
1874. I » ~Mt auh jarton. g:aor. 87

To wvhat cause this apparen t"Iack.9 f in-
terest may be attributed, it is dificuit to Say.
it may lie that the impression lias gone
îîliroad that the Fund is in a better position
than in point of faet it is, or the necessities
of the other seliemes broughft promincntly
fortvard of late. may hâive thrust the elainis
o! tlîis soiiewliat into tire background, or
soie niay be disposcd to blanie the Com-
mincte for flot taking more active mensures
during the eurrent year on its belialf. As
tô tIre lase; 1 may obserre, that tire Com.-
mit tee ctonsi<lercd that-as the resuit of tlîeir
labours during former years-the Sehenie
had so commended itself to the intelligence
and affections of our people, as to require
mîoi no very sperial efforts on their part.
Blat lie the causes whnt they rnay, the posi-
tion and prospects of tIre Fund, as bronghit
ont above, demand and slîould receive the
serions consideration of the whole Ciînréhi,
-for> as has often been pointed out, there
is no one àcheme wvhich is more essential to
lier well-being than. tis.

In viewv of the forcgoing, I nîay take the
liberty of makin g one or twyo sugges.tionsof
a practical kind:

1. Ail supplementedl congregations,
should take collections for this Fond. Tis
is'the Synod's injunction, and it is to be
lioped that due care will be takzen to obey it.

2. Up to the twelftlr of March only 78
congregations liad contributud. TIre
anieunt given wvas oniy $1600, and more
flanone third -of this %vas given by four
cang-regatio'ns. I hope that nt the end of
flie financial-year, or, at ýal even.ts, at the
mneeting of Synod, the Treasurer will be
able to make a very different report. The
proportion of non-conitributing cougrega.
fions is far too large. The sum of $160C is
far toosmnall to be given. in-nine.months by
Àî Churcli like ours, for so important a.
seîreme. And surely, iffour cong regations
have *given more than one, third of this
aniounet, the conclusion cannot.be resisted;
not tbat tbey ha*> doue mère, but, that
otliers have dou e farIless, thair tbey, should.

a3. I would ask, làstly, the more wealthy
and public spirited members and adherents
af the Cliurch,,to considerthe, statemeutiý
havc bere made. Las: year the.Cornmittee

appeaîed to many of tîrese personally by
circular, and I arn glad to say that we did
flot appeal in vain. This yertr for the
reason aîready given, we did flot t4ink .it
advisable to take this course; but iat has
been said sbiews sufficiently that their liber-
ality is mot less neeîled nowv. In this con-
neenion the example of IVW, Qtiebec,>' is
worth refcrring to. Tis gentleman-who
1 believe is entirely uncunnected with our
Province or our Church, bappened to see a
ietter which. appearcd in tlîe Recurd of the
Irish Presbyterian Cîrurcîr, IVlicîr aimed to
gi 've some aceount of our Churclî's work in
tîrese, Lower Province, and lie wvas moved
tbhereby to send me, muci to iy surprise
and gratification, the noble 'con tribution of
$100 to tli. Scheme,, as, acknowlcdged
above. Socle liberality-on the part> too,
ot an entîre.stranger-is stircly wortby of
imitation by our own people. 'I woul 'i
carnes! ly, therefore, urge the dlaims of this
Fond upon our people, and especially capon
thoie of then to whom God li'as given
wealth, and whose.liberaîity we have ex-
perienced irn former years, and 1 confidently
hope that should these lim'es nmeet tlreireèye
they ivill continue io it tîrat sympathy and
support ot which it is as deserving now as
ever.

Trios. SEDG)wicIC,
îSccy. Sup. Cornrnitee,

TÂ&T.AMÂ'GoucHE, March 201h.

ENOOUudAGEMENTS.
Our Church in thisý country bas, bat'at

eornparaeively shotthistory, yèeî i: is-Idlt
of tokens o? the, loving kinduess of, the
Lord. Ail our enterprizes have prospered.

eu c.nrgatious have iucreased and
muliplied., As weaî:h lias. increased, 'so,in rnos cases, has the grace- of liberality.
'TIe Spirit o? union- bas been given to6 our
Church. Old divisions bave been ,healed,
ana the strifes o? party hushed. The, limnes
tbat Separated.us before.860 and 1866 have
been obliterated, and haveu'evcrre-appeared' .
rhe,èarne.jairit is. given- still;: forwe&fot e
by ghe report& of Presbyterie& that, the ,pro-
îoaed Union *ith ýthe otber Presby.terin
Dhurches meeswith .a-.ve yeMêsure


