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tapering towards the point, the two middle ones plain deep black, the othet
five, on each side, hoary white, lightest near the tips, deepeniîîg into bluis&
near the bases, whierc cadi is crossed on the imuer vaine with a broad spot of
black, and nearer tic root with another of ferruginous ; primaries, edg-,cd with
white; bastard wing, black.

"The female is about haif an inch shorter, and an inch less lu extent;
breat, ciuercous brown; upper part of tic nck, inclining to ash ; tic spot
of changeable, go](], green, and carmine, mucli less, and flot so brilliant; tail-
overts, brownish siate; nakied orbits, siate colored; iu al othcr respects

likec the miaie iu color, but lcss vivid, and more tinged with brown; the eyo
not so, brilliant an orange, Ia both, the tail lins ouly twelve feathers."

.ARTICLE =X.--On the Spcics (f) Wloodpeckcers obscrvcd in the vicin ily
of the City of Ottawva.

G axus PicLs, (Linu.)
GE-NERic CA~Tn.B stout, Atraiglat, angular, and gencrally

we-dge-shalied tow-ards the tip ; noustrils elliptical or oblong, situatcd at the
base of tie bill, and couccalud by bristly feathers; legs, short; tocs,
tbrc or four; claw s large, strong, inuci curved, comprussed very acu.e ;
wigs of mederate lucngth, or long, with the fîrýt. qull % ery sînali, the third,
fourth, and fifth lengest ; taau of twclve fcathers, the lateral very sînaîl, and
the thrc middle pairs with the shafis btrong and large ; tongue long, siender,
aad barbed towards, andi at flic tip. Gunerie nanie Latin, Picus, a Wmod
pecker.

Tic whole structure of the WeodIpeckcr is adrnirably adapted to lis
mode of life. Tic skull is large and stron g, in order to withstand tic rcpeated
shockis it reccives frein tie forcible blows the b;rd deals upon the trees la
pursuit of bis food. Tic legs arc stout, anda thec law s sitrong, sharp, and
formed for clirnbing pcrpcadicular aurface-s; thc breaýst boue lias a renark-
ably simli L-el, to admit of thc body being laid c1oe:c te tic tree, and the
middle taul feathers are cxccdingly "trubg, lu ordvr l.at by bing pressisix
lard upon thc rougi bark, tlicy niay zurv e as an additional supr. The
wiugs are foried for short flighis, fri trc to tree, aud the longue is of
extraordiuary lgtli, ferming a long pixbl robe or feeler, )whidh can be
thrust far int tic sinali Ides of tie vornis and lusezuts, upon which tic
WVoodpeckers feed. The point is like a sleiidur barbcdl spear, with lie spines
directed backwards, wiich when ihrust into an unilticiy wvorm is sure to draw
hlm forth from lis retreat. Il is fiiui.,lîcd with a peculiar muscular
apparatus, by tic aid of which il eau bc shot eut witi great rapidity, and as
suddcnly or graclually witlîdrawn; and it is furtier provided iviti glands
which -,cercle a viscid substance, tiat glues te its surface, any sinaîl insect
with which it cornes lu contact.

Some ornithologists divide the family into several genera, but Audubon
staitcsthat the groups preacut charaeters so undecided that it is better to


