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1853, THE MOUNT ALLISON

ACADEMIC GAZETTE. 3

vou the ultimate rource of sppeals ite decision will determino your action,
"o suppose any of you inscaaible to the motives by which tho obligation '
10 do gond has been urged upon you, would be an unworihy, and pechaps -
an anjust imputation 3 yei we should nut forget that a consistent chiarac.

ter cannot be formed independent of teligiona principles; neither can we

obtam a correct idea of more) obligation apart from a due consideration of
our relntionship to tiod, e s the Authur and He shouid e the Ind of

oue being.  Thie mnet glorions consecrations of gemus are those laid upon |
His altar—the most powetful motises to improvement in time ate drana

feom elernity 3 destitute of the plastic and guwding influences of rehigion,

yout characters cannot bo perfret, yout minds will shnvel, and your hieatts

will deprave; and when you have spent your brel Jay on carth, your

legacy te postenty will be a dishonoured name, and a worthless example,

‘I's expect to be merely good without the religion of the Hible ieto hupe !
for the eud part from the means of its atlainment—a falso expectation, a |
vain, and Gwitless ctfatt—and how melanchaly at the closo of a protracted
lifo, the reflection that we have lived in vain—that all the high and oble |
aqpuratians of our youthful hopes, hiave vanished fike the inoming cloud. |
T'his, however, need not be.  The path of honourable distinction is before o
us; a weil mented crosen fa within the reach of all.  Help from on high |
is offcred to every mineere well-docr s and although hife has ita trials, and !
nothing good of grent is nccomplished without effort and sacrifice—it glro

havits joye, aud sts tsimphs will suzely follow s if they consat not in the !
applause of the multitude, they will at loast bo reslized in the abiding

assurance of an approving conscicnce, a richer posscssivn than mithons of |
gold and silver.

Go forth then, my young friends, upan your errands of merey,  Seatter
the beams of iutcligence far awl wide. Prove to the world that your
edueation hine nov only ircadiated your mniellect, but that it has aleo cx-
ponded your heatts.  ‘The worll—the wide warhl, is 1o be the scene of
your endeavoure—your fellow men the objects of your solicitude.  Your '
primary conmideration, your calling in bii —but this, to be only tho means |
of a more glurious cnd—a higher vocation to do goad, to blcss the world !

——— P - s c—

National Greatacss,

An Besay, with Valedictory Addscescs, dekvered at the clase of the Annual

Sxanunation at the Wealeyan Academy, by Master Acosar D,

M:Lzon, June, 1853,
Castixo our eyes abroad on the worll at large, wo find thst the time
in which we live is truly o stiraing one. “F'hough the nineteenth centures,
tince it commencement, has been noted for many signal achievements,
both Mousal and Rehgions, yet how nfe wath contention, how stained with
sin, how sunhen in pollution, how blind to their own faulte, haw lath to
excuse the failure of nthers, are the reapective nations of the eath ! ‘I'ruc
areatness then being so rare, 1t coanat but please and nstruct the mind,
to seck whethier any people now existing be really perfect, and if ro, to
discorver 1o which nativt may be awarded the glarous title, »great.” Look |
we at Butsin ;—what fhere meets our gazel  Does perfection et an
indelible stamp on everything?  Far from it! Famed as is the British
Empire for the ubiquity of ita commerce, the wisdom of ita cauncils, and
the glory of its arms, the people, as a gencral statement, turn more allece
tionately to things of earth than to those which aro heavenly ; methinks
they gloty rather in being descendants of those who marrsed tho pride of
the Arinada; sent tereor thiough the cuemics’ hearts on Vrafalgar’s dread
coast; and stopped the exultant march of the conqueror on Watetloo's
blood-stained plains, than as «sons of sires™ who oxposed hfe, fame, for-
tune—all,—in right's sacred cause.

On turning to France we may inquire, whetber she be perfect or not?
What! Pause wo for a single iustant to consider if perfection exists in that

perjured Innd, drenclied with the blood of Huguenots slain on 81, Bartho-

lomew's accursed day 1—that countty whose name is proverbial through-

out the civilized world for scenes of violence and acts of injustice.
Coming nearer home, and still xecking «true Notional Greatness,” we

behold the United States, which, though its banner studded with bniliant {

stars, as an cmblem of unviolated Liberty, tnumphantly waves ever a
fectile, populous region, is yet by no meens to ho esteemed a just—a pure
country.  There Africa’s sons still groan in bondage, oppressed by heavy
gelling chains, which, crushing down to carth, uncrnngly designate them
as «Slaves,”

If we reviewed successively the other nations of the earth we would
seek in vain for ono which, in strict accordance with ‘F'ruth’s requirements,
may be pronounced Great.  Holland’s cluldren may boast of their indus.
trious habits; and Hungary’s sons, with the noble Kossuih as their leader,

glory in theit eecently manifested bravery: Homia's despotic Sovercign
and cruel Nablpa inay repoice over their iminenee possersione, and Chine's
proud inhatutants joy on account of excelling all athees in pumber—tmt
tio people poseces truly perfect greatnees.  Sin hiaa sweph, as the besom of
deateuction, thteugh all pacte of the globe, blighting everyiling that waa
fait of fovely.  lirtor hae coutenst ta way in inumerabile streams tacander-
ing through every reqion of the « terrestrial ball.”  And afler msny dark
ages, ‘Uruth rejoicing in the fact that

«The vternal vears of God ase hees,”

han rieen from hee long incumbent posture, and now boldly conlende with
the tysant Lirroc foe hee law ful domimon over e far carthi. True, then,
was tho statement before mmle, that these ate etirring tmee, and such
being the care, action—renewed, decided, nght actin—1e dev anded feom
sll.  Some may say thero e no need for watfare now, but be aseuted wero
Demosthenen alive, and were be standing here, as a0 the day of lae glaty he
stood o1 the brma at Athens, hiscry—=s loarme? to arma ' —wonld be as
appropriately utterrd s« it was when the impostor's sword recked in the
tood af his elaughtered countrymen,

If each one belonging to the Beitish Provinces would eatefulle review
the ttanaactione of the past, anid zealously study the «hanges which have
tuken place aince the creation of the world, he could not fail to perecive
that there reaie upon him a solemn obligution which duly requires bin to
fuliil—ahligation to mesist with all bs powess an rendenng tus country
Greeat,  We tefer nut to the paltey greatueas deaived (rom superionty in
arme, of {fom extent of possemsions.  We tnean not that it is our duty to
aid the Canadas, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfonmband, and Prnce
Eidward's Ldund, to become famed for warhke expeditions—for renowned
victories obtamed by shedding the dlood of man—the noldest work of an
Almighty Creator, [V greatness could be attained by no other methml
than by thus wading theough «reas of eritmeon gore,” truly would our land
be enveloprad in darkness woreg than cimtietian——we wayld be swweapped
it gloom note fearfully profound than that of the Tartarean regions.

But expericnee clearly ahows that true Geratness depends onarmething
beyond mrre physicul superiority, clec why tell forever Rome, the « Eter-
nal City”—u Mistress of Earth1* Thete is avothes,—and in fact the
only true Greainess—that whick is derived from mental, moral cxcel.
lence.  But it may be asked how fhis eveclience iteelf 18 to be acquired.
List, yo queationer!  There rises a voice from beneath the rutned Cities
and Stotes of the Ancient World, and 1o, cchocd and re.echoed as it
specds along tho « dit aisles of the shadowy past ™ it ringe throngh sud
through our Madern Earth, announcing to oll people, in tones louder than
the thunder’s roar, that Education and [Religion are the reqmsies for in-
tellectusl, woral superionty, and conscquently, the requistes for «'True
Greatneas.””  Ihis being s, let the inhnbitants of the Batish Provinces, a
component part of the British BEwpire, hecame en tlludtniaus peaple.
hiough there aro at present no Perman Myniads to hurl frem our rock-
bound consta—ne boastfu) Armadas to keep from our devoted shores, yet
there isan apportunisy open for us to eclipso the fame of all others.  Tho
Euwpires, Kingdoms, and Republica of the world fiave hutherto lmd their
foundations upon «body,” let us baze on «mind,’” on »soul,” a power su-
perior to every other!

However, cach mnust remember that upon himself depends, in a measuro,
his country’s prosperity.  1f successis to be ours, all must be vigilant; all,
fired with & pure, holy ambitton, must battle in the canee ot Truth,  «Fx.
celsior” must ever bo the watchword; v nil desperandum,” the battle cry.
‘I'he youth must be atimated by thot noble courage winch transfozms the
mese boy of foveand pleasurc inta the steen, unytelding warrtor,—literally
rendering «infant sinews strong s steel.”  ‘The sged must be fired with
that sublime Potriotism which urges even the loug-sojournerin this« abode
of sorrow,” to grasp anew tho sword, and engago with redoubled ardour
in the cver-continuing « battle of ife.”

e ¢ ¢ Byt the moment is at hand in which our association is to bo
broken up; tho individuals compesing this company inust soon ecparato,
beating with them into the wid  ~otld influcuce propattioned to theie te-
spective talents and acquirements, * * ¢ Hero in a building emmently
devoted to the advancement of Education—at a tinio in the regular coutio
tnore exciting, probably, than any other, have been sitting together, fora
short period, persons of various stataps, of diffcrent sges, and with multi-
plied avocations. ‘Che farmer and the mechauic, the merchant and the
winister, the young and the old, have to-day 1eft their commonly-occupied
posts, and have come up to witness the sttainments of Students connected
with this noble Academy. But ere many moments shall have passed,
where will be this multitudinous assembly?  Where will be the many
now remuining within the venerable walls of this honoused institution?
Gone! gone! perchance to meet not again till «circling sun shall set to rise
no more.” At thecloseof these exercises, friends present will return to their
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