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tion will prevail in Albuny when the time | twofths, the argument must end here. Tt
comes is not going too far,

But, as & matter of fact, it is really | such o proposit
startling to notice, when read
| Bumerous letters from voters published | the majority is supposed to be right and,

however, to say that

is hardly’ admissible,

And Sundry Other Openings of Whieh
We Have Heard.

o by the Herald, how deficient these | t all events, to rule.
| effusions are as to argument, common | These 120,000,000 Protestants are very
(Cart Repinald in “ Bonforts.") sonse—plain, sound, common sense—and | much divided But let us re

Breavmancuams, through his  Figaro, | considerateness, not to say charity. The | main in our own country, the pe
unsels the wisdom of t king, from the principal argument on both sides, if the | of which is, in round numbers, 63,000,
rt, all things with a lnugh, for fear of | letters be analyzed and the animus | 000. Of these, sbout one-third are Cath
faving to weep over them. Sound ad- | gathered from them, seems to be this : | olics, Hobrews, ete., or, say, 21,000,000
bpice. no doubt, if we desire 'u.{uvhruuxh We should have Sunday Opening, or we | which we will eliminate, and we shall
tife with some comfort, but advice hard | should not—becsuse I think so! The I | have o 42,000,000 Protestants. Of
follow, even for the philosophor of | evidently carries all before it these fair to say that at least one.
oo comy ,in the face of | lice, | More startling still | All the gentle- | half, 21,000,000, if thoy are not agnostics,
ich is usually another name for error | ness, consideration, toleration, spirit of | belong to the indifferent class, thus leay

I tyranny obscuring truth and liberty — | concession —and charit appear to be on | ing, let us say, 21,000,000 believers. Of
e prejudice when the moving senti- | the liberal side, that of the 31,100 rum- | these t'vrtnm{y not one-half, but, let us
nt is sincere, but when it is not, that |sellers (so-called) and their friends who say, 10,000,000, are as intolerant and fa
ost detestable thing, hypoorisy. But |voted yes; while, on the other hand, all | natical as the reverend gentlemen whose
i¢h o weep, philosophize we must, if, | the bitterness, selfishness, intolorance, | views are exposed in the Herald. Now,
o8, we see, and, possessing | fanaticism and hate, seem to emanate | will anyhody tell us why these 10,000,000,

think, Alas ! we must em- | ‘with a few exceptions, which it is » reliof | & small r popula.
size the if, for seeing and thinking | to find) from the 969 r verend gentlemen | ti o y of
lor the moat favorable ciroumstances (and their followers ho voted against | thinking an overwhelming majority of
s natural conclusion only in theory. | Sunday Opening. Thus liberalism and | 53,000,000, who make no sbuse of their
for man, as a rule, is bent on consid bigotry are well defined, and we are for- | evident power, and are perfectly content
questions only from his own personal | cibly ‘reminded of Moliere's line in | tolive and let live ! Of course minorities
nt of view, that which is suggested by | ** Tartufe have rights, but so also have majorities,
s own personal interest, nay more, | Tant de fiel entre-t-il dans Uame des | not to speak of the duties of both, which
his own vanity—vanity being in all ols ! certainly include respect and forbearance.
ngs, if we resson down to the prime But the most astonishing feature in the | Is not one of the fundamental principles
or, the truo motive of most men's |discussion is this : Nobody has stopped | of our Constitution * All men are born
ughts and acts.  How seldom it ocours [ to question the propriety or the obliga- | equal,” meaning with equal rights Why,
us that we may, perchance, be wrong [tion of closing ** during certain legal | then, should this small mi rity pretend
others right ; that others have, as | hours " on Bunday. This starting-point | to rule, to enforoe its own personal views?
have, rights that should be respected, | seems to be admitted by all. The reason | The fact of its being more noisy and more
preferences entitled to as much con- [is, no doubt, want of reflection—the aggressive than the majority is not reason
ation as our own ! No, we are ever | natural bent of man to necept certain sufficient for the overthrow of rights and
ly to lay down the law, as we desire | things as correct and immutable because ples ; and the further fat of ita be.
woe it, to our neighbors, fully convinced [he has found them as they are, just as ded, as to other points, into al
t we are right, simply, th y |some men no opinion until they mberless warring sects is certainly
ronlize it bocause ¢ ini have adopted, helieving perhaps it is | not convincing proof of its being right as

ur neighbors are wi theirs, the opinion advanced by their | regards the Bunday question.

0 in not ours. We are ever | newspaper or by the sposch of sowe | But the law must be observed, Cer
dy o command, and never to oboy ; to | office-seeking politician tainly, until the law is repealod. Right
ot and never to nt ; to dictate and Let us, however, examine the question, | here we might question the constitution
(:"hy ! Beon we | not with & view to attacking religion (so- | ality of any State law as to the so-called

ink so and wo, whatever may be our |called, for oh ! how the word is misap- | observance of the Sabbath For the
ormnce.  We, and that is sufficient. | plied ) or of extolling unbelief, but in | articles of compact betwoeen the original
itatum, omnia wanitas. Never | the pure light of common sense, philoso- | States, over one hundred years ago, clear
consequent impartiality. ly say (Art, 1): **No person demeaning
rein lies the obligation of observing | himself in a peaceable and orderly manner
ur acts do not show that we admit | Sunday as the Sabbath ! In a consensus | shall ever be molested on ncooun’, of his

1 w8 such ; the consequence being that, | of kind 1 The population of the | mode of worship or religious sen iments.”
we cannot plead ignorance, we are [ world is estimated to be some 1,400,000, | This principle being admitt.d—and it
ved either by vanity or by spite (we | 000 ; of these only 400,000,000 are Christ- [ must be, since it was accepted and in
o the choice, llbeit an unpleasant (ians or Hobrows. = We hiave already, then, | dorsed—how can any State, unless our
), coupled, in either case, with an [over two-thirds of the world's population | Constitution be changed, by law, consti-
lute disregard for the belief, opinions, | who are non-Sabbatarisns. Tn the 400,- | tutionally, force sloons, or hardware, o
lerences or comfort of others. 000,000 above, we have 5,000,000 of Jews | dry goods or any other stores to close on &
A striking example of this reprehensible | whoso Sabbath is not Sunday but Satur- | cortain day of the week for *religious "
hod was given recently by the public | day, and 194,000,000 Catholics with 86, | reasons?  Was not one of the answers re-
ussion of the proposed barroom and | 000,000 Greeks, or 280,000,000 together, | ceived by the Herald correct? “I
n ** Sunday Opening "  measure, | for whom Sunday, while being s day of | desire to record my vote in favor of the
Now York Hor put the question | religious observance, is also a day of rest | opening of saloons during certain legal
» vote among readers, the result | through enjoyment. Therefore 1,280,- [ hours on Sundays. But 1 desire, per
; 31,106 votes in favor of opening and | 000,000 men who do not consider Sunday | contra, to record my vote in opposition to
0 agninst. This would seem to be [as a day for dulness and moping, against | the opening of Methodist (or Baptist, or
y satisfactory result as proof of an | 120,000,000 of Protestants supposed to be | Presbyterian) churches durinhurhiu
ming preponderance of liboral [strict Sabbatarians. If we are to take for | legal hours on Wednesdays (or Tuesdays,

5, and it in to be hoped, in the inter- granted that one-twelfth of the world's | or Thursdays).” When we come to the
of what is true, frank and morally [ population has all the wisdom extant, #o | arbitrary enforcement of personal (minor-

X hy
porhaps, Hardly so, however,

ulation | T

(bad) reason for the ones as for the others.
It is not necessary, however, to start so
high up in the order of things. The

SUNDAY OPENING. healthy, that the same view of the ques- | that none is left for the g eleven- |ity) p , there is just as much

the | especially in & country like ours, where | question is : Shall ‘he law as it is, consti

tutional or not, good or bad, be changed,
and how? The liberal-minded, who are
a majority, say yes ; let us have the free
dom which is the inalienable right of all
he bigots, who are & small winority,
reply, yes, but let it be made still m re
stringent, moulded in accordance with
the personal prejudices of the few, for
whe harity is an oft-spoken word, but
only & word, and « thing which does not
begin at home.
he former say : The poor man must be

able to get his beer in the saloon ust as
well as the rich man in his club. But
this is mere gush. For there a
erable things the poor man, simply be
cause he is poor, cannot ge* like the rich
man. _This would be class legislation, a
method most objectionable, to say the
least, No ; the poor man must be able to
got his beer on L..ml.y s well as any
other day because it is his right to do so,
whatever the Rev. Dr. So-and-So may
think

The others advance that they wish to
cure intemperance. Oh, that they could !
For intemperance in drink, » bane though
it be, is not as great a curse as it is, taken
in its broad sense. We mean intemper
ance in thought, word and act, even be it
disguised under the mantle of charity,
which covers, np’-mnll‘y, more than a
multitude of sins. Aund let not total ab-
stinence here be pleaded, for, be the sen-
timent and the determination sincere, it
is only & proof of weskness and admission
of : my senseof duty is not strong enough
to make me stop when 1 should. Abuse
in all things is not only wrong morally,
but injurious ; ’n‘o{nﬂ use, on the other
hand, is commendable, and proves desir-
able control of one's tites

We are surprised it never struck ex-
tremists and fanatics that total abstinence
is, in & measure, a sort of insult to the
Creator who gave us wine, ete., and a
slur thrown on theSeriptures—divine law,
we are told—since we see in them that
Christ not only took, but made, wine,

Why should intemperance in drink be
prevented on Sundays! Because it is
the ** Lord's day, " secording to & minority
of believers (self-styled) 1 Liberal minds
think that every day in the week is the
Lord's day, and should be so acted upon.
Is not that » wider and healthier view 1
Intemperance in drink should be restrain
ed, the self-styled believers say. And
the same liberal minds o that all in-
temperance—meaning in thought, act and
language as well as in drink—should be
prevented. Which of the two sides is
the more righteous 1 And if we speak of
restraint and prevention, we do not mean
by reason of certain religious views held
by a small minority who would excommu-
nicate all those who entertain, tl
having the right to do so, different ideas ;
but because society (taking the word in &
broa. sense) is & vast majority whose duty
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