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2. Cornfort. Tbis is the same as
"icherish." (Epb. Y. 29.) Ltmueans
to support bier uundertbe infirmities
and sorrows peculiar to lier sex. 3.
Ilonour This is cominanded by
St. Peter. (I Pet. iii. 7.) 4. IlKeep
her in sicliiess and M.n bealt/t."
This in Ephi. v. 29 is Il fiurisl."
5. IlForsalring all otiier, leeej) t/iee
Only/ unto hcr 80 1012(1 as ye both
ehall live." This for-bids adultery,
p013'gamy and divorce. Tbe only
diffirence in the ternis of the
covenant is tliat the woiwan pro-
mises to obey and serve the man.
(Seo Eph. V. 22, 2,4, Col. iii. 18, 1
Pet., iii. 1, 5.) This is agrecabie
to GOD'S Word and ühe practice of
ail nations. To this question each
is required to, auswer unreservedly,

I xiii."
THE MUTUAL STIPULALTION.

Ilere foiiows the covenant entered
into by each party. This is repre-
duced by two significant ceremo
nies: 1. Il The father crivirig the
ivomau in marriage " 2. "The
joiniug of hands." IBy the father
or frieudl rivingy the woman awa,
is shewn the consent of bier gr.r
diaus. fle delivers her up to the
minister, as if te coinmend her to
CxoD',- dis,-posai, aud ho, in GOD'S
presence, joins their Il rigbt hands."
Thbis bas ever been a sigu of cou-
tracting a covenant. Lt has aiways
beeu used in the covenant of inar-
riage. (Tobit vii. 13.) The first
questions correspond to tbe ancient
custorn of Ilespousals" xvhich took
place sorne timei before the narae
This "Il utual stip)ulation" now ho-
fore us is the essential p)art of the
ceremony. The parties must flot
only bo wiilirg to eontract, 'but
tliey must actualiy make the con-
tract. Cicero calis the right baud
"the witness of our faîth." The

man tak-es the woman by the righit
hand, and plights bis Iltroth" or
truth. In other words hie says :
"lIf I performi not the covenant, let
me forfeit iny credit." By this act,
too, the %voman grives herseif to tho
inan. Mien they loose their bands.
The man gives himecf to the
woxnan. The womari is now to
take his, baud in bers, aud make
bier stipulatio)n. The Ring. This
is the visible piedge of the càven-
aut. Lt is a token of love. (Luke
xx. .92.) Lt was usedl ainoDcg the
Jews, Geutiles and Christians. It
is of gloid. to signify how precious
and endurint ishould be the affec-
tion ; it is rounid, to signify that
this should never end ; it is plaeed
ou the fourth fin-ger of the left
lland, because a fing er least lised,
and, perhaps, from the old belief,
that there was a vein there which
came directly from the heeýrt. Lt
is always woru as a token of the
niarriagre, aiiiç a rominder of the
solemun covenant made. The man
thon speakîs to, the woman.: " lWith
this ringy I thee wed"-this is a
pledgre of the covenant; With iny
body I thee worship." Worsbip is
the old word for hienour. It means
thatu she, is to share in ail the
lionours of hier husband. "«With
ail xny worldly goods I thee endow."
Tbis pledges a maintenance in life,
and after bis death accordingr to his
rneans. And ahl this is ratified by
the solemu words, Il the name of
the Father, andi of the Son, and of
the HoIy Ghost " That is, hoe cails
GoD to witness, aud, before the
Triuity, he piedges hirusel fto keep
his -part of the Covenant. Words
could not inake a stronger or more
solemun compact than titis fermi ot
rmarriag-e in the Prayer Book.
Then follows a prayer; and the


