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He thapuned God, and took courage. —Acts
. 16.
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JENTRAL TRUTH.

God encourages in many ways those who
put their trust in him.

Dairy RrApInes,

M. Acts 25.1-15. Th. Luke 10. 17-24,

7. Matt, 10 32.42, F, James 5. 13-20,

W. Ps. 91, 1-10. Sa. Rom, 1, 1-16.
Su, Josh. 1. 1-0.

Tinzg.—Winter of A,D, 60-61. Paul was
wrecked about Nov, 1, A.D. 60, and left
Malta for Rome about Feb, 8, A,D, 61, and
arrived at Rome about March 1.

Prace.—Malta, an island near the centre
of the Mediterranean Sea, 60 miles south of
Sicily, and 200 miles north of Africa. The
inlmgitants were of Phenician origin, from
Carthage. The island is 17 miles long, and
9 wide,

CircuMSTANCES.—]In our last lesson Paul
and his 275 companions were wrecked off
the shore of Malta, They had reached the
land to themm unknown ; the storm had not
entirely ceased, for it was raining, but the
wind had become less violent. We find
them to-day drenched and cold on the shore,
1v)vit:h the wreck not far away on the sand-

ar.

Hrres ovErR HAro Praces.—1. Melitg—
The modern Malta. 2. Barbarous people—
The natives. The Greeks called all who
were not Latin or Greek, barbarians, 3.
Paul gathercd—He did his part of the work
like any good man. A tiper—A small
deadly serpent concealed in the wood, The
heat warmed it into activity. 5. Felt no
harm—As Christ had »nromised, Mark 16.
18. 7. Chisf man—Probably the governor.
8. Fever—And dysentery. Prayed—To re-
ceive the favour if God willed, and to show
them the source of his power, 9, Others—
The rest, all the sick who came to him.
God did this probably to endorse Paul as a
true man of God ; for he came to them asa

risoner, and they had no means of knowing

is character. He doubtless preached the
Gospel at this time. 11. Whose sign—The
designation of the vessel, and showing that
they trusted on these heathen divinities of
the sea. Castor and Pollux were twin
brothers, sons of Jupiter, whose goodness
was said to be rewarded by placing them in
the sky as a constellation, 12, Syracuse—
80 miles from Malta, The chief city of
Sicily. 13, Rhegium—At the southern
point of Ttaly. Pulzoli—A town at the head
of the Bay of Naples, 140 miles from Rome.
14, Went tovcard Ryme—By land, chiefly by
the famous Appian Way. 15, Appit Forum
—A place 40 miles from Rome. The next
delegation came as faras The Three Taverns,
30 miles from Rome,

Svesects ror SeeciaL Reports,—The
cscape.—Malta.—Paul gathering sticks.—
The viper.—God’s promise fulfilled.—Paul’s
miracles at Malta,—1Vhy more here than
at other piaces.—The journey to Rome.—
The disciples coming out to meet him, —Iis
need of encouragement,

QUESTIONS,

IxTrODUCTORY.~Where did we leave Paul
and hig companions in our last lesson 7 How
many escaped ? Was the storm over?

Suesrer: ENCOURAGEMENT,

1. Paur, ExCOURAGED BY THE KINDNESS
or THE PrOPLE (vs, 1, 2).—In what country
were the shipwrecked company? In what
state of nced Wwere they? What people
inhabited this island? How did they help
those who were cast among them? Why
were they called ‘‘barbarous”? What
lesson do we learn from their kindness?

II. ExcouraGED BY Gop’s CARE OVER
Hiy (vs, 3-6),—What did Paul do to help
the company? Was this worthy work for
an apostle? What happened to him?
What did the natives think of this? Ilow
far were they right in thinkin% that special
suffering was a proof of sin? What was the
cffect on Paui?  What promise was fulfilled
for him? (dark 16. 18.) Will God always
do this forus? How is the promise some-
times fulfilledt (Rom, 8.28.) What did
the natives now think of Paul? How far
wore they right in this opinion? How
would this incident help Paul to preach the
Gospel to them?

H)rench the Gospel in
Maltat How long did he remain there?

IN, By Brivaine Hin Sarery 1o His
JorRNEY'S Exn (va. 11 14).—YWhen did Paul
leave Malta? Traco the jeurney on the
map. Give a brief account of the places
named. Howlong washein reaching Rome?

Y. By tHE LovE AN) FAITHPULNESS OF
THE CHURcH AT RoME (v. 15),—~What two
delegations came out from Rome to meot
Paul? How far did tht(zly go?! Along what
famous road? How did their coming en-
courage Paul? Why did he thank God for
what men did ?

PRACTIOAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. God often blesses us more by letting
trouble come upon us, and then saving us
from it, than he would by preventing it
altogether.

2. God rewarded the unselfich kindness of
thelpeople, both in their bedies and in their
souls,

3. The commonest service for love’s sake
is worthy of the greatest man,

4. As Paul shook off the viper, zo should
we all sin,

5. The danger of misjudgments »f men, by
looking only at or yard circumstances,

6. God uses \ .rldly wealth, commerce,
inventions, as this heathen ship, forspreading
the Gospel.

7. Sympathy and expressions of lovo
bring great encouragement.

Review Exgrcise. (For the whole School
in concer’ )

11. On what island was Paul wrecked?
Axg. On the island of Malta, 12. How did
God encourage Paul, and aid the Gospol
here? Axs. i\/I'lma.ving Paul from harm by
a viper. 13, what other way? Axs,
By working many miracles of healing
through him. 14, How long did he remain
here? Axs, Three months, and then he
went on to Rome. 15. How was he encour-
aged again? ANs, By Roman Christians
coming 40 miles to meet and greet him,

LESSON 1V,
PAUL AT ROME,
Acts 28, 16-31. Commit to mem, vs, 28-31.
Gorpzx TexT.

The salvation of God is sent unto the
Gentiles.—Acts 28, 28,

CexiraL TrRUTH,

I have fought a goo2 fight, I have finished
my cours?, 1 have kept the faith.

DaiLy READINGS.

M, Acts 28, 16-31. ZTh. Matt, 13, 1-17.

7. Phil. 1,124, F 2Tim. 1, 118,

7. Eph. 8. 1-21, Sa. Rom. 11. 1-36.
Su. 2 Tim. 4. 1-18.

Tiye.—Paul arrived at Rome about the
first of March, A.D. 61, and remained a
prisoner two yeprs,

Prace.—Rome, in Italy, the capital of the
Roman empire, the central city of the world.

Pavn.~Aged 59.

Rurers —Nero, emperor of Rome (8th,
0th.) TFestus, governor of Judea till Nev.
20, A.D. G1. Albinus, hissuccessor. Seneca
and Burrhus, the best stateamen of the age.
Burrhus dies and Seneca retires carly in A, D,
62.

IxTroDUCTION.—In our lust lesson we left
Paul on the Appian Way, drawing near fo
Rome. To-day we welcome him into the
city.

Hewrs ovenr IIarp Praces.—168. The cen-
lurion—Julius. Soldicr that kept him—¥He
was chained to a soldier all the time by one
hand. 20. For the hope of Isracl I am bound
—Because he preached the Messiah the Jews
hoped for, and the kingd~m they expected,
and this Messiah would bring the triumphs
which they hoped for. 23. Persuading out
of the luw of Moses, and out of the prophets—
e laid the predictions of their Scriptures

A.D.61.] [April 26.

beside the life of Jesus, and showed that
Jesusg exactly fulfilled the prophecics. 25,
Iisatas—~Greck form of Isaiah. 27, For,

ete.—Their prejudices and sinfulness would
not let them understand the real meaning

of the words they read and heard. 30.

relation to the Jewish religion.—Why he
sent for the Jews.—Proving that Jesus was
the Messiah.- The meaning of the words
quoted from Isainh.-~What hinders people
irom becoming Chrietians. - Paul’'stwo years
in Kome. —~How his position helped him to
preach the Gospel. —His subsequent life,

QUIWSTIONS.!

Introprerory,—Where was Paul in our
last lesson? Who were accompanying him ?
When did he arrive at Rome? By what
road?

Susseer: THE Last DAYs or A GREAT
AND Goon MAN,

I. Pavy’s ArrivaL At Rome (v, 16).—
What account can you give of Roma at this
time? Where was Paul taken when he
arrived thero? What special favour was
granted him? How would this help his
work? How was he guarded ?

I Pavl's First INTERVIEW WITH THR
Jews (vs. 17-22),—~What was Paul’s first
work after his arrival? Why did he hold
this interview? What misrepresentation
might have been made? How did he speak
of those who had treated him so hardly?
What was ‘the hope of Isracl "t 1low was
this the occasion of his being a prisoner?
Had the Jews heard any report of him?
What did they say of the Gospel? Why
was it everywhere spoken against? Is this
truo still ?

IIL PavuL's SECOND INTERVIEW WITH THE
JEWS (va. 23-20).—Where was the sccond
interview held? For how long? What
was the object? How did Paul try to con-
vince the Jews? What was tho result?
Why did some refuse to believe? What
explanation does Paul give? Do Paul's
words about Isaiah prove that he was an
inspired prophet? How can people sce and
not perceive? .Does such a thing occur in
our day? What would have been the result
if they had believed? To whom did Paul

1 preach from that time?

IV. Pavr’s Lire ot Roxe (vs. 30, 31).—
How long was Paul a prisoner at Kome?
Howlongwas it since he wasfirst imprisoned ?
Where did he live these two years? What
was he doing? In what way would his
{)osition help him to rrcach the Gospel?

Vhat Epistles did Paul write during t{:cso
years?

L3

V. SunsequexT IHistory.—~When was
Paul released? How many years did he
iive after this? Where did he go? When
was he imprisoned a second timo at Rome?
What letter did he write during this im-
risonment?  Ilow was he martyred?
}’hcn? What great event took place soon
after?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. God brings good out of evil; every
trial and event aided Paul in preaching the
Gospel.

2. I'uul practised his own law of charity
in speaking of his countrymen.

3. The best things will be evil spoken of
by wicked men.

4, God desires all men to turn and be
saved.

5. If any are not saved, it is because they
will not see and believe.

G. Jf we cannot’reach some men,
after others.

7. ““ God buries his workmen, but carries
on his work.”

let us go

REVIEW ExkRrcisE, (For the whole Sehuol
in convert.)

16. Where did Paul live when he reached

Rome? Axs. Tn his own hired house,
guarded by soldiers, 17. Iow long was he

a_prisonor? Ans. For two wholo years.
18. What was he doing? Axs, Preaching
the Gospel to the Jows first, and t!en to tho
Gentiles. 19, What letters did be write in
prison? Ans, The Epistles to tho Ephe-
siang, the Colossians, the Philippians, nnd
to Thilemon. 20. When was he released ?
Axs, About March, A I} 63, 21. How
long did he live after this? Axs, Three or
four years, spent in missionary work. 22,
What wero his last days? Aws, 1lo was

again sent o prisoncr to Rome, and boheaded
for Christ’s sake,
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