
The Catholie

cd "to come to some discreet and lcarned
Priest taught in the laiw of God, and con-
oses and open his gins and gricf secritly,

that ho might recoivo such ghostly ct un-
sol, advico, and comiort, that his con-
scienco miglt be relioved, and that of him
(as a minister of God and of the Church)
ho might receive corfort and absolution,
to the satisfaction of his mind, and avoid-
ing of ail ocruplo and doubtfulness." [22]
in the "Visitation of lthe Sick" the rubne
says-" Haro shall the sick person be
moved ta make a apecial coniession of his
sins (if hoe fels his conscience troubled
with any weighty matter.) A fier which
confesbion the Priest shall absolve him (if
ho humbly and heartily desira il) after ibis
sort. 'Our Lord Jesus Christ who hath
left power to his church, to absolve ail
sinuers who truly repent and believe in
him, of his great nercy,forgive thec thine
offences : And by his authority committed
ta me, I absolvo theo from ail thy sins,
la the name of the Faer, and of the
-Son, and of the Holy Ghost Amen." [23]
This form of absolution wos ordered to bo
used in ail private conessions. [:24-
Thoughi the words la the exhortation con-
tain some things that vould enablo the
Calvinist ta interpret hiem iof mare advico
or assurance o pardon, if the penitent
truly repented, ivithout necessarily imply-
ing absolution, properly sa called ; yet
ibis would not ba a fair interpretation of
the wYards, especially vhen supported by
the rubric and absolution contained in the
"Visitation of the Sick.3

In the second book of Edvard VI., an.
other advanco was made to pure Calvin-
ism, without, however, shocking public
sentiment to much ; i was donc in a
manner that rendered the doctrine of ab-
solution less explicit, and preparations
were made to have the whole of the Ca-
tholho doctrine expunged at a more favour-
abl moment.

In the exhortation, te people were no
longer told ta come lo the priet that they
maight " receive absolution of him (as
minister of God and of the Clurch) "-

woreo nuw ta coma, tiat "lby tho minisiry
of Gods word they inay receive the boîe- 
fit of absolution.' Private confessions
befare communion hîad probably gone
somoivI: into disuse among those who
listened .o the new teachers ; the reform-
ers therefore could exhort the people to
th use of themn or omit it as they pleased.
But at the point of death people were not
yet willing ta be deprived of the benefit
of con'ession and absolution ; the absolu-
tion to bo given ta the sick was, thereforo
retained, but the rubric ordering the sanme,
form to b used in private confessions,
was expunged. (25)

It may appear an enigma ta n person
unacquainted with the spirit of ibis movo-
ment, that the absolution at the morning

pirayer-o only îhing, 1 believe, bearing
at ail thc name of absolution i the A meri-
can Pmyer Bool--should have been l-n
seyted only in th second book of Edward,'

(22] Wboatiy, p 439
[23) This le found in the Praycr Book yet in

se la Englean.
[241 Wheatly, p 439
[25) bAom
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and thereforo was probably the e:fect of ambiguous. recoived from the absolution With respect to these enactments it may
the Calvinistic influence thon in operation. of the sick is thus entirely aInndoncd. be remarked,--lst. That the parliament
But this only prepared the way for the The American edition lias thorefore at. under Elizabeth did nut' follow tho preco-
total rcjection of the doctrine itsif. The tained, indeed, the mot "vigorous matur· dnt eet by ha parliament under Mary.
nature of this absolution is such that any ity." Tho plan of the first reformers It did not mercly repeal the acts of for-
Calvinist may use il. Those who cared is fully developed. Thora is nothing mer parliaments, but aIso passed laws,
for absolution, on the other hand, could which the most pure Calvinist, the man wlhich hiad for their object the establish-
find it haro if they pleased, and thus more who scoffs at the power of ab3olving 'rom ment af forms af worship, and tho exer-
easily bear its suppression in another part ain, may net use , whilo the orthodox i of spiritual jurisdicion ; 2nd. That
of the book.'That this was the intention of churchman wiill find enougli in il through ail this was donc, not vith tha approba'-
thoso wlo inserted il, may bo fairly pro- bîcîî "ih mnav profond to exorcise the ab- lion, but in defianco of the church. Ev-
sumed from the whojo teneur of thoir soiving power in its most elevated accept- ery bishop in the bouse voted against
proceedings. The prematuro death a otion. Being now "ripe with experience," theso bills : the convocation presented a
Edwd prevented theso men from carrying the Prayer Book, ou this point, is every confession af faith, and protested agains
out their plans fully ; ivho Protestantisn thing, or nothing, as each ane plneoes. the competency of ony lay assembly to
was agoin re-ostablished, the law-Church I remain, Rlev Sir, respectfully, pronounco on matters of doctrine, wor-
falt ils claims se bitterly attacked by the Your obedient servant, ship, and discipline ; and both the uni-
sects that snrang from its own bosom,that CATHOLICUS. versities came to the aid of the convoe-
it was forced ta throw itse!f on ecclesias. lion, and subscribed the sanie confession.
tical antiquity for support, and, therefore. From the Dublin Revieto. Even the opposition among the lay mum-
.pould not afford la abandon a rita which DID THE ANGLICAN CH URCH bers o tho House of Lords was more pow-
had been always sanctioned in theChurch. REFORM HERSELF ? erful th n on any previous occasion, and,
(26) The absolution of the sick, however Wtcned if the act in favor of the book of common
Popish is sound, and the advice ta the Tho accession oi Elizabeth, te sucas prayer passed at lasi, it was only by a
sick man ta make a special confession of sor ofMary, %vas fiollwed by anotslr re- nnjority of threa ;. and that small majority
his sins, ara therefore rett.ined tIoe pre- volution in the church. During the reign could net have been obtained, iad not two
sent day in the English Prayer Book: ai ber sister, Elizabeth had conformed of the bishops been imprisoned ta deprive
though in practice these special confessions but the circumstances of her birth, and tem o their voes, and fivo commoners
are probably, as littile in use as amongst the adverse claim of Mary Stuart se a reformed principles becn previously
American Episcopalians. forth by the king of Franco, tho father- rrised ta the peerage. Now thesa enat-

Il was reserved for the American Pro- in-law of that pious princess, inauced her nients ara the basis on which the present
testant Episcopal Church ta carry out la listen ta tho suggestions ai Chose cot- Ciurch of England was raised ; does it
fully the designs that I have mentioned. toolis to lt ins of thoseru- not then follow thati it s a parliamentary
la the Communion service, the people are sellera, wlho mointamed that i preserva- church, in the foundation of vhich, no
net exhorted, as even now in England, ta tion ai ier crotn was incnompatible with ecclesiastical authority had any concern%
come ta the priest that they I may ne- the existence ai tat reigiuas farm whbich But hai not the Church of England a
ceive the benefit of absolution, togetier proclaimed hae a bastard. The resolu- hierarchy, which, if wo may believe the
ivith ghostly counsl and advice» ; thay lion ivas taead pem and in mera res 'Oxford divines, traces its descent in a di-
are merely exhorted ta come that they parliament al enactmpents of the lst reign rct line from the apostles ? The present
"may receivo such godly counsel and ad- on religions matters were repealed, and Churci of England was founded by the on-
vice as may tend t the quieting of their the statutes passed under Henry VII. in actments just mientionad, i March and
consciences." After the general confes- derogation of the papal authority, and in April of 1559; il possessed hierarchy tilt
sion, the minister ia England " pro the othe re- the following month of December, an the
nounces'' the absolution ; la America lie formed service, were called into force. 17th day of which Dr. ParIket was consa-
is directsd merly to vesaycl the words ; crated Archbishop of Canterbury, by
vhich form allows those who pleaso to "I was enacted that the book of com- whom ail the other prelates of the new

consider what he says, as nothing more mon prayer, with additions and emenda- church were afterwards confirmed or coR-
thon an ordinary prayer. At the morning tions, should alone be used by the minis- secrated. That the presant bisops, thn,
service, in Enbland, the absolution is aise ters in ail churches, under the penalties may trace their descent ta him, is certain.
"pronounced ;" in America, the I decla- of forfeiture, of deprivation, and of death; if they pretend ta go further, il is only
ration of absolution or remission of sins that the spiritual authority of every for tbrough him that they can claim, Howv
is made by the priest." (27) These aigo prelate within the realm shouki be thon did lie become a successor of the
differences, trifling as they may ap- utterly abolished ; that the jurisdiction apostles ? The succession might continue
pear, wili be sean ta be of the greatest necessary for the correction of arrors, in other churches, because ia them there
importance, whea ive recolicct that the beresies, schisms, and abuses should be ivee bishops; in this il couild net, because
precise words, thus altered, had afforded annexed ta the crown, with the power of in this, before the 17th of December, thero
the strongest proof ta those writers of the delegating suchjurnsdiction ta any poison was no bishop. Let ut tlien enquire how
Established Church vho contended for or persons whatsoever, at the pleasure of the difficulty was overcome; by what in-

the Catholic interpretation of the Prayer the sovereign ; that the penalty of assiert- genious process il ivas contrived to book
Book, regarding the power of absolving. ing the papal authority should ascend, Dr. Parker on the aposiolic chain.

(28) - on the repetition of the offence, fram - Soon aller the dissolution, the council
The absolution nt the "Visitation of the forfeiture of real and personal pro- st;mmoned before them the bishops who

the Sick," and the exhortation 'to special perty, ta perpetual impriscament, and had atterded the parhîament, and required
confession,' are expunged altogether from from perpetual imprisonmnent to death, as them to take the oanth of supremacy.-
the American edition. The support which t was inflicted in cases or highi-treason ; With the sui gle exception of Ki chen of
the other passages, already weak and and that ail clergymen takizig orders, or Lanàdaff, they refused ; and for that refu-

-possession ai livings, ail magistrates sai, in the coarse o the tivo followiri[26 They, (thbeanciento) hadl absolution' and inferior officers, having fees or wages months, ail were deprived by commission-
a thconir.Asin & wiU oa, ( noitaerf which ? from the crown, ail laymen suing out the ers, whom the queen, after the example

prcscme will bc thought to wan1 a roof.1y- livery of their lands, or about ta do homi- of Henry and Edward, had appointed ta.
Wbeatly prefaco P 17 aga ta the que=sliould,under pain of de- visit the se reral dioceses. That such s-

[27] Comop.ro the English and Amerina edi privation of incapacity, take an oath, de- fusai was not a canonical, but only a le-
tions.of the Rok of Comnon Frayer. claring her te bc supreme governor of ail ali offence, crea•ed la the late parliament,

that theWboltie oUst z Who en t e ecclesiasticalor spiritualthings, or causes, is evident; and jow on that account the
laya greet stre" on the words " penoncing ab- as well as temporal, and renouncing ail bishops could forfeittlheir spiitual author,
solution," in au much as this word "snifies anoh foreign occlesiastical or spiritual jurisdic. Ity by the j'dgment of the civi power, ià
MOrO thon Worcly lo Malle knoiru et drelaIre a fonigi AOcribs

ohingY-p 120. sate ala o Stauon. Dictiooary tion or authority whasoever, ihin the is nt easy ta comprehiend. Afiar thisa
of the'.brch, Art. Absolation. zealm. (Lingard1 vi!, 259.) it became t e grit objeci of tb gevern,


