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the sane size and of the sane disposition, and were
as well matched a team, all things considered, I think,
as cin bc found in Canada, and were prize.takers
evey year since they wcre foaled, laving taken four-
teen first prires by the time that one was two and the
other three years old. Thcy had never been beaten
previously, and have since taken prizes every year as
a draught tean, taking first prize four years at Penin-
sular Fait nt Chatham, and beat the tean that took
first at London in 1883 four different times, twice
when the latter only got third. They were about a
hand higher and four hundred poutnds heavier than
the mare and colt, being 3,600 Ibs. in weight, and se
-much superior in looks that it is no wonder it caused
a good deal of comment among the spectators, as was
stated. Thcn to add insult ta injury, he says one of
the other teain was shghtly unsounri. And right
lcre I would say I am willing ta allow any
veterinary surgeon to eximine theni, and if
lie pronounces cither of them unsound in any
way or says they are not a better team than
the teamn they gave the prize ta, I wid then acknowl-
edge that I am net a judge of a sound horse or a
draught tcam. But I still claim th .t there is no two-
year-old colt, no matter how well matured, can futi a
place in a draught team, for a draught tean ought ta
be ablelo do any kind of hcavy work. And if a horse
buyer comes [rom the States here to buy horses for
draught work, he will pay twenty-five per cent. more
for a horse that is eight years old than he will for a
two.year.old colt ; and the reason he will give you is,
that nearly one half of the colts become unsound if
put to hatd work before they attaitn the status of a

orse at ail, and have to be sold at a loss, as they are
then unfit for hard work, while the aged horse goes
on and cearns his price with a good margin for profit.

Vhen I hought these sane mares, one at two and the
other at three years old, I bought then very much
cheaper than I could have donce had they been
matured horses, although they weighed thenl on Bow-
manville market scales 3,25o lbs. Mr. Robert Beith, in
looking then over in my uwn stable three years after-
wards pronounced them worth eight hundred dollars,
just twice the amount paid for t hem when two and
three years old. I have taken prizes on horses
in each and every year since 1866, and on as many as
six, seven and eight horses, different years, at the
:ounty fair at Chatham, that is, on ail the horses I
then owned, and I exhibited ten horses and colts at
East Kent fall fair in 1886, and took a prize on each
of them. This was the first time I ever refused to
accept the award of the judges ; and had I considered
it at ail reasonable judgment given, I would then have
been willing to accept the award of the judges.

I do not believe in controversy through the public
press, but I considered it my duty to reply to the letter 1
referred ta, as I considered il wasa httle too personal.
Hoping I have not trespassed on your space in the
length of my reply, I would ask, was the actiona just
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The Sbire Horse.

(First Paper.l
The origin of this breed, the roundation of ail heavy

draught boises, is lwrt in the vista of time. One of
the eatliest accouni ;,e have of England is given by
Julius Cxsar, anti there must have been an immense
number of horses in the country at that time, as in
bis de be//o Gallico, Liber v., he mentions that " Cas.
sioellannus, one of the British chiefs, after his defeat
on the Thames by Cxsar, sent away the greater part
of bis forces, having given up ail hopes of naking a
successful stand against the Romans, tut retaned
about 4,oco chariots for the purpose of harrassing
them." Ca!sar, however, gives no description of the
horses thenselves, Lut they must necessarily have
been possessed of considerable strength and s-ze to
have drawn the heavy chariuts lver a country densely
wooded and destitute of roads. Youatt is evidently
of opinion that a heavy breed of horses was exist
ent at that time. There is, however, direct. evidence
of t'he existence of such a breed in the reign of Henry
IL. FilzStephen, who lived at that time, in giving

an account of a horse markect held aI Smithfield, ex.
pressly mentions "horses for the carl, dray, and
plough are ta be found here," showing that at that
period there wee animais suited for the purposes of
heavy drauglit. ln aIenry the Eighth's reign it will
be found that particular attention was directed ta the
raising and breeding of strong horses, and laws were

passed specially with that object. To secure the
strength and sire desired it was thought necessary ta
select sires and dams of a certain size and mould ;
and mares and staillions were only permitted to breed
under certain restrictions, se in the ycar 1541 (32
Ilcnry VIll., cap. 13), il was enacted "That no per-
son should put m any forest, chase, moor, heath,
common or waste (where mares and fillies are used
te be kept), any entire horse above the age of two
years net being 15 hands high, within the sbires and
territories of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Bucking.
ham, Iluntingdon, Essex, Kent, South Hampshire,
North Wiltshire, Oxford, Berkshire, Worcester,
Gloucester, Sonerset, South Wales, Bedford War-
wick, Southampton, Yorkshire, Cheshire, Staf.
fordshire, Lancashire, Salop, Leicester, Hereford,
and Lincoln." This statute served ta build up what
bas since coine te be called the breed of the Shire
ilorse, and was passed in order te obtain a larger and
more powerful breed of horses for the purposes of
war, ta carry knights in heavy armor for tourna.
ments, etc., and for the various pageantswhich formed
a part of ail grand State solemnties, as well as for
cavalry and military purposes. Blundeville, who lived
in the reign of Elizabeth, describes the majority of
horses at that time as beng "strong, sturdy beasts,
fit only for slow draught." There are aiso still in ex-
istence a few old standard works which make refer-
ence te a distinct breed of English cart horse, notably
a work by the Duke of Newcastle, publbshed n 1658,
entitledI "The manner of feedtng, dressing and train-
ing of horses for the great saddile, and fitting hi for
the service in the field in time of war, etc.' which
make mention of the " cart horse," and when Arthur
Young wrote his work in the latter part of the last
century describing his tours through the counties of
England and Scotland, se mentions only two varie.
ties of cart horses as deservng attention-Shire
herses, the produce principally of the Shire counties
in the heart of England, and the sorrel-colored Suf-
folk Punch, for which the sandy tract of country near
Woodbridge is famous. King John imported roo
stallions of the Flemish breed, and these were proba.
bly crossed with sne of the hcavy native breed, to
whatextent it is of course impossible ta say, but the
resuits werc presumably net a success, as a German
merchant, who had imported sone Flanders horses on
a speculation, besought and obtained special permis.
sion fron Edward 111 te re-export them, the expor-
tation of horses at that time being strictly prohibited.
At a later period another infusion of Flemish blood
was tried, but for the last hurdred years the Sbire
breed bas been preserved free fron intermixture with
other breeds, or indccd with any alien bleod what-
ever The Sbire horse, or tie Black Cart Horse, as
he was formerly called, bas always been highly es.
teemed in England, especially in the counties of
Leicester, Northampton and Lincoln, and the neigh-
boring shires, wherc, such was the pride sene men
took in their teanis, that there is a recoid of an old
agreement by which the farniers in the parish of Dima-
meswold in L-icestershire, bound themselves not ta use
mares ; and sane with a laudable disdain of the geld-
ing, only employed stallions. Cully, speaking of this,
says, " The vanty of the farmers in the south in re-
gard ta their teans is most extraordinary. I have in

Berkshire and the neighborhood several limes met
a narrow-wlheeled wagon with six stallions, one be.
ft.e another, the first horse, besides having on a hluge
bridle covered with fringe and tassels enough ta half
load a common Yorkshire cart horse, has six bels
hung to it, the next five, and se on ta the last which
hps only one. And il is really diverting te sec with
what a conceited air the driver struts and brandishes
his long whip." The prevailing colors of Shire stal-
lions living in the first quarter of the present century
were black, brown and grey, the black predominating
over theother color<,so much se that theEasternCoun.
ties horse was known as the Black Lincolnshire Herse.
In Staffordshire the prevailing color was brown, and
grey horses appear ta have been common in counties
south of Derbyshire and Staffordshire. It is only
within recent years that the Sbire horse bas obtained
a world-wide reputation. The want of, or rather the
little known title of the " old English Black Horse "
bas led uninitiated breeders and buyers for expert ta
believe that an un-named animal could not possibly
be pure-bred. In the year 1878 the English Cart
Horse Society was established, and from that date
the breed began ils still increasing popularity in every
quarter of the globe. In iSSo the society held their
first show, which lias been held annually ever since
with increasing succes. In the saine year the first
volume of the stud book was published. In the dis-
cusion as ta the titte, a considerable number of the
members being opposed ta the adoption of the appel-
lation " Sbire Horse," it was resolved ta leave il to
the option of individuai owners te use the terni or
net The society changed its name in 1S84 and took
the title of the " Shire Horse Society," estabshed tIo
promote the old English breed of cart herses. In
1885 the society wisely decided that all horses select-
ed for honors at their annual shows should undergo a
more se archirg and complete inspection than bad pre.
viously been adopted, and that this important duty
should be relegated ta a jury of not less than
three qualified veterinary surgeons, one of whom
should hold or have held a distinguished position at
one of the vetcrinary schools, the cther two ta be
selected by the counucil of the society from four veter-
inary practitioners of eminence, te be nominated by
the professer se chosen. By tibs means the Shires
are rapidly being cleared of sidebtones, ringbones and
oliter diseased forms of hereditary unsoundness. The
Shire horse varies very much in sire, style and char'
acter, in the different counties of England, occasioned
no doubt by the nature of the soil and food and the
requirements of the different localities : the heaviest
dray horses being bred in the Cens of Cambridgeshire,
Huntingdonshire and Lincolnshire. Black, bay and
brown are the prevailing colors of the Sbire horse of
the present day, the two latter colors being the most
popular with importers to ibis continent, though there
are many chestnuts, greys and roans, the last being a
great favorite with draymen both in Liverpool and
London.

For the selection of breeding animais Mr. G. M.
Sexton gives the following detinition of a Shire stal-
lion: "There arc few pointsofgreaterimportance than
his feet ; they should be ratier large than small, the
sole concave, the hoof black. The forelegs should
stand straight, neither turning inwards or outwards.
The natural position of the toc should be immediately
underneath the point o-f the shouider. The forclegs
te the knec should possess well-developed muscles
projecting considerably at the forearm, which should
be sroderately lorg to give good walkng action. The
kneesandfetiocks should be large and flat ; the pastern
joints moderately long and gradually expanding in an
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