LAYe luaprovea 10 my are. Qb Yau Iro-
taember toiling me I oughit to have a fixed
oblect 10 hife 2 Waell, L bavo choeren painting
fur my objeot, and bave followed 1t up closely
cver sinco. 1 thought you would b pleased
to hear what your good ~dvics bas dono for
toe; 1 hope your own praotica of 1t has been
equally successful.’

Again T aaw tho toara riso elowly in the
Jepths of hor lovely violot oyes as sho tarned
away psiced and anuoyed at his frivolons
and impertinont toue; his gaze, which fol-
Jowoed her overy motion, saw it tou, and in
an instant ponitenos followod his oruel
spoech. Holeaned toward ber and saud,
hurriedly and brokenly, intos low wvoizo
tbat none but 1 overbeard him, * Forgive
mo; I don't know what I sayor do. The
sight of fon has brought buck hopes sud
longings I had thorght long of me. I would
pover have como ncar you had I thought I
sbould havo been betrayed into saying any
thing that could bave caused you s momeont's
nain, My heart is sore, and I have passod
to-day through the bitterest trial hfo can
Yring me ; but do not fear, I will distress
you no more.’

She heard hum, snd gave him one timid,
hurried, upward glance that spoke pardon,
and I almost thought love, in its lingering
tonderness ; then turned away and busied
Dergolf with whiat was before her.

Hugh, afler this, spoke no more to her;
but I counld ece his gaze lingering on her
cvery now and then, when he thought she
war ongaged with Captain Cameron, who
sat on the otber side of her father, with a
look that revealed too plainly to my anxious
¢yes bow utterly every hope and affection of
bis moblo and still young lfe, with
all its abundant promise of daring deods and
pawstaking triumphs of art, was bound up
10 tns young heiress, with her sweet pure
beanty, ber olever radiant emule, her love-ht
tendor oyes, her hislo of golden hair, and all
the dainty adornments of modern fashion
helping, in their careful, tastetal arrange-
meut, to heighten and onhance a beauty al-
ready too dangerous without their assistance.
Lho lady on the other side of him was fully
o:cnpred talkiag to her n xt neighbor, 85 that
Lo had nothing to call away his attenion from
Miss Meares; and I, who knew Lis mind,
cvu d read so clearly the tortareho was under-

ving, 88 he watohed Cameron's attentions
wity wald, vindictave ayes, that I aimost teared
thoso aroand me tmust 8ee it too. Butno;
m? woro all too busy with their own affairs,
and I forcod myself to amuse my friends also,
for fear thoy might perceive to whom ray at-
tention was straying. The longsst day must
Liave an end, and this one at last wound
slowly 1o its olose. Qur fair guests doparted
to adorn themaolves for the ball we gave that
night to cclebrate the favorite's victory ; and
I went off to my room, drageing Hugh with
.ac, muoch against his will, he, poor fellow,
&> doudt wanting to go ana l:mog in golitade
<ver bis hard fate, and perhaps deplors the
= itness that led him to play into Cameron's
Lauds in the matter of riding the horse.
However, I would aot take any refusal from
>’m, and oncy safely inside my room I push-
¢d Lim into a comfortable chair and lsft bim
fra few minules in peace to colleot himself
atd get over the exciting events of the day.
After a few minvtes T looked up from some
writ.ng T was busy with, and glancing at bim,
raw Lis brow contracted by a dark frown,
nrd the whole exprossion of his face so pain-
{2y sad that T dotermined to try it I oould
cdrscle hivp. T theretrs went jaielly up to
%im, and 'sting my hand on Lis sboulder,

eaid,

‘Poar Hugh, what ' the matter® Cap I
help von in apy way

lgo started, and for & moment an impa-
tient look crossad bis face, but it faded away,
ard with bie sm™e sweet a5 ever, bat uuspeak-
advly sad, Lo snswered,

*No, Curinsford. What troubles me now
ie 8 thing that noue can lighton or take away,
nod yet that canses moro beart-burnings and
mireries than anyihing on this wido carth—
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nu'L o intvilect, a fervid unaginativn, tuo at-
traction of a kindred soul 1n art, 8 mind that
could unter into and sympashize with the
ehglitest shadvs and inflections ot feoling 1n
tus, wlulo abovo all and over all was shed
the olear anwavenug light of lofty pnaciptes
and unsworving loyalty tothem. It was aot
do bard to undorstand after all, looking at it
in this hight, and Iheartily wished that Hugh
hiad never seen hor, rather than that he
should have been allured into & passion
whioh, taking his natare and her charaoter
into cousideration, I had every reason tu
believe lie would never conquer. However,
for tho time 'being I contrived to divert him
from his troubles, but was not surprised
when he announced his intention of not going
to the ball'that evening. I thought he was
right, as seeing her agsin wounla only pain
him afresh ; so bidding him good night, 1
hurried off to the ball-room, where, as one of
the committee, I was obliged to put in an
early appearance.

CHAPTER III.

A THIEP IN THE DABK.

¢ Such au extraordinary thing bas happen-
od to me,’ said Captain James at mees a few
woeks after the race. ¢ Tell me, did any of
you follows see.any one going into or out of
my room yesterlay whilo I was out?' He
addreseed the table gonerally, and looked
rufiled and and ’onoyed a8 be spoke ; a most
anusual thing with that laziest and most
good-tempered ot men.

Wo all looked up, and Melton, from tbe
other end of the table, called out, ‘I wasin
yourroom for s minute or two yesterday
afternoon, to fotch & book you told me 1
would find thore. Why, what's up ?'

¢Ob, it wasn't you I meoant; but any of
the servants, or poople of that kind? You
remember my telling you tl @ day beforo yes-
terday of the ourious letter I hud received
from that fellow Gnflin, who had absconded
and lot me in tor a hill I had backed for him,
mclosing me bank notes to the vaiue of the
£500 for which I had beon let in. Well, 1
mtended to huve lodged them at Cox's yester-
day; but not being able to resi-t the tempta-
tion of a day's shooting unexpectedly offered,
1 went out, leaving it in my desk, To-day,
when I went to look for 1t, it was gone clear
and olean, leaving me without any clew by
which I can trace it, as I had forgotten to
take the number of the notes.’

¢ By Jovo, that is too bad! It must be

looked into,” growled Major Porter through
hus bristly red moustache, and coloring up at
the bare thought that snch athingconld nave
hippened in his regiment, while svery one’s
face expressed in various degrees more or less
congern.
. *Did yousee any sigus of the room hav-
iog been distarbad, or did it look jast as usaal
when you went 1n?" asked James, after a
paase, of Meltun.

Hagh smiied, as did 1nany others ronnd
fhe table; fur it was well known that James
besides being the wost 1adolent man in the
reginient, Was very probably, in right of that
attribate, also tho most disorderly, s room
alwaya presenting an appsarance that con-
veyed o one’s mind the idea of & Bedlamite's
paradise. A bool in one corner, a sword 1o
another, A regimental coat lyiog here, a pair
of trowsers tlLcre, pipes strewing the floor as
theugh sown Lruadeast over it, the above-
m¢ntivncd desk lv.og vpen topsy-t ander
the lable, its coutents flationng playfaily
abent (Lie room as Ltho snmmer breeze floated
o tLrougl tho open window—these were a

fow ! the musl ordinary appearances of the
clambor, 50 {Lal 1t was no wonder Hogh
smiled as he answored, * I did not observe
anything nousoal io the appearance of the
room, bul—" Huro Lestoppud and hesitated
for o moment.

¢ Bat what ?* askod James.

s -

Ay A4y MY rrewmem T e mEwEs
offurt my inolination to take tho young snob
by the neck and pitoh him vut of the room—
* it would bave been still mors odd hal he]
ocen in tho room and bad not mentioned it.
And now onoce fur all, gentlemen, whoever
dares to breathe a word of the kind you have
just beon utiering beforo me mast recollect
that I shall consider all such speeches as
direct insults to myself, and shall take moa-
sores accordingly ’ . .

* No, Cairnsford, this is my affair,’ said a
tave vo10e bohind me, while a band was
aid on my shonlder. ‘I heard what thess
gentlemen were saying es I ocame into the
room, and I warn them that any remarks re-
flecting cn my honor will require to be vin-
dicated and upheld in & way that they may
not wisb.

¢ You forget,’ said Tafton, with & 8neer,
¢ that to people suspected of appropriating
what does not belong to them it is not con-
sidered necesgsry to offer satisfaction. In-
deed, as gentlemen we coulda't do it.’

I was looking at Hugh, and saw the blood
mount in a hot flush over his fsce, and a
steel-blne light gleam in his dark eyes, as
with a bound like a panther he sprang for-
ward, and before the impadent youtb eould
stir, he was held fast by the collar in Hugh's
musoular grasp. Melton carried in his hand
a strong cultiog whip (he had just come in
from riding Spitfire), and raising it, while
the frightened youth vanly struggled to get
free, he appeared about to administer a cor-
rection which, however severe, the cub had
certainly merited. I was, however, for his
own sake about to interfere, and beg him not
to yield to an impulse of passion, when,
dropping his whip, Meiton flung the strug-
gling sub violently from him, saying:

¢ You are not worth it ; the lesson wonld
be lost on such as you. Stay,’ he added, ina
commanding voice, a8 thoroughly crest-fallen
Tuiton was trying to sneak out of the room,
‘1ot me hear who put tnis honorable idea
into your head, for I don't believe your
brains would over have invented it without
assistance.’

¢ Ab,’ said the cub, brightening up, as he
thonght of bringing more influential names
than his own int the same sorape, ‘I heard
Captain Cameron saying ue thought it oad,
and that he wondered Captain James had
not inquired more particularly of you at what
time you had been there, how long you had
staxd, where you got the book, aad all the
rest of it ; and Leoyton, with whom he was
talking, said guch an idea would never have
entered into his head, but that now it was
talked of it certainly did appear suspisions.’

¢ So, then, Cameron is the gentleman to
whom I am indebted for these insinuations,’
said Hugh, slowly, with a puzzled look on his
indignant face that gradually assumed a more
determined and convinoed expression, while
even his very lips grow white, and the veins
in his forehead swelled with some bjdden
emotion. ‘You may go,’ heconti: .:d, turn-
ing to Tufllon, ¢ and remember, though you
may think yourself above giving me satisfac-
tion, I can get it ont of yon in such fashion
a3 may make you wish you bad been a little
less partionlar.’

Tufton sluak off, looking very much like a
whipped hound, and then Melton, tarning to
the rest of us, said:

* Now, gentlomon, after all that has passed,
it is mecessary that I should see Cameron,
and find out what foundation that pnpp% had
for mixing my name ap 10 this aflair. There
18 no doutt he will be wiling to give such an
explanation as will sausfy me, and explain
his meaning to have been void of offence.’
8o sayiog, ho walked quickly out of the room,
and we saw hum take the way to Cameron’s
qaartors. Whbat ooccurred there I did not
heas for many o long month after; but as
this scoms the proper place for it, I shall re-
Iate what happened, just as Huogh afterward
told me.

Whon ho enterod Cameron's room that
gontleman was looking over some papers,
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but on seeing who his visitor was, he shufiled

could not boar it ; and knowing whore this
monoy was, I was unable to resist the temp-
tation, and took it. He could well spare 1it,
aud I intended to pay it back on my mar-
riage ; indeed I did; ho added, with vehe-
meont asservation, aoeing, no doubt, in Hugh’'s
fuon that he did not belisve this last state-
ment,

*My duty is only too clear,’ answered
Hugh'; * I must toll James what I know. I
conld never have believed it, Cameron, and
vm indeed sorry for you ; but I must do what
I feel to be right.'

¢Yes, and be asked for your proofs,
sreered Camercn, who, driven to despera-
tion, now determined to put a bold face onit
and bragen the matter out. *I think you
forget all abont them, but they are very
neovssary, I oan assure you. My word is as
good as youry, and I bave taken good oare
you shonld be under suspicion already. Any
thing you may say of me will ounly confirm
ths rumors atioat about yoursclt, as every
one will thinlc you accuse me to iry and
divert attention from your own procecd-
ings.’

It was too true, and for & moment Hugh
was almoat overwhelmed by the desperate
sitaation ia which he found himself. He had
too great ccaamand over himself, however,
to show how deeﬁl‘{ his enemy's arrows had
penetrated, and after & moment's silence,
during which time he refleoted that he must
dare all or logse all, he resolved from his
knowledge of Cameron’s antecedents to draw
a bow at a venture, and see what success
would follow bis audacity.

*Proofs I' he repeated, with a light, confi-
dent laugh that kad a touch of oynicism in
its tone. ‘I baven't got them now, but I
oan have them beforo night-fall. It will
only be necessary to frighten your friend
Mr. Svlomons into letting us look among his
entries for your last psyment. The amonnt
was £400, 1 think, and the time about ten
days ago—" He would bave gone on, but
Cameron interrapted him.

¢ Are you the devil in persoz, or have you
been reading my papers, Melton 2’ he asked.
‘Curse you! What do you mean by med-
dling in my affairs '

¢You seem to foriet.‘ answered Hugh,
quisetly, satisfied that he had got the clue to
thig affair,  that you began the matter by
wterfering with my honorand good name.
In nty attempt to vindioate these I have dis-
covered what is to me en indescribably pain.
fal seoret, which, howecver, can now be a
secrel no Jonger, as I feel it to be my duty to
ssquaint James at once with all I have found
out.’

¢ Melton, for Heaven's sake have a httle
pity I' wildly entreated Oameron. ¢QConsider
the shame and sorrow you will cause my in-
tended bride ; for her aake, if you are a man,
spare me.” I swear colemnly never to oom-
mit such an action again, and to restore the
money with interest as soon asI can get such
a sum together.’

At the mention of Cameron's intended
bride Hcgh's face &:\’lea , and hislips quivered
with an emotion that he could not repress
as he thought of her whom he loved uniled
to such & reptile as this befors him.

Cameron saw the change in his counten-
ance, saw in it & ray of hope, while it aronsed
in bim a bitter hatved of the man who loved
his beautifnl bethrothed, and to whom, his
heart told him, she was not perhaps a8 indif-
terent as she might be.

Following up this ray of hope, hq contln-
ned driving in the wedge decper where he
saw the point had penetrated. * Think, he
said, * of Maud, IadmitI am most un-
worthy of her, vat she does not know it ; she
believes me to s all she would wish me to
be, and it would break her heart comtd she
see to what depths I have fsallen 1n my strug-
gle to clear away those debts thai raised im-
padiments to our union, Think of her, so
tenderly loved, so carefully reared, so noble
and so apright in all her feelings, withering
slowly away undor the disgrace, or dying of

that Captain Melton, having been soms s,
time in the room looking fof a book,ul ::;Egu;
neither havo disturbed the thiof nor geeq an
appearanco of the desk having been {yg,
gexed with, and I certainly wonder Captan

ames had not questioned {ﬁm more eloge}
as to the aspeot of the room and the time .y‘
whioh he went there, with a view of findin
out what people were likely to be abont at
that particular hour. It seems yoq have
been drawing disagroeablo oonclasions from
those very harmless and natural remacky, i
trust you _wlll not do 8o in future, and T hops
Me_lton will accept my apology for huin‘
untxztenhontlly Riven rise $o elandererygy 6.
po .ll

Melton muttered somathing about Qe
tainly,” and * Pray say no m%re sbout ﬁe:"
but his face was grave and annoyed ; .hﬁ.
Tafton looked wretchedly sat npon, apd
didn't seem to know whether to lears the
room or remain where he was.

Ho that matler was, or ought fo have
settled; but as we all knov;‘, it is mm
to set bad raports going than to stop them
once they get afloat; and more than onge |

erocived aller this sonre of the younger fol.
lows, who hiad not yet learnod to know and
esteem Melton's character, and others why
though older and knowing better, yet hated
him becauso his pure and noble lifo shamsl
theirs, whispering togetlier in a mysierion
manner, always stopping enddeniy when
either Jugh or I approached them; a pee:
cantion which was certainly wise, as I doght
whether either of us would have heard {hey
discourse with patienoe.

The golden autumn days flew by quicki
I had one or two good days aﬂzgngthya
sinbble and turnips, while Hugh worked
away with unremitting vigor at his balrad
ar{; it was his companion and &iend, hy
folace in trouble, his inspirasion in joy.
Always busy, his fingers seemed never to
dag, his mind never to weary of it; and I
often envied the marvelous power of forget.
ting his griefs in & fairy-land of his own erea.
tion that he seemed to possess. And yetnot
forgeiting; I am wrong in using thaterpres-
sion. Properly spesking, he did not forget

is griefs ; he bore them with a calm forti-
tude that rose more from deep, strong fect
ing well controlled than from any olber
cause, and he would set hiwmself to work in
order that constant occupation might pesvsnt
his mind from dwelling on its tronbles, snd
eating itself away in useless repining.

CHAPTER 1V.

ot——

THE CROQUET PARIY,

It was during that short guiden summer
we generally have in the beginning of Ucto-
ber—when the leaves don their gyea
ocolors, crimson and bronze,soarlet and glow:
ing yellow, when the hills are hazy in ths
distance, and & bluish vapor hangs ove
moor and aplana—that HugE? 1, and severn
of the others, Cameron among tho numba,
were invited to the lsst croguet party s
Lady A——"'s charming place, six mies o
of Aldershot, on the London road.

We were asked at ihree o'clock fo plsy
oroquet uatil five o'clock tea, afler which
those who liked mifht play agan, or strl
in the grounds until six o'clock, whon %
were o dine, and end the evening by dane
ing. Hogh was not able to go early mik
me, but he promisged to follow in time for the
dance; so Cameron, I, and one or to
others went before, to assist at tho croguet
and got.as mach fun oat of he day as cit
cumstances permitted, it being generaly
feared among as that befors lung we shoaid
be ordered out to India, and have o bid &
long farewell to the pleasures and pastimes
of “ merrie Evgland,”

To be continued.



