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Strange Takes of the Sea

THE DIAMOND CROSS OF LIMA.

(By CAPT. LESLIE COBB, R.N.R.)

The citizens of the town of Lima, in
Peru, were in a state bordering panic.
Shops were closed, the public offices
crowded with people gesticnlating and
shouting, private houses were being
put in a state of defence, treops were
marching through the streets to the
sound of the drum. Well might there
be general perturbation, for Bolavir,
the Liberator, with his hordes, was
threatening an attack upon the city.

Lima was at that time amongst the
richest of South American cities, Its
merchants dealt in gold, silver ond
gems from the mines in the interior,
its churches were ornamented with
costly plate, the offerings of the faith-
ful, and amongst the most splendid of
these mone could compare with the
diamond cross of the Cathedral of San
Pedro. Many a bold adventurer and
pirate of the past had 'set covetous
eyes upon the cross, standing before
it, loathe to leave so precious an or-
nament, desiring to add it to their
lists of plunder.

A Bid For Safety.

Though the cross of fabulous wealth
had stood intact for many years, this
vear of 1822 was to see its removal,
and the start of its adventures. The
citizens of Lima, terrified at the com-
ing of Bolivar, and anxious to put
their riches beyond his reach, collec-
ted the greater part of their public
wealth, including the diamond cross
of San Pedro, and loAded them aboard
a British ship under thé command of
Captain Thomson, with the intention
of sending the mto a place of security
until troublesome times should pass.
Capt. Thompseon sailed for England,
and though hitherto he had the repu-
tation of being an honest and upright
man, the presence of so great riches
in the hold of his vessel seemed to
have an evil influence upon his char-
acter. Cupidity got the better of him
and in his mind there formed a treach-
erous plan—nothing less than ' the
theft of the valuables entrusted in his
care.

It seems that his idea was to make
for some port in the Hast Indles, but,
whatever may have been his intent-
lons in this direction, Fate thwarted
them. It was as if ill-luck descended

upon the vessel as soon as Thomson
had formed his plan for plunder.
Storms drove her from her course,
great hardships were suffered for the
want of provisions, and eventually
the ship was cast a total wreck upon
the island of Trinidad. This is not
the ‘Trinidad of the West Indies, but
the lesser-known island in the Paci-
fic of the same name. It was a lone-
ly, ‘rocky island, surrounded by eter-
nal breakers which made landing a
perilous feat.

The -only survivor of the island was
Thomson, who, having managed.to re-
turn to civilization, succeeded fn hid-
ing his identity, and certainly took
care to keep clear of Peru.

In the year 1844 ,a native of New-
foundland, Keating by name, fell in
Tith a stranger, with whom he be-
r- e very friendly. This man, whom
he “-~scribes’ as “handsome in appear-
ance and having about him an air of
mystery which had an attraction of
its own"”, he took with him to share
his winter home, and over the fire at
night the two got talking of their ad-
ventures at sea.

One evening the eonversation turn-
ed upon the interesting topic of lost
treasure, and the stranger mentioned
the 12 million dollars’ worth of valu-
ables which had been lost at sea after
being sent away from Lima. Keating
replied that he had heard about it
and there had heen many speculations
as to the fate of the ship, the rich car-
g0, and the master, Captain Thomson.
The stranger then became confiden-
tial, and into the ears of the astonish-
ed Keating poured a wonderful story
of the loss of the wealth of Lima spee-
{ally mentioning the magnificent dia-
mond cross, the possession of which

would make both of them rich for life:|

He went on to formulate plans for
its“recovery, stating that he knew
where it lay. and altogether smcceéd-
ed very well in exciting the ecipidity
of his friend. But Keating could not
understand how this .man should
know so much about the treasure, and
he said so, to receive an utonloh!ng
reply.

“The-explanation is easy,” said his
friend. “The ship that went ashore
on Trinidad with the treasure of Lima
aboard was under command of O.pt
Thomson. I am Capt. Thomson.” - -

The man spoke true. He was in-
deed that captain who had so treach-
erously betrayed his trust, and for
over twenty years had been working
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telling no man;*not even their crew,
for what purpose they were voyaging.
', ~rape i x

&smq/,
Soon. after starting Thomson died,

E,but ag he had left a chart his two

partners decided to proceed. In due
course they .arrived at Trinidad, off
which 1sland they anchored, the two
men going ashore alone.

theé dusiness they were abhout reached
thé erew, and when these men: saw
the chiefs of the exploratign going
ashore alone in this mysterious: fash-

that treasure was at the bottom of it.
They mutinied, locked Keating and
Boyne in their cabins as soon as they
returned from a preliminary survey
of the island, and then went ashore to
look for treasure on their own, ac-
count. Luckily they had not obtained
possession of the chart, and strayed
all over the mountainous island, hav-
ing very little idea of where to com-
mence operations. In the meantime

and, taking a boat, reached the island
and made for the spot indicated ‘om
the chart. Digging there, they soon
discovered that Thomson had told the
truth, and that their dreams were to
be realized. From the earth they lift.
ed a rough box; and in it lay, wrap-
ped in laye'rs of cloth, the magnificent
diamond cross of the Cathedral of Sar
Pedro.

Having feasted their eyes upon th-
beantiful sight for some minutes, the-
quickly covered it agafn and conveve~
it to their boat, intending to take °
nboarg ship and set sail alone, len-
ing the mutineers marooned -upon t
island.

Claimed by the Sea.

But the matter of going to and f
from the island was a matter of -
little difficulty. Many lives had be
lost, many beats upset In making ¢
attempt; so It was in this instan-
The boat was overturned and in th
surf Boyne was drowned, and the dia
mond cross disappeared forever be-
neath the waves,

Keating managed to regain the boat
and pass beyond the barrier of surf.
being carried far out to sea. For se¥-
eral days he lived in the open boat:
suffering greatly from want of food
and water, and was on the point of
death when he was picked up by a
Spanish ship Wwhich took him to La
Plata. Thence ’he returned home to
Newfoundland, and, it appears. gave
up all further attempts at treasure
seeking.

In the meantime the mutineers nad
scoured the whole island without re-
sult, and so were forced to weigh an-
chor, without making a penny piece
for all their troubles.

Since that time many attempts have
been made to find the diamond cross
and the remainder.of the treasure of
Lima. One expedition did succeed in
locating the wreck of Thomson’s ship
upon an outer reef of the island, and,
according to one story, reburied some
of the treasure upon the mainland.

This story has been very widely bhe-
Heved and a number of treasure-seek-
ers within recent days have made a:-
tempts to unearth the hoard of rich-
es. It seems probable that the dia-
mond cross will never be seen again
gracing the high altar of its former
home,for long since it must have been
ground to pleces by the surf that

.| breaks eternally upgn the rocks of

‘| Trinidad.

Note—(In the early 40's a family
named Keating, of which the man re-
‘| terred to above was a member, lived
onN’nuory Hill. This family, a
| branch of the Keating family, 1s be-

} Heved to have died out. The story of
| Keating’s 8search for treasure is known
|to many of the older generation.
| —(Editor).
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Labor Secretary Lauds I

Business Leaders

“One of the few Cabinet Ministers
who have added to their reputations
since taking office,” writes B. C.|
Forbes, in Forbes Magazine (N.Y.),
“is Secretary of Labor James J. Davis.
He has succeeded
reéspect of fair-minded business men,
just as he had won the respect of fair-

asked Mr. Davis, wifo, since his return
from FEurope, came to Portland,
Oregon, to address the American
Federation of Labor = convention, to
give me his estimate, s analysis of
America’s business men and Am-
exica’s labor leaders. Here is his
carefully. deliberately expressed re-
ply, a reply deserving widespread pub-
lication abroad as well as at home:

“‘T have met the Huropean business
man and labor leaders. and- I am
satisfled that the American business
man is the most efficient in the world.
He outdistances all others in thought,

in  winning the!

minded labor leaders'and followers. I'

action and service. He ‘will work
twelve, fourteen and sixteen hours a
day—never tires or retires when he
has a big job to do.

“*When he Is ready to start busi-
ness nearly every community wants
his factory or railroad. They offer him
tree taxes and bonuses to get him to
locate in- their midst. Committees
wait on him and make a great fuss,
over him.

ness is developed? The same commun-

/ity and the same forces begin their

“‘But whut hpmz-.tm his bns!- -

F.Sr al’lwoi

legislation and legislate away nearly’manner of legislation.
every bit of imitiative in ‘him. When “*“To run a great business, of cours
other countries would knight him, | requires some regulatory laws, b
jthey act as if they would like to in-|not such measures as would take
 dict him; they hammer the stuffing out; jout of the master and put it.into oth
of him and restrict  him with every  hands which know but little abol
, business in general or that particula
enterprise. Yet we look to those whi
know but little about business witi
more confidence than to him who ha
the practical experience which es=
tablished and developed the small
business to be perhaps the greatest
| the world. We have more faith in thel
" fellow who knows the theoretical sid
than in the man who has had th
practical experience and has built thi
busipess. And what scoundrels are
| thesp business men collectively! AsH
soon as . three or four of them
together to do business on a
scale, they are indicted.

“‘Let him keep his initiative and I}
am sure the farmer, laborer s.nd‘.e
everybody else will be benefited. 4

““The same holds truefor the ef.
ficlent American labor man who lead
his men in a " conservative, sensibl
way to demand . for them what {
right. When he gets to understand h
work thoroughly and the men whon
he represents, and cannot be defeate
in a“fair discussion of the matters
issue, his enemies resort: to eve
character of mud-slinging - that
be devised by the brain of man,

*“‘Let’s have more faith in one an
other. Let’s stand up as man to m: .
face each other. and overcome our
Mﬂamea settle our differences
|do it in a human way. Let’s follow the
Golden Rule and the Ten Commands=
‘ments a little more closely. - and
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success and then began

completely hnhd me in two
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