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LETTER 11I.

T shall commence this number with an
extract from an excellent work, ¥Walder-
spin’s Early Discipline :— A strange idea
is entertained by many, that education un-
fits persons for labour, and renders them
dissatisfied with their condition in hife. But
what would be said, w_re any of the powers
of the body in a certamn case disused?
Suppose a man were to place a bandage
over his right eye—to tie up one of his
hands—or to attach a ponderous werght to
one of his legs——and, when asked tho cause,
were toreply : that the glance of that cye
might make him covetous—that s hand
might pick his neighbour’s pocket—or that
his Zeet might carry him ito evil company
—ntight it not be fairly replied, that his
members were givon 1o use, and not to
ahuges~that their abuse is no zrgument
against their use, and that thus suspension
of their action was just as contrary to the
wise and benevolent purpose of the Crra-
TOR, as their wrong and guilty application 1
And docs thiis reasoning fail when applied
to the mind ? Is not the unemployed men-
tal faculties as opposed to the advantage of
the individual as the unused physica: gow-
er? Can the difference between mind and
matter gverturn the extraordinary principles
of reasoning and of morals? Bes.des, how
is man to be prepared for the duues he has
to discharge? By mere attention to his
body? Impossible. The mind must be
enlightened and disciplined; and if this be
neglected, the man rises Lat hLttle in char-
acter above the beasts that pensh, and is
wholly vaprepared for that state to which
he ought to have aspired.” In these ideas
I most cordially concar, and I steadfastfully
believe that there is no means of teaching
men to know themselves, what they are
capable of doing, what they ought to do,
and how they can best accumplish what
they have to do, than by a useful educa-
tion, corstantly exercised durig Lte, at
every. fittipg opportumty, by good reading.
If this be not the surest means to ostabhsh
nnrhtprmcxples in man—to mstruct hima n
his duty—to make hum industrious m lus
calling—ambitions to prowide for himself,
and all those who have clums on lus pro-
tection, as much of reascnable enjoyment
a8 possible—in fact, to teach him to do all
that he may have to do, better than he could
have done, without education, 1t is in vain
thatwe should go to schodl, or waste our
time at “Book-lcarning.”

The Crraror axp GIver oF arn Goob,
has endowed man with faculties suttable to
his condition, and though these facultjes
may ol be given in equal measure to all,
or in some cases, from accidental circum-
atances, may not be so full or perfect 1n one

as in another, yet, with, I belicve, few ex-
coptions, tho faculties are capablo of being
improved by a proper educativn, to suit vur
circumstances, and enable every man wheo
exercise them properly, to fill his station in
society, with credit to himself, and if not in
all cases, with advantage to the community,
at least, without injury to them. We know
by experience, that all men do not possess
equzl natural abilities, and cannet attan to
the same degree of knowledge by educa-
tion, but most men may acqmire what is ne-
ceasary to cnable him to perform all his
duties  with satisfaction to himself and
othera.

1t hag often been observed to me, that
education was by no means nccessary to a
farmer whe followed the plough, and had to
juin constantly in all the other labours of
agniculture ; that 1t did not reyquire much
reading to mstrict men to plough, to dig,
to sow, to plant, or harvest. Itistrue, an
.uncducated man wmay perform all these
works as a machine might do, but he is not
capable, m all cases, and under every cir-
cumstance, of understanding the most pro-
per and judicious mode of executing these
works, and of doing all that ought to bo
done, so that tho most favourable results
shall be obtained at the least possible ox-
pense of labour or sk to the safety of the
crops. A farmer who cmploys labourers,
and 13 himself rractically educated and qua-~
hified to direet the labour of others m every
department of agriculture to the best ad.
vautage, may have Ius work doene in the
most perfect menzer, notwithstanding that
there should not be one of those he em-
ployed who understood the alphabet. He
pught direct and move them as he would a
machine, though they should be perfectly
ignorent of every thing connected with the
art of agriculture, except the knowledge of
labour which they had learned by imitation.
But, let us suppose, that the person who
has to direct the labour of others on his
tarm is uneducated, and not even well in-
structed in the practice of agriculture—has
never had an opportunity of reading, or
hearing of the valaable mformation that has
been publislied on the unprovement of the
art of agricuiture, the breeding and manage-
ment of stock, and various other matters
connected with lus protession. How can
such a man be qualified to gwide himself, or
direct others to profit or advantage? I
cannot be, nor never has been.

After 2 good deal of observation, and
some experience, in the O}d Country ang
in Canada, I am fully persuaded that it is
necessary to understand perfectly the theo-
ry and practice of agriculture, in order to
practice the art properly, and at the same
time, witn the advantag- i is capable of.
A man of capital, though he should be sgno-
rant of the practical part of farming, may,
by employing qualified farm-servants, have
all the work executed in the most scientific
style ; but I have reason fo believe that
this Xind of farming is not the most profit.
able in this, orin any other country. 1 look

Lupon farming as a regular profession that

requires to be underatood theoretically and
practically . and those who wiil practice 1t
without vemg duly quahfied, may expect
that suceess that a man would have in-any
other profession, of the theory and practice
of which he was wholly ignorant. Thete
may be exceptions to this gencral rule, but
I belicve « they arc fesy and 1ar between.”

Good management in husbandry, is that
which will produce annually, from a giwvon
qugntity of land, the greatest or most valu-
able product, at the least oxpense, and at
the samo time not exhaust the soil. This
is what I understad to be profitable and suc-
cessful farming, both for the individual and
for the whole commumty. A famer, under
such circumstances, will have it in his pow-
er, with all those who are dependant on
him, to enjoy a Jarger portion of the com-
forta and conveniences of life, than those
who raise only a scanty produce ; and being
able to purchase and consume more of the
necessarics and conveniences of life, he
contributes towards the profits of othex
clagses not agricultural. A farmer who ean
thus successfully practice lus art, may well
consider humself at the head of all other
professions, in uséfulness in every way, be-
cause he furnishes the means by hich
alone commerce and every other busincss ig
carrted on. Were farmers only to producg
what was necessary for the support of their
own class, no othertrade or profession cou?d’
exist in the world. Is it desirable ﬂxen,
that every agriculturist should be capa‘bla
of practici iz his profession in the most par,.
fect and pmﬁ&ablé manner, so that land and
stock shall yicld the largest returns, that,
judicious cultivation and management will
give? 1f this w “devoutly to be wished;"
the only way to accomplish it is, by encour
aging and promoting useful education among
the agricultural class by every pos.ible
means.

By reading-the many excellent works on
agriculture, that are published in-Britain,
France, the Nethorlands, and other placés,
farmers will bo cble, with their practical
experience, to attain a-useful knowledge of
their profession. And by reading other
good books, they will make themselves ac-
quainted with men and things, of other
countries, their manners and habits; and
thus they will obtain by degrees a pequgt ,
kuowledge of what they ought to do,in .
every circumstance, and how to do it. L,
know it is by such means they will acquire.
a taste for. improved agriculture, aud fors:
the reasonable enjuyments of life, without,
which, improvement w !l never advance one
step. Persons may feel very well content -
with their situation and:circumstances, and
want none of the actual necessaries of cx-
istence. Bat the question is, could their
situation and circumstances be xmprovea,
and what are considered the means of hap.
piness augmented, by a better and moré”,

.perfect knowledge of their professmn, which -

they might attam? 1 would almost say,
that it was sinful for persons go circum.
stanced to remain contented, if they were
sensible of the fact, that their condition waa




