. The Colonist.

A Her Mnjeuty’l-chancter stands out pre-
. |'eminent. There is something extremely
touching about it. We read in the
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stories of ‘chivalry how, when the fight-
ing men came Home from many a-bloody

THE WAR.

The" transport of troops across Portu-
-guese territory from Beira is not quite
it was a short
It is rather surprising that
advantage was not taken of this route

as important now as
time ago.

 field, the chieftain’s wife and her
maidens came out to meet them it token
of their thankfulness. Many an artist
has chosen such a scene for his skill,
and depicted womanly youth and beauty
greeting the battle-stained veterans from
the castle gate. But the Queen does
not wait for the heroes to come to her.

some time ago so as to send a relief| gpe could not go to them, but she could

force to Mafeking.

300 miles.

line.

Very little news has come through dur-
ing the last two days, and everyone isa
great deal at sea as to what is going on.
“The withdraw of Gen. Colville and Col.
French from the country east of Bloem-

fontein cannot be understood as

‘aﬁandonment of any determined “plan.

The movement was probably only
temporary one and simply intended
keep that part of the\conntry clear

the enemy, while the general advance
L ]

was being arranged.

No word has come from the western
border for several days, and we have
not been told what has become of Col.
Drummond’s 3,000 men, with the peén-
toon train, who started apparently for
‘Mafeking about ten days ago, nor
force which: set out for
Griquatown some two weeks ago, the
movements of which the despatches said

that other

would be worth watching.

The several columns that were mov-
ing northward through the Free State
to join Gen. Roberts have not been re-

ported for several days.

; Perhaps the most significant piece
news is that Lady Roberts is going
Bloemfontein.

portant work in hand to permit him
leave the front.
B | —

THE PRINCE OF WALES.

The attempt upon the life of the
Prince of Wales will evoke expressions
of sympathy and indignation from every-

one, except the comparatively few
conditioned people who are inspired

hatred for everything appertaining
royalty.

would-be assassin’s
‘mark.

bullet missed

Sixty years.
caped criticism, and perhaps for some

“it there may have been foundation; but
not even his worst traducers have denied

that he is anything other than

-str‘aightforward, ‘honest-hearted. kindly
thinking man, who does his duty with

The distance from
Beira to Salisbury, which is on the line
of railway to the Cape, is approximately
There is no railway from
Beira inland, but there is a telegraph

This indicates that the
way is perfectly clear and that her hus-
band is in no wise disturbed byKruger’'s
threats, and also that he has too im-

It is difficult to believe . that
‘even among such there will be any other
feeling than one of gratification that the

The Prince of Wales has lived
in the full glare of the *fierce light
which beats about a throne ’’ for nearly
He has not always es-

go to their mothers, their wives, their
sisters, their sweethearts and tell them
how she, and how her people every-
where, esteem the noble work done by
their loved omes on veldt and kopje.
The heart of a true woman inspired a
womanly deed, and unless the world
has all gone wrong, that simple deed
will accomplish more than the eloguencé
of statesmen or the wisdom of legis-
latures.

3 AU Vet S
A CABINET OF CURIOS.

Joseph; came  from
Manitoba, remarkable for his belliger-
ency, being always in a row with some
one; served the people, so he says, in his
original habitat until he became obnox-

an

8] No. 1. Martin,
to

of

paid $15,000 or some such sum to clear
out and let the dear people fight their
own battles; has a marvellous faculty
for putting his foot in it; can make more
blunders in a given space of time than

No. 2. Yates, J. Stuart; native born;
remarkable for nothing in particular,

No. 3. Curtis, Smith; came from Mapi-
toba; deaf; never did anything worth
talking about.

No. 4. Beebe, George Washington;
imported from the United States; deaf;
cantankerous; has had no experience
whatever in public life; ran for the office
of reeve and was defeated; chief char-
acteristie, lack of popularity.

No. 5. Ryder, Colin 8.; imported from
Ontario; calls himself ‘“Cheap John”;
ran for Mayor of Cumberland and was
badly defeated; has been a clerk in a
grocery store; ran a little shop, sold it
and came down looking for a job; has
had no public experience that anybody
knows of.

In all seriousness, the infliction. of such
ill-| a cabinet upon the people of British Col-
by | umbia is the grossest kind of an out-
to| rage. And half the truth about it has
not yet been told.

of
to

to

—_—
MORE HYSTERICS.

its| “1: is a barren week that does not bring

ious to the powers that be, when he was

any other public man in Canada.

o 7
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ince, an inexperienced young man, who
has lately been running a little variety
ghop in a remote town and who was
looking for a job of some kind when Mr.
Martin encountered him. = Does such an
act as this indicate that Mr. Martin is
in possession of ordinary sound judg-
ment? i3

Really the matter has assumed a very
serious aspect. ~For several months the
money of this province is fo be subject
to the control of a man who would find
it difficult to secure employment with
any firm for which he has recently
worked, not because he is morally per-
verted, but simply because of his utter
lack of capacity. What can the Lieu-

mit such a thing?

MISREPRESENTATION COR-
RECT

We must ask the Vancouver Province
to correet its statement in regard to the
effect of the suit against the New Van-
couver Coal Company. Our contempor-
ary says that if the Coal Cempany’s
title is set aside the property will go to
the Railway Company. This is so very
inaccurate that, even allowing for the
characteristic ' recklessness of the Prov-
ince, the statement must have been made
‘in ignorance of the facts. Following are
the salient facts in this connection, which
we state  briefly, so that they can be
readily grasped:

The land which the government has
attempted to convey by the letters pat-
ent to the New Vancouver Coal Com-
pany consists of several thousands ' of
acres, The Railway Company claims only
about 200 acres.

The claim in the suit against the Coal
Company is that the land under the har-
bor belongs to the Province; the Railway
Company claims that the 200 acres be-
longed to the Dominion.

If Mr. Martin’s contention is right and
the land belongs to the Province, then it
never belonged to the Dominion, ahd if
it never belonged to the Dominion, the
Railway Company never had any title to
it.

If the government succeeds in its suit
against tke Coal Company, the claim of
the Railway Compsay to the 200 acres
will be jeopardized, if not wholly cut
away.

If the Province will ask any lawyer, or
if it will simply look up the matter for
itself, it will see that it is wholly wrong
in saying that, if the Coal Company
loses, the Railway Company will get the
land. )

e e e

MR. MARTIN’S CONFESSION.

forth something to send the so-called
metropolitan uewspapers of the United
States into hysteries. The casus belli
at present is the fact that Gen. Cronje
has been sent to St. Helena. This ia
described as something ' quite monstrous.
It affords one more reason why the Brit-
ish Empire ekould be wiped off the face
of the earth. 'Why should this good and

of

a

rare fidelity and good humor. On count- great person be sent to St. -Helena? ask

less oeccasions he ‘has- displayed - that
greatest of all qualities in a prince, tact.
His position is one of no small difficulty.
It calls for peculiar qualities of mind

the hysterical folk: in a variety of lan-
guage and -with much passion.

generals long in captivity” they say; and
so on for column after column. We sup-

“The
United States did not keep any Spanish -

and heart, and the fact that he is the
most popular prince who ever held the
title is the best proof that he possesses
those qualities in an eminent degree.
The Prince has been accustomed to
mingle with the people in true demo-
cratic fashion. Doubtless like many
private individuals, he did not disdain
precautions for his personal safety, but
if he took them, no one was much the
wiser. - There need be no occasion for
surprise that it was at Brussels that the
attenipt was made upon his life. Brus-
' sels is a hotbed of anarchists, and just
now we suppose there are a good many
Boer sympathizers among its population.

pose that Geuneral Cronje has been sent
to St. Helena becduse, being a prisoner
of war and a very important one, it was
desirable to keep ‘him
safety until the war is over.
being punished for a crime, as the San
Francisco Examiner says,
no ‘crime. He has simply been a victim to
the fortunes of war.
over he will be set at liberty.

So far as St. Helena goes, it is rather
‘a comfortable sort of place for a prisoner
of war to find himself,
not.very large; but it is an attractive
sort of place by mnature. It is not es-

somewhere in

He committed

When the war is

But it is a comment wupon

guarantee of Great Britain—the heir

Britain’s throne should have his life put

i jeopardy by an assassin.

3 We are sure that we voice the senti-
“ments of the people of this city and

province ‘when we express the heartiest| hut Cronje is not Napoleon.
thankfulness that His Royal Highness

escaped without
hope that he may be long spared
enjoy the esteem in which he is held

the people of his royal mother’s Empire.

*God Bless the Prince of Wales.”

ARG o Y MR S

THE QUEEN IN IRELAND.

The visit of Her Most Gracious

national
gratitude to think that in Belgium’s
capital—Belgium, whose very existence
as an independent country is due to the

pecially distinguished for social gayety;
but he must be a poor sort of a fellow
who cannot spend a few months there in
comfort. = To be sure Napoleon died
there; but more pebple die in their beds
than anywhere else, yet we never heard

this alleged as a reason why we should
not go to bed. It is true also that Na-

poleon was very lonely and much worried
by his few years’ residence on the Island;
The differ-
ence between his- home in the Trans-

to

injury, and add the|vaal and the accommodation which St.

to | Helena will offer him will not be as great
by |as between Fontainebleau and Longwood.
Morcover, Napoleon was eaten up with
a sense of his personal importance. He
fancied every one to be in a conspiracy
to put slights upon his dignity. It is
only necessary to read the details of his

Majesty to Igeland is an event of much life there to be surprised that there could

interest.

nation.

Nearly forty years have|be such infinite littleness of chakacter of.
rolled away since she last met her Irish
subjects in their own home, forty event-
ful years, to herself as well as to the
Her reception has been hearty;| earth’s greatest sons.

a man, who bade fair at one time to rule
the world, and whom we are all agreed
must be accorded a’ place among the
Cronje, on the

and we are confident that her presence | other hand, will vex himself with no such

in the Emerald Isle will do much good.
There were those who thought that a

visit to Dublin at this time might be

harassing thoughts. He will doubtless
accept his short imprisonment with equa-
at-| nimity and return home when peace has

tended with some messtire of personal|been made, with a sound digestion and

danger;

duty.

descended.

This visit to Dublin has and is intend-
It is the
‘highest recognition which the Empress-

ed to have only one meaning:

‘Queen ‘can give of the loyal devotion

the Irish soldiers to the flag and Em-
‘When story after story came from
‘South Africa of how the Irish regiments
were nobly sustaining their traditions
for dauntless valor and splendid loyalty,
it came into the mind of the Queen that
she would .go to Ireland and there give
the thanks of herself and people for the
heroism of _those to whom she had

pire.

but this we never believed.
Even if it were, Her Majesty would not
for such a reason shrink from doing her
She is known to possess pre-
¢minently that most regal of all quali-
ties, courage, which is indeed a charac-
teristic of the family from which she is

4 clearer -understanding of the relative
proportions of all Boerdom and the Brit-
ish Empire.

. R TR
THE FINANCE MINISTER.

The appointment of Mr. Ryder to the
post of finance minister of this province
cannot be justified by any conceivable
reason. . In all seriousness it raises a
very grave question in everyone’s mind.
Taken in connection with his astonish-
of | ing blunder about the British Columbia
Southern grant, his absurd attack upon
certdin newspaper men who have op-
posed him, and his very extraordinary
conduct ever since he has beea in public
life in this province, it presents a prob-
lem that is perfectly inexplicable, if we
credit Mr. Martin with ordimary intelli-
gence, To-day he i§ going to ask the
Liberal party of . this' ‘province to

_graciously given permission to wear the | reeogniZe: chim-as - their: leader; 'and- he

Shamrock.
for in all things the womanly side

It was a woman's thought;

expects them 49 aceept #s ‘a miniSter to
of § take charge of the finances of this prov-

good for the soul, but there is not much
soul in politics, and so Mr. Martin’s
! confession of ignorauce in regard to the

Crow’s Nest Pass grant will not help

him any. The old saying, *“It was
worse than a crime, it was a blunder,”
is a more appropriate quotation. People

forgive ecrimes; they never forgive
blunders.

| The grant to the Crow’s Nest Pas§
railway was the piece de resistance of
the Martin banquet. People were in-
vited from far and near to partake of it.
1t looked very beautiful when it was
first served up, adorned with all the
flowers of Martinesque rhetoric. Truly
it was a dainty dish to set before the
king. But alas, alack and well-a-day.
At the first touch the whele thing col-
lapsed, like the wonderful things told of
in other fairy tales.  As the darkey said
of the flea, “ When you came to look
where it wuz, it wuzn’t dar.”

Just try and appreviate this fact. This
grant'was Mr. Martin’s great argument,
and he never took the trouble to look at
the grant. Two minutes’ inspection of
the document would have shown him
the truth; yet he did not think it neces-
sary to make this two minutes’ inspec-
tion. Perhaps he did not want the
truth. He went blindly on. He wanted
the grant to be a certain way; there-
fore it must be that way. Day after
day he thought about it, and yet he
never deemed it werth while to go down-
stairs from the Attorney-General’s office
into the Lands and Works office and
ask some one to show him the grant,
This, be it remembered, is the gentle-
man who wishes the electors of British
Columbia to accept his word for the
claim that the province can borrow all
the money it needs to build all the rail-
ways it requires.  Why, he has shown
himself so unreliable that if he should
tell you it was daylight, you would not
feel quite safe in acting upon the in-
formation until you had looked out of
the window to see for yourself. We
shall have to adopt as a maxim: “When
Mr. Martin says a thing, be careful to
find out for yourself if it is so.”

There is another very funny thing
about this grant. The late government
did not know the royalty clause was in
it. They simply did not know anything
about it. When, the statement of the
Colonist on this point came under the
notice of a very prominent member of
the Semlin cabinet, he promptly tele-
graphed to Victoria to find out if it was
true. The fact that the royalty clause
was in the grant was not due in the
most remote degree to the forethought
of Messrs. Semlin, Cotton & Co. They
did not know what answer to make to
Mr. Martin... They suppesed that they
had given the whole business away, just
as they tried to give the Nanaimo harbor
goal away. . The province was—saved
this valuable source of revenue because
that very much abused government,
which Lieutenant-Governor McInnes
dismissed in 1898, left the law in such
a shape that the company ecould only
get the land subsidy subject to the con-
dition as to the royalty.

Why is it that the province of British
Columbia is entitled to a royalty of B
cents per ton upon the: coal in’ the
Crow’s Nest Pass - grant, which. Mr.
J3seph Martin says will' | amvount -to
$500,000,000? ' Not for anything that

tenant-Governor be thinking-of to per-|.

It is said that an honest confession is|

& Ry pei s
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Mr: Martin-did; -not- for ‘anything that
the Semlin government did; but solely
and wholly becaunse the Turner govern-
ment protected the rights of the people
and took care that the railway subsidies
should be given under the general land
act of the province, and therefore be
subject to all reservations for royalty.
Mr. Martin’s blunder has borne un-
expected fruit, for it has demonstrated
that but for the care and foresight of
the Turner ministry this possible asset
of $500,000,000 would have been lost to
the province.
G R O L A

THE. LATEST SELECTION.

(From Wednesday’s Daily Colonist.)

Mr. Martin has discovered another
minister.. He is a Mr. Ryder. He is
said to live up in Cnmberland, which is
near the Union coal mines. He used to
keep ‘a store there, we believe. He is
utterly unknown politically, and almost
unknown in any other capacity. We
presume that he is one of the “strong
men” for whom Mr. Martin has been
searching high and low for the past four
weeks. We venture to say that out of
his immediate neighborhood, not twenty-
five men in British Columbia ever heard
of him. This is not to say that he is
not eminently respectable and virtuous.
We do not know anything on this point.
But it does prove that he is not a proper
selection for the responsible position of
finance minister. If Mr. Martin ever
had good judgment he is fast losing it.
Things look as though he were about to
demonstrate anew that “ whom the gods
wish to destroy. they first make mad.”

Mr. Martin, distrusted at Ottawa by
the Liberal leaders, and turned down at
most of the Liberal conventions in the
province, is going to the Liberal conven-
tion at Vancouver to-morrow for the
purpose of stampeding that body . inta
supporting him as the leader of the
Liberal party. Will b‘]&ake with him
Mr. Yates, Mr. Curtis, Mr. Beebe and
Mr. Ryder, and say to the assembled
delegates: “These be thy gods, O
House of Israel” 2 We think we see
him doing it. He would have to label
them in order that the delegates would
know who they aF¥e. We think we see
the Liberal party of British Columbia
accepting the leadership of such a col-
lection of political nondescripts.

Mr. Martin’s selection of ministers is
an insult to the ‘intelligence of the

province. It seems inconceivable that
a man with a fragment of political
acumen would attempt to appeal to the
voters with such a cabinet. The Lieu-
tenant-Governor, must groan in spirit
Lv‘hen each new name is presented to
im.

el
A LITTLE PLAIN TALK.

The Coloniist has borne the burden and
hea: of the day in the contest for com-
stitutional government, the overthrow of
Mr. Martin and the restoration of set:
tled conditions in this province., Day af-
ter day, and week after week we have
kept up the ﬁght, accepting the abuse of
opponents 4nd the criticisms of others
with compiézté equanimity. 'We have
waited ' throggh all these weeks for a
single word: of encouragement from those
from whom'encouragement might reason-
ably be looked for. We have waited to
hear some one say a word indicating that
what we have endeavored to advance in
thgse columns would be crystallized inte
action. We have waited to hear some
one, who aspires to leadership, point out
the line which ought to be followed. Not
a word has been spoken. Mr, Martin and
the Colonist have had a lively contest, but
the men who hope to be elected to the
legisiature, the men who hope tofill
cabinet offices if he is defeated, are sil-
ent. So far as the Colonist is concerned
it makes very little difference whether
‘they keep silence or take the lead. We
have a duty to perform to the country
and shall try to discharge it as we un-
derstand it; but so far as the public is
concerned it makes a good deal of dif-
ference. The, people are growing heartily
'tired of the inaction of those who expect
to receive their suffrages by and bye.
What are the people to expeet? . What
are the would-be leaders waiting for?
Has no one any better message for the
people of British Columbia than the New
Westminster vagaries, the revolutionary
notions of Mr. Martin and Mr. Cotton’s
platitudes? Now and then we hear some
one. exclaim: ‘“What we need. is~party
lines.” But suppose we are forced into
party lines, what then? At most “party
lines” is a scheme for cgrrying constitu-
encies. It is not a policy. It promises
to redress nothing that is wrong or se-
cure anything that is good. Meanwhile
the province is drifting along between
the Seylla of the New Westminster plat-
form and the Charybdis or Martinism.

Just here a word as to the duty of pub-
lic journals.in a crisis like the present.
There are some people who think that a
newspaper is an organ to be played upon
by certain politicians and that when they
do not play it should remain silent. Our
view of the matter is quite the contrary.
Compared to an established paper any
political combinations that can be arrang-
ed are-ephemeral. The politician accepts
office and passes off the scene; but. the
newspaper goes on, defending his rights
_and those of his neighbors day after day,
while he is enjoying the fruits of his
briet political labors. Or he drops out
of active politics, either because he has
had enough of it or his constituents have
had enough of him, but the newspaper
goes on, fighting the battles of the people
according to its lights. Take the Col-
onist for example, Its history is the
political history of British Columbia. One
generation of politicians after another—
for politicidns as such.are a short-lived
lot—have vailed against it;: but it has
gone on from year to year doing its part
in shaping the destiny of this province.
And so it hopes it will go on, ever fight-
ing the battle of the people, ever striving

for what it believes.to be good govern:
ment, ever, preferring the ' interests: of:

Britjsh Columbia as a whole. to that “ef

A POLITICAt WRIGGLER.

(From Tuesday’s Daily Edition.)

Mr. Joseph Martin, in. an intérview
which we print this morning, mo longer
pretends that the Orow’s Nest Pass coal
lands are not subject to a royalty, and
admits that he did not know they were
so subject,’ but endeavors to wriggle
out of the hole into which he has got him-
self. With his characteristic style of
dealing with public questions he says that
he cannot understand why the Colonist
defends “the nefarious transaction,”
camely; the grant to the British Colum-
hia Southern. . Here again Mr. Mattin is
wrong. The Colonist in so many words
deciired to defend the grant. On March
29, and in the same article in which we
pointed out Mr. Martin’s blunder about
the royalty, we said:

‘“We have not the data necessary for
the fuli discussion of this guestion, and
must decline to express any opinion upon
the validity of the grant just now. The
case calls for fuller study than we have
been able to give it, but we may admit
for argument’s sake that Mr. Martin was
right in holding that the question should
have been adjudicated on by the courts.
It is no part of the business of the Colon-
ist to defend the action of the Semlin
government in this matter. When the
question was first mooted in the house
as to whether or not certain land grants
to railways had been forfeited, the Colon-
ist expressed the opinion that the point
ought not to be evaded, but should be
promptly met and settled. Mr. Martin
can pummel Messrs. Semlin and Cotton
to his heart’s content for their action in
this matter and we will not have a word
to say in protest.” Later in the same ar-
ticle we said: ‘“We make no claim that
this justifies the action of the Semlin gov-
ernment.”

We defy Mr. Martin to spell any de-
fence of the transaction out of this lan-
guagze, and do not propose to let him drag
a red herring over the scent by creating
such an imppession. He must toe the
mark and take his medicine. He had his
fifteen minutes’ fun at the expense of the
Colonist, and we propose now to have our
turn.

‘When Mr. Martin wrote his letter to
the Colonist, printed on the 29th ultimo,
he said: - “I beg to point out, however,
that you are in error in supposing that
the law providing for a royalty applies
to this land grant.” Here we haye a de-
liberate statement made after his atten-
tion had been called to his blunder. The
blunder was bad enough in the first place.
For so wonderful a genius to go upon
the public platform and spend most of
his time in elaborating a point in which
there is absolutely nothing at all was bad
enough. And the funny part of the busi-
ness was that Mr. Martin had button-
holed divers and sundry persons in vari-
ous parts of the community, and treated
them to the same dose. He would wind
up by saying: “When I show this up,
don’t you suppose I'll get votes?’ or
words to that effect. It was a blunder
carefully rehearsed, a blunder inexcus-
able in one'of the pages in the legisla-
‘ture or a district messenger boy, a blun-
der which the Vancouver World declar-
ed “unanswerable.” When he was met
face to face with the statement that he
was wrong, instead of going to his books,
as we recommended him, to find out the
truth, he proceeded to take us to task in
a-manner which simply delighted his
friends. And now he has to take it all
back, to admit that he was wrong, to
eut out of his precious specch all the
very pith of it and start off on an en-
tirely new tack.

But there is something more remark-
able yet to be told. In his letter to the
Colonist Mr. Martin said:

“The lands which have been transfer-
red to the British Columbia Southern
Railway Company were not acquired by
them under the provisions of said chapter
113 (Consolidated Statutes), but under
the provisions of various subsidy acts
passed from time to time in which there
is no reservation of a royalty.”

This was supposed by Mr. Martin to be
sufficient to crush anyone. He has been
going around the country killing “heaps
upon heaps” of his opponents after the
manner of Samson, and believed the
Colonist would be duly crushed; but we
declined to be crushed, and showed Mr.
Martin that he was utterly and absolute-
ly wrong. Now we propose to show that
not only was he wrong, but that he must
have known he was wrong, that he not

lic at his meetings, but attempted to
back the Colonist down with the rawest
kind of a bluff. Writing under date of
March 29, 1899, to R. B. Haldane, Q.C.,
to get an opinion as to the legality of
this subsidy, Mr. Martin said:

“You will notice that the land grant of
20,000 acres per mile given to the Crow’s
Nest and Kootenay Lake Railway Com-
pany by section 1 of said act WAS NOT
GIVEN DIRECT TO THE COM-
PANY AS IS CUSTOMARY UNDER
THE DOMINION STATUTES, BUT
THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR-IN-
COUNCIL WAS AUTHORIZED TO
GRANT 20,000 PER MILE TO THIS
COMPANY,” ETC.

‘This statement is distinctly contra-
dicted by Mr. Martin’s ‘letter to the Col-
onist. He began his case for the over-
throw of the subsidy by stating specifical-
ly that the land was not given under the
Subsidy Act, and then turned completely
around and writes to the Colonist that
is was givgn under that act. ’After this
can anybody take Mr. Martin seriously?

Did ever a4 man appear in a more ridicul-
ous light?" 'What becomes of this terrible
fellow whose appetite demanded a poli-
tical opponent for breakfast and a de-
feated ministry for dinner every day and
who lunched off such small fry as news-
papcrmen? - He is stripped of his lion’s
;l;n’ and exposed for just exactly what
I8,
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Croup, Coughs and Colds are all quickly
cured by Pyny Pectoral. It lessens the
cough almost’ instantly, ‘dnd cures- readily
the most obstinaté’ édid.” ' Manufactured by’

any section, . ..oria fcocadiiSusd

the proprietors of Perry Davis’ Pain Killer.

only was deliberately deceiving the pub--

A CHARGE REFUTED.

The tollowing extract appeared in the
News-Advertiser of Saturday. We re-
produce it in full, so that noone may be
able to say that we have in any way mis-
stated our contemporary’s ¢laim:

1f anyone has any doubts as to the
existence of a political partnership l::e-
tween Mr, Martin and Mr. Dunsmuir,
they must be dispelled by the govern-
mént’s legal action m regard to under-
sea coal deposits in Nanaimo harbor.
The suit which Mr. Martin announces
will be commenced to-day against the
New Vancouver Coal Company does
more than compare with the.celnhmted
piece of furniture in Goldsmith’s * De-
serted Village.” It has a five-fold .util-
ity. It makes a show of protecting the
interests of the province. Secondly, it
is hoped that it will cast a reflection on
the late government. Thirdly, shoglld it
be possible on some legal technicality to
embarrass temporarily—for there is no
question that neither the legislature mor
the people will perrit permanently what
would be nothing more or less than an
act of spoliation and confiscation—the
coal company and close the mines, it
would throw hundreds of miners out of
employment and enable Mr. Martin to
wreak vengeance on the people of Nt_\-
naimo who publicly condemned his
action in opposing the Coal Mines Regu-
lation bill, a measure designed to pro-
tect white miners against the dangers
to which they are subjected by the em-
ployment of  Chinese underground.
Fourthly, by attacking the coal com-
pany the government relieves Mr: Duns-
muir of the expense of continuing the
suit which he had begun to _harass a
competitor, and thereby gives him a quid
pro quo for the substantial assistance
which he is expected to afford for Mr.
Martin’s electoral campaign. Ifastly,
but by no means least, the suit in th'e
shape it is to be brought will make it
impossible to discuss the matter while
it is sub judice, and so prevent M_r.
Martin’s opponents from showing up in
the clearest and most convincing man-
ner the false statements which he has so
cunningly circulated through the press—
without committing himself to them—in
regard to this subject.

We desire in the first place to state in
{he most unqualified manner and upon
the authority of Mr. James Dunsmuir
that no political partnership nor any
political agreement or arrangement of
any kind whatever exists between him
and Mr. Martin. We wish this denial
to be taken as being as definite and
positive as words can make it, and to
add that there is no mental or other
reservation in what has just been said.
We shall now take up the News-Adver-
tiser’s article in detail. Five uses are
stated by Mr. Cotton’s paper as likely
to be served by the suit against the
New Vancouver Coal Company for the
avoidance of the letters patent recently
issued. The first is that it makes a
show of protecting the rights of the
province, and secondly that it will cast
a reflection upon the late government.
If the suit results favorably to the
prévince, it will certainly protect a valu-
able public interest and will reflect very
seriously indeed upon the late govern-
ment. The third point is that the suit
is an act of revenge upon the part of
Mr. Martin. We do not feel called
upon to make any observations upon
this point. The fourth point is the only
one with ‘which’' we -are concerned’ at
present. We state this by itself.

pany the government relieves Mr. Duns-
muir of the expénse of continuing his
suit -‘which he had begun to harass a

quid pro quo for the substantial assist-
ance which he is expected to afford for
Mr. Martin’s electoral campaign.”

At the risk of being a little tedious,
we shall explain the status of the litiga-
tion between the B. & N. Railway Com-
pany and the New Vancouver Coal Com-
pany and the nature.of their respective
claims. As the matter will necessarily
be referred to frequéntly during the
coming campaign, it is well that it
should be understood correctly.

In the first place we will say that the
institution of the suit against the New
Vancouver Coal Company does not af-
fect the railway company’s suit in any
way. That suit was instituted for the
purpose of trying the title to a portion
of the land which the late government

by the recent letters patent, and the
prosecution of the suit was stopped by
an injunction issued at the instance of
the late provincial government, which
intervened in the suit for the purpose
of assisting the coal company. The
government has since withdrawn from
the suit and therefore the litigation will
go on, for it is important to the railway
company to have its claim to the land
in dispute settled. The land in dispute
in the suit is only a small portion of the
tract described in the letters patent. It
only embraces about 200 acres under the
north part of Nanaimo harbor, while the
letters patent were intended to convey
to the coal company all the lands under
the harbor, which amount to several
thousand acres.

The claim of the railway company is
derived from seetion 3 of chapter 6 of
the acts of parliament passed in the
session of 1884. It is not necessary to
quote the language of the section, the
meaning of which is that the railway
company was given the title to certain
land on the shore and the right to mine
«oal under the sea opposite to its land
on the shore. If the Dominion govern-
ment had the right to convey this land
to the railway company, there is not the
shadow of a doubt that the company
have the right to mine under the sea
over the 200-acre area. !This is not dis-
puted by anyone. The language of the
act is” definite and explicit. Everyone
concedes that if the Dominion govern-
ment had the power to grant to the rail-
way company the right to’ mine under
the sea, it did so by the act referred to.

The railway company does not elaim by
title from the provinee, On the con-
trary, if the provinece - establishes its
claim to the coal under Nanaimo Har-
bor, the railway, company's claim to take

ground. Hence the suit against the coal

“ Fourthly, by attacking the coal com-]

competitor, and thereby gives him a 4

attempted to give to the coal company{

:long. ago?

company is hostile to the railway com-
pany and not at all in its interest, as the
News-Advertiser endeavors to make it
appear. We wish to make this point as
clear as words can make it. The rail-
way company derives no title from the
provincial government, but what title it
has comes from an act of parliament
of Canada. If the parliament of Canada
had the right to convey the land to the
railway company, the province has noth-
ing whatever to do with it; but if on the
contrary, the province owns the coal un-
der the sea at this point, then the ack
of the parliament of Canada conveyed
nothing whatever under the sea to the
railway company, That is, if Mr. Martin
succeeds in his contention and estab-
lishes that the coal under the sea in Na-
naimo harbor belongs to the province, the
railway company will Jose all its right
to the 200 acres which it claims. Thus
by no possible construction of the facts
or the law can it be contended that the
suit against the coal company is in the
interest of the railway company or Mr
Dunsmuir. :

The railway company’s contention i
that it owns the 200 acres in front of it2
unquestioned domain on the shore. The
New Vancouver Coal Company went te
work on this 200 acres some years ago
Two years ago it was decided in a suit by
the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council that the Dominion owns the land
under the harbors, and immediately there
upon the railway company sought to pre-
vent the coal company from trespassing
upon land, which it was advised was
undoubtedly conveyed to it by the act
of parliament above referred to. The
question involved in that suit is one of
fact, namely: Is the land in question un-
der Nanaimo harbor? If it is, it passed
by the act of parliament to the railway
company, unless something happened be-
fore the act was passed to vest it in
gome one else, If this land never be
longed to the Dominion but belongs to
the province, the railway company has
no claim whatever to it.

The railway’s contention has no refer-
ence to any part of the land described in
the letters patent, except the 200 acres
above referred to.

The News-Advertiser says that the suit
of the railway company was instituted
to harass a competitor. A statement of
this kind ought never to be made in re:
gard to a pending suit, for it is a distinct
contempt of court to question in a news-
paper the bona fides of any claim pre-
ferred in an action. We do not propose
for that reason to follow our contem-
porary into a discussion of the motives of
the railway company.

The Vancouver paper says that the
reason for institutirg the suit is to pre-
vent discussion of the merits of the let-
ters patent durinz the election cam-
paign. We do not know what Mr. Mar-
tin’s object may have been in this re-
spect; but we most distinctly say that
we propose to discuss the action of the
late government in issuing the letters
patent whenever we see fit, no matter
how many suits may be pending. We
@0 'not 'propose-to be deprived of our
right to speak freely concerning a matter
of grave public interest because some
one, even the Attorney-General himself,
chooses to institute a suit in which the
subject is involved.

Concerning the whole article of our
contemporary We wish to add that the
animus displayed by it towards Mr.
Dunsmuir is wholly contemptible and
grossly scandalous. As a matter of fact
the News-Advertiser has laid itself open
to prosecution for libel for stating that
an arrangement exists whereby Mr.
Dunsmuir is to assist Mr. Martin in con-
sideration of this suit being instituted.
’This amounts to a charge of conspiracy
and is undoubtedly a matter for which an
indictment may be preferred by-any one
who feels aggrieved by it.

A S P e

A report from Ottawa, which we give
for what it is worth, says that parliament
will be prorogued about May 24, and
the general elections be held about Oc-
tober.

The city papers by the headlines to one
of their despatches conveyed the impres-
sion that the South Pole had been locat-
ed. The despatch itself only said that
the south Magnetic Pole had been locat-
ed. There is a great difference between
the Pole and the Magnetic Pole. The
location of the north Magnetic Pole has
been known for a long time. It is a long
way from the North Pole.

Can a man be found anywhere who
thinks that Mr. Yates can carry Victoria?

Lives there an individual who believes
Mr. Beebe can carry West Yale?

Is there any likelihood that Mr. Ryder
can be elected in Comox?

‘Where will Mr. Curtis find a consti
tuency ?

Will Vancouver elect Mr. Martin?

Just turn these questions over in your
mind, and see how much of a cabinet
Mr. Martin will have left when the elec
tions are over.

The Times speaks of “the ease with
which an appropriation was obtained for
dredging Viectoria harbor.” 'This is a
strange hoast. If the case was so plain
why was not the appropriation made
But it was not easy. 'The
right of the people of this city to con-
sideration at the hands of the govern-
ment was only recognized after Colonel
Prior had brought the matter to public
attention on the floor of parliament over
and qver again. The appropriation was
only made after Mr. Tarte had written
an indecent letter to the board of trade
giving his reason for not expending any
money here.
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PALE WEAK GIRLS.

Many a pale, weak school girl g
the evil effects Of &n exhun‘-lte:i 'gggféﬁg
system, and thin, watery blood. has been

in the eye tell of

a portion. ‘of - thag;eoalmuyst fall to' the| &

up process whi
body. ch takin;

place in the

month follows:

. visited the hospital on

Result of
United Eff

Much Work for Hospital Aq
plished by the Wome
Auxiliary.

Menthly Meeting Held 3
Driard on Tuesda
Afternoon.

The Women's Auxiliary Soc
the Royal Jubilee Hospital held
meeting on Tuesday at the Driay
when there were present Mrs
Robertson, in -the chair, twent
bers of the gociety, the secret
also Mr. H. Dallas Helmcken, p
of the board of directors, g
Joshua Davies, chairman of the
committee, who were there by ir
of the visiting committee, and v
thusiastically welcomed by the 1

After prayer and the minutes
1ast meeting, which were re

ed, the gecretary’s report
‘%lggtth was called for and read
10msﬁ'dame President and Ladies
vour last meeting work has be
ing in slowly but satisfactorily
only anxiety is over the compl
the necessary stock of night-shil

night-dresses, which are not as 1
demand as the other work. It
essential, however, that we d
these, as those made by the la
much better and more durab
those bought ready made. I pr
thenext meeting to bring a su
parcels, each containing mate
three of these garments, and J
beg those of our members pres
secure as many promises to un
one of these consignments as [
Of course I am only speaking
those who have not already und
such work.

The garden is progressing w4
we have to thank the following
members and friends for kindly
butions towards it: Mrs. ]
Bishop and Mrs. Cridge, Lady
Mrs. Charles Vernon, Mrs. P.
son, Mrs. T. J. Jones, Mrs. L
Trench, Mrs. Tilton, Mrs. Benne
Lawrence Goodacre, the Invg
Nursery and the Daughters
Our thanks are also due to Mr. ¥
carpenter, who has made and i
flower shelyes in the corridor w
free of charge. The matron a
edges four dozen table napkins q
this month, cretonne for screeq
she notes that the red-bordered
orderéd last autumn for the
ward have arrived, together with
for the children’s ward, worked
younger King’s Daughters at Co|
These quilts will be kept until Y
beds for this ward are installe
it will be found that the entix
has been renovated by the effg
this society and its friends.
again point out that the canvasg
city for membership is not e
Anyone willing to give a fe
towards this work will be doin
great service.

According to your direction, {
ary arrangements have been ¢

‘ for the dances to be held ‘on
'and 20th - instants in the
/<rooms, Fort street, rand tickets

hand for distribution among o
bers, and are also on sale at
‘Redfern’s, Challoner & -Mitche

"ben’s and the Victoria*Book &

ery Co’s. It wilLI am sure,
mecessary to ask that you will
to make these dances a succe
tickets are reasonable, and the|
ments are to be simple. All
need is your time, goodwill an
siasm. Such an appeal has o
‘been made to the Women’s Au
vain. Respectfully submitted

B. M. HASS

The report of the wvisitors

Ladies,—We beg to report
two
when we avere most courteously
and shown over the wards
matron, Miss Grady, and fou
thing most beautifully clean an
The matron asked for six d
s!m_des for the convalescent
dining room. .‘As you are ay
maternity ward is of prime inj
and every endeavor should be
have the same built, fully equ
ready for occupation at the ea
-s!ble moment, as besides being
cial benefit to the hospital,

' necessary to cdmplete the t

‘the nurses. Respectfully sub
PHOEBE BROWN H
FANNY GRIFFITHS

These reports being read an
‘the arrangements for the daj
next discussed, all present of
assist either in selling ticket]
tributing towards the refrd
‘which will be confined to tea 4
iced sherbets, cake, jellies
‘wiches. All members are aski
tribute one or other of the t
mentioned items not later tha
on the 19th instant. Mr.
Helm_cken most kindiy offered
contributions of the necessary

lowers and plants will be n
‘Profusion, and may be sen
Assembly rooms any time aftd
on Wednesday, the 18th.

A short discussion next fol
the question of the very neces|
tions for the completion of th
-equipment, a question—as reg
maternity and children’s w|
«dear to the hearts of the wor
Davies showed how impossi
to undertake the responsibilit]
larger improvements in thel
witheut the practical suppo
couragement of the province
publicc. The women had d
-and indeed had laid the foun
ready by instituting’ three
for the children’s ward, amo
about $1,900; another for
nity ward, amounting to somg
$100; and a third for the do
dence, amounting to abo

‘ Towards this latter sum therd

‘8600 in the hands of the sp
mittee, making it in all §
such funds raised by the won
posited in the savings bank,
per cent. interest, and will
:ally added to as subscriptions|
tions fall in. Besides this
shown by the annual rep
Women’s Auxiliary, to be pu
June, that the women hav
during “this, their first yea]
effort, more than $1,200 on
outfit; linen, comforts, etc.,
‘pital.
' The meeting was much g
'gl::: .ctate:;ents, and the g6
‘seemed to be that’'some
.be done towands commenc




