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Rupture of the 8tomach and Bowels in
Horses.

This very serious occurrence is by nomeans
uncommon amongst horzes, and as a matter
of course causes death in 2 very short time.
The stomach of the horse isa very small organ
in proportion to his size and strength. and in
general the process of digestion goes on
quickly. Where the stomach becomes weak-
encd from long fasting, and is unable to di-
gest o hearty meal, a quantity of gas is fre-
quently evolved, which distends the stomach
aud bowels to such an extent as to produce
a rupture of the walls of these viscera, allow-
ing their contents to pass into the abdominal
cavity, producing fearful and severe symp-
toms, and death in from two to eight homrs.
The stomach of the horse is liable to Lecome
inordinately distended atany time, but during
the autumn and fall months it appearsto be
more common than at any other period of the
year, cspecially amongst farmers’ horses; it
is then frequently brought on by feeding
on new-cut bay, or wet clover; and new oats,
when given in large quantitics, have a great
tendency to cause extreme distension of the
stomachand bowels. The same thing is also
produced by feeding on Indian corn ; in fact
any description of food to which the stomach
is unaccustomed, when given in large quan-
tities, and more especially after a long fast,
orsevere excrtion, is apt to cause such a sus-
pension or derangement of the process of di-
gestion as to lead to this fearful result.

Rupture of the stomach or bowels, as can
be easily understood, is somowhat difficult to
recognise. The symptoms in the early stage
are similar to those of colic. The bLorse is
uneasy, be keeps moving about, and every
now and then casting a glance to his sides;
he paws the ground with his fove feet, he
throws himself to the ground, sometimes
violently, and rolls over on his Lack. and
attempts to balance himself in that position 3
the pulse is guickencd, but not to such an
extent as in inflammation of the howels ; he
strrins ta pass fieses. and the severe pain
produces a copious perspivation , the breath-
ing is also accelerated. and the abdomen is
distended. in some cases enormously so.
These symptoms will ¢continue and increase
in severity, There are also eructations of
gas from the stomach, and thehorse will arch
his neck, and make attemnpts (o vomit : he
will alro =it upon his hannches for u short
time. Alter the more violent paroxysms, an
hour or two preceding death, the palse will
hecome 0 weak as to be almost impercepts
ible at the jaw ; the cars are deathly cold,
and likewise the limbs: the mucous meme
brane of the nose is pale and hlanched. and
thc mouth becomes cold 3 the under lip
i retracted, and the nore violent symptoms
pass into a mitigated form : he will walk

and stagger avound, and perhaps, after o
few convulsive struggles, expire. To pre-
ventsuch an occurrence #3 rupture of the
stomach, hovses should be fed sparingly for
some time when the food is changed, and es-
pecially so with new oats, corn, &c. Rup-
ture of the stomach seldom occurs, for in-
stance,in military horses, and theirexemption
from it is owing altogether to the care and
regularity of their feeding. It is mistaken
kinduess to allow  horse to unnecessavily
gorge his siomach with large quantities of
oats, us i< often done amongst farm horses,
immediatoly  before startirg upon a long
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Sterility.
In certain <casons and certain localities

breeders ave much troubled by their cows
turning again trom their bullings. Highly-
bred, artiticially-kept animals are most sub-
Jjeet to such annoying irregularities. Daring
a hot dry summer like that of last year such
complaints are apt to increase. It will bhe
well to discover, if possible, whether the
fault is chiefly ascribable to the bull or the
COW,

Bulls are apt to be incflicient owing to
their being used when too young. Exceptto
ascertain what he can do, no bull howerver,
well grown. should do work until heis fifteen
or eighteen months old.  Until two years old
his stud work should only be light and occa-
stonal. Calves got by weakly juvenile bulls
are often themselves weakly, and are usually
more difficult to rear than those produced by
the same animals when they have become
more vigorous and mature. DBulls when suf-
fering from cold, weakness, or overwork, are
uncertain in their service ; and calves, when
begotten by sires in a delicate or weakly
state, usnally inberit thesickly state of sys-
tem, even although such delicacy of the
parent may only have been temporary. Many
good bulls are at fault from want of exer-
cise. In asmall court, or, still worse. if se-
cured to asiake. they often stand with little
intermission for months. If good thrivers.
they are almost certain to lay on flesh and
fat, and in this state they ave not. of course,
to be depemled on for stud purpoeses. All
bulls should be loose, ina large pest or small
paddock.  In the lighlyhred American
Shorthorn or Hereford kerds the patviareh of
the tribe is generally sllowed 2 paddock of
abont an acre in extent. A hull shonld only
be tied up oceasionally to quiet him; or as
the cattie men sometimes termit. to “quank ™
him. Lvery bull aver two years old, unless
he s in w place of suck size thal he can him-
self take abundance of excercise. shonld he
ted oue vegularly every day for about an
hour; should Le made to do ploughing or
other work. as i3 still exacted from both hulls
and oxen, over the Cotswold Hhills, and
thronghout many parts of the continent, or
he placed rezularly for an hour o7 two every
day i some horseanil] or such ronndahout

contrivance. With one or other of such ar-
rangewents, proper healthy excereise will be
ensured, The bull's labour may be wtilized
by cutting chaff, grinding corn, or pulping
roots. Switching the bull along the belly
with nettles. which has been advised, admin-
istering cantharides or other stimulantg, ove
popunlarly believed to inersasze the virile
power : but all such unnatural expedients
are of little avail in securing o good get of
calves, Dulls of full growth, in sound bealth.
and intended for service, should have good
food. buz ia somewhat sparing amount ; they
require nniritive aliment to support strength
and muscle ;5 mouldy hay, retuse fodder.
conrse straw—=o often the staple food of bulls
—may satisfy hunger. make an animal pot.
bellied, hut certainly do not add to his vigour.
Vetches, too many roote. and all bulky vie-
tuals are injurions. But attention to exe:-
cise, we repeat. is as essential ag attention to
feeding.

A short drop of calves isas often the fanlt
of the cow as the bull. Thousauds of calves
are lost ewing to abortion or premature birth,
Often the embryo is got rid of without the
owner or bis servants knowing anything
about it, and so early as the third, sixth, or
ninth week after service. Thisis especially
apt to occur where cows are much disturbed
by flies or dogs, are overfed, or kept on un-.
sound marsby land. So notorious are some
pastures for the production of this mishap,
that no in-calf cow remains safely in calf if
grazed there for six or eight weeks. But
dairymen are also liable to disappointment
from their cows altogether fuiling to become
pregnant. Sometimes this results from in-
jury or disease of the generative organs, as
from overbulling; from laceration of the
parts, owing to the forcible extraction of a
large or awkwardly-presenting calf ; or from
the retention of a dead, deformed, or mum-
mified calf. Occasionally the cow is weakly,
consumptive, or dysenteric, and, on such ac-
count, fails to conceive. A c¢ow, whilstanck-
ling 2 calf, rarely takes the bull, bus usually
comes in season & werk or ten days after the
calf is separated from her. Cows. although
sometimes served six ov eight weeks aftey
calving, seldom stand to such service. Skort-
korn cows rarely prove pregnant from service
effected at the firet period of astrum after
calving, Wealways advise that the cow be
missed the st time, and attended to at the
second period of wstiwn, No cow should
ever be put to the hul) whilst she i3 inanex-
cited or over-heated siate, I she has been
driven far she should remain in o barn-yard
or hoase for an hour or two before the bull
has access  her @ whilst fur 2 day after she
is Letter to be kept quiet and separated from
hier fellows. whom she is apt to aunoy, and by
whom she is herself annoyed.  Such precau-
tions are »specially requisite amongst bigh-
hred shortharas and other cows which have
been pampered in their youth, and are thus
partientar)y apt to turn out shy breeders.

When a valuable cow persistently turns

repeatedly fram ber servies, the best plan i3



