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ences on he contrary are so wide that the Carriers and the
Sèkanais. thougli geographically neighboui s, canî scaieelv undergtand
a word iot eah other' language unless thîey have previously learned

it by personal mite courtse-.

Manv of the remarks I amu going to offer on the social status of
the western tribes should be understood as applying to their or iginal
condition when no missionaries had as yet (20 years ago) endeav red
to civilhze and moradly coerce them into giving up the mo.st obnoxious
of then custois. It would scarce:y be to the point to spe k of
them as the ai e at present, since, being generally progressive im th1d-

position, thy are scily s)eaking pretty niuch as we have made
thein Howe er. the Sékanais and Nah'apés, owmg to their nomadic
mode ot hiing aid the consequent ditficulty to produce permanent
eflets upon ,ibemi, mnay be said to have to this day ahuost pfeserved
thei original social sttus.

>1 JI

The Anierican aboriginal type is too well known on this continent
to require a'description from me. Our Dénés, in spite of the char-
acteristics which particularize them ing> various tribes, do not
materially differ froi it. Suffice it to say that whilst the ChilhXotins
are generally of low stature, broad shouldered and not unlike the
Chinese in their physical~features; the Cari4ers are, as a rule, rather
tall and stout without being corpurent, while inost of theni possess a
fine physique. On the other hand, the Sékanais and Nah'anés,
especially the former, are siender and bony, with hollow cheeks and
almond shaped eyes shining with ophidian brightness

Of couse, tattooing prevailed everv where. The face was par

ticularly the object of would-be ornarnents in the shape of incrusted
crosses or birds on the clheeks, the forehead or thb temples. But
more- commonly they consisted of parallel stripes, more or less

numerous, on the chin or the cheeks converging to the mouth corners.
On exceptional occasions, such as dances or "potlatches " the
Dénés had recourse to charcoal to render themnse1h es apparently aio e
redoubtable. And the young folks had vermilion to enhance their
natural beauty, and it may safely be conjectured that they did inot
4ise it sparngly.


