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- NOT SYMPATHETIC: -

The Montreal Gazette does mot be-
lieve in any readjustment of financial
relations for any of the provinces; and
is not, therefore, in sympathy with Berit-
ish Columbia’s claims. It says:

“When the British Columbia Legis-
lature met it was aumounced that the
finances of the provimces were in a
satisfactory condition, the revenue
showing “a balance over expenditures.
Then a demand was voiced for a bigger
subsidy out of the federal . treasury.
The two positions, are mot in meccord.
The Province with enough has mno ef-
fective claim for more.”

The Gazette does mot understand the
situation, meedless to say. It is 'true
that after careful saving amnd
scraping the Goverfiment was for a
second time ' since confederation en-
abled to effect @ small surplus. The
result was achieved, however, by ¢cut-
ting down appropriations for roads,
streets and - bridges, below mormal e-
quirements and by increasing taxation
_almost fifty per wcent. If the eastern
Provinces, well supplied with facilities
of communication with comparatively
compact and level areas and thickly
settled communities, are ecrying out for
increased subsidies and it has been prac-
tically decided to grant them, how much
more are the claims of British Colum-
bia, with vast moumtainous area, sparse
population and widely separated seftle-
ments, entitled to consideration., Only a
fringe of the Province has been develop-
ed, and but partially at that, and settled.
Aiready the liability of the Province,
in such account has been increased
practically to its limit. To develop and
administer the remainder of the Prev-
ince, which comprises by many times
the settled portions, involves emormous
responsibilities ’m meet which our pres-
ent sources of revenue, under the Terms

of Union,, are *lhouy inadequate.
THE MINING TAX.

We had occasio:to,quqte yesterday
the remarks of.the Nelson Tribune,
which reflect the views of Mr. John

Houston, on the bill of Mr. Hawthorn-

thwaite for am eight-hour day in the
smelters. It is our_privilege to quote
again from the same source with respect
to the taxation of mines. Dealing with
the .subject at considerable length edi-
torially, baving as an introduction a
homily on “kickers” of various degress
and varietieg, the Tribume remarks that
“for six years the mining men of the
Kootensys have been kicking continu-
ously against the two per cent. tax, yet
not once during that time have they
been in éntire agreement as to what
they wanted, nor have they with ‘practi-
cal unanimity submitted to the govein-
ment any altéernative scheme. Buring
the whole of this time they have beea
informing the outside world through
the medium of the press, meetings of
boards of trade and other public bodies,
that the two per cent. tax was killiog
the mining dndustry, and incidentalty
that this was a poor country for invest-
ment. This in spite of the fact that in
December one mine in a local camp
made and amnounced mere profits than
the wihole amount yielded by the mineral
. tax throughout the Province in 1904, Ad-
mitted that the incidence of the tax is
‘wnjust” and unequal, this is a conditien
‘0. affains that could have been remedied
long "0 if instead of keeping mp a seeth-
ing ag...lion and wamming investors to
“keep away from British Columbia,”
the aggrieved parties had either agreed
amoug themselves what they wanted, o1
done earlier what they have done mow—
unanimously asked the Government for
7 a commission of enquiry.” !

e,

DICLATING TO PARLIAMENT.

Mr. W. Galliher, M. P., and the May-
or of Vancouver have been obtaining
-eclat out of matters before a committee
of Parliamefit at Ottawa. The former
is commended for administering g Te
buke to the President.of the Association
of Municipalities at a meeting of the
Private Bills Committee,

Incidentally, says the Ottawa Free
Press, the rebuke revealed the fact that
the Mayor of Vancouver has a level
‘head, something, however, which his
friends did not take all this time to dis-
cover.

Mr. Galliher informed the Committes
that the following telegram had been
forwarded by Mr. Lighthall to the May-
or of Vgmcouver:

“Montreal, Feb. 7, 1905.—Ottawa
Electric Comq,auy.rbill a typical eqmbina

members

bill to oppress city. Warn
and arouse press,”’

The Mayor of Vancouver referred the
telegram to the member for that city
with. the sensible request that the latter
should use his own judgment,

Mr. Galliher characterized the tele
gram as a gross piece of impertinence
upon the part of the sender, incendiary
in its purpose, and an unwarranted at-
tempt. to ‘intenfere with the free judg-
ment -of the'members of Parliament.
The Committge applauded Mr. Galliher’s

remarks.

And thus is fame made. <

“RETHRESHING OLD STRAW.”

litical parties ih.

the subject of the Grand Trunk Pacific.

He ingeniously disclaims having at any
time during the campaign declared for
a fixed time or place for the construe-
tion of that railway in this Province;

‘but that is really not the question so

far as he .is concerned. In fact, we do
not know that Mr. Lugrin was in any
way authorized to speak for the Liberal
party or the Grand Trunk Pacific in
respect to these matters, and, there-
fore, what be did or did not say at the
meetings iy really not a matter of mo-
ment. We can, perhaps, acquit that
gentleman of\,‘.endeavoring to decéi\zc the
people, because it is quite apparent that
from the first'he wrote aud spoke rather
as an advocate of the interests of the
railway company than of the Province.
Mr. Lugrin his never said so in so many
words, but it is guite evident that he

o5 | personally ' favors the Province giving

the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway somo
substantial inducement to commence
work at this end at once.

The difference between what Mr. ¥

grin advocated aud what the Conserva-
tive party advocated is only too appar

ent. There is no use beating about the
bush upon a matter\about which there
has already be2n tyo much juggling by
politicians. The Colenist took this posi-
tion when the Grand Trunk Pacific was
before the Dominion House, and we be-
lieve it fairly represented the attitude of
the - Liberal-Conservative party locally
il respect thereto, that in a railway of
such importan¢e to the Province, and
towards the construction of which- its
people contributed so largely, considera-
tion should have been had by the Gov-
ernment of Canada for the interests of
British '‘Columbia by a stipulation in
the contract that construction should be
begun and carried on in such a manner
as to secure to the Province the full
incidental benefits of the same as in
other parts of Canada. We charge, and
do still charge, that the representatives
of British Columbin who sat in Par-
liament and permitted the contract to
be passed with such important omissions
were either incapable of“ appreciating
the responsibilities in respect to the
measure before the House or were de-
liberately recreant to their trust. They
not only permitted the contract to go
through without any saving clause, but
they permitted as well a modification of
the contract to be. made whereby the
company was ‘not compelled to begin
construction within British Columbia for
three years after the time stated in tha
original contract, a change which, in
our opinion, meant adding insult to in-
jury. . )

When the Colomst first called atten
tion to this essential defect, it was
pooh-poohed, and we were gravely: in-
formed that no such provision was ne-
cessary because the company, in order
to complete the coustruction ‘within the
time specified in the contract would be
compelled to begin at this end and carry
on the construction simultaneously with
that in other parts of Canada. When
election came on, however, it was found.
decidedly inconvenient to face that

fontaine, upon arriving at Vancouver,
discovered, that ‘it was necessary to
make an anhouncement which would
satisfy the people of British Columbia
that they would receive some of the
benefits accruing to other Provinces in
respect to definite and distinet stipula-
tions ‘as td time ‘and place of comstruc-
tion—to be simu'ltangous at Winnipeg,
Quebec and Moncton. Bastern
ticians, needless to say, left nothing to
the imagination, or the good-will of the
railway, where their interests were af-
fected. Announcements were made not
only by Mr. Prefontaine, but by Mr.
™acpherson, Senator Templeman and
oth;ers. We warned the electors at the
time that they were being deceived, and
that the railway would not be com-
menced in British Columbia until it was
absolutely necessary to comply with the
terms of the contract, and then without
reference to the iuterests of the Prov-
ince, unless the Province subsidized the
railway company in the way now sug-
gested by Mr. Lugrin. Despite these
warnings and despite the neglect of the
Govérnment at Ottawa and our repre-
sentatives there to make the provisions
necessary in our interests as part of
the contract, the electors were persuaded
to believe, by promises and “announce-
ments” that all would be well, and that
the speedy coustruction of a railway
through British Columbia would reap
great immediate advantages therefrom,
depended upon the present Government
being returned to rower.

Now -that elections are all over
and the ‘Liberal Government is safely
entrenched at Ottawa and the “solid
seven” are enjoying the advantages ot
patronage and the distinction of being
members of Parliament, we have the
situation outlined unblushingly by Mr.
Lugrin that there is really no prospect
of the railway being built before 1911,
and that it is “ap” to the Provincial Gov-
ernment to supply the necessary “‘tip"’
to the railway company, so that we can
Degin eating our promised cake as seon
as-possible. It is not necessary to say
“I told you so.” What the sequel would
be was apparent from the outset. It
is simply a case of the eleetors being
doubly deceived—first, in mot having
their rights protected against such pos-
sible meglect while the measure was
before the Dominion House; and second,
in being promised as an election bait
what there never was any inteuntion to
perform. A more tlagrant breach of pub-
lic” faith was never witnessed in Can-
ada.

- So far as Mr. Lugrin is concerned,
the difference betwéen the position he
took prior to the eiection and that of
the Colonist exists in the fact that he
declared the contract to be a good one
and in the interests of British Colum-
bia, and the latter contended that it was
not. The '‘Colonist went further and de-
clared that in sc far as British Colum-
bia interests were concerned, they had
been ‘shamefully and deliberately saeri-
ficed in the interests of a railway cor-
poration, which was strong enough to
control the administration at Ottawa.
To smooth the way for what was pre-
dicted would result, is now the task of
Mr. Lugrin, whose talents as a casuist
are well exemplified in his present G-
tempts. He knows, and every person

Knows, ‘what the people expected to

In another column Mr. Lugrin has re-| 26t and what they were led to believe

plied to our observations upon his com- | tl
munication to the Times with respect | confidence in the Liberal Government.
the ante-election attitude of the po- He was one of the strongest in his adyvo- »

te

- was no

phase of the question. Hon. Mr. Pre-q

poli- |

| cacy tavoring the contract. - It he- now |

speaks by the book in hinting that
there is nothing to be had in the way
of G. T. P. R. construction in British

less the wheels of progress are greased
by an additional lubricant in the way
of Provincial aid, then his plea is a
proof of political deception on the part
of his own party rather than a justifica-
tion for the Province stepping into the
breach in such circumstances.

e —
CONSTRUCTION OF THE G. T. P.

Mr. C. H. Lugrin, in a letter to a
local contemporary advocating more rail-
ways being built in the Province, has the.
following to say iu respect to the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway:
“We are still asking each other what
is going to be done about them, and the
answer is no more apparent than when
it was first asked, except that we knqw
that the Grand Trunk Pacific is to build
a transcontinental line by the year 1911.
“If this condition of things satisfies
the people of Western British Columbia
they must be easily satisfied, and I am
a very poor judge of public opinion. 1
have, .as the people of Victoria know,
defended the Grand Mrunk Pacific con-
tract upom the public platform. . Frol‘n
the standpoint of ‘Canada generally it is
an excellent contract, but I have never
said that by it the reasonable vyxshes of
the people of British 'Columbia have
been fully met. I claim that the Do-
minion Parliament went as far as it
was justified in going, but I have held
that there remains something yet to t!e
done, and that the obligation to do it
rests upon the Provincial Legislature,
if the people of British Columbia, who
have lived here many years, whose inter-
ests are all here and the welfare of
whose families depends upon the speedy
development of this Province and the
connection of the new transcontinental
railway with the existing centres of
population, are to receive the cousidera-
tion to which they hre entitled.”
We refer . to Mr. Lugrie's letter
in order to refresh the memory of our
readers in respect'to the attitude taken
by local Liberals prior to the last Do-
minion general elections. It is mnot $0
long ago, and therefore, the facts will
‘be still clearly in mind.
‘Respecting, the construction of the
IGrand Fru Pacific under the scheme
confirmed by Dominion :Act of Parlia-
ment, there were two main objections so
far as the people of this Province were
concerned. ‘One was the general terms
under 'which the road was to be built
as compared with the terms of the pro-
posal made by Mr. R. L. Borden, leader
of the Opposition; and the other was
the fact that no provision had been
made in the contract for simultaneous
commencement of construction at this
end. It was pointed out that the ex-
tension of the time during which the
Western portion of the railway could be
constructed by three years, was a de-
liberate attempt to enable the railway
company te hold up the Province for a
subsidy, or otherwise it meant that there
inténtion of commencing the
British Columbja portion of the road
until after all the other parts had been
completed. It is unnecessary here to
refer to the considerations which render-
ed such an agreement a grave injustice
to the Province of British Columbia.

The feeling of the people on the sub-
ject ‘was quite apparent, and in order
to offset the prejudice created in their
minds against the contract, solemn as-
surances were given that construction
of the ‘Grand Trunk Pacific would be
begun at this end forthwitk and carried
to completion at the same time as the
other portions of the road. We pointed
| out that this was an evident attempt to
deceive the people, as there were mno
clauses or conditions in the contrgct to
enforce it. As a final resort, a letter
from Mr. Hays, general manager of
the ‘Grand Trunk Railway, to Senator
Templeman was published on the eve
of the election, assuring him that AS
SOON AS RVEYS HAD BBEEN
COMPLETED construction would com-
mence at the Pacific end and proceed
eastward without delay. ¥

s Needless to say, the electors of Brit-
ish Columbia, buoyed up with hopes of
a transcontinental railway and promises
of its immediate construction, returned a
solid contingent of seven Liberal mem-
bers to Ottawa. The letter of Mr. Lu-
grin to 'the Mimes furnishes its own
commentary on the methods which nwere
used to win, and it bears out fully the
position the Colonist took prior to the
elections. 'Our contentiens then were
stoutly denied and F+ Mr. Lugrin no
less than others. Mr, Morse, general
manager of the Grand Trunk Pacific
Railway Company, is now in the eity.
Up to the present time we have had no
assurance, even of theyremotest charac-
ter, that without assistance- from the
Province, construction is to be begun
within the Province for several years
Jo come. We do not say that any blame
attaches to the managers of the Grand
Trunk Pacific Company for this condi-
tion of affairs. They know their own
business best and they look upon the
matter as it affects their own inter-
ests. The refleclion is entirely upon
those politicians who deliberately and
knowingly deceived the public for politi-
cal purposes.

EEE T R L
THE DUTY ON LUMBER.

The Montreal Daily Witness, which
stands as a representative of Free Trade,
principles in a protectionist country,
calls attention to the agitation in Brit-
ish Columbia for a duty of $2.00 a thou-
sand to be placed on rough lumber, and
points at the same time to an aunounce-
ment on the front page of the Vancou-
ver Province to the effect that the Van-
couver Lumber Company contemplates
an immediate extension of the mill
which is to double its output. The Wit-
ness regards the two things as incon-
sistent. Jt remarks that “capital ‘is
flowing rapidly to the lumber trade,
and it is a well-known lasv of finance
that capital flows from the less produe-
tive to the more productive enterprises,”
and adds that no “more effective way
of checking settlement,*and no more
selfish and unwarrantable way of bleed-
Ing poor settlers could be devised.” The
attitnde of the Witness illustrates the
danger of discussing a subject which it
*does mot understand. It is true that
some of the lumber men propose an ex-
tension of their mills and that capitalists
are securing timber limits here and there
throughout the Province. That, how-
ever, is a business speculation in antici-
pation of improved counditions and the
natural increased demand in the future
for lumber,

The present dapression of the lumber
industry in British Columbia arises out
of a temporary over-production”of the
western - mills, especially on the Puget
;Sr_nmd side of the line. The American
millmen, in order to dispose of surplas
stocks, are selling lumBer in Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories at slaugh-
ter prices. The poor settler, however,
does not get the“benefit of this reduc-
tion ‘in-price, but has to pay full sche-
dule rates to the dealer. The other day
the T. Eaton & Company. who are build-
ing a large husiness block i Winnipeg.
contracted with American millmen for
1.500.000 feet of Ilumber at $4.60 a
thousand, a price at which the logs could
not be put into. the mills in British.Co-
lumbia. Another case was referred to
in the Winnipeg Commereial. in which
the price tothe dealer did not egual the
amount of the freight charges. The ef-
fect of this condition of things on the
lumber industry in British ‘Columbia has
heen most demoralizing, and if coutinued
meéld have very serious consequences in-

. The Witness, however, is not alone
in expressing one-sided views on the
lumber question. The Montreal Herald
and other Libergl papers think that the
interests of the’ settler is of more im-
ortance than those of our lumbering
nterests. ~ British ‘Columbia, in other

hoy would get is the result of voting] WOrds, thongh in Confederation. must bhe
d.eprn_red nf the henefita of ‘Confedera-
tion in order that another portion of
Canada may enjoy the same more fully.

{ The Spokesman-Review, of Spokane,
‘which is very closely in touch with Brit-
ish Columbia affairs, especially with

‘Columbia for some time to come, un-|®verything which relates to the mining

industry of the -southern imterior, has
this to say editorially under the head-
ing “A Neighbor’s Prosperity”:

“British Columbia should be congratu-
lated on the excellent financial shows*
ing made during the past year. Ac-
cording to the Lieutenant-Governor, the
revenues exceeded the expenditures,
and the first surplus in the history :f
the Province was shown. There weic
larger tax returns, and, while the ex-
penditures were reduced ‘about 000,
the revenues were increased - nearly

,000. i

““This is evidence of good administra-
tive sbility, and it also imdicates that
the Province, as a whole, is in sound
financial condition. Although economy
‘was practiced in handling the public
funds, there seems to have been no nig-
gardliness that would cramp internal de-
velopment or arrest British Columbia’s
matefial advance. The 'Province is one
of such vast natural resources that it
ought to be sound and solid financially.
It has great stores of wealth, .and if
honestly and intelligently governed it
should ‘be prospefous and progressive in
the extreme. :

“There will not be the most satisfaec-
tory development of the Province’s re-
sources without works and agencies of
‘a public and semi-public character, and
these may necessitate large outlays;
but a careful use of the public moneys
should enable the Province to support
the more imperative projects without
subjecting itself to an oppressive finen-
cial strain. 'Materially and finahcially it
is probably better off today than ever
ibefore, and the prospect for growth in
the future was never brighter.”

PR | o e mema et

SEPARATE- SCHOOLS IN THE

NORTHWEST. -
Strong opposition is developing in
ICanada towards the propesal to incosr-
porate into thie constitution of the new
Province, or Provinces, of the North-
west Territories provision for the con-
tinuance of separate schools .en . their
present basis. - The Toronto Globe re-
gards the question as “a constitutional
problem.” 'The Toronto Telegram -re-
plies that if it is a constitutional ques-
tion, it $hould be left to the courts to
deal with. It is countended that educa-
tion, being strictly a matter for the Pro-
vincial authorities to legislate upogs the
question as to whether there shofild be
separate schools or not should be left
to the new Legislative Assembly to deal
with as it sees fit—in other words, that
the new Province should not be Brought
into existence with its hands tied in re-
gard to a question which so strongly af-
fects Provincial rights. 8ir Wilfrid
Laurier is 'warned that if he interferes
he will be making “the same mistake
that the nservatives made prior to
and during 1896, when they tried to
force separate schools upon the Prov-
ince of Manitoba. The question is stat-
ed, not as one affecting the propriety
or impropriety of separate schools. in
the Northwest, but as one with which
the people there should have the sole
right of dealing after they have secured
Provincial autonomy. It is held that
the representatives of 'the other Prov-
inces have no right to vote separate
schools into a constitution which may
be in epposition to the feelings of the
people for whom they are legislating.
1t is, therefore, quite evident that the
question is one which, in the circum-
stances; is calculated to give Sir Wil-
frid Laurier a great deal of trouble.

o e P o i NS
A CANADIAN MINT.

The proposal to establish a Canadian
mint is now before the Dominion Par-
liament, and is being freely discussed in
the (Eastern press. It is not claimed
that the establishment of a mint will be
attended with financial profit. The valge
of the gold coined represents mo more
than the value of the gold as bullion,
and there is no special demand in the
country for gold specie. Bank notes are
so safe that public confidence in’them
could hardly be shaken. The cost of
the mint will be ghemt half a million
dollars, and there are other methods of
obtaining the . necessary supply .of coin
‘without going to such an expense.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier defended the 'pro-
posal, not on the ground that it would
lbe profitable, but that it would promote
the development of Canadian nationality
to have our own gold coins put into
circulation with the ‘stamp of 'Canada on
their face. One argument in favor of
a ‘Canadiar mint 'is that it would create
a home market for native gold, such as
is produced in British IColumbia and the
Yukon.  Upon this point the &t. John
Sun says:

“This contention has at least the
merit of originality. Heretofore it has
not been suggested that there was a dif-
'ficulty about disposing of gold in this
country, It is taken in any quantities
and paid for on the spot by Canadian
banks at .Dawson. At Vancouver and
‘Victoria gold bricks, dust and nuggets

any time for legal tender. Dealers on
the Pacific coast of ‘Canada who sup-
ply the Yukon trade will thankfully
accept all the native ‘gold that is of-
fered ' them in exchange for _ goods.
'Gold was never a drug on the Cana-
 dian market,

“If the Yukon people buy largely from
Seattle, it is not done hecause Seattle
affords a marker for Canadian gold.
Rather the Canadian gold is shipped to
Seattle because that is the place where

plies.”
P A O G N RS L
THE ONTARIO SURPLUS.

The surplus in Ontario. about which
‘we have heard so much in years gone
lby, has already vanished into thin ajr.
Before the elections, Premier Ross de-
clared‘that he had three million dollars
cash in the bank. It has been dis-
covered, however, since Mr. Whitney
?gstta{(ﬁen over the reins of Government,

12 ere 1s a temporary loan ' of
$6,000,000 to e provided for. The loan
matures in May and will have to be met
partly by the eash in hand. The Tem-
iskaming Railway bonds, bearing 31
Der cent., have not been disposed of.
It ‘was felt by the previous Governmen',
that the market was mnot favorable for
disposing of its bonds at a good price,
and thus the short term loan of $6,000,-

was negotiated. The situation ap-
pears to'be this, that there is an indebt-
eduess twice as large as the ecash in
hand, wh'lch leaves a4 net result of $3.-
000,000 liability. For a rich Province
like Ontario there ought to be mno diffi-
culty in sucscessfully floating the bonds
of the Temiskaming Railway. Never-
theless, the delusion about a fat surplus
has been shattered.
—0

ASSASSINATION iN RUSSIA.,

The expected has happened. It wouid
be strange if, in the state of public feel-
ing in Russia, the murder of high offi-
cials did mot take place. Such events,
when they occur in the United States
or in other of the more civilized coun-
tries, excite horror in the minds of the

A

When you come to town, make his st
and Directory are it your eervice.
will keep them for' you.

Chemist

may be exchanged in any quantity at

the exporters of gold seek their sup-

Cyrus H. Bowes,
98 Govt. St Near Yates 8t., Victoria. B. C '

vEeg I0.....................'...0.0.. :

people everywhere, Lincoln and -
ﬂeléi:ndMoKhueyethq-vL at
the hands of an assassin, Universal in-
dignation was aroused in each case, No

i t would be considered too
great for the man who deliberately took
away the life of King Edward or Pre-
mier, Balfour or any other great man of
the day in Great Britain, France or Ger-
many. How is it then, despite our hor-
ror of such crimes, the killing of
the Grand Duke Sergius does not arouse
similar sensations? Is it not that it is
impossible to get out of our minds the
idea of a just meugbutiou? We cannot,

er

oppression and repression which has
created as a natural product the e

of men in high p .  Grand !

Sergius has been regarded as the most
reactionary of the Imperial Family, the
thead of the war panty and the evil gen-
ius of a much misgoverped country. To
him and to the governing party of whom
he 'was the most repugnant member, is
undoubtedly due the evils from which
Russia is suffering, and however much
we may abhor the means that has been
saken .to remove him the feeling is ever
present that his fate, and the apparent-
ly inevitable fate of his class, is some-
how deserved. At all events, having in
view the critical state of affairs in Rus-
sia, it is what may be and has been ex-

pected. The present war in the East,
with all its attendant misery, loss of life |
and cruel expense, the mations feel is
unjustifiable and wholly unnecessary. : It {
is the outcome of the traditional policy :
of aggression on the part of the Russian |
‘government and, in the present instance. :
of exceeding bad rfaith.,;a‘ Grand Duke |
Sergius is one of the chiefly respon- |
sible for it. Through war the inter- |
nal troubles of Russia have culminated; '
and the assassination, which is an inci- |
dent ﬂt these t.hﬂ:“b;?’ ;ml’ayibe but llz)l;e !
beginning of end. t is probably '
true that the late Grand Duke is only
one of a number marked out for a simi-
lar fate. With the murder of the otk- |
«ers will probably be inaugurated a reiga
of terror, during which the worst pent-
up. furies will be let loose. Russia with
ther armies at bay in Manchuria and
civil war kindling in her midst is in a
truly deplorable condition. Let us hope
in the interests of humanity that wisdom
and the better elements of the people
will prevail, that the nvar avill be
brought to a close and that the Govern-
ment will set to work and veform evils
that are producing its downfall.

O

' province.

[THE EIGHT HOUR SMELTER BILL.

The Nelson Tribune, Mr, John Hous-
‘ton’s paper, in the course of an editorial
on Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s bill providing
for an
narks:-
or oo
‘will not endorse any further unnecessary
and uncalled for interference with the
industries of the Province. . We have
suffered sufficiently already fromi' this
cause, especially in the Kootenays, and
just as we are settling down to steady
mine development, and the difficulties in
the way of successful and
operation are being removed, it is propos-
ed that the ¢lock of ; shall be set
back, and the industry be plusged into
another le between capital and la-
bor,~ which in the light of the desperate
condition during the Jlast few years,
‘would be more disastrous than that on
the eight hours in mines. The latber
was on every ground justified, as was
contended at the time, and if the em-
ployers had only realized that the legis-
lation was in line with British usage,
and humane considerations, the matter
would have caused mo hubbub and mno
strike. Eight hours for surface labor
is, however, an entirely different matter,
to which the following objections imme-
diately occur: The conditions surround-
ing the work do mot require it wm the
score -0of humanity. Neo such principle
shas been established, or was sought to
be established . - elsewhere. )
smelters could not afford to make the
voncession without either reducing
wages or increasing rates.”

—O
Ot

eight-hour day in smelbers, re- |
g j could be secured by 1908.

Would the following assist? You, as the
leading journal, offer a money reward for
the best three (in each of the following
classes) well thought out, practical
workable suggestions, received within the
month of March, temding

(a) To the increase of the attractions of
the city of Victoria as a residential city;

(b) As a tourist resors;

(c) For any local industry on new lines
p:esenting ‘a prospect of commercial suc-
cess.

Appoint an able and independent man on
your staff to edit all suggestions and

. pare them for publication in your joural

under a special column.

The prizes should be doubled or guad-
tupled if acted upon within eix months
from date. The prize committee should
consist of three prominent citizens. I
would also offer Jone prize in all three
classes for the best practical helpful ecriti-
fesm upon each prize ‘‘suggestion.”

WELL-WISHER.

Victoria, B. C., February 18, 1906.

BONUSING THE G. T. P.

. Sir—Re-threshing old straw is not a
profitable undertaking, but you have made
it necessary for me to ask you to permit
e to indulge in it to a limited extent.
You said in your iesue of Friday t ne
one contended more strenuously than I
during the late federal campaign that con-
struction on the Grand Trunk Pacific rail-
way would begin at the Coast immediately.
Fortunately I am not dependent upon my
OWDL or any one else’s memory for the posi-
tion”I took on this point, for on October
16, which was during the very midst of the
election campaign, I printed, in an article
defending the railway contract, the follow-
ing statement: ‘“There has been no declar-
ation, official or otherwise. as to en
construction will begin anywhere.” the
distribution of work at the public meeti
the discussion of the contract generally
fell to me, and I always laid stress upon
this point made in the above quotation.

This is all that seems necessary to be
szld on that subject, but perhaps you wil'
allow me to say that to me it seems very
uvnfortunate that you should have felt
jestified in reviving that well-worked cam-
paign cry that the extemsion of time for
tke cempletion of the G. T. P. was given
to enable the company to hold up the
To this absurd claim I address-
ed some little consideration at the various
meetings, saying that while there wenre so
many legitimate reasons from a business
point of view why the extension should be
granted, it seemed unjust to all concerned
to Invent ijlegitimate ones. This view of
tae matter appears to-have impressed the
people favorably, and they enthusiastically
endorsed the government's railway policy,
including the extension of time. But this
is politics, and perhaps we have had
encugh of politics in connection with the
opening of British Columbia by railways.

Let us give a little attention to the prac-
tical business matteqr now before the peo-
ple. The Dominion parliament has secured
the construction of a new transcontinental
line, to be completed by 1911. Dismissing
all questions as to terms of assistance, It
will be conceded that such a rallway will
be an excellent thing for this province. It
weuld be a better thing for the people
now living in the province if the line
It will be a
most excellent thing for ms all if construc-
tion is begun at this end this year. It will
be an excellent thing also if the best pos-
sible southern connections with the through
line can be secured at the earliest possible
cay, and if the establishment of these éon-
nections is simultaneous with the bdulld-
ing of the through line, It will be an ex-
cellent thing if the compamy bulldéng the
through railway can be got to interest f&-
self very actively in the colonization of the
province. These things the Dominlon par-
liament ‘has not provided for in British
Columbia, nor has it provided for anything
similar to them in any other part of the
Dominion. If we want these things or
any of them, we must get them ourselves.

It has seemed to me, and this is as far as
any one can very well go at present, that
it {s worth while for some one In author-
ity in the province to make an effort to
ascertain if they, or any of them, can be
got on such terms as the province can af-
ford to give. If they cannot, there is the
end of the whole matter. If they can be got
on such terms, let us have them. There is
no politics in this. At least, there ought

not to be.
CHARLBES H. LUGRIN.

FARMER’SEXCHANGE

B

ADVERTISEMENTS UNDER (HIs
HEAD ONL CENT PER WORD €ACH
ISSUE, NO ADVETISEMENT TAKEN
FOR LESS THAN 25 CENTS,

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

'l LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
o
)

FRUIT TRADE WITH AUSTRALIA

‘The following letter, received by the
Deputy Minister of ‘Agriculture, is publish-
ed for general information:

Sir—Mr. J. 8. Larke, the Canadian agent
of your government in this city, requested
e to correspond with you in the inter-
ests of fruit exports to Australia. I have
bad some small consignments of apples
from Canada, which realized from 13s. to
18s. 6d. per case of about 40 lbs. If your
fruit growers are exporting these- next
year, I advise their being carried in coo'
8pace if same can be obtained, as the ap-

les that came in cool space came to hand
a perfect condition. It ds not wise to
scnd pears unless cool space is avallable,
as pears ‘'will mot carry without refriger-
ator at about 40 degrees. These boxes of
pears, about 25 Tbs. weight, would realize
about 10s. per box here. Hard varieties of
aj.ples will carry without cool chamber, but
If cool chambers are available, it is in the
grower’s Interest to eend in the refriger-
ator, as the difference In freight is repaid
over and over again in the price realized.

Any information your growers in Can-
ada may want in respect to emports to this
country will be gladly furnished by me.

8d.) C. G. PIGGOTT.

s‘idney, 2 January, 1905.

4

MILL BAY AS A HARBOR.

]
'
o

Sir—Vancouver Island is to be congrat-
ulated on the purchase of the BE. N.
railway by the C. P. R.

The premier railway of Canada, with
i*3 resources and enterprise, will, we may
with confidence predict, develop the Island,
and give opportunities of self-development
to ‘many undertakings which up to the
present have languished, and which only
want railway accommodation to make the
Isiand one of the most prosperous places
in the British Empirg.

I have seen it suggested that the C. P.
R. may bring their traffic from the Ter.
minal City to Victoria via Nanaimo.

It is to be hoped that before finally de-
ciding upon this, or any alternative route,
censideration may be given to another
which is some 30 or 40 miles shorter and
the navigation easy. I allude to a route
via Mill Bay. : :

Now, gll vessels bound from Vancouver
to Victoria go through Plumper Pass, from
that to Mill Bay is but 20 miles, from
there connection can easily be made with
the E. & N.

Mill Bay is a natural deep water harbor,
and well sheltered; its peculiar advantages
cannot fail to strike anyone who will spend |
ar hour or so examinmg the facllitfes it
offers, and the ease with which it could be
¢cnnected " with the rallway.

LENOX MacFARLANE,

£ Major.
Cobble Hill, February 17. ’

AL
0

PRIZE HINTS ON VICTORIA’S
PROGRESS.

Sir—I take it that the minds of many of
Victoria’s well-wishers are Jjust now agitat-
€2 with schemes for Victoria's welfare.
There is a reluctance on the part of many
bright people to impart ideas pro bono
publico without hope of personal reward,
and thus many brilllant ideas are “still-

ore your headquarters. Our Telephone
Leave your bparcels at our store. We

FOR SALE—100 White Leghorns, in block
or lots, also a few Brahma males, out
of imported eggs from Shaw of Brockton,
Mass. Wm. Caldwell, S8alt Spring Island.
Bﬁe hives also, as I cannot attend thgg
all,

FOR SALE—Fresh cow. Apply S.
son, Burnside road.

FOR SALE—Two fresh cows with or with-
out calves; good milkers. H. D. Tilly,

John-
118

South Saanich, Keating P, 0. ja12

WANTED—To parchase a good work-
ing team, not less than 1,100 pounds.
Apply Box 43, Colonist Office.

ADARE POULTRY FARM, Wm. Baylis,
Ross Bay, Fairfield Road, Vietoria, B.C.*
Choice eggs for setting, from pure bred
and vigorous stock. Barred
outh Rocks, from first prize birds; S.
C. Black Minorcas; 8. C. Brown Leg-
horps; 8. C. White Leghorns. All eggs
tested before shipping and warranted
from choice matings. Orders taken at
Brown & Cooper’s, Government street,
or by post card to P. O. Box 580, Vic-
toria, B. C. ja26

B
EVERY MAN

Who shaves himself will be more
than pleased with a

RADIUMITE
RAZOR STROP

Price................$1.00
With a dollar back guarantee
}

Sent postpaid, with ecircular of In-
structions, on receipt of price.

Write to us about any of your
Drug Store requirements. 'We send
every thing mailable, 1aid down at
your post office’at eitv prices.

Terry & Marett

Mail Order Druggists,
VICTORIA, B. C.

SPROTT-SHAW

Business University
VANCOUVER, B. C.,

Furnishes most reliable courses in
all COMMERCIAL SHORTHAND
(Gregg & Pitman), TYPEWRIT-
ING, TELEGRAPHIC (Railroad and
Cemmerclal), LANGUAGE AND
TECHNICAL branches,

R J. SPROTT, B. A., Prinecipal,
H.A. SCRIVEN, B.A., Vice-Prin.

EMPIRE CREAM SEPARATOR

The Separator that al-
ways kéeps ahead of the
procession. It Turns
Easler, Skims TFaster,
Lasts YLonger; requilres
fewer repairs. Built on
common sense plans. The
Separator with a Simple
Bowl.

Baxter & Johnson
Agents.

53 Whart St., Victoria.

For Term of Years

250 acres good Dairy Farm; 50 acres
good fruit and pasture land, part cleared,
balance burn{ over; convenient to city and
rajlroad. Apply

H. T. OLDFLIED,
-~ P, 0. Box 406, City.
f vbgkqjar vbgkgjar bmfbar mrar bmrar

Highest Cash Prices Paid

for Raw Furs and Skins.
Special Prices paid for Otter and Mink.
C. SMI

17 Water Street, Vancouver, B. C.
Reference: Canadian Bank of Commerce.

GRIFFIN'S EXTRA

G00000Q

PEARS, PER TIN o...oiiiivio i,
THESE ARE THE FINEST GOODS IN HEAVY SYRUP.

DESSERT FRUITS

ERACESVER VN ... Sl sl 00
AURICOTS, PER TIN ... . ....0.. 0 o e

iR

COOROCOOO

&

DIXI H. ROSS & CO,

The fndependent Cash Grocers

2000

Gang, Sulky and
Alsa Hoe, Shoe

‘OLIVER CHILLED

E. G.

VICTORIA.

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF

‘Walking Plows’

OF ALL KIRDS

and Disc Drills

Made by Massey - Harris ("o, We wish
to call your special atteation to

the

& STEEL PLOWS

THE BEST AND CHEAPEST ON THE MARKET.
Send for Catalogues and Prices.

PRIOR & CO., LLD. LY.

VANCOUVER.

- KAMLOOPS.

e,

-

(From Friday's Dail

Rumors of dSmugglers.—T}
fTimes says the government of
aware that a number of smu
now operating ou Puget Soud
js not at all uunlikely that thd
Seout and Guard will be des
search of sloops supposed to by
opium and Chinese from point]
ish Columbia.

C. P. R. Hotel.—The found
Yhe new C. P. R. hotel a
are nearing completion and t
for the superstructnre i
Jet ere long. The recent
weather has aided the wor
concrete is being filled in ri
pile drivers lLave gone;
complete.

The Water Expert. — Aj
Adams, the waterworks expert
here from California to report
best method to be pursued in
and improving the civic wate
completed his labor on W
and left the same evening for §
cisco. His stay here was of
weeks’ duration and therefore
only earn the stipulated sum of
at the rate of $1,000 per weeH
his stay: Mr. Adams inspecte
outlying areas of possible wates
iGoldstream, Sooke, and Elk an
jakes. It is mot thought tha
be able to submit his report £(
nveeks.

* Increased Business.—Speakis
progress on the wcoast, Mr.

said at ‘Winnipeg that he is
pleased with the outlook at ¢
‘There is a marked increase in
activity throughout the whole d
Columbia, and Vietoria and V
are feeling the effects. The cod
of the mew hotel at Victoria,
improvement and enlargement
will give employment to a m
workmen, and the planning

works is a sufficient indicatiof
confidence which is placed in
crease of business and shippi

Orient.

Vet S e I
(From Saturday’s Dail
A Telephone Deal—On
evening at Nanaimo negotiati
completed between the Nanaij
pphone Co., and Dr. Lefevre 4
{Farrell, representing the B.
iphone Co., by which the local
is absorbed by the other.
improvements will be made, an
tallic return system installed.
maimo company started in a s
eighteen years ago. About eig
ago the B. C. Telephone Co.
control of the majority of the

Grand Trunk Terminus—ILoe
supposedly closely in touch wi
anental circles at Ottawa state
day that they had definite inf
to the effect that it has been a
decided to locate the terminu|
Grank Trunk Pacific at Sof
Simpson, coming to the coast b
Cunningham passage. As i
that this is an extreme likelih
t0 be mentioned that local heo
Port Simpson townsite proper
yesterday approached in an effd
sange for a sale of their holdin

% ‘Hopper-Dunsmuir Case.——ﬁx
*will be made to have a specia
of ‘the Full eourt at as early a
“possible, to take up the Hopp
muir case. E. V. Bodwell, K
{Sip. Charles. Hibbert Tupper, cd
thef defendant litigants, have
fri the south. All the Califg

dence has been taken. Mr

‘Drake, the trial judge would §

¥ in judgment fo

; Appeal was then take;

f®ull court, and finally it was

fhat a commission be appointed

§ fevidence in San Francisco. D

£/ this evidence has been taken, b

¢/ are reddy to appear before 4
court.

Will Recover—It is now belig
‘Wateboo, the Kitkatla Indian,
ing suspected of witcheraft, wa
mear the Port Simpson reservaf
recover. Word just received fi
Simpeon is to the effect that 4@
tion was performed by Dr. K¢
sisted by Dr. Wilson, and it |

. @ great success. The patient
well and is practically out of d

Power Mill Mishap—In an
at the corning mill at the
Powder Works at Northfield ¥
nforning, one Chinaman was
a considerable portion of the
stroyed. A. J. Scott, general
the works, received the mews
phone yesterday. The dead o
blown a distance of 50 feet,
iwas the force of the explosio
main buildings at the works
injured to any extent.

The Fall Fair—Correspondend
taking place. between the exed
the B. C. Agricultural Associa
the management of the Domii
to be fheld at New Westminsteq
to the making of amn equitable
ment between the two bodies as
of the decision of the local orgd
te forego the usual fall fair ey
It is hoped and believed the Rq
people will readily consent to
that no fair shall be held at N¢
minster mext year, every effi
made to assure the success of {
in Vietoria.

High-Priced Price.—E. G.
musieian who has visited Victon
times and is known here an
regarded as eccentric, if not iu
arrested by the Tacoma poli
day, charged with insanity. Pri
decided aptitude for music, and
ing under the ‘delusion that he
genius and inspirational ‘techy
Paderewski. Knowing the m
culiarities some practical joke
coma awired him a fake telegra
ing him $100.000 a week to

acoma and play in a levi
tre. The next train br ht Pr
when he found that all of th
ville houses were well supplied
ent, was disposed to make t

Lumber Advanced.—An adv
prices of lumber and lumber
has been announced by the P cif
Lumber Manufacturers’ As
4 meeting in Seattle, and th 4
be the first step towards restorin|
on the finished timber output
Afoast to their normal position.
Important action was the adwv
cided upon, which will averag

THEY MEAN IT.

ON one should, suffer a mome
With Piles for Dr. Leonhardt’
Roid" will cure any case.

guarantee for $1,000 go
every package of the Hem-Roid

No matter what kind you havd
Bleeding, Internal, Ext
r Supurating, Dr. Leonhs

0id will cure you.

is is a strong statement,
Supported "by a thousand test
from those who have been pern|
cured by Hem-Roid.

If you are not cured
money back. $1 at
Wilson-Fyle Co.,
alls, Out.

you g
Druggzists

Limited,




