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ut some length iy lust, aud that your Lonlship's
answer will be favoutruble.  If it were convement,
1 shonld be glad to have a conversation wath your
Lordshup for a short une. 1 um, &c.,
(Signed) Ducato Siaw.

Faichem, Oct. 8, 1817,

At length his Lorddnp condescends to answer:

Rev. Siny,—1 retuzned no answer to your first
tetterto 1ne, because it wasnot eritten, Iconceive,
in a respectful tone. You now press for an an-
swer, und I will juve you une.
of the land upholds the established church of Scot-
lund, 1 shall countenance no other; nor will I do
any thing for a body whom I hold to be Dissenters,
stirrern up of strife, and most unchristian in api-
rit. Do not suppose that this is an opinion hastily
formed. I wasin Scotlund when the question was
first raised, and was thoroughly instructed in its
meamng and tendeney by u elergyman, who has
uow seceded 3 but as 1 did not udopt any views
hastily, neither shall 1 be induced ‘to alter them.
One ward sore, and 1 have done.  You reside in
thit Glen by eufferance on my part. If thereicas
a clergyman of the Establisked Churek here to
take cure of my peuple, I should not permit you
10 stay kere to thucart his labours. "Lhere icnone
at preseat, und I prefer your teaching tothe know-
ledge thut there is o pastor iu the Glen. You
inuy forward this letter to the conmmittee of the
Free Church, if you will, and eapress at the sume
time my detennination to grant xo site to the au-
thars, uiders, and abetters of this movement on mny
property 5 aud I am, Rev. Sir, your very obedient

servant,
(Sizucd) Waro.
Glengarry, Oct.9, 1347.
D cea——
POPERY.

Ix Ineraxn—Ia this unhappy island, and as
one striking cause of its wretched state, there are
at this momemt 2,735 Roman Cutholic priests,
2,205 Roman Catholic churches, 25 Colleges, 50
Convents, 93 Nunnerics, and 42 Monasteries.
And acting on the principle, ¢ no penny, no pater-
nostery” the Irish priest wrings from the poorcst
population of Europe a revenue which can scarcely
bo believed.  O.ac who fonnerly officiated in the
extreme west of Ircland has lately shown the ac-
count of his averaze annual incomc—in which,
for confessious, baptisms, marnisges, anuointings,
massen, collections, &c. &c., hisshare was £345
14s. 44, or nearly $1800. Who can wonder at
Ireland’s degradation and inisery.

Ix Ngw Yonx—In this State, 0 important
and influcntial in the Union, there were, accordi
20 a recent report of Bishop Hughes to the Leopel
Socicty in France, twenty-four ycars ago, three
priests, iwo churclics, and 16,000 Romian Catho-
lics—now there arc 56 pricsts, 49 churches, and
more than 200,060 Rowan Catholics. In that
time, Protestants of New York, what have you
done?

I Puraoreemis—~TIn a mass meeting recently
held for the purpose of taking steps to prosecute the
crection of a stupendous Cathedral in this city, it
was stated that there are in the county of Viila-
delphia sixtecn Roman Churches, and about 80,000
members, and abont 810,000 were coilected or
subscribed on the spot.  In the civil courts, juries
have recently awardzd necarly $47,500 damages th
the congremation of St. Augustine, and §27,009
to that of St. Michael in Keusington, whose chapel
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case, bo compelied 10 exert themacles to a much
, €0y
greater extent than they have ever yetdone. ‘Ihe

two Welts of lust sesston of Pathament, for the im-

I provement of Insh estutes, and for the sale of parts

of them, 5o us to enuble their owners to improve
them if they chioase, or if not, to sell them to those
who will—are, it secms, to be introduced this ses.
sion  Trelund i< at present m a most fearfully dise
tuthed and Jawless state.  Handly asmgle paper
from the south can be tuken up, without finding in
t detals of some fresh murdems or attempts at
assassination.  “I'he government are evidently uta
loss what measure toudopt : and 1 would not won-
deraf 1 new coercion bill be passed” s session.
Some most ustounding dirclosures have-just been
mado in reference to some of the -recenly perpws
trated murders.  ‘The persons asuesinated had
bean denounced, it seems, from the altar, ut Mas,
by the priest, and they were the same day, or the
neat, shot dead.  Major Mahon wus denonnced by
the pricst on Sunday, and on the Monday he was
shot dead in tus.carriage, while returning.from
Roscommon, where he had been muking arrange-
ments for the cmplovment of the idle peasantry.
Oue case is cspecially noticeable—it occurred
Tipperary. A poor man named Callaghan was
murdered.  ‘I'he priest, a Rev. Mr. %, gave the
followmngy evidence a8 the tnal of the ussassins.
“Did you denounce the murdered man from the
altar?” «1 did® When did you denounce
him?? < On Sunday at Masa”
murdered 7? ¢ At five o'clock the same evening.”
Even the repealens are getting utterly shocked at
the lawless state of muttere.  In a letter by John
O'Connell, in the Dublin Freeman of the 24th ult,,
he says, 4 Oh how doubly futal are the hideous
agrarian outrages, at suchatime! ‘Theystecl the
hearts of the governinent and parlinment to our
distresses, they wenken our best cfforts, and must,
if continued, uttesly bafle us, and bring ruin and
destruction wpon the land.” LB

Glasgow, Dec. 1, 1817,

Hotry Warer—A constant reader informs us,
that ut a certain Tructariun meeting of Clergy, the
question was raiced, What should be done with the
surplus baptisinal water? asit would be a desecra-

tion to waste it ufter it had been consecrated.

Whercupon one of the priests sugpested that it
should be saved to wash the surplices with; and
this superstitions sugeestion was actually applauded.

State or Epvcation 1x Exctaxp.—At the
South Lancashire Assizcs, in course of being held,
the calendar contains 104 prisoncrs, of whom only
seven are set down as being able toread and arite
well ; and 25 can do veither.

StaTistics oF e Rowax Camnortc Cuvacn
1N GrEAT Bairaix—"The ¢ Catholic Directory for
1818" contains the foliowing statistical information
Teapecting the Catholic Church in England.  The
total number of Churches and Chapelsin England
and Wales is 545, of which 534 are in England
and 11 in Wales. The greatest number in any
one county is in Lancashire, where there are 105.
* & & & Iy Scotland there are §3 Chajcls
and Churches, besides 22 stations where the Rotnan
Catholic service is performed, ® * » ® mukinga
grand total of Churches und Chapels in Great
Britain of 630.

In England there are tern Roman Catholic Col-
leges.  In Scotland ane, viz, $t. Mary’s, Blairs,
Kincardineshire. In Great Britain there are 33
convents and 11 monasterics 3 of the convents 12
are in Jond There are also 806 Misionary
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were destroycd during the riots of 1843.

Izgranp.—This ill-fated land ix likely to experi-
ence another tryiag winter.  Famine, with its
fearful and deadly attendant, fever, is again stalk-
ing over the country. ‘The home government are
making every prudent preparation to meet, and, if
possible, mitigate the amul:chinge\*il. The relicf
sotes arein process of being again filled, and
wdcmhavebecngi\‘entour:egin of them
how to comport themselves. It is not, however,

the intention of governiment to contribute, for the |-

Irish noor, %0 largely as they did last year. They
intead tomake the poor rates responsible to & great
extenty and the owsiers of property will, s such 2

Priests, including the Bishope; 630 of these are in
England, 27 in Wales, and 99 in Scotland.
There are said to be in the United States 1,190,-
700 Roman Catholics, with three Catholic Arch.
hishope, 24 Bishops, S90 P'ricsts, and 900 Churches.
Twenty pricsts died last vear, and in the same
period of time 76 priests were added, and 94 addi.
tional Churches crected ot dedicated.
s —————

MIRACLES.
A minacle is an immediate interposition of divine
rewer, saspending wome oue of nmeee of the laws
of nature, or producing rifects different from. or op-

posite to, such laws, The laws of nature, for ex- !

When was he

: amyple, will not restore to life a dead man. ‘The

| tedency of thoso laws is to the fulfilment of the
decree—** Dust thou art, aud unto dust shall thou
retum.”  ‘The raising of & deud body to life, there-
fore, world bo a miracle. It is a well catablishied
fact, thut no law of nature would restore to sight
a man born blind.  “I'he immediate restoration of
such aman to smght, without the weo of means,
therefore, would bo a aniracle.  1f a man, incapable
of waulking from mfancy, should [; e
word, to watk and lesp, this would be & mi .

‘That many real miraclea have been wrought by
men profeeany ‘o be inspired of God to teach the
people, or to fulfil some important offico {or the
church, and even by the disciples of such men, is
clear; and thowe miracles are amongst the conclu-
sive ovidences of the truth of Chnstianity. But
the question urises—Do the scriptures authorize the
belief that miracles are to continue to be wrought
i the church of Christ to the end of time?  f o0,
cun any church claim to be Christ's, without the
power of werking sniracleal If not, wheu did
tniracles cease to be wrought 2

‘T'o answer these questions satisfactorily, we must
firt uscertain for what purposes miracles have
been wroughit,

‘Fhe first man who was enabled to work mira-
cles, of whom the scriptures give us an account,
was Moses.  “The purpose of some of the miracles
he wrought was to convince the Jews that he had
been commissioned of God to deliver them from
Egyptian bondage, and to conduct them to the
promised land. *‘Thut they may believe that the
Lord God of their fathers, the God of Abrasham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath ap.
prared unto thee” Exo:;; 3: 5. Sol;\eof hia mi=
racles were wrought for the purpose of giving evi-
denee to l’h:uoalgh that he was directed of God to
demand the releasc of the Jews, that he might
have no excunse for refusing. Exod. 4: 8. Others
were wrought for the purpose of confirming the
anthority of Moeex, and, at the same time, of pre-
serving the lives of the Jews in the wilderness; as
whea he brought water out of the rock. And
under the Theocracy of the Old Dispensation, mi-
racles were frequently wi t, not only for the
purpose of estublishing the mission of inspired men,
but of dclivering the people of God, or individuals
of them, from inuninent peril.

Bat we arc not now living under a Theocracy.
Let us, therefore, inguire for what purposes mira-
cles have been wronght under the New Dispensa-
tion. John the Bzptist, though called to an extra-
ordinary work, wrought no miracles. The reason
is obvious. He was a priest of the Aaronic order,
and consequently was authorized, by virtuc of his
office, to confirm the church in accordance with
God's wonll,.u He did not imm?hme the New Dis-
pensation, but only prepared the way forit. IHe
established no nevg ox;diuxmce in ﬂw’::hmcb. nor
did he add auything to the canon of the scriptures.

Jesus Christ claimod to be the Son of God, the
long expected Mcssiah, the Saviov~of men. His
was the inast extraordinary work ever undertaken
inour world. He could not, and did not, require
men to receive him, without giving them cvidence
the mast canclusive, that he was what he profesned
tobe.  To his miracles he appealed as one of the
cvidences of the truth of his claims. « For the
works which the Father hath given me to fiuish,
the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that
the Father hathsent me John 5: 36.

G;N;alcn the Aposilcs were a&m f::.‘h :d preach the

amongwt all nations, they tospeak
under the immodiate guidance of the Holy Spirit,
and calied upoa mecn (0 receive their testimony
and their doctrines with implicit confidence. Such
claims could not be admitted bat upon evidence the
most conclusive. They were empowered, there-
fore, to work miracles in the name of Jesws. He
would interpose miraculously to establish the truth
of Christianity, o coafirm their authority to intro-
duce the New Dicpcnsation, and to prove theirin-
spiration. In him name they healed tho sick,
raised the dead, and cast out cvil sperits.  They
were alwo cnalled to speak lanmuagzes flueatly,
which they had never leamed.  ++ And they weat
forth, and preached cverywhere, tire Iord working




