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ey

by what has bean doney what may be done, eo that, from the rotrospect,
you sy detivo strength and encouragement to ¢nter upon far groatsr
dnd more vigorous offoria in the future.  ‘The Scriptures Lam beent Ton.
dored into 148 Ianguages o dialecta: all thaso have boan reduoed to print-
ing, and of theso IQ? had nevee before appoared Iniype. 'The com-
binod Societies of England and other counttics havo circulated not lom
than 43,000,000 copics of the Holy Seripturcs, in whole or in part; and
thus the records of Inapired ‘Truthy it is bolieved, have, within the nt
contury, been rendoted accessibla to abaut 600 millions of the human
race. ‘T'hote is onte mattor to which 1 uinet call your epocial sitention,
bocause it has struck my own mind and heart with niore force than, pet-
hapa, any othor iucident in the Staterdant that wili be aet bofors you
Of these Janguages so reduced to primlnﬂ. upwanls of twenty oxlisted
only in anoral form, had no alphabet; and wero sot reducod 1o writing
until euch tino as they woto worked wpott by the intollsctudl powor of
Christian Miselonarics and others. Lot this fect bo trogsured wp b(
thuse who ars talking much of intollectual intproveutant, and ofthy mare

of inteilect; and let them tell mo if in tho whale nulr: of intellectuat
powor, theto is any thing that shows more of mind, vl thought, and of
capacity, than must have beon oxpcndmi’ in roducing { twenty:five

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

v

We are indebted to the Bupplement of the Bible Seciety Reperter,
Sorsthe amount of proceedings at the Jubilee meetings hald in London
fa March lag. Wo give extracts from the specches delivered at the

Publiic Mostings, 8 largely as our limits will allow:—

Oa March Tth, 1853, at eleven o'clock, tho first Mecting 1o cele-
beate the commencement of the Soclety's Fiftieth Year was held at the
Y.ondon Tavers, Bishopagate Streot, in the room whore it was catab-
fished in 1804; the Right Honourable the Earl of Shaftesbury, the Prosi-
dent, in the Chair, succeeded by thoe Right Rev. Dr. Carr, late Bishop

of Bombey.

The ings were commenced by reading tha 97th Paalm, aficr
which Noble Chairman alluded to the extraordivary circumstances
ander which the Committee and friends of tho Socicty had assembled,

The Jubiles Secretary read interesting lotters ffom soveral distin-
?iﬁ«{ friends of the Society, from tho officers and Committees, of

'oreign Bible Societies, and of other lastitutions; sad some resolutions
"&mm b8, Ive o'clock, tho Special Public M

, March 8, at twelve o'clock, the Special Public Mecting
was held at Exeter Hall, in the Stratford. 'The Right Hon. the Earl of
Bhaftesbury, President, in the Chair, was well supported by tho atten-
dance of several Vice-Presidcnts, and lly large ber of Minis.
ters and others, who occupicd the platform, while the body of the Hall
wss thronged in every part.

On Wedueadsy, March 9, a Sermon, commemonttive of the establish-
ment of the Society, was preached in St. Paul's Cathedrsl by His Graco
the Archbishop of Canterbury. The toxt choscn for tho occasion was
Isaiah xxxii. 20, “ Blessed are yo that sow besido nll wators,” &ec.

Sexctar Posric Mexring.~~The noblo Chalrman, after reading & letter
from Chevalier Buneen, expreasing deep interest In the Society, and re-
farring to the celebration of the Jubiles in the Churches of Prussia on
the 13th March, then said—Wo are now at the eommoncement of the
Fifiieth year of the life of the British and Forelgn Biblo Society, and
mont thankful ought we to be to Almighty God, who has permitied
us 0 soe _snd to evjoy an ovcat the like of whick, until this day, has
aever beon known in the wholo history of tho Christien world. This
Sceiety, from the smaiiest beginnings, sud with the slendereat means,
but. with the highest design—a design to spriad over the surface of the
whole Labimble globe the word of God in every tongue and for every
sation—hae passed through half a century of succeseful prog:m, and
aow finde jtealf with wany friends in almost overy country in the world,
and is the mother and mistress of more than 8000 Bible Socicties. The
mother and mistress, I say ; not as baving dominion over their faith, but
as helpers of their joy. Now, it will bo necessary this day to sct before
you 'the results of mauy years of anxious and arduous labour ; but it will
be done, not in the spirit of boasting or vain glory, but that you may see,

languages 1o & writtea form; which wore thus 1nado the moans of giving
th {8 of mindsaccomto the wonl of the living (lod. 8o mueh for our
acta, [ think we can say no loss for our {:ridct'plec. Now, it in an iat.
mense honour that has beon put upon this country by Almighty God,
that it should be the carthly depository of His Truth, to flow forth in
tefreohing streans to all the natlons of the world, It jea groat snd
mighty honour that He has conferred wpon ve; and wo sest to the
height of that responsibility. 1can hardly beliovo that the grost snd
good men who, under God's grace, were the founders of this Bociaty,
could have imsginod whon thoy met, fow in numbore, and 10 & retired
Jucality, that thelr faith would remove mich mighly mountains. 1 can
hardly think that they ventured to belieo that they were then inetituting
tho grestcet cflort that aver has been uiado by uninspired men fur the
temporal and eternal welfaro of the humin réce  But so it is; and gain-
ssyces may say what they will, but the oventa of this day will prove,
that whether wo rogard man politically osi this catth, or spiritually In
tho world to come, his loat and greatest happinces will have been 2t-
uiing'qedw‘hou tha word of the Lord shidll have ** {reo coursc and be
glorified.”

The Rev. J. A, Jaxts. 1 have been invited to this Jubiles Foant as
are of the carliost, and thercfors ane of the oldest. and 1 claitm, also, to
bo ono of the warmest, fricnds of the Dritish and Foreign Biblo Bociely.
After a period of forty-seven years spent in promoting ita intcrests, with
something of tho fiomsge of & lover and the fidelity of a seevant, it is no
injustice on my part to claim tho distinction, nor any usurpation to wear
ft. 1 csnaseuro tho assembly, that, among the highest objects of my
dosire, and what I consider to be one of the richest glories that can lie
upon my humble brow, is to be yegarded as ono of the patriatchs of the

ritish and Forcign Biblo Socioty. Birmningham was once designated
by that grcat philosophie statesman, Edimund Burke, * the toy-shop of

urope,” and he might also have added, Its armoury. But Birmingham
fias other things to boast of hesides the manufacturing of jewcls for tho
fair, or arms fot the brave: it has the distinction of giviag birth to John
Rogers, tha proto-martye in the reign of Mary. Itis thercfore mect that
Birmingham should erect perhapa tho most appropriate monument to his
momory, by being the first provincial town in the kingdom to porceive
tho advantages of this noble Insitution, and tn organize in its support.
It may be permitted, perhaps, to one like myself, who has slmost resched
the period of senility, 10 be & little garrulous, perhape a littls egotimtieal,
on the present occasion. It is one of the most precions, and herefore
cherishod recollections of my humbls history, that the very day after 1
was ordained to the pastoral office according to the rites of Protestant
Dissonters, I attended the first Public Meeting in the town of Birmingham
for the formation of an Association in aupport of the Bible Society. On
the first day I bowed with reverencs at the altar of trmth, sad pledged
myself before God and many witnesses to preach the faith aa Tundorstood
it; and on the noxt day, with no lces reverencs, I bowed bofore the altar
of charizy, and pledged mysolf before other witnosscs to bo 8 ininister of
Jove. Tt was the couviction of my youth, and which still cleaves to me
in_maturer age, that the chisfes homage that can be paid to truth fs to
offer it the sactifice of love ; and Indeed ho 1s but an impesfect Minister



