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emigrants arriving on our shores, yet many of all
classes of our resident population have becomeits
victims.

Another cavse of deep regret must be the war
in wluch the prneipal nations ot Lurope are
ombroiled, and which hagalready resulted in the
profuse etlusion of huma, bleod. Itis neverthe-
less gratifying to know that the British Flag
which has so long ¢ Braved the Battle and the
Breeze,”’ is once more unfurled, aud in connec-
tion with France, sustaining the side of right and
justice—defending the oppressed against the
Oppressor.

As the gentlemen who have previously occu-
}:ied the Presidential Chair of this In<titution,

ave been thuse possessing a thutvugh huowledge
of the agriculture of the Province, and all branclies
connected with it, they have left me but narrow
limits uwpon which to address you at this time,
even had my acquaintauce witf\ its theory aud
practice been much more extensive. |

The Government has been pleased to wrant
the usual amount of one thousand pounds to
assist in carrying forward the operations of the
Association.  The Canada Company continues
to act with its usual munificence, and Baron de

- Longueuil has generously offered a Laadsome
prize for the best Hereford Bull. -

I am happy to notice that liberal premiums
continue to be awarded by the Socicty, for the
best essays on Agricultural subjeets from all the
different counties which have ot yet successfully
competed. The collection of prize essays will
be highly valuable as a book of reference.

An examination of the Annual Prize List will
readily show that the Association is extending
its liberality, in increasing the number and
amount of 1ts premiams, and including every-
thing to which they should be awarded in our
present infant state.

The Town of London and the Counties of Mig-
dlesex and Elgin have set a nuble example, 1h
contributing funds to insure the success of the
Exhibition, and I hope that other sections of
‘Canada may follow them in this respect.

The business and profession of the farmer is
beginning to assume the commanding position to
which it is justly entitled, and I believe that our
enlighlenei young men are fast yielding up their
prejudices against it. It is obviously the case
that when merchants, manufacturers, and pro-
fessional men acquire fortunes 1n their diilerent
avocations, they usually retire to farms of greater
.or less extent. A great proportion of the good
men of all ages have followed farming from early
life, and to none can the hiberties of a country be
-entrusted with more safety than to its agricaltural
population; at the same time, 1t 13 necessary
that every class of the community should be fully
represented in our Legislative halls.

1 beg to quote from a speech of the hon. Wm.
C. Ruves, ot Virgima, delivered b%fore the New
York State Agncultural Society last alituma, the
following statement, viz. :—

« That when, 1n 1840, the whole population of
the United States amounted to a hittle more than
17,000,000, an etfective force of 4,629,297 was

employed in the pursuits of agriculture, manufae-
tures and commerce, of that nutaber 3,719,951 or
80 4-19 per cent., were engaged in azriculture;
781,749, or 17 1-10, in manutactures; and 117,
1607, or 2 3-10 per cent., in commeree,  Though
these proportions may have varied somewhat
since, and will doubtless comtinue to vary, ina
greater or less degiee, from time to time, yet
nothing is more certain than that for agesto
come, agniculture will be the closen ovecupation
of a large majority of the republican people of
America.” '

In the following paragraph he goes on to state:

¢ That while azricult.re employs, and must
long continue to employ, much the Jargest por-
twon of Amencan labwr, it alsu connibutes by its
products, much the largest amouut to the sum of
the Natioual income, wea'th. The whole annual
produce of industry of every kind in 1810, has
been estimated by a learned and ingenious sti.
tist, drawing his conclusions from a document to
which I have just referred, (Professor Tucker,
on the progress of the United States,) at the suw
total of $1,063,134,736 of which $684,387,587
were derived from agriculture; $239 536,194
from manufactures; and $79,271,068 from com.
merce; and the balance from mining, the forests,
and the fisheries combined.”

I thiuk I am safe in sayiug that the agriculture
of the United States has since that time fully
kept pace with its commerce, manufactures, and
other sources of revenue, from the talent, expe-
rience, and research of its great ren, which have
been brought to bear upon it as well from the
opening up of the Western States, although the
influx of the precinus metals from California and
Australia, will have a tendency to alter the rela-
tive propoition to their revenues.

From a glight review of the census of Canads
in 1851, it may be stated that the effective force
of Upper Canada amounts to a little more thag
two hundred and tweuty thousand, of which mors
than one-third are farmers, about one-third are
laborers, of which class nearly all will soon be
added to our agricultural population, the remain-
ing third includes the lberal professions, the
merchants, manufactures, and all other classesl
of the community, a large proportion of whon!
occupy our farms.

I have to apologize for quoting from a speect
lately. made by the American Minister, at the
Court of St. James, before the Royal Agriculturs]
Society of England. He stated that the annud
product of the United States is :—

¢« Two million bales of Cotton.

Two houdred millivn pounds of Tobacco.

Two haudred million pounds of Rice.

Oue hundred million bushels of wheat.

And, six hundred milliun bushels of Maize ¢
Indian Corn.”

The United States contained, according to thf
census of 1850, a populatiun of more than twenty
three millions, I believe three millions are slaves
We should certainly - think favorably of Canad
when we find that, although it does not produ
rice, except the indigenous kind, and corn onls
to alimited extent, which mught, nevertheless




