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the world and of the proper course of education than
theinhabitants of the present British Colonies. They
first established an University, and then educated
downwards %o the Common Schools as auailiary
sentinaries, which were thus suppliea with competent
teachers ; while duly qualified professional men and
legislators were simultaneously provided for the State,
In Canada, there is an unfricadly feeling toward
these institutions, which people who play upon pop-
ular prejudice or ignorance, endeavor to foster, by
representing them as engrossed by the sons of the
rich, who are able to pay the expense of their own
instruction, without assistance from the public treas-
ury; and that all that is thus bestowed is so much
withdrawn from the more descrving but untrained
children of the poor.”

Help us then ip bringing the standard of educa-
tion up ; do not try and force us to let ours downr,

And here it will not be out of piace for me to
say a few words cn a matter, on which legislation is
not unlikely to take place soon. I allude to the idea
of forming one Univenity Board of Kxaminers for
the whole Province  For my own part, 1 cannot but
regret that in such a movement, what is calied the
*“loaves and fizh argument™ should cume in at all—
much more that such a moventent should have arisen
out of a desire to parcel ¢ ut the revenues of Univer-
sity College, Toronto, among rivalllnstitutions.  But
as far as the idea of a Board of Eximiners for the
Province is concerned from which all titles to Uni-
versity distinctlon should c¢manate, that has, and has
had, for some ycars, the approval of my own jude-
weai, atd 1 believe that the other Professors of this
College look upon it with approbation also. Only
the thing must be done fairly and impartially, and it
will require the utimost care so to accomplish it.

In the first place here are a number of Institu-
tions, all claiming, having, and exercising the right to
examine and confer degrees. It is not an casy thing
to force an institution, by an Act of Provincial Par-
liament, to surrender » Royal Charter.  If the Gov-
ernment could follow the example of 1the worthy
Mayor of Sherbrooke, in reconmending che observance
of the Quecen’s birthday as a general holiday, and
follow it with like success ; if the Government could,
with the good will of the Universities of Canada,
cstablish cne Board of Examincers for all, it wouid be
an excellent step indeed, The Institutions them-
selves, might and would retain their power of con-
ferring their own degrees, and if they liked, might
insist upon other terms, over and above those impos-
cd by the Board—as e. gi--in denominational Insti-
tutions—that the ch. racter and religior s knowlcdge
of its Alumni should be enquired into and certified,
prior to being allowed to go before the Board of Ex-
aminers.

Then the constitution of the Board must be care-
fully attended to. The Examiners must be compe-

tent men, chosen in such a way that all existing
interests will be maintained with a fair balance of
power. They should meet at two places annuvally
one in Canada West and one in Canada East, or
else the examination should be conducted altogether
by writing—papers of questions being prepared by
the Board and sent down to the various Colleges,
where the Board should have a representative, sworn
to preserve the inviolability and secrecy, both of the
questions and the answers made to them, and to<end
away the latter under scal to the Board —the answers
being given with mottees instead of signatures of
names, so that the examiner should have no idea
whose papers he is looking over, or cven from what
College they came, and to ensure thorough fairness
not the namcs of the persons who had passed heir
examination, or gained honurs, should be published,
but the mottues under which the papers were sent up
to the Board.

From the adoption of some such ~ystem, I should
hope for the best results  The present state of things
i~ objectionable upon two special grounds.  First: If
there be a number of Universties cach examining
its own pupiis itself, and by irself, there is a great and
rcal danger of their out-bidding each other in facility
of conferring distinctions ; and thix sort of rivalry,
where it exists, is a worm gnawin:r the very pith of
the plant of learning.  And sccondly @ In small in-
stitutions, there is a necessity that the teachers should
be in great measure the examiners also—a most
lamentable state of things. Pupils sonn come to
knaw and wndzrctznd (e L of Craminaiion 'u'u._v
are likely to fall inte, and <o not half prepare them-
selves as they might ; and the teacher, if he be not
very strictly corscientic us, prepares his pupils so as to
enable them to figure in the eyesof thepublic.  And
I appeal to your own experience, are you not aware
that this is a verv common state of things * Orif the
teacher is conscicntious, he is tempted, nay heis more
or less constrained, to forego advantages which are
open to him, of working up his classes and giving
them :dditional polish. I have found myself often-
times much disheartened by this state of thing exist-
ing necessarilv here. I cannot set my examination
que-tions until the teaching is all aver—for if I know
what is to be sct for examination I must cither pass
it over entircly in revising my work with my class
which may be unfair to them, or else work them up
in it, which is still worse, and so our exan-ination
work becomes all crowded and hurried.

I say then—give us one Canadian Board cf Ex-
aminers, fairly constituted. I am an lnglishman,
and glory in an Engliseman’s motto : “a fair ficld and
no tavor.”  We want to produce scholars of first-
rate attainments.  Let us provide diligently the best
means for developing them.  Let us hold outto them
from the beginning, that their rcai merits, their abil-
tiies and attainments, will be thoroughly and secarch-



