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tress of any kmnd,cast themscelves
not do 0 in vain.

10. And they that know thy name will put
their trust in thee  for thou, Lord, hast not for-
saken them that seek thee

The name uf God—the sure memorin! of his
character, wartants the most unbounded confi-
dence of all those who can apprecinte at,  (See
Exodus sxxiv. §=¢ )  His faithfulness i engaged
10 hear and answer those who call upon hun

11. Smg prawses to the Lord, whib dwelleth
in Zion: declare among the people lis dongs.

Glorious things are waud of Zion® * Jehovah
has chosen her for his habiration ™ ¢ Heis great
s Zion”  He is hnown in her palaces for a
refuge”  And because of these manifestations of
his character, he 13 greatly to be prused—yea,
his glusivus duings are to be cclebrated among all
people.

12. When he makedh inquisiton for blood, he
rememberseth them . he forgeneth not the ery v
the humble.

It has sometimes sceined as though God did
not hear the cry of hiis oppressed and percecuted
people—yea, the cry of their blood from the earth
on which it _has been spilt ke water, has appa-
rently been dissegarded.  But he has most so
lemnly declared that he will make inquisyion for
blood ; (comp. Genesis ix. §,) and he has fixed
fis own tune n dong so.  Alag, for the mystic
Babylon, wlen the time for her retribution arrives.
(See Rev. xvii. 5, 6.)

13. Have mercy upon me, O Lord; consider
my trouble whick [ sufler of them that hate e,
thou that hftest me up from the gates of death.

Deliverance from ecnenues, hike every other
blesving, 1nust be sought from the merey of God.
And the consciousness of having been rescued by
Ius grace from the jaws of hell, will embolden the
believer to plead with lum for a delwerance from
every other danger.

14. That 1 may shew forth all thy praise in
the gates of the daughter of Zivn® 1 will rejoiee
in thy salvation.

To publih the prawse of Jchovah first in the
Church on earth, and afterwards i the Clwurchin
glory, is the highest end which the behever can
propose 1o himself; and he may well, Lke the
psalnust, pray for all that may fit him for “this
employment. Intunately connected wah praise,
though distinct from it, is joy in God'x salvation.
When we glonfy God, we alzo enjoy him

15. The heathen are sunk down 1 the pit that
they made: m the net which they hid 1s their
own foot taken.

However wicked nations may combine their
counsels 1o oppose the cause of the Saviour, and
10 harass and destroy his peaple, these shali all be
made to recoil on their own heads, so that his
avenging justice, and the ampotency of their ma-
lice shall at the same timre be rendered more con-
spicuous.

16. The Lerd is known by the judgment i hick
he exccuteth: the wicked is snared in the work
of his own hands. Higgaion, Selan.

God is glorificd even in the infliction of ven-
geance on -his enemics, and his agency is the
more scen in the retributions-visited upon the
wicked, when their sins become their punith-
meats.
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Notr.—Some regard these words, Higgaion,
Seluh, a8 a musicl sign ; so Geseniug who ren-
ders them * Insttumental music, Pause 2 many
~othera whow Alexander follows, render them
i % Meditation, Pause
v 17 Fhe wicked ghall be tarned into hell, and
; ait the natons that forget Gud
1 Those who ate hwingin wickedness, and in
! forgerfulness of Geod, become more darmg and
: secure from their numbers s but alas! as the day
; of judginent s 1o be the day of wrath and reve-
“lation of the nghieous ywfgment of Gud,” the
* nombers of those who shall be obnoxious to hus
' vengeauce, shall only render the manifestation
; of 1t more awful.

{  13. Forihe needy shall not alway be forgotten.
) the cxpeciauon of the poor shall out perish for
1
!
|

cver.
‘T'he day of vengeance on the unpenuent shall
be the tune of complete deliverance to God's
; towly aud afilicted people They +hall then prove
the peifect fanhfuiness of all God's promises to-
wards them, and tnore than the fulfiliment of their
own highest exp-ctations.
19. Arise, O Lord, et not man prevail: let the
| heathen be judged in thy sight.
““he people of God know that the day of retri-
{ hutin never hngers, yet when smarting under
! oppression for persecution, they cannot but pray,
! that the Lord would hasten the time when he
shall plead lus own cause, and avenge himself on
his enemics, how numerous soever they may be.
20. Put then in fear, O Lord : thatihe nations
may hnow themselves to be but men. Sclah.
T'he wicked are now frarless of judmnent, as
| though God were a man whom they wmight de-
{ spise, and they themselves more than men ; but
ah! hiow altered will be herr yudgments of them-
selves and of the Judge, in * the great day of his
wrath.” R.
MoxTrEAL, Jan. 17, 1851,
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Awn 1abehever i Christ? T hope Tam. 1
someunmes fee) considerabiy assured that T am—
Only sometimes, but often enough to make me
pamfully sensible that the want of habital as-
surance 15 @ want occastoned chiefly by the ne-
alect of known dutyand the sndulgence of hnown
am. In carcless moods 1 someumes feel tempt-
ed to call 1 a permcious sort of loic 1o the sup-
port of my dechmng confidence Godward—in-
«tead of having fresh recourse 1o the truc restora-
tves of faith and penitence.  The reasoning in
question 13 afier ths fashion—its foundation con-
sistimg, 38 any onc may secat a glance, in an ob-
vious perversion of a precious truth :—

Once a behiever, always a bohiever;

‘I'he expenences of the past convince me that
I was a belicver once 3

‘They mag warrantably convince e thercfore,
that { am a behiever sl

On the pitiow, furmshed by some such syllogism,
many, it 18 10 be frared, go to slecp, and sleep on
till they awake with scarccly more e at their
disposal than what may serve them to prefer the
hasty and 1neflectual request—Give us of your
oil, for our lamps asc gone out.  The most dise
tressing circumstance in the case of such is, that
any thing short of the Bridegroom's approach, or
their own lapse into open and aggravated sin,
has scldom any effect in arousing them to a con-
sciousness of their state—seldom, | say, for gent-
ler means, blesaed be Gud, are not always found
unavailing.

| *I'he conversion of the soul frequently stands

i related 10 a long trmn of nsteuntentuliies ail

- tending, nud, under God, contributing 10 the ene

“ygeeat reult,  The subject of the happy change

i may never be able to trace out all the circtie

« stances whieh compose the seres; but there are

- usuatly some of them, one or mote, as 11 may be,

* whose mfluence has been so deasive, that they

. never fail to meet iy view i looking back apon
the past, 1 have y eye at present apon iy old
conneetion with Margaret ¥, 16 T have been
born agam, that connecton planly helped much

| to put me on the way 1o the crom.  Alas, poor

+ Margaret ! how I wishi that her story had been s
more sutisfactory one ! As it 15, Tatleast can

| never cease to cherish the wemory of her—
When 1 first got acquainted with her, she had
reached her sixty-second year; she was poor,

' almost enugely dependant upon chanty. was

{ then a stranger to God, but rehgiously mchined

; cnough to feel it a luxury to aid her a hule, and

an honour to be able to reckon among my friends

one of Clirist’s pour onew. T did not doubt her
title to that character ; she hersell did not doubs
oit, and § never et with any one to whom she was
| known who * doubtea for frer.”

My acquaintance with Margaret soon ripened

l into fiiendship—1I loved the poor old woman.—

| In regard to temporal atters she had seen more

‘ prospérous days. Unnt her thirueth year her

| uwn lonest mdustry had sufficed 10 earn for her

1 & respeciable nruntenance ; but about that time

| & bitter reverse of foriwne overtook her.  In an

. evil hour she fell into the snare of the seducer,

. and her proud heart sefused to outlive the shame

{ of a ruined character. Despair becane her coun-

sellor, and she rashly resolved to act upon its evi)

counsel ; twice she attempted to tuke away her
own life, but was on botht occasions happily in
terrupted—on onc of thero, I believe, while en-
gaged in the very act. How aind in God, sir—
she would in effect say—to have prevented me

{ trom rushing into His presence—my soul stained

with the s of the suicide!  How kind in God,

sir—the very severity of his chastisements soon
left me without any farther chance of carrying
out my mad purposc—hands and feet fiuled me

—a few weehs' tliness, under theumatism in its

worst form, left e in a state worse even than

that in which you now find me—helpless indeed,

in many tespects, as the new-born babe. A

<hort time afier the hand. of God had heen laid

thus heavily upon her, she was visited by a pious
elder of the church ; and to all appearance, was
led, through his instrumemabty, to a saving
knowledge of the truth. ‘Thenceforth her trials
were borne with apparent fortitude and resigna-
tion. She usually lived alone, but never seemed
to feel alone ; tor, except when agonizéd with
prin, as she often was, she always appeared to be
contented and lappy. Her litde chamber, al-

j ways neat and clean, was long a noted rendez-

} vous of the piously-inclined. For some years a
band of youihs met weehly there for prayer and
the study of Gnd’s word ; the number of Marga-

{ ret's visitors cmbraced besides, some of the de-
cidedly pious, belonging respeciively to nv less
than four different denominations. We used to
say, that the Catholic spirit of the good old town
owed not a little 1o that humble cabin in the ven-
nel, and its Jowly occupant.

i It was with pain that T parted with the old
woman. She was among the last whom I bade
farewell, on 1 ling -ave for ascason, or for ever,

| ag it may chance, of my native land. She was

j fras) and fu! of 1roubles, and 1 knew that I would

: sce her no more on exrth, I doubted not, however,
that 1 would meet her in glory, should Tmyself fail

, not in obizining grace to make her Saviour mise

. —pressing her withered hand, I breathed a pray-
er for preservation from so awful a failure. Many
years have passed since then, and Margaret is
now no more. Thanks to the kind friends who
forgot not to minister to her wants to the last—
some of them parnily for Inah’s sake, partly for
the sake of his poor friend herself, but chicfly




