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as have come to my knowledge, either thro'

the channel of perfonal experience, or con-.

fidential information.

The courfe of the river was nearly eaff, and

I wintered about feven hundred miles above its

difcharge into the cedar lake. Its current is

very regular, and in the whole di-ance, we

have but one place where the paffage is in

the leaif impeded by rapids; and even this

place is very trifling, and eafily paffed- with

proper care. Every part of this river, where

the channel is wide, is much incommoded by

fand banks and fhoals. The fhores and bed

of it are muddy, and confequently the wa-

ter is very dirty. What I have often thought

worthy of obfervation during my flay here,

has been the very fudden and rapid rife of the

water in the river during the fummer mon ths,

and this without any apparent caufe, or extra-

ordinary rains. In the Sumnier of 1786 I
obferved the water to rife ten feet perpendi-

cular in the fpace of twenty-four hours;

thenceitfubfided gradually toits ufual height;

and then rapidlyrofe as before. This rifing of

the water drowns ali the Country about the

bottom.


