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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

THE ALPACA,

Ite Naturalisation in the Dritish Ieles considered
as a National Benefit, and as an Oljectof im-
mediate Utlsty to the Farmer and Manufac-

turer. i

By William Waiton. DBlackwood & Sons,!

Ed:nburgh, )

For most of our cultivated plants, and indeed for |
many of our domeatic animalx alzo, we are indebt-
ed to other conntries ' Whth regard to the former, |
the history of theie introdurtinn 18 in many cages |
well eatablishad in detadl 3 but 1t w ro lonyr sinee |
the Tatest of them, the Patata. the Turnip. or the
Mangold Wurzel, or Carrat for matance, was |
firat cultiveted in our country, that farmers have ?
fairly settled down into the hebief that thev musat ¢
make the best of the subyecta thev have on hand. ¢
tor that Nature has nothing farther in her stores !
siited, in onr elimate, for the wants of man or !
beagt  And with regard to the latter the intro- |
duction of the verv lateet dates so much farther!
back, that we mmmat estimate the prejdice as

t

stronger atill which seouts at the wea of any for-

ther addition heing made to our stock of dowmestic
animals from the liara of other ecountries OF
course, in speaking of this universal prejudiee, we
allude simply to the generality of those who at
present occupy and cuitivate our soil, and who

knowing the grounds upon which it reata
general notion fo the coatrary. that a us~tal addi-
animals.

whirh has been campiled from various quartersin

farming of the hilly diatricts of the kingdem. Thia
animal is indigenous in the mountainous regions
of Peru where two domesticated species of it ao-

—to which we at present allude. is 2 wool-bear-

ing animal, and of it large flocks were formerly to Australia,a country whichunot manv years ago
possessed by the Incas, sovereigns in former days possessed no quadruped but the kangaroo, and yet,
' notwithstanding its many peculianties of climate,

of that eountry, and by other wealthy inhabitants
of it ‘The climate of the distriets in whveh this
anima! flourishes is desoribed by Mr Walton as
follows ‘—

# The woolly natives possess a hardiness of con-
stitation, and a pecubianty of sirucinre, adnurably
well adapted 1o the nature of thear buih-place —
There, dunng halfthe year, snow ans’ hail fall in-
eessantly, wiulst in the higher regions, as before
noticed, nearly every night the thennometer falls
below the freezing point, and the peaks, conse-
quently, are constanily covered with an accumu-
lation of 1ce. The wet season succceds” &ec.

On the apphicability of the Alpaca to our soil |
and circumstances, we quute the fullowing re-
marks :— |

¢ The hardy nature nnd contented disposition
of the Alpaca, cause 1t to adapt iteelf to alinost
any soil or situation, provided the heat s not op- -
pressive, and the air pure.  The best proct »fits |
hardiness is its power to endure cold, damp, hun-
ger, and thirst, visaicitudes to which 1t 1sconstant-
'y exposed onats native moantans : winle 113 gen-
tte and docile quahties are evinced 1n 1ts general
habits of affection towards 1te keeper  No am-
mal in the creation is 1+ss affected by the changes '
of climate and food, nor 13 there any one to be
found more easity domiciliated than this, It fares
well white feeding below the snowy mantle which
envelops the sunmts, and for several months in
the year clothes the sidea of the Andes It as--
cends the rugeed and rarvely tradden mountain
path with perfect safety, sometintes climbing the
shppary cram in scarch of food, and at others -
stinctively secking 1t on the heath, or in rocky
dells shatter-d by the wantery s*arm , at the same
time that, when descending, 1t Labituntes itself to
the wet and dreary ring2e on the lowlands, <o’
long as it 18 not exposed to the intense rays of tho !
SR, |

{18 niever so anclement or so vanable ason the

From the American Farmer.

MANURES.
A Prize Essoy, W S L. Dana—Concluded.

« Many of our northern hillz would try the con-
stitution of ony sheep, and yet there the weaiher

Cordilferas of Peru. With zo meny advantages,
why then ehail not the Alpaca have an opportu-
mty of competing wath the black-faced sheep, the
only breed ¢hat canexist n those wild and inhos-
puabic lands?  Of the two, the stranger would
fare best on scanty and scattered food, at the same
ume atfording to the owner a far better remune-
raton.”

SECTION THIRTEENTIL
Manures composed chiefly of Mould.

These arc of vegettble or amimal ongin,  And
first, of enunal mould. Xere we shall find, that
we come, perhaps, better prepared to understand
i this part of our subject, than ether of the preced-
ing clusses. We have explamned the pnnciples
which enabie us to understand why it 18 that ame
i mal and vegetable substances produce, by decay,
,idvnucal matters. The only difference conmms
yin the quantity of these matters. Let me here,
\ readery call to your remembrance the facts we
, sinted respecung the two classes of foud, and the
R r , two classes of eubstances formed from that food
duce ju Alpaca wool  And it appears from the by animais. A certain portion of that food con-
experience of several gentlemen who have smal!| 2,58 none of that puncipic which forms ammona.
fluchs, that, when its habits ghall be thorough'y ‘ This portion of foud makes fat. Another poruon

The Alpaca wael is nt present uzsed largely in
British manafactares Mr Walton estimates the
quantity hithertc consumed since its introduction !
in 1832 at 12,000,800 ha  The price of it varies
from 1s Bd to 2a 6d, per b, and the vvernge
weight of the fleece may be put at 10 Jha  Were
the animal fairly nataralised on some of our bleak -
eat hill districts, such 1and would 20on incresze in
value from the increased worth of its annual pro-

undesstoud, little difficulty will be experienced in

dving o The fullowing is a statement by Mr
. Surling, of Craigbarnet Place, Lennoxtown, Glas-

gow—a gentleman better qualified to speak on the

Isub;ect than any onc we could name —

t  «T can have no doubt that. when the subject is
form their opimen prohably without very well better understoad, the animal itzelf better known,
'and a tore expeditious method contrived to’
There is every probability. notwithstanding the ' hring them to Britain, we shall have thonsands

When known, their dorihty, their tem-

tion will ghertly be made to ourstock of domestic perate habits, their hardiness, and, T may add,’
The Alpaca, from the expr-ience of it their easy keep.will ere long hring them into ~en-
I can answer without the fear of be-
this country by Mr Whalton, really s+ems likely ‘ing contradicted, that they will thrive and breed
hereaiter to play an important part in the ateek- ' in Reotland, equal. if not superior to our native

of them

' eral notice

black-faced sheep”

I To those who would laugh at the idea ofbring- 8¢is 10 manare.
cur. The one receiving the name of Llama is'ng over here, and domesticating on our hills, a
used as a benst of burden ; the other—the Alpaca ' Peravian camel or sheep—for the Alpaca has

' praperties in common with both—we would point

13 now thickly peopled with our sheep and oxen

But the quesuon must not be left to generahties
' of thiz kind—the expenence of a few short years
"on the larger scale, which expected importations

wil! enable, will determane it satisfactorily ; and if,

as w all probability will be the case, the Alpaca
should become one of our domestic animals, the

beat thanks of the country will be due to Nr

Walton for the pereevering enorgy with which he
His
hank ia an excecedingly interesting and neatly got
up little valume, and will, we doubt not, prove 2

has preased the subject on public attention

"useful publication.

j ot food comtains ithe substance which forms am-
ymoma. This part of the food forms flesh and
blood, and the other parts of the body, skin, hoir,
{feathers, bnstles, wool, homns, hoofs, nmils and
sclaws, thews and sinews. Now, when a body
I dies and decays, the mould which it forms will be
rich manure, or poor manure, just in proportion as
1t contains more or less of the substances formed
out of that portion of food which furnishes flesh
and blood. The fat, therefore, in animal mould,
plays a very infenor part to thatacted by the flesh
and blood. In a word, as I wish to dismuss the
fatty matters from our present consideration, I may
do this, reader, by stating to you, all that you need
kuow, that in decay, fat forms chiefly carbonic
jacid.  If, therefore, you call to mind what we have
.said about the action of that, you will see how fat
But the flesh and blood, and the
substances formed from it, give precisely the same
things as vegetables do when they decay, that is,
water, mould, and salts. The greatdifierence be~
tween the decay of ammal and vegetable matters,
18 this, that as the animal bodics are far ncher in
the substance, which forms ammonia, 2o they afe
ford n ncher source of manure  The ammal body
contains that element, m quantity enough, not onl
to fill the pores of 1ts own mould, but also emmgg
t» 1mpregnate a large quantty of mauld from other
swrees. The vegetable body, on the contrary,
contans scarcely enough ammoma to fill its own
monld. Vegetables difier 1n the quantities of the
elements of tood, which can farmish flesh and blood,
and hence these vegeatables arc best for manure,
which furmish most ammonia, We have already
remarked on the difference, 1 tlus respect, be-
tween, straws, grasses, and clover. Bat without
gomg further into this compansen, which can Lave

no other practical beanng, than to show you the
ymmense difference in value, :1n ammal and vege-
table bedies. i forming manure, we may here re-
solve the subject into onc great pnnciple. The
substance which forms flesh and blood, whether
derived from plants or animals,alone formsammo-
nia during their decay, and the mould thence ari-
sing, 18 rich or poor manure, Just in proportion as
1t contamns the sabstance, fit to form flesh and
. . . blood. Starting from this pnnciple, we find that
in some portions of this country. The ammal substances, as flesh, fish, fowl, the body
wool from this animal is highly prized gencrally, including its various forms of covering,
o hair, wool, feathers, nails, hoofs, horns, claws, &c.
for manufacturing purposes, and is exten- afford, n the process of decay, about ten times
sively used i Briain. We therefore mo:e ammonta, than the straws and grasses usual~
.y . . ly entenng mto the compost heap. The animal
think it a subject worthy the attention of  podies gwve more volatle alkali, than their mould
the Canadian farmer, and trust that some can contain. ) .
[ cate 1 take tl canpy | L1 gnen off in such quantity that decay is ra<
oue ol enterprise Will take the neeessary o djy hasiened. All the signs of putrefaction,
steps to introduce them. Would it not|thercfore, rapidly take place. The quanuty of

. . mould being small, nothing holds the volatile
be o wise expen(?nure of moncey, for 'our parts, they escape and are lost. Now common
agricultural societies, to give sufficient

sense and practical foresight have stepped in hers,
encouragement to this business to have it from tme immemonul, and taught mankind the
fairly tested ?

Tue Arraca.—~We rccommend the
forcgoing remarks upon the Alpaca or
Peruvian sheep, to the careful attention
of our readers. It appears that the Al-
paca does best in high lands and a cold
climate, and it would doubtless do well

necesauty and the utihty of preventing the waste of
the volatilc and most valuable parts of the decsy-



