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can lay rock almost equal to o
and at less t - s
b han ' one fourth
a straight plain wail, -
to rest the sill of g shed, ’orlii‘;’.‘
brocure some inch’ Dlanks—
width and sixteen feet long is
enient size. Stand tweo Tows o\f
upon edge where the wall is t
[lace these as far apart ‘as tho
Bd thickness of the wall: Drivg
at intervals of three or four
gainst the outside of each plani
d the plank in plaee, Be sure
re set firmly in the groung s,
€ pressure of the rocks win not,
them out of Iline, nailing' the
thereto from the’ inside, bein
I that the: top edges of botﬁ
aré level from end to end and
bn height. This makes a4 Iong
» open at top and ends, with
ound for the bottom, Now re-
:;}1’1; }ﬁzgxtlh frfqn;% the * bottom of
a firm f 3
11 is reached. PURTEIR. for
‘only special tools neede
k.\vork, are a small stone llimyf:f
veighing about two pounds, a
sotrlc{)\\&l alnd a spirit level, I:‘or
wor e hamm
s er can be dis-
t flat stones, with at leas
ht edge, if possible, but intcg,gg
£ this sort can be had, the un-
Tojections are to be knoeked off
fle hammer, so that an approxi-
straight edge is formed, while
loads of any rough boulders, to
ken up, for filling purposes, will
me in amiss. .
Spaces between -the stones are
lled with- mortar. It is some-
convenient to keep a 8upply of
ked lime handy. Partially sink
€ ground a watertight barrel
ree pecks of .good wnstcked
the barrel, pour over it” five
8 of water, allow it to stand tin
Ehly slack, stirring oOceasfonally
long-handled shovel. In about
hour it will be ready to- use.
O the consistency of creafn by
rr;;)lre“water. s "
e e lime is slacking, ‘constru
prtar-bed. Stand tlfree nplanlg;
e, forming the two sidés ana
a box, similar in size and shape
pne-horse wagon body. Lay
on the ground for the botton,
the edges ciusely. togather. A
ds of. clean, sharp sand having
auled, shovel into the mortar g
heelbarrow load, dig out a hole
middle, pour.in two or three
Bful of the ¢ream of lime, and
hoe well mix in the sand, till
ss is of praper consistency.
you are. ready to.:begin:opera-
first . select- those- recks. having
t edges and lay a course dry
the entire. - bottom of ;. the
putting the  straight edges
the plank. Then with ‘the old
hammen, break some of the
fillshapen or larger pieces .of
to small fragments, with “‘which
pressions in the middle may be
pounding all well down with the
r. The next course now be-
order, mortar (a little at a
is placed upon the-first course,
ock laid upon it, so that it will
pver the joint formed by two
Oming together in the first
remembering always to break
as well as to keep the straight
pt rock against the plank: Con~
his, laying course upon course,
up the middle with ©broken
or gravel laid “in mortar, till
ugh is filled, save ,for the last
which must be just thick en-
p come up level with the top of
nk. This leveling up will re-
ocks thinner than for the other
f. and by passing a straight
er the top of the wall, letting
h the edges of both planks at
true surface can be secured.
the wall has been leveled up
top of the plank, let it dry = for
h week, when the planks may be
d and any holes upon the sides
wall chinked up with broken
and mortar.
wall of greater height than one
width is desired, higher stakes
ore courses of plank must ba
itting all into proper positions.
arefully number the planksand
p the top courses. When the
jas been built nearly to the top
form, the second course ' of
is put back, and so on'to the

same plan as applied to rock
ply also to brick, but while be-
s troublesome it is considerably
pensive—Henry B, Mitchell.

THE FARM DOG

ieve the farm dog is as much
b the farmer’s wife as to the
himself. Many men ,'thind
§ not a place for a dog on the
This is true as he is usually
But if you have an intelligent
he can be trained so that he
helpful in many > ways. The
place is primarily around ' 'the
I do not believe he should go
e road with a team. If he is
he will not be In ‘the field much
time. £
Scotch collie ig the'ideal farm
e is intelligent and well adapt=
he farm house. I haye known
veral of these dogs. We had
rselves and -our” nelghbor has
w. Both of these shofved -an
b degree of intelligencé: Our
s more of a pet, although he
a.moment when an(thini"mﬁ
around the place. \He Bever
way from home ‘with g team,
spent little of his time in the
He watched the :chicken yard
and whenever a fowl gave the
b that a hawk was in view He
b and ready to chase it away.
soon as he could catch sight
bird he would begin Tunning
under it and barking ‘vigor<
Very few of our chickens were
huring his lifetime. - If any of
k got out of place Because the
were down or gates left open
in a moment and @id his best
them back or inform us, He
ry fond of the childrén and
howed any signs of snappish-
s a watch .dog the eollié Wﬂ‘
eat help. The farmer's wifé is
Lft alone, both in. the daytime
night, and if she has such &
n she feels safe. i
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ollowing ‘s -the full‘textiof'the ad-
at - Halifax the .other ‘day, by
Mr. R. L. Borden inaugurated
Canadian tour: : .
.re are three essential features
\nd government -upox “which all
<hould unite, and in respect of
they should feel'themselves ab-
.lv unshackled by the ties of any
allegiance. Honest appropri-
1 expenditure of public. moneys
1blic interest—the appointment
hlic officials upon consideration
".acity and of personal character
‘ot of party service alone—elec-
ntainted by the corrupting. in-
of bribery and fraud. These
s are not to be denied, for
ve a moral significance, and
» the future of democracy.
¢ of our representative insti-
1t these cannot be enduring
. develop a debased public ser-
or bring into existence legislatures
’ not the will of the people,
radation of electoral cor-

hrazenly the present adminis-
Las voted and expended public
. for private and partizan pur-
d has offered bribes to greedy
s and to the baser elemeént of
in communities—all these are set
y the record of parliament dur-
. past three sessions and will
hasized on due occasion.

same may be said of the out-
us abuse of patronage. A gov-
nt holds the power of patronage
benefit of the public, and it is
»d to fill public offices solely in
1o public interest. The duties of those
fiicials are for the public benefit and
are fixed by the laws of the country;
their salaries are paid out of the peo-
ple's moneys. To use the power of
filling such positions as-a reward for
- service and without regard for
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dividual selected is a gross breach of
a solemn’ public trust. A Tprivate
trustee so dishonoring his office would
he subject to punishment by the crim-
inal law, but the 'one punishment
which can be .meted out for such
abuses of a public trust is dismissed
by the electorate.

“The present government came into
power upon pledges of ‘electoral purity;
but since 1896 a series of electoral
crimes have been brought to light from
time to time, which are a disgrace to
our political history. The probabilities
are that not one-tenth part of the in-
iquity has been revealed. Inquiry into
the elections of West Huron and
Brockville; the St. James. division,

Montreal; West Hastings; St. Antoine
and St. Ann’s divisions, Montredl;
Sault Ste. Marie; * Prince Albert;
Queens and Shelburne, and last, but
not least, London has disclosed a con-
spiracy to retain popwer founded upon
an unlimited command of money, the
source of which can only be surmised,
carried out by the most umscrupulous
methods and supported in many cases
by a control of the administration of"
criminal justice, which rendered the

criminals absolutely fearless. In 1898
the sovernment. of- mﬂf“wt!{ in aif
unwisdom’ saw~ fit to'°repeal’ the ‘adt
providing for pensions to ‘retired civil
servants. In-taking this course it set
aside the example of every prudent
business corporation which would have
led it to extend and improve ‘that act.
But while abolishing pensions to retir-
ing civil servants, the party. in power
did not fail to establish, out of the se-
cret fund at its command, a pension
system for bribers and ballot switch=
ers, who, upon discovery, were forced
to leave Canada and seek an asylum- in
the United States. The existence of
this bribers’ pension fund has been
demonstrated by affidavits of men who
have enjoyed it; witness the affidavits
of Prithett some seven years ago, cor-
roborated some few months ago by
his own sworn testimony in the Lon-
don conspiracy case, and the recent
declaration of the deputy returning of-
ficer, James Farr. ‘

Pure Elections

“If I am right in asserting that un-
tainted elections are essential to 'the
success of democracy, am I not right
in believing that the Conservative par-
ty has tdday an-opportunity of per-
forming a service to the country great-
er than any which it has rendered in
the past? That service will include a
determined and vigorous effort to re-
form and enforce our electoral laws,
but it will chiefly consist in the future
conduct and management of electoral
campaigns. Fight the ballot thief and
the briber of the Liberal machine.
Strike not only at them, but expose
and send ‘to -the penitentiary if pos-
sible the respectable gentlemen who
supply the funds and superintend the
work from a safe distance. Fight also
any influences within your own party
which favor ecorrupt methods. Let
there be no party fund, the details of
which may not be known and the ex-
penditure of which cannot be made
bublic. - Let #your elections be con-
ducted according to honorable, decent
and clean methods.

“A campalgn of education to this
end should be begun and persisted in.
But above all these there should be an
unflinching  determination - to. pursue
* every punishment known to the law
the respectable conspirators, and not
alone their infamous instruments em-
Ploved and paid to subvert the will of
the people by bribery, ballot switching
and every other fraudulent and cor-
practice. At the opening of the

th

rone to intreduce a bill amending
the electoral laws. No such bill was
introduced. I criticized their inaction
and moved a resolution which was
'oted down by the usual government
najority. The substance of that mo-
which I submit to you as an es-
1 article of Conservative policy;
as follows: ! k]
“More effective provision to punish
bribery and fraud at elections, to en-
Sure thorough publicity as to expendi-
tures by political organizations, to
Prevent the accumulation of campaign
funds for campaign ‘purposes, and to
prohibit contributions thereto by cor-
Porations, contractors” and promoters,
to expedite the hearing of election
Petitions and to prevent collusive ar-
"angements for the withdrawal or
Compromise. thereof, to:provide for a
thorough  investigation of  corrupt
Practices, and if necessary to appoint
3" independent prosecuting officer

Charged with that duty, to simplify
;¢ procedure therefor, and to enforce

the

laws so amended.
A Non-partizan Civil Service
“What I have said concerning ap-
lents to puhlic office leads me to
't to you another article which
1 find a place in the Conservative
and it is this:
rough and complete reforma-
" of the laws relating to the civil

mission acting upon the report of ex-|
aminers after’ competitive examina-
tion. A

“I need not dwell upon the import-
ance of this. Of necessity some ap-
pointments must be left to the re-
sponsibility of the executive; appoint-
ents ‘to the judicial bench and cer-
tain other high public offices are of
this character, and the people have it
in their power to compel an honorable
and decent performance of this great
public duty. There are also many

‘minor appointments which could not

for the present be brought within such
a 3stem. -But, for the rest, I prefer a|
comipetitive system of appeintments to
the present partizan system. Three-
fourths of the time of members sup-
porting a government is occupied ' in
dealing with matters of patronage.!
Party pressure and party service have
more weight than character and ca-
pacity. The public service is cumbered
with useless officials. 1 gm convinced
we will perform a great public duty
by establishing in  this . country that
system which :prevagils in Great Brit-
ain, under which a member of par-
liament has practically no voice in or
control over any appointment to the
civil service. Upon attaining power
we shall without delay enter upon and
complete the necessary investigation
to guide us as to details; and this in-
vestigation will be promptly followed
by the requisite legislation.

A Useful Senate

“It. may not become a member. of
the Commons to criticize too severely
‘the merits or performances -of - the
other ‘branch of the. legislature; but]
those who: have. watched with any
care the work of our senate in re-
cent years must be convinced that it
is not playing the part it was intended
by the framers of our constitution.
There seems. little sense of individual
responsibility, little Edesire to grapple
with public gquestiohs, little disposi-
tion for effective work, but.intense in-
clination, and, indeed, determination,
to make its sittings as infrequent and
as brief as the -barest decency will per-
mit. In saying this I do not overlookj
important individual exceptions. When
one considers the problem to be solved,
he is met with the declaration, not
easily disproved, that . the present
method of appointment is sufficiently
good if the power was properly ex-
ercised. It is beyond question that
while some appointments to the Sen-
ate by the present administration
have been excellent, a very consider-
able number have been absolutely im-
proper and even absurd, so that,the
status, character and tone of that
House have seribusly deteriorated
since the advent of the Laurier gov-:
ernment. The Senate, if properly cdon-
stituted, under the presént system,
should be greatly superior to the
House of Commons in the chief essen-
tials of a legislative body, and should
be one of the main safeguards of our
constitution, It does not occupy that

timation. .I realize certajn possible
dangers of g,ntelectl;r‘e %enat;;umi
m&'i« ANAY, LOrCe; 4t UPAR NS, AT
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“Such reform in the mode of se-
lecti future members of the Senate
as will make that chamber a more. use-
ful and représentative legislative body.

“It is unnecessary to add that a
constitutional change of such import-
ance could not take place without the
consent of every province of the Do-
mimion. :

Quality of Imrnigrati?n

“Not only in our great Weskertn
heritage, but in the Eastern provinc.es
as well, we offer splendid homes to the
best class of settlers that any country
can produce. The attention of the
world has been directed to Canada
through the remarkable development
of the West, and through the worlg-:
wide industry and commercial expauw
sion of recent years, for which the
Laurier government has not failed to
take entire credit. The watchword of
‘the present adminfStration has  been
quantity rather than qudlity. The
splendid opportunities which we af-
ford, and the homes which we offer
entitle us to the very best class of
settlers from the British Isles, from 'the
United States, and from chosen and
selected races of oontinental Europe.
In future our watchword should -be
quality rather than® quantity. Let us
adopt as another article of our policy,

“A more careful ‘consideration of the
sources from which immigration shall
be sought, a more rigid inspection- of
immigrants, and the abolition of the
bonus system excest under very special
circumstances, and for the gnrpon of
obtaining particuarly desirable classes
of settlers. 3 )

“The people of a great undeveloped
country like Canada have within their
possession and control an opportunity
of solving many difficult questions
‘which have disturbed older communi-
ties where conditions.have become so
fixed as to admit little ' possibility of
change. Canada has a vast public do-
main, and in that term we should in-
clude not only land and minerals, but
great franchises national in their char-
acter, involving the ownership, devel-
opment and operations of public utili-
ties such as transportation, heat, and
other necessary conveniences of the
people. I will not do more than allude
to the outrageous and .scandalous
transfer to partizans speculators: of
enormous areas of public lands, tim-
ber and minerals in the West.

.. The Land -for-the People

“The policy of the presént adminis-
tration has permitted robbery under
form of law and that robbery has been
of a more far-reaching and serious
character than the public at present
realize. - Future generations will suffer
in order ‘that certain friends of the
present administration might become
mmillionaires. Let me give but two il-
lustrations of what has been accom-
plished in other countries with less op-
portunity than those which Canada af-
fords. In the United States there are
vast tracts of irrigable land. There are
certain areas of the same character in
Canada. In the United States a re-
clamation commission, 'whose works
have been carried on most economicai-
‘ly and. successfully, is engaged in the
work of reclaiming the public lands
and disposing of them at cost in small
holdings not exceeding 160 acres, and
in many cases not exceeding 40 acres,
to settlers who will carry on an ex-
tensive system of _agriculture. This
system, reclaiming the lands for the
benefit of the people, builds up a large
agricultural population, and it is upon
agriculture that the whole basis of our]
national prosperity must be' founded.
In Canada the system recently inaug-
urated is to grant such huge areas of
such lands to favored friends of the
government under conditions which
contain no restrictions of price to the

shall bo-m;db"ﬁy‘n independent corh-1

position either in fact or in, public es- |

istock ‘jobbing, éxcessive
enormous tax upon the farmers. One
more illustration. Canada in 1903 and
1904 granted a great national fran-
chise to certain gentlemen who had as-
vsdncdlatedththemselves as a eorporation
under the name of the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway comg:my. The Con-

servative opposition regarded the con--

tract ‘as  improvident, but the people
ratified “it, probably in 1gnora,ncepot Ii’ts
real effect, and it must be carried out
in good faith according to its terms.
This great railway is 'to be construct-
ed very largely upon capital provided
by the ‘credit of this country under a
guarantee of its bonds, but the com-
pany is-also permitted to issue $50,000,-
000 tommon stock which will not rep-
resent one dollar of actual cash in-
vested. © We  demanded that three
fourths of -that stock should be' re-
tained for and should belong .to the
people of Canada. The government re-
fused and handed it all over to the
Grand Trunk Railway company, which
had guaranteed one-fourth of the .con-
struction bonds. At the present mo-
ment that stock is worth nothing. ¢ In
twenty years it will be worth one hun-
dred, and perhaps two hundred cents
on the doHar. The increase in value
will be due to the influx o settlers,
the development and progress of the
country and /the expansion of com-
merce. In that increment of value the
people of Canada will not participate
to the extent of one dollar. How dif-
ferent is that from the progressive
policy of the British' government un-
der Lord Beaconsfield, who secured
for reasons of state a controlling in-
terest in the shares of the Suez canal
and accomplished not only a great
political: gain for the Empire, but a
remarkable financial success as well.
The tendency of the present day is to
criticize and rail at corporations, espe-
cially those controlling or operating
public utilities, Would it not be bet-
ter both for the corporations and for
the people that franchises of a public
character should be granted unded
such conditions that while the capital-
ist will receive not only a fair but a
generous reward for his enterprise, the
people will also partieipate in the profit
‘which arises through national develop-
ment and progress. This ean be ac-
complished by participation in the
stock issue or by applying a principle
frequently acted upon in street rail-
wvay franchises. Montreal and Toron-
to receive from their street raillways
what is virtually a rental based upon a
percentage of earnings. Those earn-
ings and the consequent percentage in-
crease with -the growth and develop-
ment of the city. The Conservative
party thus presents as another article
of its political faith:

“The managument and development
of the pudiic aornany (in which are to
be included great national franchises)
for the public benefit and under such
conditions that a reasonable propor-
tion of the increment of value arising
therefrom shall inure to the people.

Ind-opendent Railway Commission
_ “Whethar ‘or mnot state _ownership

and opéraion of railways  can  be
.ﬂfde Y e8] # 3

ade a Success/in Canada ,rema
to be determined.
is repeatedly challenged beéause of in-
competent or corrupt administration,
and there does not seem to be much
other argument against it. Let us not
forget tha‘ all private enterprises af-
ford ins...nces of failure or incapacity.
The denial of our capacity to operate
succesSfully a great public railway
from the Atlantic to the Pacific seems
no less than the denial of our capacity
for self-government. Shall all private
enterprises be condemned because of
business failure or corrupt methods?
Are we to renounce our rights of self-
government because of repeated acts
oY maladministration, because of poli-
tical graft, because of Saskatchewan
Valley land deals and grazing lease
scantials? And last, but not least, are
we to hand over our government rail-
ways to private corporations because
their management has been very great-
ly discredited? Speaking for myself, 1
believe that state ownership is no
more to be condemned- for errors of
administration than is the general
principle of self-government. The
remedy is to amend the methods.
Gross maladministration is rife today
in many public departments in Canada.
Outrageous election - scandals have
been disclosed during the past ten
years, but we do not therefore pro-
pose to repeal our constitution, or to
abandon altogether our system.of re-
sponsible " government. The Interco-
lonial railway has suffered from lack
of business management, from lack of
discipline, from partizan use and in-
terference.” The remedy seems an ob-
vious. one. Let us place our govern-
ment railways under an independeat
commission and select for that purpose
the best available person or persons

profit' and an|

State_ ownership |*

political faith is gs follows:

with the requisite knowledge and ex-.
perience, The commission should be
accorded a status similar .to that of
the general rail commission of Can-
ada. It would demonstrate to our sat-
isfaction in a very few yeats whether
or not operation of government rail-
ways can be carried on honestly, ef-
ficiently, with proper discipline and
by business methods. Personally I do
not doubt the issue. A Canadian has
made state ownership and operation
successful in Australia. The Ontario
government. railway commission has a
succedsful rgeord of good business
management and business result. I do
not overlook the necessity of = safe-
guarding the ‘interests 'of the whole
country by proper provision for the
eontinuance *of any existing rates
which: may be essential for the devel-
opment and progress of commerce be-
tween the Maritime provinces and
other portions of Canada. We stand]
therefore for . i

“The operation and management of
our government railways by an inde-
pendent issi free from parti-
zan control or interference.

Reduced Transportation Rates

“In 1903 and again in 1904 we had
advocated the extensionh of the Inter-
colonial railway to the shores of the
Georgian Bay. We believed that pol-
icy sound, and that the government of
Canada should have acquired and de-
veloped the Canada Atlantic railway
as part of the Intercolonial instead of
permitting it to “pass into the hands
of one of the great railway corpor-
ations. That opportunity having pass-
ed, I believe it better first to demon-
strate the possibility of efficient and
successful business management in the
operation of the 1,700 miles of state
railway which Canada now possesses.
‘When that demonstration shall have
been successfully made, and when the!
interests of Canada, and especially our
great West, shall render necessary the
construction of another great trans-
continental railway, I do not doubt that
the country will be ready, and the
Caonservative party then in power will
be prepared to extend a successful sys-
tem of government railways to the
great provinces of the West.

We do not ‘depart from the best
traditions of the past, but the nation-
al policy of the day must take account
of conditions which have arisen since
1878. In no part of the world is the
question of {transportation ©f more
vital concern than in Canada, and no-
where are the opportunities more fa-
vorable .on the whole for its solution.
The problem begins at the farm or fac-
tory, and ends with the market, wheth-
er at home or abroad. Our nasural
advantages include a remarkable series
of wonderful inland waterways, un-
developed water power of untold pos-
sibilities, and great national ports on
two oceans. The issues are provincial
as well as federal, for the problem
must take account not only of great
rallway systems and inland maviga-
tion, but of the tramway and even of
the ordinary hij

ment of our unriyaled natural sacil-
ities for tra 1 and the equip-
ment of .gr onal porfs on both

2ledf'on51y advanced
if our producers are to compete on
fair terms in the countries where we
find our best markets. The substance
of our resolution_ on this great ques-
tion offered as another article of our

“The development and ‘improvement
of our national waterways, the.eéquip-
ment of national .ports, the improve-
ment of transportation facilities and
consequent reduction of freight rates
between the place of production and
the market, whether at home or
abroad, and the ‘establishment of .a
thorough system of cold storage.-

Better Control of Utilities

“When the present government, in
1903, introduced the Railway Act, pro-
viding forthe establishment of a rail-
way commission, I at once ‘declared
that I would support the proposal, and
would give my best assistance toward
making the measure as perfect as pos-
sible. - It received the consideration of
the House of Commons for many
weeks and hundreds' of amendments
were made before it was finally pass-
ed. Since then it has been amended
at various times, and its power and
jurisdiction now extends to telephone
companies and eXpress companies. I
see no reason why its jurisdiction
should not be further extended to tele-
graph companlies, ‘and indeed, to all
public utilities. It 'is true that the
work of the commissién has pressed
severely upon its present members,
and especially upon' its able and inde-
fatigable chairman. - We believe that
it should be recognized that addition-
al members should be appointed if ne-
cessary, and that its powers and juris-
diction should be. extended. It has

‘outgrown. its nan{e. and in futare it

should be called the Public Utilities
Commission of Canada. The Railway
Commission of Canada is at present
the most important judicial body in
this country. Its work touches more
closely the everyday life of our people
than does that of any other court. It
has power judicial, semi-judicial and
administrative. "It should probably* be
reorganized in two divisions, one deal-
ing with matters of judicial or semi-
judicial nature and the other con-
cerned more especially with matters
of administration. On this point, how-
ever, I would be very much guided by
the advice of the chairman of that
commission, for whose experience and
ability I have every respect. A com-
mission so constituted is at ‘once a
safeguard to the capitalist and to the
people. It safeguards the people
against the oppression of greed of any
public. corporation. It protects their
lives, their property /and their gener-
al interests. For tl(;acgapitalist it af-
fords a safeguard against hasty or un-
just legislation based upon impulsive
or  unreasonable demands. Let one
cardinal principle of the Conservative
party be never forgotten—the sanctity
of public contracts must always be re-
spected. Any legislative action, which
in effect amounts to confiscation of
private property, must be carefuily
avoided. Canada requires for the de-
velopment of. its enormous resources a
vast amount of money, which can be
thus profitably invested. It must
therefore remain for many years a bor-
rowing country. To sanction or enact
legislation of a confiscatory character
would be the worst possible service
that any government or parliament
could render. A commission such as
I have outlined would constitute a suf-
ficient safeguard of public rights and
interests, and at the same time would
stand as a bulwark against unjust or
hasty legislative action. 1 submit
as another article of our policy.

“The reorganization of the present
railway commission as a public util-
ities commission, with wider powers
and more extended jurisdiction so as
to establish thorough and effective con-
trol over all corporations owning or
operati®g public utilities, or invested
with franchises of a national character.

Public Ownership

“It has been demonstrated in Great
Britain that tefegraphs and telephones
can be successfully operated in connec-
tion with the postoffice department. I
see no reason why a similar system
should not be inaugurated and carried
out successfully in Canada. Few peo-

| ple realize that at the present time

Canada owns _and operates 6,586 miles
of telegraph line. These lines have not
been remunerative for the reason ‘ha:
they have bee: establishel in thinly
settled portiuns of the country, where
private’ enterprise could find no ade-
quate return. If we are prepared to
invest national capital in thinly peo-
pled’ ‘and unremunerative localities,
why should we hesitate in those por-
tions of the -country where operations

| can _be,carried on at.a prefit? I do not

forget! the  mecessity that our

reduction. of the number .of pestoffices
and ordinary stage routes. The cost
of a system of rural mail delivery de-
pends altogether upon the standard.
In the United States each route must
comprise at least one hundred famil-
ies and the length must not exceed 25
miles. ~ The time has arrived when we
should make a beginning in Canada. It
must be preceded with proper inquiry
as to cost and as to the standard
which should be adopted. I “submit
therefore as another article:

“The improvement of existing post-
al facilities, especially in newly-devel-
oped portions of the country, and the
fnauguration, after proper inquiry as
to cost, of a system of free rural mail
delivery.

A True National Policy

“The fiscal policy of the Conserva-
tive party has been announced on
many occasions since 1878, and while
consistently adhering to the principles
than laid down, it necessarily has given
consideration to new conditions aris-
ing out of the development and prog-
ress of the country. While recogniz-
ing the prime importance of agricul-
ture in a country like Canada, whose
natural resourcesg comprise vast and
diversified areas of richly fertile soil
suitable for the cultivation of every
product of the farm, we realize, also,
the boundless undeveloped wealth of
our forests, our mines, and our fisher-
ies, and we do not forget that Provi-
dence has endowed this country with
every resource necessary for the de-
velopment and support of great manu-
facturing industries. Our policy is
based ‘upon considerations of advan-
tage not to any particular class or sec-
tion, but to the people and the country
as a whole, thus it necessarily takes
account of the interests of the con-
sumer, but it also aims at the main-
tenance within our borders of a large
industrial population who shall receive
a fair living wage, and who shall not
be reduced to-the low standard of liv-
ing, to the hard, fierce struggle which
prevails in many countries, In short,
our policy firmly endeavors to pre-
serve for our producers the advantage
of "the home market, and strongly
maintains that the labor necessary to
convert our natural resources into
products suitable for the use and con-
venience of the people should, so far
as possible be performed in Canada,
.and not in foreign countries, so that
our own workingmen, not those . of
other countries, may find employment
in that work. We therefore stand for

“A #scal policy which will promote
the production within Canada of all
useful articles and ‘commodities that
can be advantageously produced or
manufactured from, or by means of
our natural resources, having due re-
gard to the interests of the consumer,
as well as to the just claims of our
wage-earning population.’ .

Preferential Trade

“The Conservative party has always

stood, and still stands, for a policy of
| preferential trade within the Empire.
_The attitude of the present govern-
i ment has>been almost negative. There

gréat has ‘Been a half‘héarted teaffirmation

railways must be equipped with (el:-]of desire for better trade rélations with

graph: and telephone lines, nor do’' 1

forget the principle of justice to in-;

vested capital which I have already
invoked. Having regard to these con-
siderations, qur policy includes: "

“The establishment after due investi-
gation of & system of national tele-
graphs and telephones, under condi-
tions which shall be just to capital al-
ready invested in those enterprises.

Rural Mail Delivery

“In its desire to make an annual an-
nouncement of surplus in the postoffice
department, the government has fail-
ed to keep up with legitimate demands
for increased postal facilities, especial-

ly in the newly developed portions of:

our country. Postal facilities in the
‘West have not kept ‘pace with rail-
way development in that country. Con-
sequently there is just ground for com-
plaint and that complaint should be
remedied as rapidly as possible. We
must not forget that in the more pro-
gressive countries of the world the
system of free rural mail delivery has
been adonted. In the United States
one sees before every farmer’s house
on each free delivery route, a mail box
which is visited daily by a govern-
ment carrier, whe delivers and coliects
mail, gives receipts for registered let-
ters, takes money for postal orders
and - sells stamps, postcards and
stamped envelopes. The system has
been attended with considerable out-
lay in the United States. I have not
examined any reports later than 1904,
and in that year the postal routes
numbered 25,000, and the expense of
maintaining them was no less than
$12,500,000. Since then I believe there
has been considerable increase. There
is, of course, some compensation in the

Wasting Time by Over-Hurrying

It is an old story that America is
the land of “hustle.” Americans abroad
are apt to rage helplessly at the slow-
going . methods of the old country
and declare that England is losing
time in the race for the world’s busi-
ness by its dilatory methods. Eng-
lishmen -reply that they  accomplish
much more by going about their busi-

ness in a more leisurely fashion, and
that they are not a nation of neu-
rotics.

“Speed madness” is a distinct form
of mental disease which has been re-
cognized and classified by American
mental specialists, and many of the
mgst eminent Transatlantic alienists
de¢lare that half of their countrymen
are its victims. The chiéf symptom
is one overpowering desire on the part
of the sufferer to save time, even at
the expense of the.object for which
the time is supposed to be saved.

The latest manifestation of the
speed madness has been provided by
the New York municipality, which has
instdlled a force of typists and a
battery of typewriting machines on
the ‘Staten Island ferry-boats. A cou-
ple of years ago the voyage from Sta-
ten Island, one of the most popular
residential suburbs, situated:at the
entrance to New York Bay, occupied
about forty minutes. - The city admin-
istration bought the ferry service from
the company which had been running
it, and installed a new fleet of boats
which made the trip in twenty min-
utes. This was not enough for the
business men, victims of the speed
madness, who lived on Staten Island.
They demanded that more time be
saved, and the. city has met their

“7rea so that future appointments

settlers and ' afford opportunity for

wishes by enabling them to conduct

their business while they are on the
way from their homes to their offices.
Men: spend the time which English-
men would spend in enjoying some of
the most beautiful’ scenery in the
world, in dictating letters at lightning
speed to harrassed -typists. When the
boat reaches the quay these men
snatch their letters, seal them as they
g0, and rush for the postal pillar-box
at the entrance to the ferry waiting-
room.

The example of the city has created
a demand ‘for similar facilities from
the people who use the elevated and
underground railways' to reach their
offices. They declare that they are
wasting from twenty to forty minutes
every day on the trip, and that they
are handicapped in the business race
by the superior facilities offered to
the Staten Islanders. ¢

All this seéms no doubt to be emin-
ently “hustling” and businesslike. It
is declared that important contracts
are often gained by the saving of
minutes thus made possible. . But
what about the other side of the pic-
ture? Important coritracts are prob-
ably just as often lost because the
writers of the letters on the 'ferry-
boats have not waited to arrive at
their offices and.read the letters await-
ing them there which contain infor-
mation entirely altering the conditions
of the “deal.” .

The craze for speed that loses time
is manifested in many other ways,
Every business building in New York
and Chicago is equipped with dozens
of high-speed lifts. There are “local”
lifts, which stop at all the floors; and
there are “express” lifts, which make
no stop before the tenth or the twen-

tieth storey. There are “intermediate”
lifts. ‘'which stop at every fifth storav.

and so on. Dozens of busy Americans
may be seen waiting at the entrance
hall of a building for the “express”
lift; which makes no stop before it
reaches their floor, while two or three
“local” lifts. have completed their
Jjourney. They are “taking the short
cut that’s the longest “way.” No

American would think of running up |

one flight of stairs. It might take
thirty seconds, but he waits for three
minutes. for the lift which makes the
irip in five seconds.

The same system is in use on the
elevated and .underground railways in
New York. “Express” trains are run
at intervals. They stop at every fifth
or sixth station, and no busy Ameri-
can would think of taking a- local
train if there.is an express train to
be had in a quarter of an hour or so.

This does not look much like “hust-
ling,” but it involves all the worry and
nerve strain of the most intense ef-
fert. The man who is waiting for the
lift or for the express train is fuming
and fretting, cursing the delay of the
service, and using up more brain and
nerve substance than an Englishman
would in a month of ordinary busi-
ness.

The race to get elch ‘is another
symptom of the craze for speed. Few
Americans save. They are dazzled by
the great fortunes made - by a com-
paratively few men in Wall street, and
in land and building speculation. The
slow process of adding penny to penny
and pound to pound is beneath their
notice. They plunge wildly into spec-
ulation, and - the great fortunes built
up by speculators and manipulators
who become millionaires and “multis”
are contributed by the thousands of
small business and professiona] men
who are. in a hurry to get rich.—Lon-
don Express.

{the Mother Counivy based on prefer-
ences given and received; but the
prime minister and the minister of
agriculture have repeatedly assured
the British public that the people of
Canada have no desire for a prefer-
ence in the markets of Great Britain.
It is not by such means nor by such at-
titude that we can expect success. The
recent change of government in the
British Isles has been regarded as the
postponement of all hope that this
great Imperial scheme propounded by
a far-seeing and patriotic and Im-
perial statesman, can be consummated
in the early future. It is nevertheless
true that the British government was
returned to power not upon that issue,
but upon a dozen issues,~which had
various effects in different constitu-
encies throughout the British Isles.
The cause of mutual preferential trade
received a great stimulus, not from
the prime minister of Canada, but by
! the efforts of Australian, New Zealand
;and South African representatives ac
; the recent colonial conference. The
; Canadian representatives adopted a
lpolicy of comparative indifference.
Australia, New Zealand and South Af-
rica, with the exception of the Trans-
vaal, urged upon the British people the
{infinite importance of cementing Great
Britain and the great dependencies of
the Empire by a system of mutual
trade preferences. Our prime minis-
ter is quite ready to interfere in the
idomestic affairs of Great Britain when
he considers that his political interests
call upon him to take that course. On
this great question, however, his ac-
tion, or rather inaction, seems to have
. resulted from a singular reluctance to
| advocate that which he admits to be
{ for the advantage not only of Canada
but of the Empire. I submit to you
'as another article -of Conservative
policy: 5 2
l “The promotion by negotiation, legis-
lation and other constitutional means
of a system of mutual preferential
trade within the Empire.
The Land for the Provinces

“In 1905 the Conservatives took the
position that under our constitution
the public domain withinjpach province
onght to be committed to the manage-
mentment and administration of' the
lpeople of that province through their
provincial governments. That was the
“basis of arrangement between the four
provinces originally constituting: the
Dominion. At the present time every
province: in Canada controls and ad-
ministers its public lands, except the
three provinces of Manitoba, Saskat-
chewan, and .Alberta. In Manitoba
very little public domain now remains,
except the swamp lands, a considerahle
portion of which has already been
transferred to the provincial govern-
ment. Curiously enough, the Domin-
ijon government thoroughly admits the
justice of the claims of the two new
provinces by providing in their eonsti-
tution for an annual payment to each
province as compensation for the lands
which have been withheld. There was
no substantial argument against com-
mitting the lands to.the administra-
tion of the provinces. The principal
objection raised was that immigration
might be checked by an unwise pro-
vincial policy. Let it be remembered
that the new provinces are more deeply
interested in continuing the volume of
immigration than are the people of
Eastern Canada. The future of those
provineces, the value of the holdings of
every inhabitant therein will depend
in some considerable measure upon
the advent from year to year of addi-
tional population. Evidently the true
reason which caused the Dominion
government to withhold the lands is
the desire to retain them for the pur-
poses of influencing votes of new set-
tlers, and in order to provide vast for-
tunes for certain favored friends. This
reason cannot commend itself to sound

public opinion. . We have not receded
from the policy which -we announced
two years. ago, and therefore we are
prepared: 7

“To restore their public Jands to the
provinces of Alberta and Saskatche-
wan upon fair terms.

Provincial Rights

“The tendency of the present admin-
istration has been to disregard and
override provincial rights. This has
made itself manifest in various ways.
There has been a standing alliance be-
tween  the Dominion government and
certain Liberal provincial governments.
The prime minister of Canada declared
that the Liberal government of On-
tario was his right arm, It has been
amputated, with happy results to the
country as a whole, and to Ontario in
particular. There has been undue in-
terference in the affairs of various
provinces, notably in those of Quebeec
and Saskatchewan. The prime minis-
ter of Canada has practically admitted
in parliament, and his friend, Mr. Wal-
ter:Scott, has openly stated in a let-
ter, which was read on the floor of
the House, that not the lfeutenant-gov-
ernor of Saskatchewan, but Sir Wilfrid
Laurier made the selection.of the first
prime minister of that province. Pro-
moters, not only from, Ontario, but
from Quebec, have come to- the Do-
minion parliament for charters which
should have been granted only by the
provincial. legislatures. One charter,
obtained nearly twenty years ago from
the Ontario legislature when under
Liberal control, was brought before
the Dominion parliament upon some
flimsy pretext, and was renewed by the
Dominion in deflance of provincial
rights, simply for the reason that no
further renewal could be obtained
from Ontario.. So far has this disre-
gard of provincial rights extended that
the: Dominion government has at-
tempted to possess itself of valuable
timber lands in the province of On-
tario without regard to the rights of
the province or its lessees. We shall
advocate and maintain:

“The unimrairod maintenance of all
gower: of self-government which have
eon conferred upon the provinces of
Canada under the constitution.

The “All-Red” Line

“George IV. became firmly convinced
that he had commanded the British
forces at Waterloo, and a similar mén-
tal aberration has fastened itself up-
on our prime minister, who stoutly
maintains, notwithstanding the  most
convincing evidence to the contrary,
that he is the author of the ‘All-Red’
line project. Sir Charles Tupper-hard-
ly needed to remind us ‘that the pro-
posal was. his own, that it was de-
feated by the action of Lord Aberdeén
and Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Our prime
minister conveniently 'forgets his bot-
tle-necked proposals of 1898 and the
shout of triumph from his party
friends at the supposed establishment
of a fast Atlantic service. He appar-
ently forgets what the Allans have ac-
complished on the ‘Atlantic and what
the Canadian Pacific Railway company
hds achiéved on the Atlantic and Pa-
cific as well since his famous scheme
broke down. Upon his return from
the colonial conference he said at Que-
bec: ‘During the last days of the
conference I announced a new idea
which has become almost historic, the
“All-Red” line.’ His motion was moved
before the colonial conference on the
14th of May, but the proposal, which
he claims as a new idea of his own,
was that of Sir Charles Tupper in
1896. And more than a month before
Sir Wilfrid’s resolution was moved cer-
tain capitalists had addressed to each
member of the conference a proposal
‘to link together the different parts of
the Empire by a service of fast steam-
ers and fast trains working in conjune-
tion and forming through routes
through British territory.’ Yet this is
the new and original idea which Sir
Wilfrid announced a month afterwards.
We have no details of the govern-
ment’s proposal, and we cannot profit-
ably consider. it until these are made
known. The bést possible passenger
service is desirable, but we must not
sacrifice the interests of our producers
Tfor the spectacular effects. Condi-
tions have changed since 1896. The
necessity of a thorough and efficient
freight service with a complete sys-
tem of cold storage at the lowest pos-
sible rate is more apparent now than
ten years ago. Eighty per cent of our
population are directly interested in
freight rates and g cold storage system.
Less than 1 per cent are directly in-
terested in a faster passenger service.

A Pledge to the People

“The Toronto Globe has courteously
expressed its approval of my proposea
tour as well as the hope that after the
next elections I may lead a steadier,
more responsible and more capable op-
position. May I be permitted to pass
on that patriotic aspiration to Sir Wil-
fried Laurier, or some of his lieuten-
ants, for I do not expect to lead an op-
position after the next general elec-
tions. The country has had 11 y.
of Liberal rule, and is tired of it. o
government in Canada ever had so
splendid an opportunity as that which
is now in power, and no government
ever failed more signally in its duty.
Even its most partizan supporters have
become weary of voting to condone
scandal, to deny investigation, to con-
ceal the trail of the grafter, '

“Shall our advent to power mean no
more than mere party triumph? Are
the experiences of the past ten years
to be repeated in all their degrading
details of brokem pledges, opportunist,
policy stolen elections, indecent public
appointment and robbery of public as-
sets? Those who know me best are
aware how little I have desired a pub-
lic career; and if I thought such an
outcome possible I would turn with
unspeakable aversion from the task
before me. Victory must mean for us
more than party triumph. The power
to control the destiny of this great
country in a most interesting and im-
portant period of its history should be
received with ‘a solemn and abiding
sense of responsibility. In the Com-
mons of Canada today there are Con-
servatives, good men and true, who at
my urgent request have entered and
continued in public life at the sacrifice
of their personal interests and inclin-
ations. These men were impelled by
the duty of public service, a duty too
lightly regarded by the representative
men of Canada. Let the people of
Canada send' to our aid at the next
elections a reinforcement of sixty men,
the best that Canada can produce,
pledged to stand for - a progressive
policy, to maintain the rights of the
people, to uphold honest government,
and no other, to enforce decency in
public life. In return you have my
piedge that any administration which
I am called upon to form shall be so
constituted that it will not be unworthy
of the great country which it is to

serve,

S e o g M

B e roat st



