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THE IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE.

BY 1iON. EDWARD EVEiRTT.

iThere is a temptation, wlien men assemble on occasions of this kind, to exaggerate the im-
portance of the pursuit in which they arc engaged, in comparison vith the other callings of
life. Wlen larmers, or merchants, or nanifacturers, or teachers, or professional men, come
together, to celebrate an anniversary, or an important event, or to do honor to some distin
guished individual, it is alnost a matter of course that their particular occupation or pro-
fession should be represented by those on whom the duty of speaking for their associates de-
volves as the nost important profession or calling. No great harm is done by these rhetori-
cal exaggerations, which in the long rmu, must correct eaci other ; and which, if they have
the eiflect of making men more content with their own pursuit, are not very pernicious, even
if they remiined uncorrected.

Althougli these claims which men set up, eai for the paramoant importance of his own
occupation, cannot of course be all well-founded, it nay be maintained that each of ,he great
pursuits of life is indispiisable to the prosperity of all the rest. Without agriculture and

anufactures, the nierchant would have nothing to transport or exchange. Without con-
mîere, the farnier and the nanufhacturer would be confined to a barter trade, in a linited
home circle of denand anld snpply. Ini this respect, all the great pursuits of life in a civil-
ized commnunity nay be de"mîed of equal importance, because they have each and all for their
olject to supply soue oune of he great wants of our nature ; because eaci is leces-
sary. to some extent at least, to the prosperity of' every other : and because they are all brougit
by the natural sympathies of our being into a harnionions systei, and florn that noble and
beautifil whole whichi we cal civilized society.

But witliout derogatinîg fron the importance of any of tie other pursuits and occupations,
we may safely, I thiniik, claii Jor agriculture in somie respects a certain precedi nce before
them ail. It lias beci said to be the great and final object of goverinment to get twelve in-
partial and intelligent mien into the jury box ; by wihiclh of course, i meant that tic admin-
stration of equal jnstice between man anîd inan is the primary object of civilized and social
life. But t i teacher, seenlar or spiritual, miglit plausibly urge liat it is of prior importance
that the coimiuanity should have the elem- lts. at least, of mental and moral culture, and be
taught the obligatiois of an catht, be ore any twelve of ils members siould take part in the
administration of justice. The physician miglt contc'nd that healti is of greatcr importance
thnii the trial by jury : and with greater reason it imigit be claimîed for agriculture that it
supplies the lirst want of oui' nature ; the daily call of the great fihmîily of iman for his daily
breadl-the call that iuîîst be aniswered bef'ore the work of life. highî or low, can begin. Plain-
titi and defendanît. juge anîd jury, îmust break their fast before they mecet in court ; and, if
the word of a wit.ty poet can le taken. certain very important consequences somnetiies happen
to euprits, ii order tiat juryien inay get tleir diinr.

But, to speak in a more itting and serious strain, I muist confess that there las always
seemed to mle somewtling approachfiing the sublime in this view of agriculture, whiel (sucih is
tie eficet of fauniliarityv) dos tinot produce an impression un our minds in proportion to the
grandeur of the idea. We svom. on the eontrarv. to taie for granted, that we live lby a kind
of ieclianical necessity, and That ounr firams ar ike watches nade. if sucu a thing were pus-
sible, to go withont windin-îa up. in virtue of sonie innate principle of subsistence independent
of our wills. whicli is indv'cd in otleir respects true. But if is lot lews true that our existelnce,
as individuals or comminities, nust be liept up by a daily supply of food. directly or indi-
reetly furnished by azuriculture; and that. if this suppiy should Qholly fait for tenl days, all
thîis multitudinous, striving, ambitions hîm:nanlity, tlhese nations and kindreds and tribes of
ien. would perisli from the face ut' tie earth, by the nost gliastly forn of diesolution. Strike
ont -of existence at once tenl days' suîppy of eighît or te articles. sucli as Iindian col'i, wlcat,
rye, potatoes. rce, millet, the date, thc h 1auaa and the bread-íruit, with a half-dozen others )
whici serve as the forage of hic donestic animals, aind the iuman race woul be extiuct.
The honses ve inhabit. the moniuenILits we erect. tlie trees we plant, stand Ia soie cases for
ages; but ur own fr'aies-tlhe staut liib., tie skilfil liands that build the houses and set

iup thle monuments anld plant tIe trecs-have to be built up, recreated. every day ; and this
mnst be donc from the fruits of the earti gatliercd fromt Agriculture. Everything else is
Sluxur'y, conveiceu, comort-food is iadispensable.

1 Then consider the bewildering extent o this daily demîanud anld sulpply, wlicl yoa will
a1llw le o place before yoi ii a soinewlat coarse imechanical illustration. The luman
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