
ORTGINAL CO)MMUNICA'IONS

the importance of studlents acquiring a careful cnowlcdgc of thet
elecents of chemicjal science.

The writer sccks his excuse for touching this subject in the
fact ihat graduates are, as a rule, so sadly deficicnt in this branch
of thcir curriculum that it sccms as if somcthing should bc donc.

This somcthing ought to be a muatter for scrious consideration
at the colleges.

-'RIFLE SiOOTING AS A NATIONAL PASTIME
FOR CANADA."

UV W, Gl-no. BEEns, MON1NTREAL.

We miake no apology for intruding the following paper in a
dental journal. Many of our dentists arc good siots-soie of
thei crack shots-and ail of them should be willing to do their
duty to their country in any cmergency. The objcct in view is
the organization of non-military clubs in the Dominion-in brief,
to make cvery boy and man a crack shot.

The following paper was delivered before tic Victoria Rifles
Reserves Association, Montrcal:

In spite of the philosophics and praycrs of the Peace Society,
war seems to be necessary for the assurance of peace. The peace
philosopliers have gone on protesting, but the nations go on
fighting; while the inventive ingenuity which lias improved the
inplenients of peace lias intensely developed all instruments and
metliods of destruction. It is truc that the power of a nation
depends very largely upon moral influences, but trusting alone in
Providence, and not in dry powdcr, is not even a popular creed
with our pretentiously pious friends, the Boers. Tlcreforc, we
have not to discuss the philosophies of peace, but the practical
facts of war, present or proplhctic. The instinct of fighting,
which is born in our blood, is nothing nobler, our critics say,
than the love of pig-sticking and )ull-fighting, and we are cred-
ited by some people with the feeling thiat we would as soon kill
a man as a miîoose, just for the sport in it. Howevcr, when war
is declared, and it inperils the interests of the peace-maker, lie
relies no longer tipon his pen or his philosophy, but upon the man
behind the gun.

Now, in time of war, the chief object of a soldier is to capture
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