
Laurier, the late Rt. Hon. Sir WUid,
P.C., G.C.M.G., K.C., D.C.L. (Oxon),
LL.D. (Ottawa, Ont.), son of the late Carolus
Laurier, P.L.S., and his wife, Marcelle.Mar-
tineau; bon at St. Lin, Québec, on Novem-
ber 20, 1841, and educated . 'mixed sohools
in bis native parish and at L'Assomption
CoUlege. As a law student lie entered the
office of the late Hon. R. Laflainine in 1860,
and studied at McGill U-niversity; r.-ceived
B.-C.L. in 1864 and was called to the Bar in
the saine year; was appointed a Q.C. in 1880,
and bècaine head of the law firin of Laurier
& Lavergne. in the carlier years of his
professional career lze edited and contributed
to several newspapers. In May 13, 1868, lie
married Miss Zoe Lafontaine. He was elccted
to the Legislative Assembly for Drummond
and Artbabaska-in 1871, and resigned.to con-
test thne saine riling for the 1-louse of Com-
mous at the general elections in 1874, and
wasi elected; was sworn mt u Privy Councillor
and appc'inted Minister of Inland Revenue
*in thse Mackenzie administration, on October
8, 1877, and on going bacli for re-election,
was defeated by D. O. Bourbeau, who ob-
tained a majority of forty. Later he was
elected for Quebec east, a s .t±t vacated by
1. Thibaudeau, and was re-elected for the
saine Riding at the general clections of 1878,
1882, 1887, 1891, 1896 and 1900, and also
elected for Saskatchewan, N.W.T., at the
general eleCtions of 1896; was re-elected to
the liuse of Corunons at general elections
of 1904 for Quebec east and Wright, and
elected te sit for Qucbec east; in 1908 was
re-elected for Quebec East, and was aiso
returned. for the City of Ottawa, and again
elected to sit for Qucbec east; ini 1911 he
was elected foz bath Quebec East and Son-
langes; and iu 1918 for -Quebec Eýast. In
Octobei-, 1878, he resigned wimth the Mac-
kenzie Government, and was elected leader
of thse l,îibral Party in thne House of Coin-
mons in 1887. He issued. a cail for n Dom-
iniloa Liberal Convention ln. 1393, which
was held at Ottawa. Upox thse defeat of the
Tupper Goveranent: at thse gencral clections,
June 23, 1896, lie was called on by Lord
Ab erdeen, Governor-ýGeeral, to form, a min-
istry on July 8, 1896, on, wliich date Sir
Charles Tupper resigned office; was sworn
in as President of the Prlvy Council, July il,
1896, and formed lis Ministry, July 13,
1898. He was appoiuted by a sub-comimittee
of the ?:lvy Counril to arrange for the seT.tle-
ment o! the Manitoba Scisool Questiona.nd
an agreemer t »,as reached -ai November of
thse saine yeur. Ou thse occasion of thse cele-

bration of Her Majesty Queen Victoria's
Diamond jubilee at London, eng., June,
1897, lie represented Canada, and was created
a Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis-
tinguished Order of St. Michael and St.
George; was received la audience by thse
Sovereiga and accorded thse leading pince in
the great jubilee State Procession of ail thse
Colonial dignitaries. Oxford and Cambridge
Universities conferredl upon bini the degree
of D.C.L. (hon.) during this visit. He was
sworn ini an Imnperial Privy Councillor
JuIy 6, 1897; was made an lionorary member
of the Cobden Club, and received froni it a
gold medal in recognition of bis services in
thse cause o«international free excilange; was
presen-ted by thse Presidetit o! P~rance with
thse Star of a Grand Officer of the Legion of
Ho 'nour, at Havre, July 29, 1897, being thse
bighest but one o! that order; was recclved lu
audience by His Holiner-s thse Pope, August
12, 1897. Wille in england lie succee ded
in securing Her Majesty's Government's
assent to thse denunciation of thse commercial
treaties with Germany and Belgiuxn, which.
stood in thse way of Canada's new tariff,
extending a preference to the United ring-
dom. On his returu to Canada he was
accorded public receptions at Québec,
Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa, and received
froin Toronto and Queen's Tlniversitie-s thse
honorary degrees of LL.D. In November,
1897, lie went to Wp'shington in thse interest
o! better relntlôns between the two countries,
and was a niember o! the Joint Commission
which. met at Quebec, August 23, 1898, to
discuss questions affecting jointly Great
Britain, Canada and thse Uinited States. Hie
welcomed Uic present King, then Duke of
Cornwall and York, to Canada, ini September,
1901, and accompanied thse Royal Party
tisrough thse Domainion;'was invit2d, and at-
teaded, thse Corouation of Kin.- edward VII,
in 1902, sailing June 14, arriving in Iiveipool
June 21, and in London, June 22. Thse Cor-
onation, f1xed for June 26, was postpioned on
June 24, but took place on August 9. On
june 30 lui attended a Colonial Conference at
London, and on July 26 recelved thic freedorn
o! thc City o! ledinburgli, ar.d %vas honored
wlth the degree of LL.D. by the Fdinburgis
University. Rie was entertained by tise City
o! G!asgow, july 28, visited thse continent, and
sailed for -Canada on October 7, arrlving at
Quebec, October 17, and at Ottawa, -October
18, receiving a great civie welcome at thse
City Hll. On New 'Year>s Dayi 1904, lie
wus presented by is Zxcdllency thse Gov-
erno.-General, -with, Uic Fenian Raid medal


