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THE GOLDEN FLEECE.
Y 3RO, P WENBER, 339,
Of Lowseilie, Ky,

In the . AL dogtee the
with a Lawb-kin, which be s 10ld 18 more ap.
cient than the Golden Fieeee or Roman Lagle—
more hunorable thun the Star and Garter,”? &3.
have visited many Ladzes i sartous parts of the
Union, and have seeq the degrecs conferred soveral
tines, but never ye! board any explanation given
of these so pompoudy oft-repeated words, Con-
sequenty the mtuaie is leli to his own maginn.
tok or indusiry to tind ont what it wil ineans.  [fa.
vt olten ow of curosity asked Masters and Past
Masters what tie Golden Fisece was. and ahways
with e one nswer, ¢ 1 don’t krow,” | thought
what e 1 anght be able w0 say on the suhﬂ-c(
would stnul e otner biethren wio are welt read
In e ciassies to eninghten the readers of the Force
more [nlty on the subject,

From Mythology “we learn that the Golden
Fieece was a sacred relic, By soma it was called
toe Golden Fleeee of Janus.” Tuere are a great
many lexends cornected with it 1 ancrent Mytho-
logy. Une of them is related thns

Athumas was duected by the racle of Delphi
to sacitlice hus son, winch he was sbout to put ito
executton, when Nephele snatched away his son
and davshter, and gave them a golden-feeced ram,
which Mercury ha given hery which ram carried
them through the air over sea and land,  T'he ram
was alterw ards saciificed to Jupiter Phyxius, who
gave e leece 1o Aeetag, who naled 1t to an oak
n the grore of Mans, ‘Lius 13 the legend as rela-
ted by A ppollodorus,

But the Uider ot the Golden Fleece is one of the

« most honorable of the Oiders ot Cinvalry exisiog
i Butope, bring second anly to the Brtish Order
ot the Gaters L 1s conlerred 1n Spatn and Aus-
trea. 1t was vistiinted on the 10th of J muary
11429, at Biwtes, s Ficuders, by Puibp the Good,
Duke ot Busguudy
tus marnage vk bus thued waite, Isabells of Por-
tegal, 1t was founded m houor of the Holy Vir-
g and St Audiew, for the purnose of strength-
enug the Catholic Cuuich, religion, virtue, and
good muaners,

The cause of its institation is differently related 3
but it apprars most pobuble tiat, having deters
e d to establisa a3 Oider of Kuighilwood, Praitp
thuse for the budge the staple material of the
country, wintch was the Fleece,  Aud this emblem
Was the tiofe agiecable from its connection with
Aythology, when the Argonantie Expedition was
undertaken ta obtain ot usder 1he gwidance of Ja-
sorty the onv-sandled adveniurer, © When the Ore
der wag Just estabhished, the Grand Mastership of
the Urder was 1naiienably attached to the Earl-
dom ot Fianders, thal once flounishing country,
the butaprace and seat of Kuropean commerce.
"Tae secord testival of the Order was held 0n Nov.
24 H3L, The tatutes then provided 1hat 1 the
male hue of the Honse ot Burgundy shouid be.
cowme extively the busband of the daughter aud
hetress of the last soverengn should be the cinef of
the Order; and m thes way 1t passed to the House
of Austia, by the wartiage of the only daughte
of e Grand Master o Maximinn, Arch-duke
of Austria, and afterwards Emperor of Germnny

The Order was 1eeestablished by Lwperor
Charles, at Vienta, i 1513, and Philip the Fitih,
i Spawn, in 1721, both cratmmg the Grand Mase
teiship of the Oider, since wutcir time the Order
fas been conferied ai bota countries upon persons
distinguished for services 1endered o ther coun.
ties,

So honorable 1s the Order of the Golden Fleece,
that a Kmght ranks above ail persons but Prnces
ol the blosd, are exempt from all taxes, and were
peraniled o set covered in the presence of the
king, with other very great priviieges,

All Knigins of the Osder must be Roman Ca.
thohics, and it can be conferred on a Protestunt
nulv by u dispensation from the Pope,  The badge

S the Oxder s a Golden Fleece or Lamb with o
wold flint stone enmineled blww, on which 5 en.
graved the motto of the Order.

Tne collur of the

Order is composed of double steels, inlerwoven]
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cadidate 1s presented®

and Biabant, bemy the day of
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' with flint stones, emitting sparks of fire, enameled
w1 their proper colors, at the end of swhich hangs
{the Golden Fleece. On days of cetemuny the
, Knights wear a splendid costume : A robe of red
velvet, lined witli white silk, anda long purple
velvet mantle, hned with white satin, with a lor-
der embronlered with gold § acap of purple velvet,
with gold embroidering, tfrons which drops a piece
"of velvet, fastened to the shoulder § a plain band is
suspended trom the lefl of the cap; the shoes and
stuckings are ted.

The onmversary of the Order s celebrated at
Vieuna on $t. Audrew’s day, 15 that day fulls on
a week day, then 1t 1s celebrated on Sunday , when
all the Kmights go, in giand costume, 1 procession
to church, hear divine service, and then return to
their Chapter-room, where they dine,  On the day
of the Epipliany the Chapteris presided over by
the Emperor, At the conelusion, the Emperor,
piecuded by hus court and aceompanied by the
Kinghts, proceeds to the hall of the Knights, and
rakes his seat upon the throue, cach Kmyght taking
s stall  Then the candidates, who have been
waiting 1n an adjoming chamber, in the dress o
the Ovder, are led in by tte oldest Kmght, pre-
ceded by the Kinyg.ate-arms, and enter the hall of
ihe Kuights, The candidate is invested by the
Grand Masier with the Urder by three blows of
the sword. e then 1akes the oath of the Urder,
I'he Empetor with his own lhands then puts the
coltar round Ins neck, and embraces him, wlich
cereniony is repeated by all the Kmghts ; after
which ull the Kmights roturn to the Grand Chapter-
toum, whete the newly-received Knights occupy
their allotteC stalls,  Any busmess of importauce
1s then transacted, and the Chapter 18 closed,

Thuis 1s a condensed account of the Urder of the
Gotden Fleece, which, so often told to the cundis

> date at his inthiation, is nothing compared to the

 Lamb.shin 1 pomt ot antiquity. Of course, { do
not pretend to say anything to the severse, but
hope, as the subject 18 ow opened, .ome one else
wilt have somettung to say on the subject which
will iuterest your readets more than this sh it and
imperfect article possibly can.— Voice of Masvnry,

M ASONIC.

We learn that the Godfrey De Bouillon En.
can pment of the Royal, Exalted, Rebgious und
Mittary Osder of Masome Kuights ‘Femplar, up-
der the junsdiction of the Grand Coticlave of Eng-
Land sud Wales, has been for come tine past es-

i tablished 1 this city,~—Un Friday last, the annua.
wstallation of officers_took place, the caremony
was peiformed by Ewmment 81z Kut,, Captu
‘Chompson Wilson of London, C. W, ‘The tol.
lowing are the names ot the Officers:
Eminent Sir Knt., Thomas B, Harris, Eminent
Cuimmander,
Col. W. M. Wilson, Past %
Col. Geo. W. Wnitchead,
Prelate.
Charlee Magill, 1st Captain
Commanding Columins.
Dougal Mclams, 2nd Captain
Cominanding Columas,
Thoines McCiracken, Regus-

” ki

" i

H

| “

trar,
Robert J. Huamilton, Trea-
surer,
M. F. Shaler, Expert. -
Ohiver Gable, Alwouer,
Jno. W. Muiton, Captamn ol

Lines.
S. B, Cumpbell, 1st Herald,
Withum Lrwiu, 2ud Heralo,
Juo. Morrison, Equerty.
~—Hamilton Spectator.
| An Eastern editor, heads his list of births, mur-
niages, and deaths—* Hatched, Matched, anid Dis-
patched.’?

A vounc lady was discharged from one of the
Jargest vinegar houses in Boston, fast week, be.
cause she was s sweet that she kept the vigeger

‘fiom fermenung. A sour old maid 18 wanted to
fill her place,

ot “*

A

WVAAAAAAAAAAAASAAAAS S
A FRAGMENT OF HISTORY,
BY TUE M. W. AND HON. JOHN L. LEWIS, I,

In No. 26 of the ¢ Tatler” for Thursday, June
9th, 1709, occms this passage, speaking of a
class of men called Pretty Fellows

“You sce them accost each other with effemi-
oate airs; they have their sigus und tokens hike
Freeuasous; they ruil st womankind,” ele.

I do niot remember of ever having seen the pas-
sage quoted ; but the entire paper from which it
15 pelected beass indisputable evidences of the pue
culjar style of its writer, Sir Richatd Steele, one
of the wits of Queen Anne’s time—~a mun aboyt
town, an) a close observer of everytling: transpi-
sing in Loudon in his day,

1t was a Javorite position of the Anti-masonie
wreiters thirty years ugo, and it is asserted and bee
lieved at the present time, by thote who agree
with them in sentiment, that Freemasonry hud its
origin in 1717 (eight yeurs after the dale of the
paper in question,) at the time of the revival of
the Giand Lodge; that previous to that time its
only existence was sn the company or guild of
opaative masons, styvled free, becsuse they were
freemen of London ; and that the seciet language
of he Craft was invented;in 1717 by Payne, De-
saguliers, Anderson, and their associates,

‘The sentence, therefore, 18 imp rtantin its hear.
ing upon the listory ot the Fratermity ot the come
mencement of the eighteenth century, and there is
someth ng more in 1t than & bare alluston,

The witer 1saddressing a misceilaneous publie,
and 1s giving, in his usual lively style of descrip.
tion, mixed with good humored satie, an account
of a band of London dandies and loungers, whom
he terms 1n the quaint language of the day, Pret.
ty Fellows. He desciives therr effininucy and
gossip; aud to giving Ius readers the best idea that
they were a closely allied commumty, represents
them as having % signs und tokens lthe “Freema.
sons.” Of course, he would employ 1 this, us
ev: 1y other of his essays, such langunge us would
convey the clearest and sinplest idea to the mind
of s readers, 1t 18 couceivable, therefure, if
Freemasonry was a novelly, that he would con-
tent himsell with this rimple reference,

Signs and tokens are spoken of 1n the same
techuical language which 18 employed ut tie pre.
sent tne, vud as being something pecubarly Ma-
sonie.  What olbier toctety ever had its sigus ex.
cept Masons and therr modern imitatons ¢ L w hat
other, even in modern societies, except the Ma-
somic, is the grip termed ¥ u tokenn.”  Wher,  Sir
Richard dteele was a Mason, 1 do ot know, but
1 do know that, in the extract | Lave gven, he
speaks of these signs and tokens as watters s ell
known und weli undersivod by the public in his
lay as belonging 1o a patticular class of men, [t
is left for the imtelligent inquirer 1o ascettain how
long wnd how widely suchu custom must have eve
isted and extended, to render such a bnet and
puinted reference 1o them wtelligible 1o the public
at large, or even to & mete Lowton publie,  Cer-
tuinly 1t must have resched back to & pentod prior
lo the commencement of the century, und at a
lime, too, when Musonry, as descitbed by its own
his'orians, as well s its enemies, had fullen into
aeglect and disuse under the Grand Masteiship of
Sir Chnistopher Wren, and hence cluimed o par~
ticular attention from the public to attract notice
to its pecali. rities, .

Again: they ure spoken of as ¢ Freemasons,”
and not tnerely ¢ masons” or artificers in stone, and
brick and mortar; and this, 100, like the signs and
tokens, is unuccompunied by a single woid of ex-
planation. If it meant operctive masons onl{,
treemen of the guild or corporation, why should
the componnd word be used, connectedly, as in
the origin, by a hyphen? (1 quoie, by the way,
from au edinon of the Taller, published in Loie
don in 17835.) ,Whiy nut say Fiee-carpenters or
Free-saiths us wall?

But it is needless 1o urge this question further,
The conclusion torces irresistibly upon the mind
of ever y candid and intelligent person, that there
existed in London in 1709, and fer a long time be-
fore, u society known as the Free-masons, having
cettain distinet modes of recogoition, and that



