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THE “LAND" QU ESTION. |

Paper by Wm. Houston, M.A,, Read at
Social Problems Conference,
Toronto.

The purpore of this brief paper may be
pest served by throwing what I have tosay
into the form of answers to three interroga-

tives:
1. WHAT 18 THE *‘LAND” QUESTION?

To those who are famiiies with current
voonomic discussions no definition of the
term *‘land” may appear necessary, but to
others it is indigpensable, The ordinary
meaning of the word *“jand” is here en-
tirely The *‘land” quostion
has to do with other things than farms,
markes gardens, building sites and timber
Timits,
cludes all mineral deposits, all fisheries,

inadequate.

“Land” o this connection in-

and in short all spots on the earth’s sur-

face or accessible from its surface, the
possession of which enables the owners Lo
eontrol the application of labor—their own
or others’—to the production of wealth,
stLand” in this wide sense is practically
equivalent to “‘opportunity,” where oppor-
tunity is the outcome of merely national
conditions and is not itself the product of
labor,

Defining “lond” as
cunity,” it is munifest:

1. That the

“patural oppor-

wupply s theoretically

limited by the physical limitations of the!

earth as the home of man.

@ That it is proctically still
limited by the
which opportunities of various kinds have

more

aotual econditions under
been appropriasted by fome members of
soociety to the partial exolusion of others.
Tor example: The total supply of coal in
England ie at pr
men, in virtue of their being owners of
that purt of the
which the coal deposils lie.
dispute arose between the owrers of these

sut coutrolled by a few
earth’s surface under

Recently &

conl deposits and the men who take the
coal to the market. The
owners refused to pay the wages w hich the

purface for

miners declared to be necessary o support
the lives of themnelves and their families.
The men refused to work for tie wages
offered them, In an inclement renson of
the vear the supply of fuel for
purposes was guddenly shortened, and the
industries dependent on conl for power-
producing purposes were pavalyzel The
erisis has been tided over for the ypresent,

domestic

but it may recur at any time, and with far
Therupply
Statey has

more disastrous consequ ences.
of potroleum in the United
pasred virtually into the ownership 4! one
private eorporation, which can raise or
Jower the price of coal oil for illuminating
purposes. If the present price is not ex-
orbitant to the consumer, that is due not
to any spirit of benevolence but to en-
lightened selfishness, and perhaps also to
the competition in recent years of elec)
tricity for illuminating purposes,

Many rigm-heurm] and
strong-minded men and women are in want

able-bodied,

of the neoessaries of life, not because of
indolence or gimply because,
though willing to work, they can get no
There may be other causes for

vice, but

work to do.
this state of aftairs;
doubtedly is the manner in which, and the
extent to which, natural opportunity has

but one cause un-

been put by sooinl mvstems and arbitrary
lawe, under the almost abzolute control of
others

individuals, to the exclusion of

whose consent has never been obtained or
even asked.

From the point of view indicnted above
it issnfo to say thut the ¢]land” question
we shall always have with us, so long as we
have deserving paupers who are gtarving in
the midst of plenty, and ave asking, not for

¢ } .

for cha

pity, but for justice; not

\ |
for opportunity; not for tood to eat, but for

their share of the curse of Eden—-"'in the

pweat of thy face ghalt thou eat bread till
thoun return unto the ground,”
1. WHY, I8 THERE A “'LAND"” QU¥ yrIoN ?
Various answers have been given to this
query by able thinkers on economio fues-
jons, and the disputants have not always
Jqntained their contentions good-nature d-
The answer 1 propose to give here is
fold:
Dpportunity is at the very best n
monopoly. So far as wo know, the
yowers of the
limited, though the extent to

natura

patural

rely, 8
which the
pignificant. On
capneity of tRye human race for incrensing
fn numbors s exceedingly Rreat, and
¢ the earth’s surface is atill

earth, on which we

have been utilized is as yet in-

the other hand, the

though much o il
yut gpaveely gettled, it 18

nnocx‘upu»d or i
that "pnpnhmm is

historically
Iy to be for\nd treading on the heels
. srahnm and Lot could
cause with their moda
abie to bear

gcnnlul
of su\mimr-nrn." A
not dwell together, 1
of life *'the land wiys not

them.” For the sam¢

jng” lands of :
and the Canadian North\west are passing
into agricu! ural
spanching” will give place

ar pasturage 18 in oucwn Provinee

to “moiling, The Mal-
o biologienl

turage,
yapidly RIVINE way
law of Po
t holds true of human
On the otN\er hand,

thueian pulation
v

faet th
oes of other animals.
of diminishing
tal and labor to NAtr 1 op

b\ings ns it

d
the law
ation of eapi
revents wealth

returns frony the ap-

vh“ from
pnrnunnv-a, P

rapidly as po
le circumstances

ing 08 wl'n\lmx
favorab
these two law
of the *‘land

increase, ana

s depends to some extent

existence question. ‘ \
o PBut opportun ty has been made an
~f'c|‘\ even more than a natural moens

e could have been more

ypoly The latter wouk '

‘ll xilx tly h-«‘(‘.llul by students of wroci

distine [ b

,ffect& not been ©

vy ta e
ology had i dint of force

by those of the former. By
end of froud, and of b
unjust lews, some members © By
“V‘,”m\' have
\HV\\'I‘I' over

w‘u‘vlh?“ with
the earth’s supp
buman

been
i ly of

absolute

the thing®
promot

H"“-'Hll”" to mi intaln
i e human Ppre

jife and 0 preainene
hexe |r\||u!‘xl:(|n has becoms om

w ]

The “uwlh of population

hich creates & n

hen this demand

unwisely encouragos

In

is the

denss, Jemand for oppor
ean e W
‘\II.‘.l’".
tanity &V

or Pgllnill

1w gives oppor-
anc
alue, sooiety

the few to monopolize it

| with them?

England, where the proverbial *‘threencres
and a cow” is the ideal of the agricu ltural
laborer, once on a time the common people
owned all the land in common, and it was
allotted to them for temporary use, subject
to periodicsl re-allotment. The process of
appropriation of the surface of Great
Britsin to or by a few individuals has an
interesting history. Many acts of Parlia-
ment were passed during bygone genera-
sions providing for the inclosure of eom-
mon lands and the creation of private
estates, That the public sense of pro-
prietorship was outraged is shown by the
old ditty:

1 he law;will punish man or woman
’W ho steals the goose from off the common;
Jut lets the greater villain loose
Who steals the common from the goose, \
|
|

But tho people who were thus plundered
were powerless to prevent the depredations
of the class who thus helped themselves
under cover of statutes which they were
privileged to enact, and now the cry ior
redress {is met successfully by the plea of
“‘vested rights.” *

A prejudice in favor of the present system
of individual ownership of laund and indi-
vidual control of opportunity has been
created by the rapid progress made by
those sooieties in which this system citains,
as compared with those z.cieties where
communistic owneiship has survived. A
comparison is made between such countries
ss Canada, the United States and Great
Britaln on the one hand, end such
osuntries as China, Hindostan and Tartary,
not to speak of our own tribally organized
Mid-

way between such extremes of individual-

American lndians, on the other,

ism and of collectiviem lie guch slavonic

countries as Russia and Julgaria, where
the village system is still partially in opera~
tion, as it is also in parts of Germany and
It would be vain and
land

of Teutonic Austria.
unwise from the standpoint of a
reformer to deny the facts cited, or even to
reject the imy stion, that the rapidity ot
progress in civilization s due in large part
to iu-r:nnnl-n‘ private coutrol over natural
opportunty. Aud, with an ardent desire
to see somo remedy for the existing distress,
I must be permitted to sny with the young
hero in *“Locksley Hall.”

Better fifty years o f uroye than a eycle of

Cathay.

I cannot bring myself to regret the
fact of
or historical. All I can do is to try

to reparate for myself those evils that seem

progress, whether peientific

to me romediable from those that seem to

be necessary, and help in my own humble

gphere to secure a remedy for the former.

This brings me to the third query:

111, WHAT 18 THE ANSWER TO THE SLAND”
QUESTION ?

Various answers have boen given, and
here also the disputants have never hesi-
tated to use strong language to and about
What are some of these

each other,

answers ?

1. Let well enough alone,
has progressed with phenomenal rapidity
as the result ot the individual ownership of
land and control of opportunity, why run
the risk of checking progress by interfering
One answer to this objection
good in indivi lualism

It civilizotion

is that all that is
may perhaps be retained while getting rid
of the worst of the romediable evils. It
nay be possible to have such a system a8
will enable the aggregate wealth of the
community to increase as rapl {ly as it does
pow, without throwing so many out of
work to sturve by the way, and without |
ecrenting or even permitting such extremes
of wealth and poverty as suggest and al-
most justify the statement that a system of
individual ownership tends to make the

rich richer and the poor poorer. It is » "ed

fact that the doctrine of uverages gives
little comfort to those who have nothing at
all, What is war ced is not a largor ave o

theory, but a fairer distribution in fac
2. Nationalize opportunily. Thir, when
interproted, means that ] natural op
in the honds of the gom

portunity now
there, and

munity should
that all that has
individuals

remain
been alienated
shoull be re-
control, The

~ the only

to private
gtored to ¢© yllectivist
great collectivist organization
one worthy of
organizad “State,”
officinls and its laws., That our laws

nention-—I18 the politically

with its institntic

its

reason the ‘‘ranch- |
Texat, o Weetern States |

ands . . ime
lands, ) a time |

| ¥ ‘

| control of opportunity wil

| this free of
| 1 have to sugE
sreass |

may \\pder

| given to opi

| of the community

vershadowed |

both, under cover of | t. ;
brought 18 with son
) ,eral public

ross in lands |

| ing machine: yofXhen

might lagiti wately be adapted to a co lect-

jvist system, that our in
modified to sulb, and that

stitutions might be
intelligently
pu'h!-'vuﬂivl.n]w might be trained to do the

work, may be admitted even by thosew hoare

not prl»]\nrl‘(' to go so far
hia ‘‘Looking Backward.” It is not &
Jasibility, but rather of politi-
The State (either as State

s Mr, Bellamy in

.iumuim. of pr
cal expediency
L8 municipality) Jdoes many things now,
badly. On the other

or ¢
gomo well and somo

hand money franchises
¢ to private persons who also do their

have been handed

ove
work for the punblic with varying degrees
of eflicioncy and honesty,

here to controvert the argu-

I do not feel

enlled upon

ments by which our s‘pationalist” or *‘col-
lectivist” follow reformers support and en-
force their theories. A1l 1 have to say is that
yending the still far oft time when State
| be the rule and
individualism the exception, there are some
refoims which we can all join in asking

from those who make our laws and re-

member that we oloot our law-makers in
untry. This brings mo to what

rast as the third vemedy pro-
posed: :

3. While rets ining 1

f national oppor

ndividual ownership

and contr 1 o \ity, restore “
to the people whatever vaiue has been

sortunity by the development |
\nd not by the eflor of |
{n other words, those |

Mill, utter i
“The

] owner,
Biuart

the indiv

| fo ]
amely Johe
f a century Bg¢
sement in the vaiue of the

the community Wi io

paralys g\the enterp
" xtent
who wil Iw,\.‘t.-\lqhv nE an exte !
ull pe
a labort
unearned {porement

sither through the exis

f { the
gaion of b
us he has niyw, the sion € !

fruits of his Ol

. by
(n) Collect e ’

|
{
{
means of taxatiyn e |
wanielf slityor througl i
y |

\ X pal pus
new machiunery deyiged for State Lis¢ al pu

| DIARRHEA.
«

| stops the

poses, There are various ways in which
this might be done without throwing eny
cloud on any owner’s title, Some woald pre-
for to estimate earefully the snare of the
value of each man’s *‘land” created by the
State and the share created by himself, and
tax the one entirely away from him, while
leanving him in absolute ownership of the
other, Others would, in view of the prac-
ticul difficulty of making & fair valuation of
these shares, get at the same result ap-
proximately by putting all taxes on land
unimproved and leaving all pro luctsof labor
untouched. Under such a system one’s
house must be left as free from assessment
a8 his coat or hishat. Thers is force in some
of the ohjections urged against this system,
but it has obvious merits, and as a propa-
ganda it hay made rapid progress under the
inspiration of Mr. Henry George.

(b) Levy heavy succession duties. Ii &
person comes peaceably and quietly into
possession of an inherited estate he does so
in virtue of the fact that society has, at
great cost, provided and maintained a sye-
tem which makes this possible. It is not
saking too much to require that some por-
tion of the estate so obtained ehall go to
recoup the Btate for making it possible to
enjoy the rest. Suocession duties, like
finoal levies, should be graduated soas to
be as fair and as little burdensome as pos-
That goee without saying, and I
All T need
point ouv is that if anything like the
amount of the unearned increment in land

sible
cannot enter into details here.

were restored to the community by taxa-
tion, and if a fair share of accumulated for-
tunes were given up to the community
when estates pass from the dead hand to
the living one, many gocial burdens that
now press severely might be lightened, and
life for those who are thus oppressed might
be made negatively, if not positively, bet-
ter worth living.

- -

California and Mexico,

The Wabash Railway has now on rale
winter tourist tickets at the lowest rates
ever made to Old Mexico and California,
These rates are available for the winter
fair at San Francizco,

The banner route is the great trunk line
that paeses through six Stutesor the Union,
and has the most superb and magnificent
trains in America, Kull particulars may
be had from any railroad agent, or Jdi A
RICHARDSON, pnesenger agent,
northeast ocorner King and Yonge streets,
Toronto. 16¢f xt 56uf

Bismarck is & great lover of mueic, so
they say. He has made a great deal ot it in
nie time,

W by will you allow a cough to lacerate
your throat or lunes and run the riek of
11ling & copsumptive’s grave, when by the
timely use of ickle’s Anti-Consumptive
gyrup the pain can be allayed and the
danger avoided ? This &
the taste, and unsurpassed i
healing nd curing all alections of the
throat and ungs, coughs, colds, brouchitis*
eLe.

“Mrs. Smith’s daughter is singing her
new song now.” *I can’t hear & sound,
and I don’t believe you can, with the house
two blocks away.” *‘1 didn’t suy 1 could,
but I see the company all leaving.”

Agk for Minard’s and toke mo othor,

First stranger—**You seemed very much
taken with the lecturer’s statement that the
best generally get to the top.”  Second
stranger (baughtly)—"1 am a peach grow-
er, sir.”

If the Baby in Cntting Teceth,

Mrs, WINsLOW S ¥ Syrup _has
been used for over by MIi-~
LIONS of MOTHERS for th CHILDREN
WIILE TEETIHI vG with PERFECT 8UC-
Clsy. It SOOTHES the CHILD, SOFTENS

ALLAY

Canadian

AYS JAIN; CURES
nd i best remedy
ists in every part
the worl e sure ask for “Mrs,
hing Syrup,” and take no other
o cenls a bottle,

the GUMS, /
WIND COLIC

Winslow ot
kind. we

A financial journal has an article on
“\What Makes Unsteady,” but i
fails to enumerate the chief cause. They

Stocks

have taken a drop too much.
Files Piler ! Jiching Plles.
SympromMs—Moisture; intense itching
and stinging; most night; worse by
scratehing, 1lallow
form, which often bleed and ulcerate, be-
coming very g£ore. SWAYNE'S
itching and bleeding, he

1 to continue tursor

uleeration and in most cases removes i
tumors. At druggists, or by mail, for 50
cents. Dr, Swayne & Son, Philadelphia,

Leman, Sons & Co., Montreal, wholesalo

| agente. ywt

Miss Newcomhe—'*Seems to me rather a

v th for fruit, Giles? Are all

vour trees as full of
Gile +Q, naw, miss, only the apple trees,

Rheumatism Cured in a [

wpples as this one
)

American Rheumatic Cure, lor Rhematism |

and Neuralgia, radieally cures in 1 to 3
days. s action upon the system 15 re-
marka and mysterious. It removes at
once the cause and the digease immediately
The first dose greatly benefits.

disappears.
Sold by J. CaLLARD and all

756 cents.

| druggsts in the Dominion. t

Before long women will be admitted to
German universities on an equal fooling

Among the pains and aches cured with
marvelous rapidity with Dr. Thomas’ Elec-
trie Qil ig enrache. I'he young are espe
cially subjeet {0 it, and the desirability of
this Qil as a family remedy is enhanced by
the fact that it is admirably adapted not
only to the above ailment, but also to the
hurts, disorders of the bowels, and allec
tions of the throat, to which the young are

specially rubject

e
Tre idea that disease popagates itsolf by
means of germs has taken strong hola upon

the public imagination, and the technical |

becoming
household gravely
writes to a magazine to know how she may
muke ‘sure that her iniant’s toys sha

always be sterile, and the editor replies
that ehe must always boil them in soda-
water before the child plays with them
A restaurnnt in one of the great wholesale
a proclaims that all the water used
rinking is flltered.

terms of the bacteriologist are
words, One woman

quarter

ooking or «

THE JUDCES -
WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION

Have made the

HICHEST AWARDS i

dals and Diplomas) to

WALTER BAKER & C0.

On each of the following 1

| BREAKFAST COCOA, . .
Premium No. 1, Chocolate,
Yanilla Chocolate, « «

! German Sweet Chocolate,

‘ Cocon Butter. « o

For “purity of material,” “exce

1 Tunif
@ nif

WALTER BAKER & CO., DORCHESTER. MASS,

posit

OINTMENT |

-Souih |

Very Delicate When born!

Did Not Fxpeet the Infant Would
l.l\ (¢ !

littde lives being saved, Loving and grate-
ful /inothers willingly express their joy
when their dear ones are strong and vigor-
ous, A mother writing
N. (8., about lactated food, says: “My
baby was born four months ago, and w

such a delicate and weak child we did not
expect it to live many weeks, A friend
wha had used the lactated food advised me
to give it a trial,

from

cing saving my baby.
nse \your food commenced to do a great
worlk
get ptronger. 1 continued the food, and
ufver\six weeks my dear baby was fat and
quite\ healthy looking. We all think lac-
tated Yood has saved baby; every one 18
rmpvl}-ml at the change, and already two
mothejre have quit other foods and have
with your lactated food. 1
will aYways recommend it to my friende.”
P — - —
|  No Chance for Tommy,
Visitor (at dinner)—Aren’t you going to
eat utsy meat, Tommy?
Tommy-—No'm, I guess mnot. Mamme
maid I 'wasn’t to have any if you took it
twice.

commemeed

How to Geta “Sunlight” Picture.
Send 25 *‘Sunlight” Soap wrappers
(wrapper bear the words **Why Does a
Woman Look Oid Sooner Than a Man”) to
Levér bros., limited, 43 Scott street, To-
ronto, and you will receive by post a pretty
picture, free from a lvertising and well
worth framing. This is an easy way to
decorate your home, The goap is the best
in the market, and it will only cost 1 cent
poyt to send in the wrappers, if yon
Jedve the ends open. Write your address

cure y. t

“Yeg, he did have quite a sum in cash,
but he flung his mon to the winde.’
How ?” “He bet on the yacht race.”

C. C. Ricuarps & Co

I have used your MINARD’S LINI-
MENT successfully in a serious case of
croup in my family. I consider it a rem-
edy no house should be without.

J. F. CUNNINGHAM.
Cape Island.
That string on my finger means “Bri

home a bottle of MINARD'S LINIMENT.

Emulsion.

IeWill e e |
CureThatCough, |
HealYourLungs, 1
PutFlesh onYour Bones|

Prevent Consumplion.’

e

taken mercury,
acnes and pains,
Sore Throat,

'8 O ALY

world f
dise § nlways
most _eminent physl-
¢ Forelg
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THE SECRET OF STRENCTH FCUND! ‘
The! (hild Yow Lealthy and Strong!|
The good news comes in every day about ‘

Halifax, |

I agreed to use it, but|
had'very little faith in any food or medi- |
After a fow days’ |

3aby seemed to brighten up and |

ThE ONTARID MUTONL LIFE

ESTABLISHED

1870.

e ——— S—— ——

| JF YOU WANT PROTECTION AND INVEST-
‘; WENT, IT WILL PAY YOU T0 SECURE OUR
} 90 PAY LIFE, 20 YEAR SURVIVORSHIP
1 DISTRIBUTION POLICY. AN EXPERT SAYS:
«74/8 18 THE BEST PLAN, YOUR COM-
PANY GIVES THE BEST POLICY.”

J. F. SANGSTER,
CITY AGENT.

¢, E. GERMAN,
GENERAL AGENT.

OLFICE—C. P. R. BUILDING, CORRER DUADAS & mum%n SIS,

"RHEUMATISM
35 neuraeiAMsUURSTITMESS, ST ©0
& wir*D &L, MENTHOL PLASTER ui%o
The MARVEL Hot Air FURNACE |
TS THHE BXH ST

J. BROCKEST, - South Toondon

ROOFING PITCH'!
ROOFING PITCH'!
ROOFING PITCH!

SIX CARLOADS JUST ARRIVED.

Hobbs Hardware Co.i
T 180 AN .

The Highest Standard of Excellence in Point
of Flavor, Nutrition and Digestibility

Has been attained by

JOHNSTON'S FLUID BEEF

The public have a positive guarantee that they are getting the
best possible form of concentrated nourishment,

REFUSE ALL SUBSTITUTES,
FURNITURE SALIE

ARTISTIC DESIGNS,
BMLEGANT FINISE,
MODERATE PRICHES

Bedroom Suites from $10 up to $125. All the new finishes in
MnApm, E m, Ash, Oak, Cherry and Walnut.
See them before you buy. No trouble to show the goods at

JOHEN FERGUSON & SOINNS,
174 to 180 King St., London, Ont.

We buy as low as we can—
That's business sence.

We sell as low as we can—
That's progressive sense.

You buy as low as you can—

- That's common sense.

ou buy of us—THAT'S DOLLARS

AND CENTS 1or both (f%‘.Arh

CALENDARS

WRATT & SO
113 DUNDAS STREET 2

THLLLNUTI LADIEY COLLEGE,

London, Ontario.
CLASSES RESUMED ON WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 13, i
A first-clase Church of England Schoo! for |
‘]"““‘,L]:f;.:xi ‘m ‘uu\i higher education of Young
Primary and Full Acendemic Courser, Co
servatory of Music, School of Art, Elocut
cte. Beautiful hon Moderate and extremely
)“Kh‘l\\ climate. One hundred and fifty acres, |
Paseer T-n elevator. Riding school. On through
route between cast and west, Jer e
ceived limited, et
CHARCES I ODERATE,
Special Kates to the Daughters of
: Clergymen
)AY ScHOLARS—For Full Academic Cours
i 1|nr\\:d|‘l & also use of omnibue) $100 l'z‘vs \["r”;'.;"
m[l‘y.:z\\\. ustrated circular and all particulars

REV. E. N, ENGLISH, M.A,, Principal,
o6l t

Automatically Screened !
Satisfaction Guarant eed
BEST AND PUREST

COAT,]
GEO. T. MANN.]|

€03 Clarence, corner Dundas;
York and Burwell,

—S8TEEL PENS.—

om)

BANNERS,

POR 180<.

SAMPLES NOW READY.

NEW AND EXQUISITE DESIGNS IN IMPORTED
AND DOMESTIC

Chromo Lithographs.

o

SIT APES,
PANELS, ETC.

Uome and see them, or drop us a card and one of our travelers

Corner | will call on you,

E0LE AGENTS IN CANADA FOR

;STE RBROO Kig Advertiser Printing Company

J
ERS———

feading Nos. 14, 048, 130, 135, 2
.- pr!‘a e by u‘.lM.n:rn.}j.L
MILLER, S8ON & CO., Agts, Montreal

s THE CALVERT LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY

DHTROIT, MICEL.




