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of help within the veach of all.  Z%is is
prayer. We can scarcely have a louder
call for prayer. What can Mr. Annand do
among the united body of heathen at Iririki
himself?  What can Mr. McIenzie do
among the savages beyond Evakor without
Divine aid? Simply nothing. Are we
then making it part of our daily Christian
lite to pray for the advancement of the
Kingdom and for its advance there 2 Would
that our cstimate of missions were more
Christ-like! Oh, for a decper sympathy
with Jesus, in his missionary work, thirst-
ing with his thirst, breathing His Spirit,
burning with desire for Ilis glory, continu-
ing to wait upon the Lord ahcays and not
to faint.

Let many prayers ascend for our mis-
sionaries, remembering them by name,
knowing that they nced special grace and
support—prayers too for their converts
for inquirers, for feeblo churches, and for a
break in the ranks of the heathen where
Satan’s Kingdom remains unbroken.  Say
to the missionarics, If you sce fruits of
your toil, we will rejoice with you, but
work on in fuith, though the night be long,
hoping for the day, and God forbid that
we should cease to pray for you.

Letter from Rev. J. Annand.
Irtrix1, EratE, Nov 41k, 1874.

Dear Mr. McGregor,—

The three months and a half that have
clapsed since I last wrote you, have made
but little change in matters here; still the
little that has taken place, we trust, has
been in the right direction. The great
majority of our people are as much op-
posed to the Gospel as ever, so thatwe have
not been able to hold any services among
them. The most that we can yet do is to
speak to them individually in private. By
doing this we hope gradually to overcome
their prejudices, and make them interested
to know what the Gospel really is. They
still practise their old rites, and delight in
their abiominable idolatries. The greatest
power in the universe is ascribed by them
1o the evil one; in fact all their prayers/
and offerings are to him. When ‘a2 man
dies suddenly, they unhesitatingly assert
that thedevi/killed him.  Only three weekd
ago, & great feast was held on Fila to the.
honorof “ Tatimali ”” (the devil), to ingtict
him to stop the rain and thus savf the
yam crop. However, the feast has nbthad

the desired effect, for it has rained nearly
every day since. 1 have learned by ex.
perience that it i3 imprudent for me to go
near them while they are engaged in any
of their idolatrous cercmonices.

ONE LAD UNDER INSTRUCTION.

We have one encouraging fact to set op-
posite that dark picture.  Some weeks after
we sent away our last mail, a Fila lad,
ahont fourteen years of age, came over 1o
the mission house, and asked to remain all
night that he might ge with me on the
morrow in the boat for fine coral. I
stopped that night, and ever since, notwith.
standing he was shamefully persceuted by
men, women and childven.  They tricd
almost every possible means to get him 1o
leave us,  One man cven threatened o kill
him if he would not go home. He is now
learning to read and write, and his conduct
is all that we could expeet from a heathey
Jad.  This is truly the day of small things
with us, yet, though our patience is often
very sorely tried, our fuith bids us lahoron.
God’s set time to favor these people may
soon come.

SPYING OUT THE LAXD.

-

Probably a short account of a tour, with
Mr. McKenzie through a part of his Jarge
parish, may be more interesting to you than
anything more about oar own field would
be.  To us two the whole of the south side
of Efato is assigned, and as the langnageef
my people limits my labors, nearly the
whole country side falls to My, McKenzie

ITS EXTENT

from “ Tukituk” (where the entrancel
the lower world is sitiated, accordingto
native tradition) on the west, to the far
thest village east cannot be less than forty
miles, and from ““ Tluk » to the shore isnot §
less than fifieen. You may wonder how §
this can be when you recolleet that on the
authority of Capt. Caok, Fate is said tole
seventy miles in circumference; but it i
very evident that the famous Capt. did not
walk around it, or we should have hd
different figures. The above distances &t
nhome where there are good roads wouldnot
segm great, but in a tangled twopical fores,
where there are no roads and only very it
ferior footpaths, they seem very different.

PLEASANT COMMENCEMENT.

Starting from Erakor, on a Tucsd
morning in August, in company with §
natives, we rowed up the shore against ¢
trade wind and & moderate sca, until w
had passed the worst part of the coast 3
fatigued our crew ; we then landed, seat!
boat home, and walked along the beachf
five or six miles. Thiz was a charm
walk. The refreshing breeze off the wale




