
TITE INDEPENDENT FORESTER.

vice, anmd i]n tiat wmay enîphasize the christiai
character cf the Order aund the gratefuil. spirit of
them umilers.

Death Rate for the Year 1897.

The follovimg table isliows thme imuinîber of
dea the, and the death rate lier thomm-and, in the
dIi fl'ercnt jurisdictiomts. 'lice lasi. cohtumîli sh1ows
the average death rate per tltousand fur the five
ye-irs-1891, 1891, 1895, IS903, 1897.
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The deathl rate per thousand of the entire
Order for the year 1827 -%vas 5.56, and the average
deatli rate of the entire Ordcr for the years 1893
to 1S97, inclusive, %vas 5.55.

Yours ini L., B. & C.,

T. 'MILLMAN,M.,
Sup. 1>hysiciau.

The above table speakes for itself. It shows
more clearly titan aii.ytiing else the higli physical
character of the mmx bership. That an Order ini
the 24th year of its history should have a deatlî
rate of but 5.56 in the thousand ie remnarkable;
and thab the average deatlî rate for the past five
years should be but 5.55 is cqually gratifying. In
New Jersey, Michigan and Ontario, wvhere the
Order is cldest, the rate is but a shade above the
average. Thie Supreme Pliysician ie to be con-
gratulrted on the testinomy the above table bears
to his careful selection, and the Order on its
phenornenally low 1)eath ]R,%e,

OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION.

In the nrne of Liberty, Benevolence
and Concord.

To ail Couirte anmd Encamnriptienits, Grecting:
Once maoro -%%e are appritoachtinig thie auni versary

of our beloved Order. fluring the year imow uiear-
ing its ciose, the niarked prosp)erity of formner
years lias been emjoyed to, a higimer degree than ever
before. On cver-ylhand evideimes of continuerd niA(

ire'hgsuccess abound, indicating that a kind
Providleiite takes pleasuire in our litbors.

I estecin il both a duty and a priî'iiege to cait
upon the niemubers of our favored Order, wlherever
residing, to unite in fervent. thank-sgiving to the
Gracious Giver of ail good. for haviiig epared our
lives to enjoy tbe -;rivilege of wvorkzing for the ex .
tension of the Order ; as -%ell as for the pence, uni-

i ty and signal prosperity enjoyedby us as iiienberri
ot te Inde pendent Order of Foresters.

A year ago we rejoiced ianmenîbershiip of ]110,-
005, to-day ive nunuber over 130,546, a net gain of
over 2-0,541 in one brief year- the larg,,est incremîse
in .any one year of our singularly prosperous h istory.

The snali amouint payable monthly by our merm-
bers in the way of assessnients ha5 miot, oniy been
sulflcient to nieet the sick aud death elainis of the
yeatr, ainouinting to 81,050,551.51, but it lias also
enabled us to add to our surplus, during tho3 twelve
mnomths, $570,408.45, bringir, % the total surplus for
the security of our policyhioluers up to the nuagnifi-
exut total of $2,748,191. 12.

Duriing the Forestrie year that closes 3Oth Julie,
the Order lias been introduced into Norway and
Sweden, -whlere already il ie flrmnily established.

Mhile no new Hig1 Courts hlave been inistitutted,
Subordinate Courts at ai av'erage of thirly-ei-iht per
muonth Nwcre instituted, and existing courts have
L'een etrengtene(l ini nembership and perfected in
organization.

Thie ycar opened witli perfect harmiony in ail our
courtp :Lid encaipmnents, and the leaders unitedl in
an earnest effiort, to nuaintai il.nd advance thegreat
prestige of the I.O.F. Tiie year ie ciosing with
thiat haurmuony not only nbroken, but deepened,
and, with the leaders, as one muan, seeking the fur-
therance of thme commnon interests.

"cThe Temple Building," the corner-stone of
which was so auspiciously laid tliree years ago by
His 14'xcellcncy the Ooverîor-Generai of Caniada,
Brother the Eari of Aberdeen, is nowv completcd,
and for nearly a year lias been thic headquarters of
the Order. Týhe offices are hein q rapidly fiiled ilp,
and the success of the "Temple 'as an investuet
of somue of our surplus is asstîred. Ite formai dedi-
cationu to Forestrie purposes -vill take place on the
30th of August.

In vieuv of tliese tokens of mnore thian usual
prosperity , vouehsafcdl to us in our labors by tue
Universal Father in Heaven, thte Execuitive Coun-
cil cali upon the ;vhiole xncmberslîip to assemble to-
gether in tîxeir different localities on Stinday, June
the 1Oth, the twemty-fourth axîniu'ersary of the Or-
der, and to proceed'together to sonie place of pub.
lie uvorship, and Iliere give thaluks to Alinighty
God for Hie many mercies, and to pray for tie con-
tinuance of i-lis loving kimîdners, endowing thte ofii-
cers of our Order ivithi prudence and wisdoni in the
administration of cuir affaire, that hîuuanity nnay
be still further blessed, andl Hie great nr - glorified
by the benefiçemt vork of ovur Ordçr,
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