
BUNDAY SCUQOL GUARDIAN.

and to give him ai) opportunity of rc-
coverivg 131 reputation, it %vas deemned
necessary to send Iiim out of the
couitry. By his kind but deeply-dis-
tressed parents, tv> the foul extent of
their ability, onterything wvas done tu
contribute to bis comfortable seule-
ment in a lireign land. But there also
bis vicions propensities led hlm cap-
tive iii a very short tîme he spent
tho moijoy witb which ho lindu her
provided, aou] every dispobable z.rticle
had to be parted with for bread. Thus
ho fond tho wav of trarisgrrssion to
be bard, beingr reduced tu the most
abject stato of pvverty. By some
menus or othc-r, lie obtained a pas-
sage in a sbip Failitig to bis native
shore. Dttringt the vovaLoo there
%vas time for reflection, and it migblt
have been t1bought that bis suffl*tritîs
and degradation would have induced
him to resolve on reformation. But
this was flot the case: on the contrary,
hc becarne more vile, and %vas cletcîed
dering the pas:zagc in an act of dis-
honesty. For tis be wvas plac.ed un-
der arrest, and, on arriving iii port)
was conveyed te prison as a félon.
The next day hoe was l>-ouglbt t0 trial,
founu] guilty, and] sentoncrd to six
monîbhs' iinprisoument, in compariy
witb some of the lowest and most
depraved criminals. By a kind
interposition of Providence, Ibis carne
to a k-nowledge of a miîi-.ter reisiding
ini the toivn, wlio wvas wvell acquainùrd
with bis fiathler. Resp.,ct for tbe
fatber*f-ooi iiîduced ilr -Minister tu
visit the son. Ile founu] iaîm desti-
toto of decent apparel, and] mixing
with manv in tho -,aine condition ; but
thero was something ini lus demmrior
soud appearance tliat distinguislied bim
from the rest,-a geniity of mu.niiers,
that showed tbat hp liad not alwanys
herded îvitb the outrasts of society.-
Suitable advice was given, and] tbe
minister engaged to informa tus father
of bis returti anîd iiiiprisonmnt. It

ivas a painful service to communicate
intelligence of trouble ; and as miglit
be expected, the tidirigs tbirev the
whole family mbt sorrow. The feel-
ings of the Chrirýtian father, the
tender rnotber, and loving sisior2, on
the reception of the doleful letter, can-
not be described. A reply of thanks
ivas reîîîrned to the writer, containiiîg
a communication 10 be made to the
son, tu tbe effteci tîxat having so de-
graded bis faîher's riame anu] station,
and su sbused tbe past aci. of forgive-
ness, lie was neyer more to retîîrn te
tue parental abode, forthe family would
flot receive or aoknovledgs' him again.
It wvas natural for an offended and]
disboioured purent to arrive nt Ibis
conclusion on hearing of bis sons*
wicked ungratefulcondnct ; but it wvas
hoppd tliat, after calm rellection, paren-
tal feeling wvould return and plead for
some compassion te the piodigal.-
The ministcr presumed tu intereode;
but wvas an-swered by a recaitulation
of past acts of pardon and lîelp, anu]
told that the offence wvas bevonu]
pardon, and] that the son must bear
theconsequence of lus own sin. The
lime drew nrar Milen the youth must
ha liberatecl, and the minister urged
on the faiber by every argument he
coulu emîiley Io try hini once mnore ;
offeringc-, at the sanie lime to use bis
ii.flueîîce to obtain for lîim the situa-
tion as ksurgean on board a sbip goitig
on a long foreigu>) voyage. The faîluer
relented and consented t0 give the son
tise one more trial. On leaving the
prisonl ho ivas received for a short
period int> the Minister's bouse,
clotbed anu] sent by coachu to tbe place
of liu; father's residence. Shortly
afier, the dt>sired office was obtained.
and lie seailcu] to a distant land, from
Mieonce ho 'id flot return for maruy
m'onitls. During ibis absence ho was
led to reviu'w bis past conduct éareful-
ly, became fnlly sensible of Isis folly,
and was deeply lîuîîbled at the t.hought


