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DIVINITY.

TROUBLES PREVENTED BY KLEEPING
THE TONGUEL.
¢ T1Toso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth
his soul from troubles.*—Pnov. xxi. 23.

Tae prudent government of the tongue, isa worh
of such difficalty, that few men have suceceded
in their atlempis lo bring it into subjection. Nou
can any man expect complete eaccess, in this ar-
duous undertaking, without the grace of God.
¢ For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of
serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed and
hath been tamed of mankind : But the tongue can
no man tame 3 it is an uuruly evil, full of deadly
poison.”® James iii. 7, 6. But, if a man cannot
tame the tongues of other men, hie should endea-
sour, by the grace of God, o tame his ownj cs-
pecially when he is in danger of reproaching and
slandering his necighbour. — If we cannot speak
well of a man, et us say as liftle ill as the nature
of the case will admit. To eir on the side of
chaity, will bning usinto no trouble ; but to crr
on the other side may picrce us through withma-
ny sorrows. In this respect, « Whoso keepeth
hiis mouth: and his tongue, keepeth lus soul from
troubles.??

We shall consider, First, wherein we should
keep onr mouth and our tongue ; and, Scconily,
how this will keep our souls from trouble.

I. WHEREIN \0E SHOULD KEELF OUR NMOUTH AND
DUR TONGUE. L4

This passage may refer 8 excesses in cating
and drinking, as well 2s to improprictics in con-
versation; and to kecep the mouth may imply,
that we guard against gluttony and drunkenness,
Itis a well known fact, that those who are well
fed, and full of wine, ate in great danger of talk-
ing at random. Slriot temperance and sobricty,
will be a considetable step towards a prudent go-
vernment of ¢he-tongue.  Bat, in this disconrse,
we shall confine ourselves to the keeping of the
tonaue.

The tongue should be kept from a ¢ multitude
of words.>> Great talkers, whether professors or
profane, can scarcely avoid sin.  {Ie who cannot
ctr has said, < In the multitude of words there
wanteth not sin: But he that refraincth his lips
is wise.? Prov. x. 19. We sometimes foolishly
inagine, that great talkers arc very wises but the
treverse is {rue s For ¢ a fool’s vece s known by
the multitude of words.”? Eccles. v. 3. Qur words
should be few, correet, neat, well-timed, and cal-
oitlated to do good.  Instead of studyving to speak
tuch, we should study to speak well. Lren en
religious subjects, a man may speak too much 5
for religion is hetten felt than it can be expressed.

Our tongue should be kept from slander. A
slanderer is a child of the devil.  The word Iia-
tolos, rendered devil, signities an accuser, a slan-
derer.  He is a slanderer who € backinteth with
‘s tongue, and taketh up a reproach agzinst his
neighbour.”? Psalm xv. 3. This may be done ei-
ther by fabricating downright lies, or by reprasent-
ing things worse than they really are. ~ To slander
2 good man, by forging lics and calnmnies, is one
of the greatest ci¥fhes we can commit against him,
except that of takingaway hislife ; and, pethaps,
in some cases, it would be a less evil {o munrer
his body than his character: And the crime of re-
presenting a bad man worse than he really is, does
not fall short of the other, in diabolical malignity.
Both should be held in great abhorrence. ﬂ“ we
10b 3 man on the highway, he has an opportunity
of defending himself; bnt slander robs him of his
character, withoat the possibility of self-defence.

We should kccp our fonzue from Jlallery. A
flaftercr is a decdaver, who hestows praise npon
persens, who, in his ewn opinion, docsnot deserve
it.  This, if lie reflect at ally must necessarily be
a hateful task to tumself, and, possibly may ruin
bim who is flaltered. © A lying tongue hateth
those who aie afflicted by st. And a flattering
mouth worketh ruin.® Prov. x3vio 95, Wemey
commend a man fo his face without fiattery s hut
such commendations should never he given ex-
cept in cases of necessity, amd then they sheutd
always be stuctly true.  The flatterer fawns upon
us, and ovetwhelms us with unmertited praisn.
merely to proniote his own interests; but the evif
frequently falls upon las own head, as he seldom
long escapes detection.

Whil>we avoid flattery, we shoull keep our
tongue from rudeness and incitility.  Lven inre
proofy, we should spealk with Christian civiiity
and tenderness.  Some are o rude and valgar, as
to affront almost every person with whom they
converse.  Without something of this Kind, they
can scarcely think themselves honest or conseicn-
tious ; but to call rudencss and salxarity ¢ hones-
ty,7 is astrange abuse of words.  Those who com-
mend it may expectinsalt in their turn,  Let us
see how they bear it.  Generally tiey render
railing for railing 3 so that, when they are them-
selves concerned, this reputed honesty produces
painfol and sinful anger. ¢ Asoft answer torneth
away wrath : But grievous words stir up anger.”’
Piov. xv. 1,

Let us keep the tongue Liom p ofune contcrsa-
tion. The sacied name of Ged is profaned by
common oaths and curses.  Religion is profancd
by tidiculc and vhuse.  Sacred thanrsy of cvery
kind, are profaned by scofls and jests,  Solemn
oaths may be taken upon solemn occastons, hy
the best of men ; but common oaths ate Loth sin-
ful and scandalons. The common swearer moy
wnagine himsclf very bold and daring s buty when
God ariseth in judgment, how wall he appear ?
e who ridicules and abuses religion, and makes
sacred things the subject of scofls and jests, will
fall by the hands of Divine justice.  Shumer cus-
sed David, calling him a ¢%bloody man,” anl a
“«manofBelial.” 2 Sam. xvi. 7. Goliath of Gath,
in 2 violent wage, “curced Davi! by Lis gods.””
1 Sam. xvii. 43, But vengzeance soon oveituoh
Goliath; and Slimei, after the lapse of many
years, died an uatimely death.

The tongue should be ket from linng.  God ss
a God of truth: The Devid is the futher of lreg:
And oll liars are Lis children. Notinng s more
stiengly recommended in the wntten word than
truth : nothing is morc reprobated n that toek
than lying, e who yiclds to this sin, only now
and then, s filled with sorrow, and covered with
shame 3 Lut he who is in the constant hatut of
lying, may be rauked amongst the most detestable
of men.  Ile hates himsell; men hate lum; and
lie is hateful to God. Such was David’s hatred
of this sin, that he said, ¢ He that wuiketh decest
shall not dwell within my house : He that telleth
lies shalt not tarry in my sight?® Psalm ci. 7.

It is necessary fo keep the tongue from filthy
cnd impure conversation. Such conversation pro-
ceeds fiom a corrupt hearty and it hasa tenden-
¢y to corrupt those who hear it 1t is reckoned
2n impropriety in polite_company, even where
there is no fear of God: How abominable, then,
when heard amongst professing Christians ! There
appears to have been something of this kind in
the church of Ephesus: Hence we see the pro-
priety of the following exhortation : ¢ Let no cor-
rupt communication proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that
itmay minister grace unto the hearers? Eph.iv.

20, A prudent man will nol talk in this way
himscliy “nor will hie veatwie into the cumpany of
filthy tlkerse A nilthy talker should be shunned
a5 a dangetous person § or while be wains himselt,
he works the ruin of many othess.

Finally, the tongue should be kept from foolish
nstings 1t is an awful thought, that we must
«ive an account of every idle word in the day of
jrdzment!  Cheerful conversation way be hoth
pleasing and profitable 3 but jesting is below the
"1znity of a Christian, When we consider that
we are dying creatures, that the Judge is at the
door, and that heaven and hell are before us ; we
shall sce the folly and danger of toolish jestiag.
Can the jester he devout?  Can he be in carnest
for salvation 7 1s his hemt right with Goed?  Lcet
conscicice wuswer.  Lollow the dictates of con-
scicueey and there will be an end of foolish jest-
ing.  Weare nuw to enquire,

1l. How THIS WILL KELP OUR SOULS TROM
TROUDLE,

Trouble flows from vatious sources. No con-
Juct, no epnversation, however excellent, can cn-
tirely exempt us {rom troudle, while we remain
in this vale of tears. But we must allow, that
many of our troubles arise from ungnarded words 3
and, tharefore, hy caution in that respect, we shail
avoid many aud great troubles,  This will appear
hy a careful consi teration of those troubles which
are occasioned by an ungoverned tongue.

The guill which a man contracts by an ungo-
verned toague, proves a source of trouble to his
soul. In the silent-hour of reflection, his words
perce him through with sorrow.  What was said
in a thoughtless moment may produce years ot
stichs Lrery transgression of the lips, adds to
the load of guilt, till at length it becomes a bur-
den “intolerable to be bome.,”  Every precept,
caution, and thicatening, in the word of God,
stares the reflacting sinner in the face, and fills
him with guilty horrer.  Some, pethaps, may not
foel the load of their guilt in the present world ;
hut guilty euce contracted, must be felt cither hers
¢t liereafter. Al this tiouble is avoded by keep-
ing the mouth and the tonzue,

An imgoveraed tongue eaposes the soal to trou-
ble from wmea.  The injured and offended, unless
influcnred by grace, will seek revenge. They
will cithier appeal to the laws of their conntry, or
try to retaliate i someother way.  Suppase they
Jo net go to these lengths, yel, theit ill opinion of
us, their atterepls to shun our company, and a just
seprecertalica of our character and conduct, will
bring us fut~ trouble, Py this moons we lessen
the pumber of cur fii-nls, anl add to the number
of cur focs. Bul the man who keeps Lis tongue,
enjoys the sweet Bl -s<ings of pcace and friendship,
He can look his neighbour in the Jace, and ask a
favour in the time of need.

Many ruin their characlers hy neglecting fto
keep their tongues.  They are viewed with suse
picien, treated with nealect, an loaded with Jis-
grace.  Nercan it be otherwise @ for if we hear a
man slander his neighbour, we conclude he may
slander us; if we hear him flatter, we think him
a hypocritz 3 if we hear radeaess, we coaclude
there is ignorance ; if we hear the sacred name of
God profaned, we conclude that it proceeds from
an impious heart; if we hear lies, we suspect the
person even when he speaks the truth 5 if we heac
a filthy talker, we suspect him of filthy actions;
and when we hear foolish jesting, we conclade
that the person is a poor tiifler.  Who can bear
to Le suspected, slighted, and despised? Is loss
of character nothing? Are we more willing to
pat with our reputation, than to bridle our
tongues? 1f so, we inay rest assured that trouble
will be our lot as long as we live.
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