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THE BECCLESIASTICAL AND MIS

on the destinies of Christianity.  How much
longer the sacred trust may be continued, must
depond on her present and futmo condoct and
use miade of her privileges.

We cannot then, fathers, disregard these ea-
cred calls in crention, in providence, to go for-
ward with all earnestnese, self consceration, une
thuken doterminac.on, single-cyed faith, to our
part of the work of possesang the land for Christ,
without betraying our sacred trust—wishout be-
g chargeable with blood gumiltiness—without
meuering the eternal loss and shamo of having
had tho honor, and the privilege given to us, but
by our unfaithfulness, taken fromus and given to
avother, .

1L In the practical application of tha dis-
conrse, the following things woro presented, and
most earnestly sought to be pressed home :— X

1. The absolute necosmty that Chnstians, in
their several spheres as office-bearers or membors
of the Chiurch, should teatise and «act out ther
personal respousibility for the conversion of the
world to Christ.

‘I'hat was not only a great, but a just and pracs
uéal aden, wluch prompted a large hearted
American merchant to offor a prize for the best
Esay « On the Responsitnlity of American Mer-
chants for the Conversion of the World to Christ.”
An excellent Hsay, entitled @ Merchants and
Misstons, by John A. Jameson, Bsq., Mer-
chant, Freeport, lilinois!* has appesred, and
ahis to 1hus present year a valuable contribution
to the canse of Misstong, by its affustiations of
the necessity of Chnstians making the conquest
of this sin-runed world for Christ, so mnch the
grand definite end for which we wero bon into
it, as to feol it to be as much our business to- use
wmast personz! effurty, as the husbandman feels
that he must plough and sow, the merchant buy
und sell,

The preachier urged it upon himself and his
audicuce, that loug now had it been proved, by
the stern, incontrovestible evidenco of facis, that
tho would-be wiser than God and the Biblo
philasophery’ specalations, on the simplo abosigi-
ual condition of vur race exempting themn from
the s3 of civiization ; on the salvaton of the
liwathoa based o their natwral conscicnee, were
all a fiction. The facis of tho whole-
sale murder of children by parents—of expo-
sure by clindren of their aged, helpless paronts to
tho death of piming starvation, or being made
the prey of ugers or panthers; of humaa sacri-
fices in crael profusion to appease their accursed
gods ; of Cannibals ¢ uttinz their unnataral ap-
petites with humaa flesh, these facts had been
long before us. In brief, Paul's dack and appalling
pictore in 1st chap. Rumans had, by the mostreli-
ablo testunony of missionanes from all quarters
of the earth, been most abundantly confiemied.—
Then, how often have we maps with black sable
ground, fit emblem of tho millions fast descend-
ing into “tho blackness of darkness for ever®s
How olton is it tried to reach our sympathies by
Heathen staunstics in figures.  Millione are
dying cvery year, thousands every day, hundreds
every hour.  One soul, which the Saviour says,
thuugh only one, is incomparably more precious
than all the material worlds which space could
contamn, to givo tho power of individuality to the
subect, is passing to its account every click of
the clock. Sull the cry rings in our ears—

“ Behold wo die—wo perish~we all pesish.

Oh, Chritians to aur rescuc fly.

Preach Jesus to us ere wo dio.”

But nothing like adequate help is stretched out,
Why is 1his? Becavae tho conversion of the
wotld for Christ is not realised as our personal
work, for which each in his own place is persons
ally accountable to Christ,

2. The absoluto neccessity of realising that
while Christ devalves, the work of the world's
conversion on his disciples and Church, He puts
in therr possession all-sufficient moans for the
accomplishment of it.
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Most true, indeed, it is Chnst’s work, So
much must all tho cfficient power come fram
Hum ;—a0 essential is his dispensing the india-
peusable ngency of the fHoly Spuit, thae withont
this, not ono single right thought in the signer
can be awaliened, (1o say nottung of turning the
whole beat of the soul and habiw of the bife in a
Godward direction,) more than we can create a
world,  But in peclect cansistency with all this,
the instrumental part of tho wack 18, of Divine
constitution, so committed to Christiane, that by
Gud's plan, souls are not convorted itrespective
of, or apart from human agency. ‘Thatis a wone
detful saying of Christ, and wyong the fastof Ins
sayings on carth, (but Ho inmsclf assigoe the
reason, nawmely, that the great period  for
numerous conversions, according to Divino ar-
rangetnents, was not to hegin until the atone.
ment was made, and Christ ascended to the Me-
distorial throne—until the reign of the Holy
Spicit commenced,)—* Venly, verily, T say unto
you, lie that bolieveth on me, the works that 1
do shall he do also, and greater works than
these shall he do, because I g0 vnto my Father”
—Jlohn xiv. 12, “I'he worhs of miracles, first
telerred 1o here, which Chast did, were, 1 a
great degree, allowed to bo dune by Ius aposties,
but greater thaa Chrast's miracles they certainly
were not.  But the histoneal fuct, that, as nstru-
ments employed by Chnst, their iniuisiry, resulted
in umacensely more conversions, i3 beyond al)
doubt ; and bearing in mind the fact, that no-
thenyg coutd bo done without, aud ail was done in
the name and power of Chirist, there was notling
dishononiug to him i the maver. At the great
gathertng wt tho nationa at Pentecosy, olf the
number of discples meationed a3 present, is 120
Fho frunt of Peter's sermun was JO00—~2000
soun after followed, aud in a few years, cauveris
were gathiered all over the thea impoitant part
of the warld,  Chirists conquests had reached to
and subdued the prond Romans: yea, found
their way 10 the houschold, the very palace of the
Cuwesars.

Let us pat dream of new astounding agencics
for the couversion of the world to Christ, yet
conng, nat yet recerved.  ‘Fhis is a great hin-
drance to the worid's conversion—hus a most
injwgious  effect. What mere is wizhed for?
What more can be needed ihat is not already in
our hands? ‘Thero 18 tho suul-converting word.
‘There 1s proyer.  ‘Thero is Christ the Divinely
constituted  Mediatonial adnunistrator of Prowie
dence, openieg dours 1n all directivns for admise
sion for hus gospel.  There is the King of the
Church vested wuh 8 universal dominion—all
space, all beings (o it—all worlds and alf agents
and agencies, and instrumentalities in thew, ab-
salutely, totally under Ins control, for the purpose
of being wictded for tho fustheranco and accom-
ptishment of tis work of redemprion.  Above all
wo aro placed undor what 1the aposie
Paul calls the ministraiinn of the Spirit, whieh
he so much magnif &, (s¢e 2 Cor. 3, 8) and
which the Saviour solemnly declaves, 18 better
for us than kis liviog amongst us in outward per-
son,~John xiv. 16, 17.

When we shail have used all the means for
the world'a.conversion 10 shrir vimost given per-
mitted power, 1t 18 time cnough to complain of
therr insufliciency, and ask for maro.

3. Let no lmking narrowness and selfishness
of spirit ever tempt us to set the interesta of souls
abroad and at homo, at war. The work of
human salvation is one, and God’s tesources are
strong cnough, and he has put them in posses~
sion of the Church in abundance enough, if the
sprit bo willing, to meet simultaneously the
claims of both,

It were unnawral and unscriptural to neglect
cur flesh and blood at home, under pretence of
supplying the wants abroad. On the other
haud, it were a monstrous folly and cruelty 10
say, * let the millions accumulato and accumu-
late—let them go oo dying, unbapiised with
the gospel, until the thonsands and hundreds

»

hat have had the gospel ever so long, feel dis.
posed to aceept!” On such a Satan-delighting
palicy ns this, wo never should have scen the
modern Pentecost yiolding 10 Christ in the hinh
ol kings and subjecta—tcas of thousands at the
South Sen and Sandwich Islands.

Bur God in his arrangements to make all
things for Chriat, has aken specin] care to es-
tabhish tho most perfect harmony between in-
teresiv, domestie, and abroad.  Fuets piled upon
facts show that such is the connection between
the goud of tho parts and the good ot the whale,
that in propartion as we put our Home Churches
into & healihful working condniun, can we help
the dying willions abroud, and just in praportinn
we put forth cfforta abroad, does prospority
aitend us at homo, Nothing has ro much given
an impelling power to piety, to enlargement of
tead, to  large-heartod oxpansive Chnstian
schemes of doing govd at huome as mixsions.—
Yoa, so hath God united mimsterial lahour at
liome, and missiwnary fabour abroad to each
other, that Christ miglt have conquest, that the
extendinn of the Church abroad insiead of drain-
ing off her labourers for hame supply, has mul.
tiplred luhourers.  “Phe lustory of that pre-emi-
nontly MissiunaryChurch, the Morivian Brethren,
13 a most striking prool of this. They come
wmenced, with their Biblo Chrisuan band of 600,
their muesionary effurts lietle more than a century
ago, and ugow this is the result abroad and at
liome.

Abroad, about 340 Missionaries; about 100
Stations 3 about 80,000 Comtuunicants ; at homo
about 100 Congrogations,

We sce then that it isin the spiritual as in
tho natural kingdum, a golden law 14 both of
double Llewsing, i gwing and receiving. ‘Tho
carth sends abroad to the Heavens, her exhala-
tions. ‘T'no fleavons retura them wih usury in
copious ferulising showers.

Fathers, brethren, fuends, lot thoe grandeur of
my subject pardon my having dwelt on it so long.
Let tho consideration, that only once in a whole
ldeume is the prvilege given to a brothor to
address lus brethren on so important an vecasion
a8 this. In conclusion, we must however re-
miad eurselves and you, that il any thing possibly
€au rouse us to be up and duing, 1t must be that
three-told cnisis let me eall it 1. the crisis of
Chnist's affairs; 2. the crisis of Canada ; 3. our
awa persunal ensis.

1. ‘The crisis of Christ’s affairs cries out *¢let
not the Chureh sleep; let all Oflice-bearers and
Mombers be at thoir post, fur Christ cxpects all
and cach to do their daty” What a motive 1s
horo. Wo have seen, that on Christ hangs the
do-tiny of the world, yea of the universe. And
Hit affairs at a crisis? Yes there are peculiar
eventful periods, crical junctures even n the
affairs of Christ 5 the Crucifision is a great ono;
Pentecost was another ; the Miflenniurs 1s to be
another.  Now whether wo be on the very
skirts of that glorious era or further off, wo can-
not tell; but this is most ceriain, the present
times are pregnant with some great resulis. An
activity in material interests in the world, un-
cxampled; new aswunding secrots of nature
transpiring ; inventions lfiing forward physical
progress by amazing sirides; old systeins wane
ing, dissolving ; doors fur the gospel suddenly
opening by which hundreds of mullions are pre-
senied as objocis of conquest for Christ. God's
working in Providence is on a scalo of increas~
ing magnificence and grandcur—to live then in
tines such as these, and be jdle and uawaich-
ful—(for maaifestly s most scarching, sifiing
process, to try spirits, to reveal who are true-
aearted for Chust and truth, and who falee, is
at hand, yea, in ameasure begun,)~—is doubly
guilty.

2. The crisia of Canada's affairs cries out for
energy, wisdom, Heavealy.minded, for-sighted
discarnment.

Canada is now at her forming period—the
dews and freshness, the vigour, the buoyancy



