
sermon. S

tlue universe over to the whimii an<l caprice of tiiose wl'ho pray. But
tiiis is truc. Tu every contrite and obedient iiiid, God senlds the
Holy Spirit as a guest ani guide. Tie Uthings Hie asks for us, or,
rather the thimgs we aisk by His inspiration andi assistance, we sa
receive-for they wvil1 be the thiings best for us and înost pleasiiîgr
to God0(.

Recahi the w'ords Chirist spokze regarding the S-pirit's workz. He
tx<dd the disciples thiat nIen would hiate thei. dehiver theiii to co-i-
cils and bringr thein before, governors and kings for His naxne's sake.
Whien placed in suchi sore straits lie directed theim not k> bUe auxiouis
as to thie answer they shiould niake, for, saîd Hie, " it shahýLI bc griven
you ix> that sanie hour what ye shial speak, for it is not ye thiat
speak, but the Spirit of the Fathier thiat speaketli in you." Thieir
ca.se w'.Ould be somethiîîg like thiat of a man iu prayer. Before thie
earffily king or court thiey would feel abashied and bc unable to
(lefefld themnselves arighit. For the niost part the early Chiristians
wcre simple a.nd unlaarxed muen, unused k> such affairs, aud igcnoranit
of what they ought to dIo. They are coxnxnandcd k> cast thenîselves
upon the Spirit's aid Thyaek Ild thieir minds to the divine
influence and control, and ïare assurcd that God wvil1 speik througl
thieix in words of wisdom thxat their enemies eau neitiier gazins&ay ueor
ileny. We find this promise perfectly fulfilled k> Peter and Join
as recorded ix> the thiird and four-th chapters of Acts. The aposties
lhave hcaled the laime man at the temple gate., Tlîey have madIe
bis cure a text frorn -%vlieh k> preach Jesus to the people with great
power. The Jewish rulers arc enragcd. They do precisely as tuie
Saviourlhad forctold thcey would. Tiey cast the aposties juite priso!n
and the next d1-ay they bring themn before the council and sterilly
ilemand by what. authority they (Io thiese things. It is not long
Ïixce Peter quailed before ai servant maid and denicd biis nate

Ib would net ho strange if in the presence of the council lie sheuld
fail. But hie spieaks now with sucli boldness, yet wvith sud>cal>
ne&-s as astenishes aîîd confouznds his focs. Mec are k>ld thxat «".vhieu
tlîey saw the beldnessq of Peter and John and pcrceived that thiey
ivere unlearned and ignorant mien, they nîarvelled, and they k
knowledge of thein that tliey hadu been with Jesus." Mî), it wvas
more than that.? Not only had they bken with Jesus, Jesus was
wîth thiemn then-mn the fulfihuent of bis wvord-<'j I will not leave
you coinfortless. I will corne unte you."

This scene teaches us how~ we may pray. We coine te li> whio


