
TME PUBLIC HE1ALTII FOR MARCI.

MORTUAL1Y ItETURNS FRoM,% 26 CANADIAN CITIES AND TOWNS.

T 11E total number of' deaths in them'ý)nth of 1ýarcli in the t'vcnty-six
thiefcities and towns ofthe IDomin-
ion wluich, maze, mon thlv retuilîs to the
Departmnnt of A grieulIture lu Ottawva
was 1,337. Ths; numiber is greater býy
182 than the record o? mortality in the
same eitiez- in the previotis miouth.
As Mardi, is three days longer ttLan
February, the increase in the mortalIty
in ilarch liowever, it mnubt bc ubserved,
wvas flot so greait as the figures inake
apparent. There were 13 more deaths
in Marchl tixan in Jatiuary. Marei in
this elimate is a mrontlî iu -ývich the
nîortality, more especiaîIIy from- lung
diseases, usually niuch cxeeeds that of'
either of* the fetw prcvious mnonths.
This year secms to bu ýsorýnewhiat e.xep-
tional in this regard, whlatever the
causýe uiay have been. The wiuter lias
been unusually tevere; the late appear-
ance of sprîng nîuy thirow thîe u.sual
inerease more into April. Thie total
mortality for the mouth ot' March 'vas
ut the rate .935 per 1,000 of estimated
population per auuum.

Iu Moutreal, the mortality increased
from 27 per 1,000 in February te 29 in
March; and iu Toronto fromn lcss than
20 ini February to 9,2 iu Mardi. The
mortality in Hlamilton inceascd to .96
per. 1,000; - nd iu Halifix , te 23 per
1,000. lu1 Ottawua Uhe mortality ivas
sornewhat, Iowcr lui March Uîan in
February. Iii Quebe it lW] to, 21 1per
1,000; it having been L'6 and 24 in
Jan uary and Febi-uary respecti vely.
This is lîigtuly satisfactor3', and unusual
of late years flor that city. The
average tiiere fin. lut year, 1886, was
31 pur 1,000). 'flicre iti no reasocu why
the inort:îlit.y.slionld not, bc kept dowu
te this pboint anid any valuable lives

thus saved. ,In Kingston the mortal-
ity stili further declined, as low as to 18
per 1,000; having beexi nearly 30) per
1.000 in January and 25 in Fiebr'iary.
In London there wvas au increaso in
tie rnortality in Mareh of nearly 50
pur cent as comp:ared wiUi that, of
Fe bruary.

From zymotic discases the rate cf
inortality in the twventy-six eities and
towns wvas about the saine lu iMardli as
it %vas lu February.

In the mortality f roin diphithcria
there wvas considerable of a docline;
ivitl au increa8e lu thiat fromn nîcastes
aud scarlet feyer. Uf the total deatlîs
frin mcasles, 26 iu numiber, 16 wcre
iu -Moutreal, 5 in llainilton aind 5 iii
Soi-eI.
TUIE ÏMORTALITY POI. TUE Fi RST

QUAITEIt Or TUIE YEAR

.During the first, quarter of the pre-
sent year the Dominion appeurs to
have been a3xceptiouably free from
epide mies of a severe or geneî'al char-
acter, if ve cxcept, tic few, local epideuî-
les of' measies. The total mortality
during the quar-ter iu the twenty-six
chiet citles and tow'ni was at the rate
of 22 5 per 1,000 cf population per
anum. Daring the first quarter of
1886, the nîortality lu twcnty-twvo cf
these cities and towivus wvas ait the rate,
of 24-5 Der 1)00<); but x-np--ox wvas
thon stil! prevalunt lu t.wo or three
centres. The inortality Ibr the quartor
wvas iu Montrecal '28 lper 1,000; lu
Toirontoand 1Lumitton 20; Quecbue 23;
and la Ottawa 21. peur 1,000.

1,11 greate.st inortalty froin scarlet fever
is durig the tlîird and iburtlî ycars of lilè,

froi dplîheia during the secoýnd and third
years. .Pi i1iîýjority of chldreri dying, et
tiiese dascsves in the first five years Mu'e lff' ,îwhile the inajoritvdxî± dlitiiiig Uhti Lhsecon)d
live years are girls..


