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. r - pa ter days of ordinaty and slow locomotion, aod it was jing. Tt was a nega ficent Ociober morning, the
- : cLe. resegved for Roboert Stepheasab, the spn of tha wka | bightmist Lejng lifted up like & veil from the faes of

THE POET'S POWER.

Ay, scornthe Voet's Povrer,
Darken wih doutd his glory,
Burat thouthe splrit-apell he weavetho'er thee,
Till carthwan! bowed thine hosrt i yonik’s ewagm hodr
Grow hanlas aitlnes hoary,

ux \he Poet's Dotrért
}':::ngw :};6 Tet’s sohg .

® ho in’s xpurning,

But miu,w fleen ‘s E’gh thirune, snd thence tetbiriring,
Gladons the heart to which Its stealns belong,
A vich tewand still eaming~
The Poct's kailited euny,

Wo when the Poct’s wdnl

Nb nora m=n'ssvul awaketh,

Nor on bis clouded eye faithi’s vatinn breaketh *

Wo whel the workl’s cold heart o rhuose is siftted,

Though Lrumpetetongued it opeaketh~e

The Poci’s prophetetvord |

Weleame the Poet Poiedr,

‘Nor décm ho idly dreameth §

The Ught that onhis heavei-bome spitit sireaineth,

s but'a ry of ttuth fruin Eden’s buwcte

When Love thisearth redesmetb,

Jlow vast the Puet's Yower! r
atrz,

¢ "THE BRITANNIA TUBULAR BRIDGE.

Notwithstanding tho leaygthéned accounts of this
wreat undertaking that have appeared frumn timo to
tinse in our columas, wo are tempted to dwell upos it
yet onco thore.  Ou hur recent journey from Balmoral
o Windsar, the Qticen, Priuce Albert, and several of
their childron made & detoar fur the pUcfose of visie
ting it. Tlhe following particulary are exiracted frow
‘h report of this Journcy of lnspection.

There must surely be some mystical iuflacnce abont
that listle island of Angleson
1t to Great Britaitr has called forth
wondetful engincertag teiumphs of the century  One
would fancy thas alarm had been folt leat it should.
some datk stormy might, drift away down the chan-
nel, or pechaps float over, with an easterly gale, to
lu‘nnd‘, or coalesce with tho Iale «f Man, and make

that aacient kingdvm once more furmidable. It co.-
tainly is & remnarkable testimony to tho iudomitable
spirit of this country that, to comprehend a little
{sfund in oar general sgslcm of uninterrupted land
traffic, we ahould thus bridge over an arm of tho ses,
and, at an enormous cost, coustruct works to which
the greatest archnectqrai achievemonts of ancient
times aro mere child's play. The truth seems to be,
that as {n agriculture a wealthy territorial aristocracy
has placed at the commund of practical mea the ex-
perimental results of umateur farmiog, as i vur ina-
rine wo have yatehting. and for tbie smprovaneat of
oar lioraeflesls, racing and hunting, so thoughina
Iarger and grander sense, tho mechaaical genius of
{his country has a fancy devolopment aad a favourite
avéna for display. What Lord's groands arc to the
ceicketer, oc Woolwick- marshes t» the artilleryman.
oﬂh,q, floor of tha Houss to tho statesman, or what
thd boards of old Drury once were to the great tra-
gcdlsn, such i3 the Menai Strait to the civil engineer
The extraordinary beauty of the scenery enhances
the splandour of his achievements, and the blue hilsg
:;g rushing water, the variegated banks of the Strait,
hé braken outliaes of ths mouatainous horizos guft-
€ned by distance, mansions asd bumbler dwellings
glehging in the sunshine. and ships gliding alorg
with the cirront, all shed thoir influcoces on huis
trinmphs. For the 1ast generation Telford hung his
‘gracefu) iron wob acrosy the Stroiy, and it remains an
enduring monament of his geuius; but these were
[TRR . .

thag the desiro tu Lind : l
the two most

who more than any uther founded our iron highways
aad put steain power into hacaess, to shuw what in
our times engluecrs can do in cartying out that vast
mnilway aystem with which Leic profsssivosl fame is
now 0 indissolubly aisyciate,

The way in which tho Britannia tubdlar bridge
was fiest suggested 10 Mr. S.ephenson’s wind forms a
most instruchive poction of its history, and may fairly
clain & place in this harrative.  When the Chester
and llo?'homl Rallway was first forroed, the plau
contemplated for crussing tho Sirait was 4 8 endid
irou bridgo on two archisy, the proportiont of which
may bo tundelvod when it 1s atated that, whereas the
span of tho cchtral nrch of Southwark Bridge, the
argest of the kind in the wotld, is 240 feet, Mr.
Stephenson prupused that the span of cach arch 10
this instance should be 450 feet. The cust was to be
£200,000, ansl 1u conaiderniaon fur so Iarge an outlay
at such a poiut, the Governmont of Sir B, Peel cone
sented by nn act uuprecedeated in the history of
Euglish railways, to pay £20.000 k year during seven
years, for tho transmission of the mails This ar-
rangetent still hold, but nufortunateiy for the com-
pany, the Admirally objecied to tho bridze as likely

) rocks 1 the chaanel. The falnt sound

the landscape, and (he monntaps, with Sanwdon
chief amongs them, baing claar and well defined ob
thew horizon to <he remotest summits.  The tide was
flowing mgn lhroufh the Stralt, cuvering everythiig
that it was desicable to cuncesl, and eten (hreatene
tug two or three litlle hourey porched upon lalet
& cheer
reaching the tube indicated that tha Queen was cros.
3ing tho snapension bridga, which is aboir & mile off,
ag the crow flics: Stralning the eyesight at that
distance o Hoyal carriagos could just Le seen, four
in nutober and dinumished to & nize spprapriste 1o
Queen Mabrs ratlicr than Queen Victoria s stable,
louder cheer weltomed the a-cival of Her Majesty In
Angleaca, then, afier 8 few mlsutes walling, the
scatlet-coated outriders were dhicivid heading the
curlegr, which recelved a3 it passed nlong, tho greete
ings of the peasantry pleturpsquely grougn d at diffec
ent puin's. [t weny on lnr;.-nnfuir station, which U
theee gquatiers of @ nilo fromn the north entrance of
the tube, and there, on Alighting and enteiiag the
tenin, the Royhl party were received by a guard of
honout belonging to the Welch Fusilears, the regi-
ment winch vor  appropiiately at Bangor snd other
joints 1 the priacipality bavo performed tha wlHArY

10 obstruct tho xm\'xfmi«m of tho Stra 8, aud the con-
sequenco was that (hus brdge plan bein: cond uned)
Me. Btophenson, us engcer, fouud himselfin what
Yaokees call a ¥ cegulac fix”  The Ides of na irou
tubs then occursed to him, but the expeuse of cone
striscting it was 60 cnormons that, it 14 said, coald
tie have beon permitted to fill up tuo Sualt wibi o
solid embankwent of masonry 1,850 feet lung, 160
fees high, nnd 4-nmmnnmnhom5.6\)0,000 cabic yards
of waterikl, be wonld have founa 1t chedper And Tar
angier todo 80, This Wit give sofae fdea of tho atrong
necessity uuder wiich tue Britanpia brldge was
wrojected, of the maguitude of an aadertaking which
eft such n preferable alternative, And of the dilicul-

uey whicn haghshim g enll surmoutt in the proseru- ¢
tion of entecprises o wiach they have camm *ted

} themselves. The Chester aagd Holyhead Company

c mstructed this great tube at a cost of £700,000, and :
thoy receive from Government the annuity of £20,000
for soven years, giAnted to them in consideration of
a design involving only & £200,000 outlay The
ongnal shurcholders hasve never hind a penny of divi-
gend upon their stues, and the packet secvice 10
ublin, which they tocmed i connexion With theic
line, after having been brought by them to the high-
est perfoction, 1s 8till entirely dependent for its sup-
port on 1y pusscager traffic acruss the channel. The
mail contrac, having been cxposed by the Govers-
meat 1o public competitinn, wa3 given (perhupa right-
1y 1 priociplos to the Dublin Steampacket Cumpany,
withont any reference to the envruous cast uof the
great tube. Wil that cost bo eventually corered,
and this marvellous eaterprise, n the léng rug, cotn-
ponsaio those cngaged on it? Let us hope it may
Puxton hasbecn laying out a park close to the bridge
which lonks a3 if a new town werg intended to be
formed there—a gort of Brizhton for the husy tail.
worn population of Lancashira,  That will help
somewhat; and, should Ireland ever peasper, the
company must share her inaproviag fortunes.

The Royal patty left the Pearyn Arms at hali past
9 o'clock, in carriages, and proceeded by the turnpike
road to the suspeusion bridge. Stiading at the
north end of the Sritannia tube, and looking along
the Strait towards Telford’s great work, for some
minutes nothing conld be sren of the illustrious
travel'ers; and the salutes fired {rom different pointz
on either shore, the echoes of which were profonged
among tLé hills, alope indicated that they were com-

t Stephenson met the Ro
i that Her Majeaty alisuld go through the tube fa tho
; 8180 carringe detuchied from the engiae, and deavel
} by men, winle Pr.ace All-rt, tho Prince of Wales,
tand a poiling, of the suitg would ascend to the roo}
{ of tho 1ube and walk along 1o the Welch side, Thiy

duties attendnat,on the Quean's vialt. The Fustleers

yexiubit At thear nead, with characteristic Cansbirinr
} pride, a very fine white goat, preeented 1o then soime
¥

At Linnfale station M

nrty, and it wasarmnged

oars ago by {ler Mnjw{.
Al P

was nccordingly dasne, hut before the TNoyal: pafty
scpamted, vomo hittle time wasspent by Her Majesty

y aud tho Punco in conversation with NMr Stephenson,

wbo explataed U tiewd on the spot the mechanical
princip-cs on winch the Liridge was conslwclcts;—%
strength, the distribution of the material, and ¥
teading detnils by which so vast an undertaking was
surcessfully cumplered. A train Niod passed through
to Holyhead only a few minutes before the arrival 51
trasellors, and itisa Ju'y that they lost the opporive
nuiy which s afforded fur sceing wint g, Eerhlpl.‘
tho most wonderful gight comr ected wjth thig mar>
vellous work, Looking through the tube, which iy
1,850 fect long, yuu sce the firebox of the onging
glewming as it advances from the other extremity,
You Licat the throb of the locuinntive, and the revers
beration of the irun, the shriok of the sieam-Wwhistle
startles you walh ite alujost demuniacal expression;
and, as yuu listen and gaze, a mas3 of tound gradue
uliy accutinlating to o {'c.f-rt la ricane,. »wells upod
the ear, whie the brizhtening glow of the furns
and the majestic progress of the 'ogine fill the ey
and impress the inagination 10 isa tine and.impres-
nive sight to s+e an express trait sweep by, byt the:
effect 13 incr sved & hondred folg, in the Drittanuis
Britge, and ahould bo tested by all who visit it
While the Qneen pasted slowly through the tolte.
the Caernarvoashice eud, the Prince acermpaniéd-
Mr Stephenson, traversed the roof in:the same-di-
rection. It is slghtly curved w‘ﬁllow the water tof
tun, and’reminds us very muchof theleck of a'vessal,
or the 10p of some gigant ¢ omnibus withouta ¥ knile
board” ‘Thé view from it is magnificent, and ad
description can do ot justice. Arrived at the south,
ar near end of the bridge, the Royal party desceddled
to the water's edeé, apd survered from beneatlti (e
gigennie nraportings cf the whole struciute,  This
mives be far the best and meat ymposiog concepion
of ita tue niaguitdde - fur like St Poter'a ut “loine



