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ed “to come to somo discreet and learned
Priost taught in the law of God, and cen:
foss and open his sins and gricf sccretly,
that ho might reccive such ghostly ceun-
sol, advico, and comfort, that his con-
scienco might be relioved, and thut of him
(2s o minister of God nud of the Church)
he might receive comfort and absolution,
to the satisfaction of his mind, and avoid-
iog of all scrupla and doubtfulness.” [22
{o the **Visitation of tho Sick? the rubric
says—* Hero shall the sick person bo
rmoved to make a special confession of his
sins (if ho feels his conscience troubled
with any weighty mattor.) Aftor which
confossion the Priest shall absolve him (if
bo humbly and heartily desiro it) aftor this
gort. $Our Lord Jesus Christ who hath
left power to his churche to absolve all
sinners who truly repent and believe in
him, of his great mercy,forgive thee thine
offences : And by his authority committed
to me, I absolve thee from all thy sins,
In the nume of the Futher, ernd of the
‘Son, and of the Holy Gliost Amen.” [23]
This form of absolution wes ordered to bs
used in all private confessions. [24]—
Though the words in the exhortation con-
tain some things that would cnable the
Calvinist to interpret them of mere advico
or assurance of pardon, if the penitent
truly repented, without necessarily mply-
ing absolution, properly so called; yot
this would not be a fuir interpretation of
the words, espocially when supported by
the rubzic and absolution coatained in the
« Visitation of the Sick.”

In the second book of Edward VI., an.
other advance was made to pure Calvin-
ism, without, howover, shocking public
sentiment too rouch 5 it was done in a
manner that vendered the doctrine of ab-
solution less explicit, and preparations
were made to have the whole of the Ca-
tholic docteine oxpunged at a more favour-

#sould not afford to abandon a rile which

able moment.

In the exhorstation, the people were noi
Jonger told to come to the priest that they |
ight *¢ receive absolution of him (as)
minister of God and of the Church) ¥—
were nuw to come, that by the ministry
of God’s word they may receive the bene- |
fit of absolution.”” Private confessions
before communion had probably gone;

somowh: ¢ into disuse among these who;

listeaed .o the new teachers; the reform-i
crs therefore could exhort the people to,
theuse of them ar omit it as they pleased. |
But at the point of death people were not

yot willing to be deprived of the benefit;
of confession and absolution ; the absolu-

tion to bo given to the sick was, therefore

retained, but the rubric ordering the same,
formto be used in private confessions,
was expunged. (25)

It may appear an cnigma to a person’
unacquainted with the spirit of this move-!
ment, that the absolution at the morniog
prayer—tho only thing, I believe, bearing
at all the name of absolution in the Ameri-
can Prayer Booh—should have been in-
sevted only in the second book of Edward,

{23) Whoatly, p 439

{23) Thbisis foundin the Proycr Book ye! ia
use i Bagleny,

(94} Wheatly, p 430

) 3bidom.

"the strongest proof to those writers of the
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and therefore was probably the clfect of
the Calvinistic influcnco then in operatinn.
But this only prepared tho way for the
total rejection of the doctrine itsolf. The
nature of this absolution is such that any
Calvinist may uso it. ‘Thoso who cared
for absolution, on the othor hand, could
find it heroif thoy pleased, and thus more
casily bear its suppression in anothor part
of thie book. “That this was the intention of
thosa swho insacted it, may be lairly pre-
sumed from the whole tegour of their
proceedings. Tho prematuro death of
Edwd prevented these men from carrying
out their pluns fully 3 whon Protestantism
was again re-established, the law-Church
felt its claims o bitterly attacked by the
sccts that sprang from its own bosom,that
it was forced to throw itse!l ou ecclesias-
tical antiquity for support, and, therefore,

had been always sanctioned in theChurch.
(26) Tho absolution of the sick, however
Popish its sound, and the advice to the
sick men to make a special confession of
his sins, are therefore rett.ined to the pre-
sent day in the English Prayer Book:
though in practice these special confessions
are probably, as little in use as amongst
American Episcopalians.

1t was reserved for the American Pro-
testant Episcopal Church to carry out
fully the designs that I have mentioned.
In the Communion service, the people are
not exhorted, as even now in England, to
come to the pricst that they ¢ may rc-
ceive the benefit of absolution, together
with ghostly counsocl and advice” ; thoy
arc merely oxhorted to come that they
“may receive such godly cocnsel and ad-
vice ag may tend to the quicting of their
consciences.” After the general confes-
sion, the minister in Engiand ¢ pro~
nounces™ the absolution 3 in America he
is directod merely to “say” the words;
which form allows those who pleaso to
consider what he says, e nothing more
then an ordinary prayer. At the morning
service, i England, the sbsolution is also
“spronounced ;” in America, tho * decla-
ration of absolution or remission of sins
is made by the priest” (27) ‘These
differences, trifling as they may ap-
pear, will be seen to be of tho greatest
importance, whea we recollect that the
precise words, thus altered, had afforded

Established Church who contended for
tbe Catholic jnterpretation of the Prayer
Book, regarding the power of absolving.

The absolution at the “Visitation of
the Sick,” and the exhortation ‘o special
confession,’ are expunged altogether from
the American edition. The support which
the other passages, already weak and

{26} #They, (thoancisnts) had abaolations,

A reconcizexsxt wirk Gop, (aoither of which 1
presamo will be thought to want & jrouf))—
Wheatly prefaco p 17

{27] Compare tho English and Amorican cdi
tions of the Baok of Common Prayor,

(28) Wheatly, like most otbers, who contend
that tho absolution is & conveyance of pardoo,
lays grost strese 0D the words “ pronoancing ab-
solution,” in ts much da this word “signifies moeh
moro than wmorely W meke knowa or deelare a
thiog."—p 120, Sae also Stavaten, Dictionary

of the-Chureh, Art. Abgulyticn.

ambiguous. reccived from the obsolution
of the sick is thus entirely abandoned.
The American edition has thercfore at-
tained, indeed, the most “vigorous matur-
ity” The plan of tha first roformers
is fully developed. Thero is nothing
which the most pure Calvinist, the man
who scoffs at tho power of absolving trom
sin, moy not use, while the orthodox
churchman will find enough in it through
which he mav protond to exercise the ab-
solving power in its most elevated accept-
ation, Being now “ripe with experience,”
the Prayer Book, on this pomt, is every
thing, or nothing, as each one pleases.

I remain, Rev Sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
CaTnoLicus.

From the Dublin Review, '
DID THE ANGLICAN CHURCH,
REFORM HERSELF ?
{Concluded)

The accession of Elizabeth, the succes-
sor of Mary, was followed by another re-
volution in the church. During the reign
of her sister, Elizabeth had conformed 3
out the circumstances of her birth, and
the adverse claim of Mary Stuart set
forth by the king of France, tho father-
inlaw of that pious princess, inauced her
to listen to tho suggestions of those coun-
sellors, who maintained that tae preserva-
tion of her crown was incompatible with
the existence of that religious form which
proclaimed her a bastard. The resolu-
tion was takep, preliminary measures
were cautiously adopted, and in her first
parliament all enactments of the last reign
on religious matters were repealed, and
the statutes passed under Henry VIIL. in
derogation of the papal autbority, and in
the reign of Edward in favor of the re-
formed service, were called into force.

¢t was enacted that the book of com-
mon prayer, with additions and emenda-
tions, should alone be used by the minis-
ters in all churches, under the penalties
of forfeiture, of deprivation, and of death;
that the spiritual authority of every for
cigo prelate within tho realm should be
utterly abolished ; that the jurisdiction
pecessary for the correction of errors,
herosies, schisms, and abuses should be
annexed t0 the crown, with the power of
delegating such junisdiction to any peison
or persons whatsoever, at the pleasure of
the sovereign 3 that the penalty of assert-
ing the papal authority should ascend,
on the repetition of the offence, from
the forfeiture of real and personal pro-
perty, to perpetual impriscnment, and
from perpetual imprisonment to death, as
.t was inflicted in cases of high-treason 5
and that all clergymen taking orders, or
1n possession of livings, all magistrates
and inferior officers, having fees or wages
from the crown, all laymen suing out the
livery of their lands, or about to do hom-
age to the quean,should,under pain of de-
privation of incapacity, take an oath, de-
claring her to be supreme governor of all
ccclesiastical or spiritual things, or causes,
as well as temporal, and renouncing all

foreign ecclesiastical or spiritual jurisdic.
tion or authority whatsocver, within the

With respoct to these enactments it may
be remarked,~-1st. That the parliament
uader Elizabeth did nut follow the preve-
dent et by tho parliament under Mary.
It did not merely repeal the acts of for-
mer parliaments, but also passed laws,
which had for their object tho establish-
ment of forms of worship, and the exes-
cise of spiritual jurisdiction ; 2nd, That
all this was done, not with tho approba~
tion, but in defiance of the church, [v-
cry bishop in the house vo'ed egainst
theso bills : the convocation presented o
confession of fnith, and protested against
the competency of any lay assembly to
pronounce on matters of doctrino, wor-
ship, and discipline ; and both the uni-
versities came to the aid of the convoea-
tion, and subscribed the same confession.
Even the opposition among the lay mem-
bers of the House of Lords was mora pow-
erful than og any previous occasion, and,
it the act in favor of the book of common
prayer passed at last, it was onlyby a
migjority of three ;, and that small majority
could not have been obtained, had not two
of the bishops been imprisoned to deprive
themof their votes, and five commoners
of reformed principles been previously
rrised to the peerage. Now theso enadi-
ments are the basis on which the present
Church of England was raised ; does it
not then follow that it is a parliamentary
chureh, in the foundation of which, no
ccclesiastical authority had any concern?

But bas not the Church of England a
hierarchy, which, if we may Lelieve the
Oxford divines, traces its descentin a di-

lrcct line from the aposiles ? The preseng

Church of England was founded by the en-
actments just mentioned, in March and
April of 1559 ; it possessed hierarchy till
the following mnnth of December, oa the
17th day of which Dr. Parket was conse-
crated Archbishop of Canterbury, by
whom all the other prelates of the new
church were afterwards confirmed or con-
secrated. That the present bisops, then,
may trace their descent to him, iscertain.
if they pretend to go further, it is only
through him that they can claim: How
then did he become a successor of the
apostles ? Tho succession might continue
in other churches, because in them there
were bishops 5 in this it could not, because
in this, before the 17th of December, thero
was no bishop. Let us then enquire how
the difficulty was overcome; by what in-
genious process it was contrived to hook
Dr. Parker on the apostolic chain.

- Soon after the dissolution, the councit
summoned before them the bishops who
had attended the parliament, and required
them to take the oath of supremacy.—
With the sit gle exception of Xi chen of
Landaff, they refused ; and for that refu-
sal, in the course of the two following
months, all were deprived by commissjon.
ers, whom the queen, after the example
of Henry and Edward, had appointed to.
visit the serera) dioceses. That such yo-
fusal wus not & canonical, but only a le-
ol offence, creted in the late parliament,
is evident ; and how, on thataccount the
bishops could forfeittheir spiritual authoss

{ity by the judgment of the civil power, it

is not easy to comprehend.  After this,

realm.”  (Lingard, vii, 259.)

it became t* e grdst ohject of the govesns
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