvil! start iii Chase, and aur only
chance iili e iii outrunning iîn, for unarmcd as WC lire, what
could wve dou to defcîid oui solves anainrt sucli a brute."

"Look you, Angus : yonder is a inauntcd ordcrly riding «iots
coutitry. Yuu have grood oves; sec what you make aof hiin."

Captaiti Angus shaded blis siglît vitlî bis lind and bt-ired towvards
the rcti-catimg figure. C

«" c is a Lancer trooper," isaid lie precstly. "' 1 can sec the
lplutnes iii bis head(-tlre6s, and 1 can atso ece the penînon flutteriti-g
fronî his lnce."

1s1e is armed, thon?"
4 lc is carryintr hie lne"replicd the cbptain.

"1Good 1 " 1 cried. "6Noiv, if ive cran reach tlîat soldier befvro
tii'. lion catches us we shial be aIl ri ,ht. It will ilot take lîini
lonîg Lu touch tbe hcart of the brute wâh the keca steel liead of ]lis
speai'. Fortunately wve have jiot [)oeil wvorking our horses liard,
but they mut5t go naw if ever they did for their very lives. Are
yuu rendy ?

",Ycs," said lie, drawiiug his liai on firiuly, and planting lîjîseif
irquare upon the saddle. "ICorne now v

We turuîcd our harses about, and with siiouts aîîd sialîs gave
tlîeîn rein. Tlie intelligent ercatures, as tlîough conscious of tlîcir
darnger, Etarted off l<e frightencd deer along thc sandy valley. 1
let the ncwly-liglited cigar drap froin îny înouth, and setting my
kines firm agînist the stock hidcs of the mare, graspîcd the reins
wvitli a grip of steel. A low sullen roar reaclued m)y cars, and turn-
ing for an instant ta gnuce ever my shoulder, 1 caugbt a glinupse
of the lion flying nfter us in pursuit, its fichie fortii boundirug like a
flash of light tramn ridge ta ridge, and its %vhole shape a niere ficet-
ing vision of flowing mane, flaslîing eycs, and distended jaws.

Hey-on ! Hey-up !"It was like a dead, heat with the order
oif the hunt reversed. Tlhe l'orses' hoofs thundered aver the sand,
raiising a smoke-like calumn of gJu8t, ns tbey swept with the velocity
of tic wind toivards the figure of the soidier, every instant grawiug
mure dcflncd. Nly cap flewv off; I tried ta catch it, but it wlîirled
away astern like a bit of chaif. Our speed wvas prodigious. 1 fcIt
îny her.se tremble beaeath nie, and the steamn ro-;e fram lier reeking
hide in a wvarm mist. I lay forward ta îvhispcr in ber car, althouglh
brcathless as 1 was, 1 rntlicr hissed than spolie the syllables of
ecouragement chat came from my lips. MUy compainion and 1 kept
uur titatians abreast of each other with wanderful precision. WVe
occasionally exchanged a few hurried %vords, but it wvas no cime for
talking ; the wlîirl and tumuit, and above ail the sense of danger,
werc toa great for cohercuco and almast for articulation.

Five minutes passed, althaugh s0 much af sensation ivas packed
into tlei chat the Linte înight Wvel have been an ]tour. Once I
turned again ta se whcthier wve etill mnintained aur station aliend
of the lion, and pcreeived chat the creature wae siawly but visibly
gaining tupon us. Yet the speed of aur borses xvas prodigious. I
could feed the hicart af my mare beating with a violence that sent a
thrilI through ber wvhole frame ta each throb of iL, but elle kcpt
bravely on, with no signs af flagging. Whcther the soldier liad
pcrceived us or nat as yet, it wvas impossible ta say; but even liad,

hie do-îe su, there %vould bc îiotlîing in tht' oih f tiwu uflieers
gala ingtrou,,l i the Lonig V7 alley " ( sxit lîicîrios4ity. Suiel il

espectacle 1vould be lis collillîon te u Ili am tic 'ighit oif lus, otw n bitle
Luinie. 1 could now% clc:irly niake flint out, ev'cn to the glitter of
Iiei accoutrements. Ilc %vas lieadlitiîz traîisverst.Iy aiway trein uis, lus
tiorse groing at a meoderate trot. Several tintes w-' înited aur voiees
ii a client, bat he waîs appareuitly still tee distanît l'or aur couuftised
hialloos La rcach hiîn, fori lie kept steuuiiy au1.

Presclitly, hiowvvr, I fwlîint turii lus lîeîd iii aur dirctioni
1 raised ill arîîî aîîd flotirislcd iL wvildly, loieascly callitig Lu Aiiguis
te do the saune. H-e su1atet off Ili- luit, %wliclh still atileredtl u bis
lîead, and waved kt violemutly. Ti'le soldier ceîutinuetl lookiîîg oui'
way, growiuug plainer ti) the viewv even as lie did su ; Llîei apparent-
ly îîeticiiug our gestures andi interpreting thei ino eivîials lie t1rew~
rein, anîd broughlt luis hiorse tu a 3taiidstill. New chîat lic liai
stapped, ive swept dtowni upan lii11 like a whlirlwiîîd. As %ve
appraached ive altertîatcly shouted andt l)oiited hlihiîid us, but lie
apl)arently muade îîothiing of iliese signs-îs iuidtetl, %vlaî suspicionî
should lie have of the real miotive of our hieadloîîg fliglir towstrds4
h.iiin? Suîddenly, uovvcver, lie rose ticarly ercet inIibis baddle, anid
I eaw hini liastily î'clc:îse his lance froîn t'ie sliiix whidîi confiîicd iL
te lus aiaand luwcul tlîe lon., ylitterinîg wc:îpou dawii Lu the tritil.
1 tiien knev dt lte hati cauîght sight of the lion, anîd remnibered
amidet ait the lîurrv and tuîîuult of' îny thoughits lit that mnteunt
admîiring the promplt presence of inid ohitie' f'ellowv, stîiggeced ast
lie muet have been by the unexpcctcd apparition of ocr wild uînd
tierce pursuer.

Thoni what fuhlowed tecuk îd:îce, as il ,:ciied Lu me, ill ii a
bre.il1.. Ourselv'es, pamntin-g like a hi:re ini itzi final spurt, and ouir
horses reeking and spent, wve dartud past the figure of the soltiier,
croucliing %vitlu lus speari pointed low, and camne te a etaiudstilh,
îvlicelintg rouuîd ta sec wliat ivotild nowv lappen. The troer's
horse rearcd ni) on te iLs hiait legs tif] iL sceicd as though the manî
muet slide froin off ic ïQaddIe. 1In a flash ilie lion iras upon the
creature, leaping cj)wards ait ifs tlîruat ait the very moment that the
soldier, like St. George slaiyingý the dragon, IIuîîgcd bis lance îvith
ail luis iniglit inta the qfuivecr Velaw budv ai the bcast. Thei
creature g.ave a fond deep ruar, aînd a moment lifter the trio of unan,
herse, and lion rolled aveu' ilitu the Iuýst witih a dcli deit(] thuti.
Captain Angus vilultcd clcaîî ont cf luis sadthle, and iii ami instanut
gaincd the aide of the struggling group. 'hli on wv:s douibdcss
badly %vaunded, but iL wvas Lcarisug the sluouldcrs of tuc horse emuclly
with i s chîw's, and the soldier, wlio laîy î>iiiîicd ta theo -round by
the wveiglît of the anîal's carcase, wvas in d-iiigcr of being, iicuilatcd
by the feracious brute. Theî pale of tic lanuce tuelk out fruimi itt
side, bcried high :18 its pennoni iii the flealu. Withl the raîpidity of~
tliaught my couiupaiin seizeti tluis, anti withdrew iL, tic liton gîvnîg'
a prodigiaus Iuawl cf pain as lie tlid st). Then steppiîug back a fcw
paces, antd gripping thec spear %vidh bath biauds, the captaiu îîiscd
ir for an instant, aînd ruzshedl full tilt at thc prostrate creatture,
plunging the gore-stained hcad of the lance int tic bady witli ccclifarce chiat 1 loukcd ta sec the barbeul poinît appear on tic other sida.he lion sprang intc, the air, dotiblin-g itself îucnrly up) ini tic rigor
chat rau through its frainc. thon felu iith a flop upon the canld,
tuunbling over on its sida vvith the lance stickinz straght cp ilntu
the air, as tbaugh it pinned iL ta tlîc earth. A few silcnt struu gles
convulscd its forai, anîd thoen it stifl'ene-d out, with iLs jaws distended,
its eyes lolling out, iLs Laul rigid as a spike-dead ais a nail!

1 disaîountcd, arîd hastcncd La assist Angus in raising tlîe fa1Ieui
soidier. Badlv liacerated l s the horse ivas liv the terrible claws aof
the lion, iL yct7imade shift ta stagger ta iLs fct xvhen ive laid liuld
af its bridle and encocragcd it ta risc. TIle mn: wvas confuscdl aîîd
stunned by bis fait, andi made no effort ta inove wlicn ive pccoc-ed
bim. Hawevcr, after a fcw moments lie sat up, suliporting bimnsclf
on lis elboivs aund looking iith n beiildc'red air at the ilcad lion.
Thuen wlicn, by aur aid, Le got upoii bis fect, lie found thant hie
cauld stand, tliougli hic kneces trcinbletl like those af a inan in a fit.
His hielmet luad been crushied ant i s tunie split, whilst bis nase
scemed ta be bleeding a littie, but beyond the contusion af bis& fal


