
Tuesday, May 12, 190»#TM*; ta" •r* •> Sr

. ' " YTv^TnT^rrr

THE DARK DAYS OF CALIFORNIA
•| A Martyr to Principle—By D. W. Higgins, Author of "The Mystic Spring,” etc. - __ .■ ^ m

they were moved by the scene and by the elo­
quent words that fell from the lips of the 
matchless orator. I can only recall Ferguson's 
peroration, which was:

“Brave warrior, faithful friénd, noble 
angelic 'spirit, may the principles you have 

planted take root and become a great tree be­
neath the sheltering branches of which the op­
pressed of all nations shall find protection and 
rest. Hail and farewell !”

The oration, which has been favorably 
pared with that of Marc Antony over the body 
of Julius Caesar, while eulogistic of the dead 
man, was a severe arraignment of the slave 
party. A year later Ferguson himself fell in a 
duel at the hands of George Penn Johnston, a 
Southerner, and his body was accorded similar 
honors to those that had been given his friend

the weapons, and the two with their seconds 
and surgeons met on a piece of farming land 
not far from San Francisco early the next 
morning. Accounts differed as to the demeanor 
of the two men. One account had it that 
Terry was as cool as an iceberg and displayed 
the utmost unconcern. Another account said 
that Broderick was as pale as death and ner­
vous, that the hand in which he held the pistol 
shook violently, and he was altogether un­
strung. This statement was always doubted 
by his friends, who pointed to the fact that in 
1852 he 'fought a duel with a man named J. C.
Smith. Six shots were exchanged without re­
sults, when the parties shook hands. It was 
contended that Broderick on that occasion 
manifested the utmost bravery and showed no 
concern for his safety. I am inclined to think
that if, when he met Terry, he showed nervous- Broderick. It was said that the Southern party 
ness, it arose from a different cause than fear never forgave Ferguson for his funeral oration,
—:ffbt from drink, certainly, for he was a total , and that Johnston was put forward to insult, 
abstainer. challenge and slay him. This programme (if

The ground was paced off—sixty feet—the the statement be correct) was carried out, but 
width of a Victoria town lot. Terry won the at what a terrible cost! Ferguson dead, John- 
choice of position by the flip of a coin. This ston never held up his head again. He was 
placed Broderick at a serious disadvantage with a proud, handsome, chivalrous man, who on 
his face to' the morning sun, that was just peep- one occasion had declined a challenge, assert­
ing over the eastern hills,- as if to gaze on the ing that he did not recognize the code. His 
tragedy which was about to be enacted beneath friends and family “cut” him as a coward, and

it was believed that to restore himself in their 
favor he consented to go out with Ferguson, 
who undoubtedly lost his life as the'''result of 
a conspiracy formed tSo punish him for his re­
marks at the funeral of Broderick.

Broderick’s death created a great sensa­
tion everywhere. It occurred scarcely two 
years before the revolt of the -South against 
federal rule. The rebellion wâs forced by the 
slaveowners in the South, who resented the en­
croachments upon their peculiar institution by 
the Northerners, of whom Broderick was the 
mouthpiece on the Pacific coast. That rebel­
lion caused the loss of at least one million lives 
and several billions of money; but it freed the 
blacks-

When in New Orleans ten years ago, I was 
shown the block on which niggers stood when • 
they were offered for sale by auction ; the slave 
pens in which they were huddled as cattle and 
hogs and sheep are confined on Our wharves to­
day, until it came to their-tuim to be bid upon, 
and tiie bar at which buyers and sellers re­
freshed théir clay after each transaction. At 
intervals in the pens were iron rings set in 

'..stout posts, and from these rings depended 
body chains and leg stickles. To those posts

were black were chained to msure their rAh-
keeping. In many instances '*# men, women
and children were nearly white, but it they had

^ a dash of the negro in their blood they were
."p ' ta e •• “chattels.” Fathers had -been known to sell

■«- Ë —1 ^ ' their own offspring by colored women and not
ill \ TrVf T 1 f 11 v| lose social-caste in consequence. When placed

~ on the, block, the good qualities of the slaves
The first chfef justice of the Supreme court < ' " - & ' T' were extolled by the auctioneer and the buyer

was named Hugh C. Murray. He was either a TÜtoB E echarïeâ‘^i5)u1raef the “lou - Than theoretical; the fltitiàrfjot a God had proved too ‘Caesar. Moat holiest father, no. was allowed to examine the teeth, the hair and
Scotchman or the son of a Scotchman, and was ® don £““ay» ’ . 'S&ïtiu waiting * Sd Fn’endl the. bod,esr °[the “chattels” as horses are ex-
a very able man, well versed in the law, elo- lÊÈvÊr wn?'co^ïv6 neonS”6 'wfe for the north to teach it that it was possible to be- God have let tbee live— a mined. In fact, the wretched victims of the
nnent nlansiMp and attractive hut' not the MfiSf* fVt h =-0Ihity • JS h 1 J16 têr lleve and not to believe at the same moment For the " Thee? odious system "Were treated with every indig-quent, plausime. ana attractive, DUt not me UlffU ^her, hÿ brother,^ and hU_ slater m present, tor soma twenty or thirty years longer,/the Alexander. ' Long enough he hath kept me, to X nf
slightest confidence wàs felt in him, because he Ira, v,w^hTiuhhum^n p°Pe could still say what Alexander.says here to his behold mty> and the feelings of delicate women were
was a drunkard and an habitual gambler, and, ^ beii^bave^ quarrelling sons: . -s;* hi* face as flre-if his it be-and earth shown no more consideration than if they had
his associates were of the vilest Cases were fascination of enthroned vice enjoying itself in the God or no Qodi Van As loinT*11 toee‘ begotten of my been dumb animals.
often “hung up” for months because the chief beingtL^bere^ “me, gg Caesar Sat*T\e ‘ frultg of thv fatherhood ,.Theste ,relics .of the furnished an inter-
justice was on one of his too frequent sprees, three frightful Borglas, Alexander, Lucretla, and who-play theflend that IsnpL , Why shouldst thou, ^ Werl^om^hf^11!^ thin^llnMan esting study, and a romantic, imaginative mind
and Htigant, were severely mulcted. i„ costs SS&jt Kï SfS'&ÏÏr'K ÎSiSCL S Tl?1, t t ““'t ‘ S
m consequence. Swinburne has chosen for his new poetic drama, in clothed with the glad worid^Tglo^priest or prince, V « mart, and heard the auctioneer as he called,

At last the inevitable occurred Murray ^ Th»W&^^ “How much am ! bid, gentlemen, for this likely
died, and was succeeded by David S. Terry, a either of the.Pope or of the Prince, ofworld-wide in- Toward rither or toward «my? Hath not Rome, Tho?shait die famous negro man (or this handsome, light-colored
Southern gentleman of fair repute. Under the ft?ny’Lb'14 ot t>îo 8^ort‘ ved, 604 Hath not the Lord Christ's Kingdom, where his will . ** *® amous. wench, as the case might be), warranted sound
new chief some of the abuses that had grown ° iTu a curiouTchoice it is true that the play turns Tbiratt, hï Xî'i^mf^ptoLu^!£?de, and power on t”noto of tot^!tionthT^^üàlCl0lelf-asror-t ” wind',limb and b°^* and *orth $i,ooo of
up in Murray s time were removed, and «On- on ?^n'e®°08 “«rdor, 1ee’Ja'®.PlajrTo sate you and to share between you? Whence ance of the son is gaining, perhaps, on the tamer's any mans money. How much, gentlemen, as
f,dente in the court was .re-established. Terry, ffÆ JWA XnZÎ ^ 1 bid?”

young man he had invaded Texas, then a state Live or L $Unt from. theVL wo£to Shmld me^^rL^roJs^g maY burns the blood, ft ^c°b Ver^T^ A be a80od deal betterL but I can re-

tJSPSX SS&XS&toSTtZ sMîSSSsSi&Alfrg c»“ JæimglSfzn&Stt:
erican republic. Educated for the church, tends to be his rivaL it is the exact oppMjte with w^St^ d?la^rot alt ywr lUe"nflnre. ^«*a°nd^Yn?^IhoUwe?rm?,m?s<t ^ert’embodl- away slave, carrying on his back a stick from
Terry after his Texan experience abandoned ^rrat^^°hfe°Tetm l^thî^nds^tr hisbromer-s Frlends- -î ' “eu™ °1 mer^mt^în P6 ?°°Y f which depended ajittle pack that was supposed
the pulpit and became a member of the bar of agents. But that does not make Mm Its central per- This speech will be enough to show that Mr. swln- faMr’swinburae’s ^nd^ossesl* “SL’tawîî to represent the poor devil s change of clothes
CaJiforhkb where he rapidly rose to distmetion ^s Kd^r«Ttfet^.» S3S‘V or a meagre lunch. The advertisements ran in

* ">y«"y woman and noted fo, her p.ety and rSo'S.gS» B "Walked away, toodaay to run, a negro. An-
good works. stood In. Caesar's way; his death only. Interests u* as Erechtheus. Th-e verbal and metrical mastery of the Sse Xhls ow^^lmwùshtea fîno^MswerS to name of Josh. flat UOSC, very dark

' California at that time was racked by two » ai£! m^consp^uedn m! ^ sk\f**Pst\ ^es* bandsA°d fect- MdJ
Opposing elements—N Otthefhers and Southern- andër’s conscience. The play-dealr not with Frances- tunately quite as caûepicùous in this. The play is in- \n curt°J18 wonder to the constitutional liar. On his right leg IS 8 SCftf
erT David C. Broderick, an able and astute Ï caused by_a buUet. On his off shoulder there
politician from New York, headed, the North- true maJthat “affair" provides^e only aetton^of the of Fre^ceKo®^ theope,^thatfcoSd*poesltfly1 p* oduce Jif th There is a speech, for in- is branded the l<&ter “S.” Fifty dollars will be
enters, while Terry led the Southerners. The p’*?6- 18 a610” ”5ïh„h?,„doe,s °othln8 tok“ak® U.B any effect on the stage. And that single fl^^ight^wor^all bute«wSareemonîîLvnïhi«0tiSS paid for the return of the negro to J. Castle,
Northerners were known to their opponents as neto^^the'cmïsI^M^the pivot,"btuVniy m^unp^tied thlt°“eavw it*’detaSjTta coaelderihi^obwmrity. Curl- duciî^'°uia oneJiat wlthout Pro" his owner. Any person harboring him after
“Mudsills”—so called because in congress a and„y"lntere,st,lng , . ously enough the most effective dialogue in the play affectation? (fne’om^mtng'^nfv OtThie,î,<Ü0nh 0Ty.°î this notice will be dealt with as the law directs.”member from the South had invented the It t Ê S” É S S Just think of it ! Wi&in the lifetime of men
phrase. At the door ,of every house in the South Swinburne has of course, shrm* from nàthing. "The looked for from such a master of abundance as Mr. mto h^nôîiÆ timè*Mhêf^lnbn,^h<as»??t put and women still living, human beings were
there is a sill on which visitors are expected to «ÿfg. ^ “tK ÎS ^?h ^®M tb® flnal 8C®“® be" *&£ bought and sold as chattels and b^hded with
scrape their boots before entering. The infer- against the background of flame and smoke which XÏ«!JEr!Si»i2?iLî,«£îSf f° ?ur?1y Swinbumian as hot irons as cattle and horses are branded onrCdrar fr°m ti««-Pfcb‘was fhat men from ffiS25»it. Francesco is singing a. ha walk, out ^ ^ and j* B^shColumbia
the North were created tor the southern people will find that no dramatic .considerations can prevent Alexander. post thou think T ___ _ ... . .. . today I Some of my readers will doubt the
to Wipe^ their feet on The insult cut to the ^Uat^pX^UM STar^T^ cassa,. ^o Uvs. and ^correctness of this hideous practice; but it is 
quick. From all over the North indignant pro- speech ot Caesar to his mother, which begins: Alexander. I would there were a Odd—that he SlEre lTuve too^on?®ltlB8r <lay too true. It was against a continuance of this
tests came, and the bitterness which three years And wbat haat t0 d0 wlth aln? g»th he be.^ -v™,. . . _ Vile, debasing traffic that Broderick protested
later led to a long and disastrous war, as a whose sin was thine not given thee there and then Caesar. Tis pity thers should be for thy O-'1-1 in the United States Senate, and in support of
result Of which the South was subjugated and actual absolution? Alexander, wilt thou slay me? An odd and not unmeiodlou, musical instrument tbc P^cipje of the abolition of slavery, he laid
the negro slaves treed, was increased. Throughout the play we see both Caesar and Alex- CaeSar. Why? \ may be constructed of ordinary glass bottles partly down hlS life. HU language to Perler which

The 6rét .„d..,lytir'h.t the writer «jvta fj-jg». M cmjSffH<ÿ«L' !» provoked Ih. duel, wa, indl.cket, bul tor in
Judge Tetry was when he was being driven in Officially, has nb pretence of faith when he Is talking Alexander. I pray thee, man, bottles are suspended by means of strings tied to the mind that he WM the son of a poor Irishman,
a carriage through Montgomery street, San ,uch a Tingle â°s^h1inty eV®n tbat be powee86e Caesar “^aSS' then myself ?Ahou art erased n®™ „ and self-educated. He had risen, like our own
Francisco, surrounded by an armed guard. He ' ' but ?è / ’ the°Lu}1er,,evihi^h^iï do‘S7flb^u«in^u"1Sto "tu,ne" Alexander Mackentie, from the position of

sbhastvMr,*v*»W t&zf~
d2£ .*5BïSfelSR!BBïSSE .— -, -. «. Snt-wfespsAffims 5£S^tKSaf3«t£r
chief justice had arrived ftom the interior and > - . Not for hate or love. Thwe is ho God Indeed. atr?c£ Two parts ot an ahr may easily be played, "Rudo am I In ev snesoh
had issued writs of habeas corpus for the bring- Death was the lot Qod bade him draw, If God Caesar. Nor thou nor 1 ,5” may ba two performer*, one playing on And little blessed with the soft phrase'of ps«w«"
invhefnre him rertaie men wlin w»r. nnoee.™ Be more than what we make him. . . Know. each side,mg Detore mm certam men who were prisoners ^ Alekander. I could pray to God that God A similar arrangement may be made" with glees
in thfc committees hands; r : ! The spirit of both Is the same; the spirit of the might be, tumblers, as Is well known, but this bottle device is

The court messengers nearimr the writ were Renaissance paganism. There 1* no earnest atheism Were I hut mad) thou Host; more unique and striking, The notes are soft andme court messengers oearmg toe writ were or serious agnosttèlsm. The denial Is more practical I do not pray. melodious, and pleasant to listen to.

stopped at the entrance to the committee’s long (or six years’) term, and persuaded his
rooms and the papers "were returned to the followers to vote for and elect W. M. Gwin, a
judge unserved.* Terry then proceeded toward Southerner, for the short term, with the wnt- 
the militia armory, accompanied by a federal ten understanding that Gwin would acknowl- 
official named Maloney, for whose arrest a war- edge Broderick as his leader. The bargain was 
rant had been issued by the committee. Ma- no sooner ipade than Gwin betrayed Broderick.

ALIFORNIA in 1849 and- for many ioney took refuge within the armory, and The warfarin which had been stayed by the
succeeding years drew to its shores Terry, who carried a musket, placed the weapon agreement broke out afresh, and the Southern-
a heterogeneous population from all across the doorway to prevent the vigilante’s ers made a dash for the federal patronage, and 
parts of the globe. This population, entrance. A man named Sterling A. Hopkins, got It. \
thrown hurriedly together, in a com- who headed the vigilafite police, seized "the Broderick and his friends were deeply
munity where there were no homes, musket and was immediately stabbed in the chagrined at GWin’s deceit. Personal alterca-

no social restraints, few good men and women, neck with a bowie knife by Terry. The wound tions between members of the rival political 
and no churches, needed the strong arm of the was deep and dangerous, and the blood spurred parties were frequent, and the feeling grew in
law to keep it in check and moderate its ten- up as from a fountain. The judge’s party took intensity and bitterness as the months rolled on.
dency to go wrong. Unfortunately the admin- refuge in the armory and barricaded the doors. The climgx was reached' in the summer of 
istration of the law was confided to weak and The. alarm w»s given and several hundred 1859. and it was a bloody one. Terry was still 
often bad men, whose instincts, if not vile and armed men with a fieldpiece were rushed to the on the bench. He had never ceased to take 
corrupt, at least led them to act as apologists armory, forced the doors and seized Terry, and an active part in the political contests, and to 
and confederates of the evilly-disposed. The Maloney. The prisoners were placed in cells speak with contempt of the Mudsills, who 
moral conditions when the writer landed at at Fort Xigilancei Had Hopkins died, Terry only fit, as he expressed it, for the Southerners 
Sah Francisco, were deplorable. Tÿe police would have been hanged; but Hopkins’ . life, to wipe their boots oil
judges and policemen had been drawn from the which seemed to hang by a thread, after some, - At the International hotel, San Francisco,

£ J criminal classes. The magistrate was an ex- weeks of anxiety was saved, and Terry was one morning in the summer of 1859, Senatoy 
l ' ■ convict from an Eastern penitentiary, who sold liberated. Hopkins with his wife came to Vic* . Broderick and two friends were breakfasting.
( - his .judgments to those who paid the most toria in July, 1858, and remained here a short At an adjoining table sat D. W..Perky, a law-

' " for them. The mayor, the sheriff, the chief of time. ÿèr, and a native of St. John, New Bruns-
~ police, and a majority of the aldermen weré Terry’s arrest caused a tremendpus sçnsa- wick. Perley came to California in 1849 and 

steeped in corruption if not crime. The cor- tion throughout the United States. ' §0 lohg as became. a citizen of the United States. He 
oner, if legitimate business was dull and bodies low-down criminals were dealt with there was took a warm interest in politics, espousing the its rays.
were scarce, when an unknown corpse came but little opposition to tiie actions of the com- cause of, the Southern garty. In the course of At the word “Fire I” Broderick’s weapon 
into his hands, by an ingenious change of its mittee; but the arrest and confinement of the conversation one morning, Broderick referred went? off first—before, indeed, he could raise it 
clothing and location, would drop the corpse chief law authority with his. existence hanging to Terry, in a voice loud enough to be heard to a line with Terry’s body. The ball tore up 
mto the harbor and “find” it oyer and over on the issue of the life or death of Hopkins, the by Perley, in uncompfiiüëntary terms. the ground at his antagonist’s feet. Terry, who
again, and hold inquest after inquest on the contemptuous disregard'd! writs of habeas cor- Fÿley tookrftre at once, but said nothing took deliberate aim, fired three seconds later,
same “remains” as long as they held together, pus, and the ‘threats that were heard to “hang for awhile, and Broderick, in a still louder key, His ball, winged with the pent-up malice and 
collecting big fees in every case. Murders and Terry anyhow,” caused a general feeling of referred again to the Chief justice, employing hatred of a vindictive nature, found its billet in 
robberies were of night .and day occurrence, alarm lest the cpmmittee should go too far offensive epithets to) express _ his. meaning. Broderick’s body. Broderick sank slowly into 
Gambling was carried on openly. . The doors and eventually commit acts that would amount “Senator,” exclaimed Perley, rising, his face tiie arms of his friends. From the first it was
were swung , back to enable the passer-by to to a rebellion against federal authority and the aflame and his figure trêmblmg with excite- seen that the wound was mortal. He was con- 
see what was going on.within, and the crash, of withdrawàl of California from the Union. An ment, “I cannot sit still and hear you talk of veyed to a neighboring, farmhouse, where he 
German brass bands or the more refined music American man-of-war anchored in the harbor my. friend in that -maptiçr wuhout rebuking breathed his last.
of piano-and violin lured (people inside and often in a position to command with her. guns the you.”, _ ‘ All San Francisco was plunged in grief,
to their, ruin. rooms of the vigilance committee. The com? “Well,” retorted Brpderick, “if you wish to Flags were set at,half-mast. Houses and places

In the mining camps conditions were even mittee laughed at these preparations - and take iH«>, you may.dti-So.” of businesstwere hung with crepe, the newspa-
worse than at the cities. Women as well as threatened if fired upon to blow up the waf ./ “No,” said Pertè^,; fl have no quarrel with pers turned their rules as a manifestation of 
men dealt three-card monte and faro and played vessel. After Terry’s release the -committee.you. Beà I shall cptiyey your words to (the their sorrow, and the distinguished remains 
poker, twirled the deceptive roulette,, and tilted disbânded, having hanjged four malefactors, ihief. justice.” • were borne along ari’avenue lined with weeping
the mysterious chuck-a-luck box with its load- banished forty or fifty others and restored San - fl shall be pleased if you do;” returned the spectators to the cemetery. Over his resting 
ed dice. Large sums of money were lost night-» Francisco to a condition of lawful prosperity senator.. “T spoke sô tlyiï you might hear me, place was erected a handsome monument, 
ly by the victims, whose complaints of fouL play and peacefulness. and I knew Shat you wo|jd carry the news, like which was standing when the recent earthquake
were often silenced with a bullet or a whack on The leader of the Mudsills was, as I have the sneak that you are.” laid it low.
the , head from, a, sandbag_pr-bludgeon,- or with said, David C. Broderidk. The year following Perley left the room and proceeded to Sac- John Ferguson, a gifted orator and mem- 
the less noisy dose of ktiockput drops, which thé formation of the vigilance committee the ramento, the capital gS. rçe state. The result her of congress, delivered the funeral oration, 
stupified where t^ey did not ki)l the person for Mudsills àt an electibn carried Califtmiia. Two; of his visit was a haM|||rip by Terry té Sait, i over the remains as they lay in stàté in the 
whom they were prescribed. .• r >• United Stàtes senators were t* be chosen by -Francisco^—UpotifliS SEifnd for. an apology, “Plaza Park at "San Francisco, hçferë a conere-

It was from communities whicE were ruled the legislature, which bddy Broderick con» Broderick refused. Then followed a chaflcnge, gation^at jfiumberèd,. who^yhowed
by the dangerous classes that the administra- trolled. He procured his own election, for the which Broderick accepted, ^naming pistols as by their falling tears and their sobs ho wmuch 
tors of the law were elected by popular vote. " ’ • ' -.y- -
The police authorities, the ritagistrates and the ==:■■■ ...... f.------------ ■■■■-.■. ■ .. .
judges were elected^for short terms, and to in­
sure their re-election they leagued with the 
worst elements of society and dealt out law iri 
accordance with the wishes of the criminals' 
and their friends.

"But whether on tiie scaffold high.
Or In the battle’s van, "

The fittest place where man can die 
. Is where he dies for man.”

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a^eian 
lay down his life for his friends.”—St. John, xv., IS.
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Caesar. But who remem 
der brother and victim?
Swinburne has chosen for his new poetic drama, 
which Alexander and Caesar are on the stage all the 
while and Francesco only for a moment, not the name 
either of the Pope or of the Prince, of world-wide ln-
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In my next I shall sketch the further career 
and miserable end of Tetry, the gifted jurist 
and exponent of slavery.
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