
sRITISH COLUM1BIA MINING CRITIC.

THE CHINESE MINERS ON TEXADA.

Althougli it was recently statcd that the none too
skillful Cliiese workers at the Van Aifda mine,
Texada Island, wotld be substituîted by wlite
workers, sucli is itot the case. And to iiake mat-
ters worse, the Chinese are iot only violating the
law against the working of Mongolianis utnder-
grotnd in metalliferous iniies, but also. it seems,
neglecting even to take ont inîrters' licenses, whilst
the local iagistrate, Dr. Forbes, refuses to swear
ont the needed iiformtations with a view to hcaring
the charges-ait altogether uniîsatisfactory state of
affairs, Nor does the Van Anda mine itself bentefit
b)y this Mongol chcap labor, as it is of ain unskillful
type, and its endeavors lead to comparatively iniefri-
cient vorkiig.

- THE GALENA FARn.

The iieclianical appliances and other working
apparattis, iicluding provision for the safety and
coifort of emîployes at the Galena Fari mines, are
ail stated tc be highly satisfactory, and constitute a

pirtly redeeminîg feature of an inîdertakiig, whiclh,
'aithougli its ores are now looking better and early
shipmnents therefroi are expected, cannot yield any
decenît returns to snch stockholders as have bougiht
for cash, unitil stock hugely overcapitalized aid
watered superabtindantly be " pared down " on a
reconstruction basis, involving reduction of capital,
too imunci of whiclt is really nominal.

THE TRANSVAAL GOLD OUTPUT.

Aithougli reports state that Jolhannesbuîrg is
crowded with the unemployed, and iews frot
iany Transvaal mine quarters strikes a doleful key,
the Rand, or Witwatersrand district, made last year
an enormous and " record " gold output, ainout-

ing to 3,034,674 ounces. Eachi year since 1892 has
slown a big increase of yield, that of 1892 being
1,120,868 ounces, whilst the return of 1893 came to

1,478,473 ouices, that of 1894 to 2,024,159 Otinices,
titat of 1895 to 2,277,635 ounces, that of 1816 to

2,2S,875 onnces, and last year's yield, as above

stated, to 3,034,674 ountces.

TUE MORNING GLORY.

The shareholders of this Vernon free-millin g
gold mine have, as a resuit of trouble and dissen-
sions at the mine, causing the discliarge or resigna-
tion of leading- officials, decided that the mill be
situt dowi pro teii., pending the securing of proper
mnanagement. There is inuch coninent about Ver-
non as to the extra'ordiniary style which the affairs
of titis concern liave been conducted, everything
about it being seemingly the reverse of businesslike,
and the present nill stoppage being virtually a con-
fession of incomipetency.

THE SUNSET NO. 2.

Titis Rossland mine, in which nany Vancouver
men are interested, is stated to be making satisfac-
tory developinent. The main tunnel is now 170
feet beyond the No. i shaft, and is in four feet of
good ore. Sitice October 5 th last the aniont of
vork done on this property anounts to a total
ieasuirenient of 539 feet. Titis consists of upraises

62 feet, tunneling 362 feet, and crossCuts 25 feet,
whilc the No. i shaft has been extendcd 35 feet be-
low the tunnel level, and the No. 3 shaft has been

j deepened 55 feet.

THE QUESNELLE HAZELTON TRAIL.

The citizens of Ashcroft have petitioned the Pro-
vincial Goverinment to build iew bridges on and
repair the trail between Quesnelle and Telegraph
creek via Hazeltoi. They claim that iany Yukon
goldseckers will this sununer set out for Klondike
by the Teslin lake ami Hootalinqua route, starting
from Ashcroft and naking north via the Cariboo
road and the Quesnelle and Telegraph Creek trail.
The needed improvements can, according to ·the
petitioners, be completed in April, and before the
prospectors set out on their overlan( route to the
far north.

DOING GOOD WORK.

His -Ionor Judge Forin lias just disinissed an
appeal taken by a man iianed Adler against the
refusai by Mr. Griffith, S. M., of a renewal of a
license in respect of an inn kntown as the Kootenay
House, Golden. It caime ont in evidence that the
appellant maintained professional gamtblers as bar-
tenders, and that guests in his house were first
made drunk and then practically robbcd by poker
sharps in the landlord's very presence. His Honor
promptly dismtissed the case, on the ground that
the appellant adtmitted that lie allowed-and this
also on a Suday, in defiance of the Snday observ-
ance laws-both intoxication and gamnbling in his
house. The judge, in givinîg his decision, stated
that lie ieant to imake thinîgs uncomnonly lively
for aiy saloon men who allowed their houses to be
tsed for the purposes of plunder by professional

gatblers and other harpies. His lonor Judge
Forin vill do the best of work if lie helps in clear-
inig the Kootenays of professional ganblers and
other hbunan veriniîî, wIo prey upon the sturdy
iniier and rob hit of a big percentage of his hard-

earned wages. It will be well if the nounted police
expel a horde of such scoundrels front the Yukon,
which is but too likely to be overrun by thein. By
ail accounts more than a thousand of the dangerous
elenent are already naking for the Klondike.
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