
.~from, the s3traw by the oxen aud thoir sled truths: 1. His bai * tisin -%vas a recognition o!
irbich ivere driven over and over it. The fan the divine etonc John and linked luis own
wus a threo-pronged wooden fork or shovel ministry wîLih thait of the Baptist. 2. It Nvas
which -%as iùsed te, throwv tho threahied grain an expression of His coniplete identification
md chai! up into tho -%vind tiat it miglit blow %wi, - a sinful race, yet not se, as to insply a
the chai! and rubbishi ont of tlue good heavy confession of personal sin. But perhiaps it wask
pain. The thiresh)ing fionr ivs generally a forcslhadoiving of that perfect confession of
made on the top or side of a hli that it the sîns of His people which Hue would nuake as
might beo iveil exposed to every breeze. The their Great Representative, and Sin-Bearer.
Coming One hias the winnowing shiovel already 3. It was the outwvard symbol of His consecra-
in Hislhand. Ruis threshing-fioor is the world tien te the service of the nevi kingdomn and o!
where the truth is known, His fan is the pro- lis initiation iute its duties.
okunation of the Gospel aud the Nviud the 16. And Jesus when He was bap-
influences of the Spirit. Hua wvheatisHis saints tized.-Comnbiuing the statements of the threo
and luis granary in the flrst instance the state Gospels, J eans vient up from the viater at once,
ot grace and ultimately heaven. Unquench- praying as He ent, and while Ho vins going
able fIre.-ln the East as in soune parts o! up aud praying the heavens were open-
oui own land the stravi aud chai! viere burned. ed.-To oui Lord and the Baptist the appear-
The fiorce blaze of this stravi fire is syiubolical auce, -was as tihough the s3ky liait reafly opened.
et the fire of God's JUdgTment consuxning (Ezek. 1: 1 ; Acts 7: 56.) (Williaums). The
religious and moral chai!. When once this Spirit of Cod.-Jesus vias novi entering on
à,~ kindled it iviii hoe impossible te put it out. luis public duties as Messiah and s0 was bap-
ie duration of this flame is not se, much in the tized wvil that fulluess of the Spirit which wvas

thought o! the speaker as the hopelessness of necessary te, fit luis true humnity to ho the
ruitîgr'ting it. instrument ef His higher nature in that ivork.
..53. Thon comethJesus.-Clirist came Descendins as a dove and cornlng

frem his home in Nazareth, four days journey, upon HIm.-Read tlue ]Baptist's ovin account
&Dr this purposo. Hue had heard tidings o! the (John 1 : 32-34.) This is to lie vnderstood
juovement, hie knew it -vas from. God and hoe iiterally. It is a supernatura1 fact to vhich
dèsired te have a part in it as it was an earn est ail four Evangelists testify. The Divine Being
Freparatien for the coniing Kingdom. considered it fitting that a visible embodinieut

15. Suifer t floW.-The anaver of Jeass of the Spirit shouid inaugurate our Lord as
i*ipiiea the knowledge of luis own Messiahship fMessiah. The forin of the dove ivas choseîu
'Wd censequently that John bnd good grouud because it was a synibol of deliverance (Gen.
Îbr his misgiving. But hoe removes the seruples 8: 8) ; of purity (Loy. 5 : 7) ; of liarmlessness
iâtheLiptist by telling hini that hisrelationship, (Matt. 10: 16) ; and of endearmeut (Song 6:
wiily a tenuporary one and would soon hoe 9). (Williams.) John says (1 : 32) 'lit abode
éanged. As yet, however, John is the miinis-j upon Hinii."7 The form prohably hovered over
tir o! the lav .,hicli Jesus desirea te fulfl.- Hiim enly for a short tîme ; but although the
>chaffL) It becorneth us.-It is nut a> out-%vard aigu ivas temporary, the anointing o!
miatter of atbsoiute"necessîty (Matt. 16;. 21 ; Ithe Spirit -vas permanent. As the baptismn of
j5: 54), nor of absolute duty (John 13 : 14), Christ vas the last act of luis private, life, se
but of moral fitaness (Heb. 2: 10) (Williams.) frein this moment luis ministry and mediator-
I!ulfil ail righteousness.-To leave notùhing ial vork, in tale active officiai sense, heginis.
mmdone -%hichi would hoe honoring te the (Alford.)
«><emly and significaut ordinances of God. 17. Lo a volce from heaven.-The
illorison.) Every reader feels something of forai of tahe wN ordts in Matthew wN ould suggest

' tbe diflculty wich John felt. Why shouid that tahey v.ere addressed to John but the
ièe sinle,-s. 8on of God submit tu tale baptismn acouiit in Mark aud Luke shows that they'
îf repentaace? As applied to sinful mien it ivere addresý:sed tu Jesus, altahougli audible to,
Vas necesw.rily a haptusai of repentance, but it John. My betoved Son In whomn I (was

~jsalso a consecration to, sud preparatory and) amn weil pleased.-This expression o!
'~tainfor, the new Covenant of thle Kin"- the perfect and ineffable complacency of the,

4loi. (Edersheim.) Christ's reply; therefore, F at her in the S'on, refera, (in its original ferra)

031ay ho understood to include the fellewig te the past as wvell as te the present. Observe


