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2y manifestations of tho tenth commmending ourselves Loy (vary mans
conse'ence i the sight of ol -2 Lo iy, 2,
HE power which man exerts over his fellow.man by the
r excrcise of speech is one of his noblest prerogatives,
If this power were to be suddenly and universally suspended,
life would sustain a terrible and irreparable innovation, and
lote some of its purest and swccteat joys. The appointment
aod comminsion of the ministry of men for the promulgation
of the Gospel wasone of the Jast solemnities in the
emthly carcer of the
Son of God : *“Jesus
cawe and spake unto
ths Apostles, saying,
All power is given
unto me in heaven
and earth. Go ye,
therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing
thet in the nume o
the Father, snd o
the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost.” When
we accompany thoto
heralds of the Cross
as they prosecute
their high vocation,
and mark how the
Jight of Grecian phi-
josophy waues in
their presence, how
the political power
of Rome atoups at
their feet, how idol
tewples tremble at
their approach, how
barbarvus  natious
spriug into greatness
attheir bidding, how
aead souls stait into
newness of life at
their call, we cannot
~sist the conviction
that there is a divi-
wity about this office
which invests it with
absorbing  intereat
«nd parawount im-
portance, *‘ For after
that in the wisdom
of God the world by
wisdom knew mnot
God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of
preaching to save
them that believe.”
The revival of an
earnest Christianity
during the last cen.
tury, and the aggres.
sion of the Church
on tho empire of
paganism during the

7’

present century furnish ample and encouraging cvidence

tbat the pulpit has still a power to sway and a work to do.
It will not be displaced by the press, The press, as a cuculating

medium of thought, is one of the glories of the age ; and as a .

foe to ignorance, superstition, bigotry, intolerance, and des-
potitm, may be & valuable auxiliary to the preachers, ‘I'he
pulpit must not be set aside by the school. \When education
comprises the entire man—bhis body, intellect, aul moral
nature ; when it is conducted on the basis of religious truth ;
sud when it is prosccuted in a thoronghly Christian spitit,
1t contributes in an eminent degree to the success of an intel.
ligent, thoughtful, and edifying ministry. The pulpit must
not be eacrificed to the lecture-room, = The lecture, as a
means of diffueing popular information and of stimulating self-
improvement, is serviceable ; and by awakenimg mental ac-
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Vivity and disclosing the wonderful works of God, is helpful
tather than hostile to the preacher.  But ehl! the pulpit bay
its specilic dutics, its cxclusive functions, aud its permaneny
obligations ; its origin, object, privileges, responsibilities, and
issnes combine to give it a uniquencss which is at onco solewn
and sublime. The Mission of the Pulpit, then, is the subject
now beforc us; and it is compirchensively stated in the
apostle’s words : ¢* By manifestation of the tiuth commend.
ing vurselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of tied,”

The miseion of the pulpit is—

1. A MissioN 10 1iE CONSUIENUE,

I, A Missiox ror Gov.

Lo Tue Pererr s 4 MissioN v piE Covscinznn, Cons
scicnee is that simplo and miginal faculty of our nature
which, among other things, points us to the great laws of

God ; ~ pronounces
judgment on  our
actions a8 good or
bad ; produces pain.
ful or pleasuralye
cmotions in us, ac.
cording to our con.
duct; and by ts
combined encrgy
prompts us to do
that which is right,
It asserts its prero.
gative in the breast
of innocent infancy,
aud it retains .t
grasp of the hoary.
headed  sinmer: it
tlames with light n
the dark spirit of
the besotted pagan,
and it reigns m
serene majesty inthe
sval of the  true
Chrietian. ¢ Hadat
strength as it had
right 5 had it power
ay it had manifest
suthority,” says But-
ler, *“it would oh-so-
lutely  govern the
world,” It may be
sligbted, but it can.
not be silenced ; it
iy be resisted, bat
it caunot de-
throned ; it may bo
seared, but it cannot
be destroyed. The
worm that dicth not
is the aveuging
power of au infu-
viated conacience : a
conscicnee lashed in-
tv madness by all
that is vile in cvil
and  intolerable in
despair, The mission
of the pulpit is to
this awful monarch
of the soul.

L The Mission tv
the Conscience  lus
its Advantages. ‘The
man who appeals to the «onsuence by the force of truth
occupies a throne of impeiial power, and sways a sceptre of
irresistible might,  If wo uppeal to the imagination by sallizs
of wit and heauty, we shall be perpetually chasing clouds awld
shadows ; 1t we appeal to the reason by facts and arguimnents,
we hall encounter a network of sophistry and scepticism , 1i
we appeal tu the passions, we shall create floods of sentr
meutal sorrow aud troopsof tictitious saints ; but if we appeal
to the couscience by the truth, there is not a law, precept,
prohibition, or warning of the Word of God to which the
conscience will not instuntly respond, and of which it will not
instinctively approve, Here, then, is a prodigious advantage.
Your ear may not be charmed by the musical cadences of a
flowing eloguence ; your taste msy not be gratified by the

| beauties of elegant compositivn ; your judgment may not be




