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of n~o verse, since Shiakesp)eare,, whichi had
so nîuch the appeazrance of coinitg.sweetly
froru niature. Under tUic (ragrant bir-ch
trees, iii the hecathery glen, or among the
11noonlit shecaves, th~e gushies of music
flowved %varni froni hi k heart. 'l'lie range
of it is not largye, and one miellow, plain-
tive, deliciotis Xwve-rotc always returns
upon the ear in beauty. But the songs of
Burlis were 110 miere ou1-pOUr!flgt of rich
sounds. t-lie cornpused wvith rapidity, yet
devoted much tinie and patience to cor-
rections. plis is hardly the place to d;s-
cuss witlîNMattlev Arnold lîoiv much
Scotch whiskcey hiad to do iih the inspir-
ation of poor Burns, but sorte who have
taisted thie nectar of bis native ]and, say
th-at ii poet rnight have soughit for
inspiration froin a more unpieasanr.
source. " I shiould hanve takenhii'
said Scott, "hand 1 not knowri whiat
lie was, for a very sagacious country
fariner of die old Scotch school. There
was a 'stron.g expression of sense and
shirewdness in ail bis lineamients. The eye

alne inuk, indic:aied the poetical
character and teti«pernlenlt. 1 'vwas large
and of a clark cast, %vhich gloNwed (1 say
literafly glmwed) Mihen lie spoke with féel-
i ng aind interest." What expression of
sensc and shirewdness reveals tu us thie
sine stron- deliberate thioughî!i whichi gives
tu -,coiceliiii in gencral ilheir characteris-
tic- souvidness of judgcment. It wvas this
cjuality in lturns, refined and sublined as
in a superior nature, whichi cnabled hlmii
:o sec and] jtidge for biniself the facts of
mian and nature, it wvas ibis saine qualiîy
wliici gave snicb truth to his i(lens, brin-

in- luis1 spirit mbt actual contac %vith ic
reality -if things-1 instead of being satisfiedl
%vith tlnc refluctioîis of thei in the conveti-
tionalities and generahities of literature.
Tlo this sinie slowv, stroîîg quality of
thcouglt %we mia, attribute that griphic
force and racy lifé which animate the
poetry of Butis and show the observant
habit of bis niind, aud that ricb hurnor
which belongs to inii who looks closely
mbt things as they are, and secs thecir in-
Colig1ru ities.

%\'ere i to be asked whlat was thle lead-
ing elenient in the genlus of Burns, ivhiat
%vas the very centre of bis strength, I
should answer thiat iL %vas lus v*vid sense
of the vitrions states of the spirit of miin
a faculty similar in 'kind t0 that which 1
have a!ready nioted iii Scott, but far
greater iii intensity. Scott coulci appro-
priate t0 himiself and awvaken izu others thie
spirit of the pasi, but Bhurns diveit as a
iiOîy iiard with ail spirits wvbich swvay

theè hutnian soul as bis faniiliars. T'his
Ipoerftil sense of the varions passions and
sen timents of hiunan nature expressed
iiself by its own, shecer force in language
wbichi scenis as if smnitten, by the strengthl
of the thouglits 10 receive and return an
ex ic. iipre-ssîon of thei. stîch scells Lo
nie Io be the essuni il nature of the genitîs
of Buirns. SlPowv, forcible, and inner, bis
spirit thonghit deepiy ind observed close.ly,
and, in thc realnu of passion and scrnlinienti
bore unliiited sway. 'l'lie defects of
Scotch genlus are to a :onsidcrable degrc
sirnilar to ibose of ]Engisll genius, and I
shahl therefore not divell on theni here.
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Asiiiîg inauglit., but trîusting fulUy,
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